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Introducing Speech and Drama to Dauntsey’s

London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art
LAMDA is the oldest Drama School in the UK, founded in 1861. Since the
1880s, they have been helping learners across the world develop into
confident speakers, with the principal aim being to provide the
opportunity to nurture self-assurance, self-expression and creativity.
LAMDA offer examinations in a range of Speech and Drama disciplines
from Entry Level through to Grade 8. Over a hundred thousand people
take LAMDA exams every year; we are delighted to offer such an exciting
opportunity for the pupils at Dauntsey’s to become a part of this,
developing knowledge and skills which will assist them through their
schooling career and life beyond the school gates.

After teaching Drama and Theatre Studies to pupils for six years at
Dauntsey’s, I was delighted to introduce Speech and Drama to the school.
As Head of Speech and Drama, my aim is to offer lessons which challenge
pupils in a supportive environment, tailoring lessons to suit pupil’s
individual ability whilst building on their existing skills through
exploration of inspiring and age appropriate play texts.
Lessons of Speech and Drama are available to pupils across the school;
students can choose to study Acting, Devising or Shakespeare. These
lessons may be used to work toward graded exams at their own pace, to
simply develop performance skills or to prepare audition material for
Drama Schools or University. Lessons are thirty-five minutes in length and
delivered once a week, with the option to attend them alone, or with a
peer completing the same syllabus and grade.

COVID Secure Procedures
The safety of pupils is taken incredibly seriously, with lessons of Speech
and Drama adhering to Government Guidelines and the school’s COVID
Secure Procedures. Lessons will naturally observe the school’s bubble
system; pupils opting for duologue lessons will only be able to choose a
partner within their bubble. Lessons will be taught in a space suitable in
size to allow for social distancing and can, when required, be delivered
through Teams in the event that a pupil is unable to attend school due to
isolation.

Three syllabi are on offer, to allow pupils breadth of study in contrasting
disciplines.

discussing their creative process, development of characters and the
challenges of devising.

The Acting syllabus encourages pupils to develop physical, vocal and
interpretive skills whilst they explore characters and investigate the
background of dramatic texts. Clear speaking and character portrayal are
the focal point for the lower grades, whilst pupils working toward their
Bronze, Silver or Gold Medal (Grades 6-8) will develop an understanding of
playwright’s intentions and the influence of theatre practitioners. Pupils
will be expected to memorise their scripted pieces, with grades 1-3 staging
two short performances, whilst the higher grades will develop three
pieces. Each exam will also entail a discussion with the examiner on their
knowledge of the dramatic texts performed, developing in depth as pupils
progress through their grades.

The Shakespeare exams are focused on exploring the interpretative and
technical skills required to perform his plays and sonnets. Pupils will
explore William Shakespeare’s style, form and staple characters, realising
the demands of the text whilst developing knowledge of the Elizabethan
Theatre. Grades 1-3 require study and performance of one short scene
from memory, whilst grades 4-5 require performance of two scenes, each
from a different play by Shakespeare. Grades 6-8 see pupils take
ownership of their examination pieces, performing two scenes from two
different plays, in addition to the performance of a sonnet, demonstrating
mature understanding of the text and language. Here the examiner will
focus the questions on the style and context of Shakespeare’s writing,
considering structure and content closely.

Pupils will create their own pieces from scratch when working on the
Devising syllabus, picking from a list of themes as a stimulus for writing
their own script. The higher grades allow further freedom, as pupils
choose stimuli which engage them personally whilst developing
understanding of dramatic structure, staging, mood and style. Pupils
working towards grades 1 3 will devise one short scene, whilst the higher
grades require two longer pieces and improvisation of a short scene. As
with the Acting exam, pupils will be questioned on their knowledge,

For a full breakdown of what to expect when working towards a graded
LAMDA exam, syllabi can be downloaded directly from the LAMDA
website here.

The LAMDA Certificate in Speech and Drama: Performance Studies
(PCertLAM) comprises of a written portfolio and the performance of a
four-part recital, based upon a pupil-chosen theme. Students are
presented the opportunity to demonstrate their technical skills in verse
and prose recitation and will perform a scene from a play of their own
choosing. In addition to compiling a portfolio of the preparation process
and reciting four pieces from memory, pupils are required to sight-read a
text on the examination day and will be asked questions on the rationale
of the theme and pieces chosen. Pupils should have completed either
Grade 8 Acting or Grade 8 Verse and Prose prior to commencing study;
due to the demands of the qualification, this course is only open to Sixth
Form pupils.
The PCertLAM syllabi can be downloaded directly from the LAMDA
website here

LAMDA within the Lower School
Pupils within the Lower School will find lessons of Speech and Drama fun,
engaging and accessible, building core skills such as expressing themselves
and speaking fluently. Typically, Grade 2 would sit nicely with a First Form
student, moving up a Grade a year, in line to achieve Grade 8 before
graduating Dauntsey’s in the Upper Sixth. However, students may have
already completed higher grades in their Primary setting and may be ready
to tackle a more challenging grade; learners can enter at any grade, with
the ability to ‘skip’ a grade if their ability suits.

Upper School Speech and Drama
Speech and Drama lessons go hand in hand with GCSE and A Level study
of Drama, nurturing performance skills and a breadth of knowledge in
play texts from a variety of genres, styles and periods. Developing a
devised piece and performing an extract from a text is a requirement for
both GCSE and A Level Drama, and so completing additional Speech and
Drama lessons can only be beneficial to a pupil’s academic study. At A
Level, pupils are also required to perform a monologue or duologue, and
so those who have prior experience preparing for LAMDA exams may feel
better prepared.
Pupils may, however, simply complete Speech and Drama lessons for
personal enjoyment or as an additional ‘string to their bow’. Lessons do
not only develop subject knowledge, but foster an ability to present
themselves to others, develop fluency in reading and ability to memorise
and recall. Lessons may be used to develop a portfolio of pieces to be used
for auditions to Drama School or to read Drama at University.

UCAS and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
LAMDA is recognised to award qualifications on the Regulated
Qualifications Framework (RQF) in England by the Office of
Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual). Grades 6, 7 and 8
are included within the UCAS Tariff, meaning points can be gained to
aid university applications within the UK, thereby providing a tangible
reward for the hard work and commitment pupils have applied. Six
points would be awarded for a pass at Grade 6, whilst a distinction at
Grade 8 would earn thirty points (the equivalent to a C at A Level). In
addition, completing lessons of Speech and Drama can be counted
towards the ‘skills’ section of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

LAMDA has given me the
confidence and self-belief
that I can create a character
and build a world within a
scene. It’s helped my acting,
not just personally, but when
acting with other people and
reading through new roles I
notice more about language
techniques in the script.
– Aurelia,
Upper Sixth student
Commitments and Expectations

LAMDA was a huge part of my
childhood and adolescence. It
undoubtedly aided my success
in auditioning for Drama
schools. It also helped me
personally in my understanding
of the human condition,
enabling me to recognise and
decipher the subtle emotions of
others. It makes you observant.
It makes you more empathetic.
Such things are crucial to so
many careers.

Pupils will be expected to complete short prep
tasks outside of the timetabled lessons, such as
reading a play studied or completing research
around a devising stimulus. In addition, there will
be opportunities to participate in an annual
Showcase, allowing the whole school community
to celebrate pupils’ achievements and dedication.
If a pupil is unable to attend their timetabled
lesson, an email must be sent to their teacher 24
hours prior to the lesson – the teacher will make
every effort to re-schedule a lesson if a notice of
absence has been provided.

– Miss Saville, Teacher of Drama

LAMDA lessons provided
me with one-on-one
training that really
helped me to improve my
skills and allowed me to
explore a wide range of
characters, from plays
across all eras.
- Milly,
Upper Sixth student

Lesson Fees
Lessons will be charged via the school bill on a termly basis in advance,
reflecting the number of lessons in each term. This means that the charge
for the forthcoming term’s lessons would appear on school bills at the start
of the relevant term (i.e. the charge for the Spring Term lessons will
appear on the Spring Term bill payable in January each year). Pupils
commencing lessons mid-term will be charged in arrears for the first
partial term’s lessons on a pro-rata basis.
A full term’s notice in writing to the Head of Speech and Drama is required
for the discontinuation of lessons.
(This will be revised annually)
Individual
Lesson

£18

Duologue
(fee per pupil)
£12

Examination Fees
Pupils will have at least one opportunity a year to complete their graded
exam, although completing an exam is by no means compulsory. Pupils do
not need to have passed one grade in order to sit the next – they can join
at any stage.
Acting and Devising

Grade 2

£46

Duologue
(fee per pair)
£84

Grade 3

£50

£92

Grade 4

£59

£107

Grade 5

£64

£111

Grade 6

£76

£133

Grade 7

£82

£146

Grade 8

£95

£166

Grades 1-3

£50

N/A

Grades 4-5

£64

£111

Grades 6-8

£95

£166

Solo

Shakespeare

PCertLam
Unit 1 Theory

£100

Unit 2 Recital

£100

Registration
The registration form can be found on the school’s website here.
For any further queries, please contact
Mrs Elise Chambers
Head of Speech and Drama
e.chambers@dauntseys.org
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