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Brazil 

Brazil is located in the north east of South America. The capital is Brasilia. The main language is Portuguese. The main cities are:

Manuas

Belem

Fortaleza

Recife

Salvador

Brasilia

Belo Horizonte

Sao Paulo

Rio de Janeiro

Curitiba

Porto Alegre

The main rivers are:

River Amazon

River Parana

River Sao Francisco


Geography  

Location

Eastern South America bordering the Atlantic Ocean.

Area

Total:
8,511,965 square km

Land: 
8,456,510 square km

Water: 55,455 square km

Area comparative

Slightly smaller than the US.

Coastline

7,491 km

Climate

Mostly tropical, but temperate in south.

Elevation Extremes

Lowest point: Atlantic Ocean 0m

Highest point: Pico de Nablina 3,014 m

Natural Resources

Bauxite, gold, iron ore, manganese, nickel, phosphates, platinum, tin, uranium, petroleum, hydropower, timber.

Natural Hazards

Droughts in the north east; floods and occasional frost in south.

Brazil’s main physical features

River Amazon

The river Amazon is the second largest river in the world. It is 6280 km in length and 300 km wide at its mouth. 1100 tributaries flow into it. It source is in Peru at a height of 5200m. Ocean going ships can sail 3200 km up river. The Amazon contains a fifth of the world’s river water.

North East Brazil

North east Brazil is mainly flat topped highland with some areas of costal lowland. It is very dry with no rain in some years. Semi- desert, rough scrub and thorn bushes. It is too dry for much else to grow. 

Brazilian Highlands

The Brazilian highlands are mainly flat topped hills. The height of the hills is about 1000-2000m. The summers are hot and wet and winters are warm and dry.

People in Brazil

Portuguese- they were the first European settlers who then gave Brazil there language.

Amerindians- they were the original inhabitants of Brazil who live in the rainforest.

Africans- they first came as slaves nearly 400 years ago. 

Germans- brought industry and business skills to Brazil.

People

Population

182,032,604 million

Age Structure

0-14 years: 27.1% 

15-64 years: 67.2%

65 years and over: 5.7%

Median age

Total: 27 years

Male: 26.2 years

Female: 27.7 years 

Birth Rate

17.67 births/1,000 population

Death Rate

6.13 deaths/1,000 population

Infant Mortality Rate

Total: 31.74 deaths/1,000 live births

Female: 27.68 deaths/1,000 live births

Male: 35.61 deaths/1,000 live births

Life Expectancy at Birth

Total population: 71.13 years

Male: 67.16 years

Female: 75.3 years

Ethnic Groups

White (includes Portuguese, German, Italian, Spanish, Polish) 55%, mixed white and black 38%, black 6%, other (includes Japanese, Arab, Amerindian) 1%

Religions

Roman Catholics 80%

Languages

Portuguese (official), Spanish, English and French

Contrasts in Brazil

In the Amazon the Amerindians live a traditional way of life in the hot and wet rainforest.  

Along side the Amazon there are stilt houses where the poor live. 

In Rio de Janeiro there is a richer way of life because it is more developed.  

The rich and poor can all enjoy the Copacabana beach.

In the north east there is semi desert and difficult living conditions. 

In Salvador there are slums where the poor live. 

Tourism

Rio de Janeiro

In Rio de Janeiro there is the Corcovado Mountain with the Christ statue.  Also in Rio there is the famous carnival that happens for four days. These four days are packed with street parties, fancy dress, dancing, noise and excitement. 

Manuas

In Manuas you can go up river and experience the wildlife of the Amazon and see the rainforest.

Iguaçu

These are some of the world’s most spectacular waterfalls. Take a helicopter trip right over the waterfalls and take a boat trip right under some of the waterfalls and see some of the wildlife. 

Brasilia

Come and see the architecture of this modern capital.

Government

Government Type

Federative republic

Capital

Brasilia

Independence

7th September 1822 (from Portugal)

National Holiday

Independence day, 7th September

Suffrage 

Voluntary between 16 and 18 years and over 70; compulsory over 18 and under 70.

Flag Description

Green with a large yellow diamond in the centre bearing a blue celestial globe with 27 white five-pointed stars (one for each state and the Federal District) arranged in the same pattern as the night sky over Brazil; the globe has a white equatorial band with the motto ORDEM E PROGRESSO (Order and Progress)


Amazon Rainforest

The Amazon rainforest is the biggest rainforest in the world. The Amerindians live here as well as 40,000 species of plants and animals. The weather is always hot and wet and it rains on most days. There are large areas of rainforest that haven’t been explored and most of it is uninhabited. 

Deforestation

In the rainforest there are lots of minerals e.g. Iron ore, gold, copper and bauxite. Many mines have been made. To clear room for the mines tree have been cut down. To get to these mines you need new roads so new roads have been set up. These are also used to get things from the rainforest to market. 

Many HEP stations have been set up because of the unlimited water supply and perfect river conditions. These means more trees being cut down. 

Large areas of the forest have been bought for cattle ranching. The beef from these cattle ranches mainly goes to food chains n the US and Europe. 

Brazil�
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