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This year we celebrate no less than three fiftieth anniversaries  
at Dauntsey’s. It is 50 years since the school welcomed girls for  
the first time, 50 years since the Sailing Club began and 50 years 
since outdoor activities were introduced to the Third Form, 
through the Moonrakers programme.

Most importantly, no-one is defined by  

their gender. Our pupils grow up together, 

learning from and looking after each other 

along the way. Kindness, consideration for 

others and compassion are hallmarks of  

a Dauntsey’s education. There is an 

understanding that everyone has something 

unique to offer and a family atmosphere 

ensures that friendships and camaraderie  

last through the years.

ADVENTURES IN LIFE

It is also the fiftieth anniversary of both 

Moonrakers and the Sailing Club. Every pupil 

participates in the former in the Third Form 

and experiences twenty-four hours on the 

Jolie Brise at the start of the Fourth Form, 

before being offered the opportunity to 

become a member of the Sailing Club. Both 

of these adventure programmes offer the 

opportunity for teamwork, as well as a 

varied series of experiences to raise the 

heartrate, get adrenalin pumping and 

provide risk, challenge and, more often than 

not, success and a sense of achievement.

These experiences feed though into the 

classroom too – it takes as much courage to 

face a blank exam paper as it does to handle 

stormy weather at sea or to tackle a 

demanding fell walk. Learning that you can 

overcome obstacles in one context makes it 

easier to tackle problems in another.

Adversity and failure build resilience  

and with each physical, mental or intellectual 

challenge they face, our pupils learn  

more about themselves and their strengths 

and weaknesses.

THE VALUE OF INNOVATION

Half a century ago, independent co-

education was brave and unusual. At the 

same time, it seemed strange for a landlocked 

school to encourage its pupils to sail, while 

an adventure programme for those on the 

cusp of adulthood was to many a novel 

departure. Today, generations of Dauntseians 

benefit from these brave decisions of fifty 

years ago and relish growing up in a happy 

environment where they are all are equally 

challenged and valued.

CELEBRATING
THREE 50  
YEAR ANNIVERSARIES

W hilst much has surely changed in 

the last half century, the essence 

of Dauntsey’s has remained the 

same. Adventure is in our DNA, both inside 

and outside the classroom, and it remains as 

important now as it was for Guy King-Reynolds, 

the Head Master of Dauntsey’s in 1971.

AN ADVENTURE IN CO-EDUCATION

Fifty years ago, when Dauntsey’s welcomed 

its first girl pupils, it was an exciting move 

that made perfect educational sense.

We were one of the early adopters of 

co-education in independent schools but in 

many ways we were in tune with the mood 

of the 1970s, a decade that saw legislation 

outlawing sex discrimination, mandating equal 

pay and governing access to consumer credit.

Today, we recruit roughly equal numbers  

of boys and girls; indeed, girls have slightly 

outnumbered boys for the past two years, 

and currently account for 50.3 per cent  

of our pupils.
Mark Lascelles
Head Master
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From the start, the girls were a mix of day girls 

(then known as ‘Day Bugs’, much to their 

annoyance) and a smaller number of boarders 

(‘Bed Bugs’), who had their own bedsits in a 

school house occupied by a married member of staff.

It was essentially a boys’ school in the early years, although 

there were girls’ toilets and a girls’ changing room, which 

many adopted in lieu of a common room.

Well-meaning staff were concerned that the pioneer girls 

should be as welcome as possible, introducing sewing as 

an alternative to woodwork – “I think they really thought 

that was what they should provide, this being the 1970s,” 

says Sarah Jones, who arrived in the First Form in 1976. 

“Some of the girls were indignant, having done woodwork 

at previous schools, so they were 

relieved when the School relented 

and allowed us to have a go.”

She can remember only one other 

piece of positive discrimination. 

“There was a tuck shop at break 

and it was a sea of boys, pushing 

and shoving to get to the front. The 

staff knew it was a rugby scrum,  

so they insisted the girls were 

allowed to go first, or we’d never 

have got anything. The boys were 

not impressed.”

Less popular was the decision to 

dress them in leotards for PE, “presumably so we 

couldn’t get embarrassed at showing our knickers,” laughs 

Jackie Ferguson, then Hues, another of the 1976 intake. 

“Of course, some of us felt really exposed.”

The traditional dung-coloured uniform wasn’t met with joy 

either – “hideous,” says Jackie, “and they were so strict in 

enforcing it. I especially remember that shoes had to have 

a maximum of a two-inch heel, which caused some 

rebellion when we got to the senior school.”

Both girls also remember rules designed to protect them 

from marauding boys. “You weren’t supposed to be alone 

with a boy and there was the Six Inch Rule, which 

mandated how far apart you should be even in company.”

Jackie fell foul of this when she was in the senior school 

and nipped out for a walk on a Friday evening with a male 

friend. “We got caught coming back to school. My parents 

were called and I got sent to see the Head. He felt so bad 

that he called my parents to apologise and came round for 

tea that Sunday.”

But in the classroom and beyond, neither Sarah nor Jackie 

can remember any form of bias. “There were fewer of us, 

which made us more conspicuous in any given class, but 

we weren’t treated any differently to the boys,” Sarah 

remembers. “We were just individuals.”

“As for the adventures and activities, we did them all, just 

the same as the boys. I remember doing car mechanics as 

part of Moonrakers, for example. And I remember the Jolie 
Brise and some other terrifying adventures. There was no 

way we’d have been able to opt out on the grounds of 

gender. It was part of our education.”

Sarah came to Dauntsey’s from a state junior school,  

where she had always been in the top three. “My mother 

was so excited at the opportunity for me but it was a bit  

of a shock to the system to discover that other pupils had 

been studying a whole raft of subjects ever since they’d 

started school. I had a lot of catching up to do.”

Sarah is especially grateful to one member of staff who 

helped her to catch up with her maths, working her way 

up to the A stream and taking her O level a year early. 

“He gave me so much individual tuition, spent so many 

hours helping me outside class, simply because I asked. I’ll 

never forget that.”

Jackie, who came from a farming background, admits 

that she wasn’t exactly academic but adored her time at 

the School. “I loved all the sport and the adventures. I had 

a brother so I was perfectly happy being with the boys 

and they were just mates, growing up together, making 

dens and rushing around.

“As one of a few girls among hundreds of boys, you did 

have to be confident and assertive and learn to compete 

or you’d have been overwhelmed. But that’s a good 

lesson for life. We all need to stand up for ourselves.”

She was so happy that her parents sent her sister and 

brother after her and began a family tradition – her own 

son and daughter followed in her footsteps, while her 

brother and various cousins also sent (or are sending) their 

children to the school.

“What I love most about Daunstey’s is that its pupils are 

rounded and grounded,” she says. “They are allowed to 

be themselves, not squashed into a mould. They are given 

freedom but they also understand the need for discipline.”

Above all, “They realise how lucky they are to be there and 

they work hard to justify their privilege. There’s no side to 

them – they look after themselves and each other, and 

they are prepared to take responsibility. That’s a great start 

in life, quite apart from the quality of the education that 

they receive.”
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MEMORIES FROM  
THE EARLY YEARS  
OF CO-EDUCATION
Like other trailblazers in the move towards full co-education, 
Dauntsey’s began by admitting girls into the Sixth Form, in 1971. 
Five years later, we began to take girls in the First Form and from 
1980, the School was fully co-educational throughout.

 
MEMORIES FROM THE FIRST FEMALE TEACHER AT DAUNTSEY'S  

(TAKEN FROM THE DAUNTSEIAN, 1971)

Gay Wynn joined Dauntsey’s as a maths 

teacher at the same time as the first six girls 

entered the Sixth Form in 1971. 

“After the initial strangeness of having a 

woman teacher and, even more strange, her 

being a maths teacher, the boys seem more 

used to the idea,” she reported at the end of 

her first term, adding, “Although I still have 

to remember to bend discreetly to pick up 

anything from the floor.”

On the whole, though, she was comfortable 

being “a woman in a male environment” – 

“I cannot say that I have been forced to 

become an ardent supporter of Women’s 

Lib.” Even so, there were niggles. It irked her 

that she was obliged to use ”the masters’ 
common room” and she was “a little 

angered at being ‘master taking prep’.” 

But Dauntsey’s seems to have treated her 

well, even making her careers master – a role 

that caused raised eyebrows when she 

ventured outside the school. At a one-day 

conference at the Staff College, Camberley, 

“I received a few disbelieving glances as  

I displayed my badge of office.” 

The experience left her convinced that single 

sex education was past its sell-by date. “I 

feel that it is very important to work towards 

an entirely co-educational system in 

boarding schools,” she concluded. 

Dauntsey’s, of course, has long since 

completed that transition. In other schools, 

the work continues today, and in some, it is 

only just starting.

A woman in a man’s world
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Back in 1970, the Head of Maths, Bill Parish, 

taught landlocked Dauntsey’s pupils about 

navigation at sea in order to demonstrate 

one practical application of his subject. 

Some of them wanted to turn theory  

into reality.

After asking permission, they placed an advertisement  

in South Coast newspapers. It read, “Slave Gang from 

Wiltshire public school offers its services to owner of 

embarrassingly large boat in return for some sailing.” 

Remarkably, Commander Newcome Hoare (Ret’d) of  

the Royal Offshore Racing Club (ROAC), offered his boat, 

Griffin II, a 50’, Class 1, eight-berth ocean racer.

Over the next six years, Bill and other teachers took  

pupils to Griffin II’s moorings, where they scrubbed  

off barnacles, purged bilges, sanded, painted, varnished 

– and sailed.

Over those years, the Sailing Club became increasingly 

popular and the relationship with Commander Hoare 

changed, with Dauntsey’s assuming 

ownership as well as the cost of insuring 

the boat.

In 1976, Griffin II was brought to 

Dauntsey’s on the back of a lorry for a full 

refit, carried out mainly by pupils. Then 

tragedy struck: Griffin II, back at berth in 

Portland harbour that October, was destroyed in an 

autumn storm.

ENTER THE JOLIE BRISE

Two people filled the sailing void for a year. Lord Methuen, 

who had no connection with the School, not only raised 

£1,200 towards a new boat but also lent us his yacht,  

Sakr El Bahr IV, for racing and reviews, and OD Richard 

Hargreaves allowed us to use his Spinning Jenny many 

times. Together, they kept us going.

As that year turned, Exeter Maritime Museum was in 

negotiation to buy Jolie Brise at a favourable price. Jolie 
Brise was built in 1913 as a Le Havre pilot cutter which 

involved racing pilots to incoming ships so they could be 

paid for bringing them into harbour.

The First World War kept her from her job and eventually 

she was used as a fishing boat in Concarneau, on the 

French side of the Bay of Biscay. Enter Evelyn George Martin, 

who had sailed there and was looking 

for a racing boat. Jolie Brise was it. 

Martin brought her back to Britain 

and went on to co-found the Fastnet 
Race from the Isle of Wight back to 

the Solent via the Fastnet Rock. Jolie 
Brise won the first race and three of 

the next six – and a legend was born.

Dauntsey's sailing club's first boat, Griffin IIBill Parish, founder of Dauntsey's Sailing Club
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SETTING SAIL  
FOR THE  
HIGH SEAS

Half a century ago, Dauntsey’s Sailing Club was founded.  
The years since have been a story of revolution, renovation,  
tragedy and triumph – and lots of adventure, as Head of Sailing 
Toby Marris explains.
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Jolie Brise is owned, maintained and sailed by  
pupils at Dauntsey’s; the only school in the country 
to have its own Tall Ship
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Jolie Brise changed my  
entire family’s lives

My parents were looking for a secondary  
school for me, writes Dan Darwall,  
Housemaster at Fitzmaurice boarding house 
and physics teacher.

They visited lots and then my mother took a 
navigation evening class. A group of Dauntsey’s students were 
there and they charmed her.

So I took the entrance exam, went and sailed on Jolie Brise. 
Frequently.

My sister then went to Dauntsey’s. She sailed on Jolie Brise to 
New York and met her future husband. After that, my brother. 
He went on the next transatlantic and met his future wife. They 
married and sailed to Australia.

I’d never have come back to teach if it wasn’t for Jolie Brise. I’ve 
been sailing her now for nearly 30 years. And my mother sails on 
her as well…
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After the Second World War, she was bought by a syndicate 

led by Luis Lobato, who sailed her from Lisbon back to 

England to escape the Portuguese revolution in 1974. He 

had used her as a youth training ship for the better part of 

30 years and wanted her to continue in the role.

DAUNTSEY’S MEETS JOLIE BRISE

Dauntsey’s School, working together with Exeter Maritime 

Museum, and using the insurance money from the loss of 

Griffin II’, acquired Jolie Brise. A deal was put together 

whereby the Museum owned the boat, but Dauntsey’s had 

the use of it on a 25-year lease.

For the next few years, in winter months, club members 

travelled to Exeter to work on the boat at weekends, many 

teachers were involved and there were lots of fun and 

exciting voyages. In one, the now world famous yachting 

journalist and maritime historian Tom Cunliffe was asked 

to take £2,000 in cash and a pupil crew to sail to Spain to 

buy Rioja to sell to Dauntsey’s parents at a profit. The 

saloon was packed with 200 cases. When they got home, 

they all sold.

“Jolie Brise changed my life,” says Tom. “A year after I 

skippered her I sold up and bought a cutter and sailed 

away to a new life. It all started with Jolie Brise, as it has 

for so many others. There is nothing quite like her”.

At that point, all seemed both exhilarating and immensely 

enjoyable, but a bit amateurish. That changed in 1995, 

when an accident involving another training ship led to the 

codification of all aspects of running a training ship. From 

then on, Jolie Brise had to be run commercially and in line 

with strict international regulations as, under UK maritime 

law, she effectively became a commercially operated 

merchant vessel.

That’s where I came in. Shortly afterwards, the museum 

went bust, a barrister bought the assets and we bought 

out the lease from him. Dauntsey’s has owned Jolie Brise 
outright ever since.

SETTING COURSE FOR THE FUTURE

While the Sailing Club was popular, it was still quite small 

in terms of pupil numbers. One of my first tasks was to 

increase its appeal.

When I arrived at the school, I found a lot of the pupils 

didn’t even know we had a boat. So, we decided that 

every pupil should come on board Jolie Brise to find out 

about sailing and then be able to decide whether they 

wanted to continue sailing or not.

From then on, each September, every member of the 

Fourth Form spends 24 hours on Jolie Brise, gets to cook  

a meal, spend the night and go sailing the next day. Then 

they can take an informed decision: do they want to 

continue or not? We offer pupils who join Dauntsey’s in 

the Lower Sixth the same opportunity.

In addition, during the summer half term, our Second and 

Third Form pupils are invited to go on our Dingy Sailing 
Adventure on the Isle of White. This fantastic trip includes 

daily dingy sailing lessons, camping on the beach and 

sleeping on board Jolie Brise.

The upshot is that we’ve gone from around 30 pupils in 

the Sailing Club to 230 regulars – this equates to half the 

senior school and is made up of almost exactly 50:50 girls 

and boys.

We estimate about 10,000 young people have been  

sailing with the club over the last 50 years (mainly from 

Dauntsey’s but others have joined through outreach 

activities such as our connection with the Ellen McArthur 

Cancer Trust). Together we have almost covered the 

distance to the Moon and back.

Jolie Brise is lifted out of the water every year for a  

full inspection, anti-foul and re-fit. We try and improve  

her conditions each year through a pro-active  

maintenance programme.

THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE

The Dauntsey’s spirit of adventure is embodied in Jolie 
Brise. Any school that sends a 100-year-old boat racing 

across the North Atlantic, crewed by its pupils is 

adventurous by definition.

We’ve been to North America and back no less than six 

times, sailed hundreds of miles inside the Arctic Circle, 

braved the Bay of Biscay multiple times and won many 

races – including the famous Tall Ships Race no less than 

four times.

We’ve even been able to keep going in this last year, 

taking pupils out sailing for day trips. The stipulations  

were that all pupils were in one onshore bubble and the 

professional crew in another.

Our hope is that all who sail in her will have the  

same wonderful experiences as their predecessors and  

will go on to become the next generation of Sailing  

Club mainstays.

The Sailing Club is 50 and there is no reason why Jolie 
Brise shouldn’t be with us in another 50 years, with 

decades of further adventures behind and in front of her.
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
MOONRAKERS

Smugglers in the 17th century hid 

barrels of gin and brandy in a  

village pond. One night they  

returned to rake out the contraband.

As they were about to retrieve their 

goods, they were surprised by 

revenue men. The locals pointed  

to the moon’s reflection in the  

pond. “We’re raking in the cheese,” 

they told the taxmen, who laughed 

at what they presumed were 

simpletons and moved on.

Quick thinking and coolness  

under pressure saved the day – 

typical Moonrakers.

For half a century, pupils have remembered one  
particular Dauntsey’s experience well into adult life. 
Head of Adventure Sam Moore details the past, 
present and future of Moonrakers.

ADVENTURE  
IS IN OUR DNA
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Back in 1971, the then-Head 

Master, Guy King-Reynolds, had 

been looking at three other 

schools that had set up outdoor 

exercise groups called Terriers, designed 

specifically for early teenagers.

He decided to do much the same at 

Dauntsey’s, and together with staff created 

the programme that has been known ever 

since as Moonrakers.

In some ways, Moonrakers was a continuation 

of what had gone before. Dauntsey’s had 

been an agricultural school and outdoor 

activities had always been an important part 

of school life. Moonrakers gave structure to 

those experiences for 13- and 14-year-olds, 

“trying to educate them in the use of their 

leisure time”. There was a compulsory 

six-week course in campcraft, navigation, 

first aid, gym or “service to the School”.

Moonrakers, as the pupils became known, 

attempted at least six more activities over two 

years, including electronics, seamanship, drama, 

bridge, chess, cooking and beekeeping. Eight 

teachers volunteered to teach the activities and, 

Sixth Formers helped out, as they still do.

Fifty years later, much is the same, but what 

has changed is that Moonrakers has become 

more challenging, more focused, more 

professional and a lot wider-ranging.

I was brought in nearly seven years ago as an 

outdoor activity professional to head up one 

of the country’s first adventure education 

departments in a school.

The remit was to bring activities together 

and structure them around clear learning 

objectives. While adventurous activities had 

always been an integral part of the school’s 

offering, the rationale was missing.

For pupils at Dauntsey’s, adventure is defined 

as trying new things or taking things you 

already know into new environments that 

require some combination of bravery, 

teamwork, being organised and trying hard.

The Adventure Education Department is built 

around 10 adventurous behaviours and each 

activity in Moonrakers is directly mapped to 

a set of them. The staff and pupils 

understand the broader educational purpose 

and know what they are trying to achieve as 

they set off up a rock face or into the woods.

It is a core belief at Dauntsey’s that the 

behaviours that make you successful in 

adventures are the same ones that make  

you successful in life. If you’re willing to try 

new things, be both a follower and a leader, 

try hard, succeed and fail, it will help you in 

the classroom and after.

The same courage that enables you to cope 

with white water rafting helps you to cope 

with a maths exam. It’s all about having a go, 

which is a key Dauntsey’s trait.

There’s a fine line between going on an 

adventure and having an accident. If you’re a 

specialist, you know exactly where that line is 

and so you can get closer to it, maximising 

the adventure that our pupils can safely 

experience. We know that we have 

centralised risk control, since I train people 

and give them specific policies to follow.

Moonrakers is the largest programme run  

by the adventure education department. 

There are 120 Third Formers taking 21 

activities run by 16 teachers, internal and 

external, over 30 weeks, with around 15 

Sixth Form helpers. It’s a timetabled double 

lesson each week, and culminates in a 

five-day Outward Bound camp.

Moonrakers is an iconic Dauntsey’s 

experience. I want it to continue to be a 

great adventure in its own right as well  

as feeding into the pupils being kind, helping 

others and setting each one up to hopefully 

take on even riskier adventures safely.

Lucie McNichol experienced Moonrakers as a pupil  
in 1999 and returned in 2015 as a geography and  
sports teacher.

“Moonrakers is an all-inclusive programme, not just  
for the sporty few. It certainly ‘makes’ individuals and 
often enables a journey of self-discovery, even if they  
don’t think so at the time.

“It is character-building and I think plays a huge part  
in nurturing our pupils into well-rounded individuals  
who (mostly) welcome an adventure. I loved it.”
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THE SCHOOL SITE

If a school is judged, in part, by its buildings 

and facilities, then there is no doubt that 

Dauntsey’s is a very different place from 

when I started in September 2003. 

There have been some very obvious 

structural changes, such as the 

improvements to the Awdry Sports Centre 

and the construction of both the Olive 

Building and the Pavilion, but back then the 

houses Jeanne and Evans co-habited in the 

same building; Lambert and King-Reynolds 

shared the two floors above the Head 

Master’s office, as well as the William 

Dauntsey Room; and Hemens and Farmer 

were located either side of the green doors.

The decision to move the boys’ day houses 

to the old biology classrooms, following the 

A change of Head Master is an important 

period of transition for everyone involved; 

but it seemed to go very smoothly and Mark 

Lascelles and I have worked in the same way 

as had been laid out on that first day. 

But I could not have done my job without 

the help and support of so many others,  

particularly the unsung heroes on the support 

staff. They are the people for whom nothing 

has ever been too much trouble, who have 

always made sure that jobs, however small 

they might seem, have been completed, and 

in so doing have helped to make my role of 

running the school so much easier.

THE EVENTS

When asked to share some thoughts about my 

time as Second Master at Dauntsey’s, I was 

determined that it should not be dominated by 

the events, and effects, of the last 12 months, 

which have been just a very small part of what 

has been an incredibly varied and exciting 

role, and one that I have greatly enjoyed. 

completion of the new science building, 

allowed modern languages to be relocated 

to the front of the school from the top of 

Tedder, where they were replaced by history, 

who had shared the classrooms in the 1895 

building with English and RS. 

Along with other significant changes, the 

completion of the second astro, meant that 

home fixtures could be moved from 

Tidworth. The development of the sporting 

facilities, the levelling of the Mercers fields, 

along with the subsequent laying of the 

athletics track and the completion of the 

Pavilion, a building for which I campaigned 

strongly, have not only offered so much in so 

many different areas of school life but have 

also shifted quite dramatically the centre of 

the school.

But what about the highlights and the events 

that I will always remember? Few will forget 

the performances of Miss Saigon and Billy 
Elliot on the West End stage, and the 

organisation involved each time. 

Similarly the trips to Twickenham to watch 

the U15s and U18s in their Vase Finals, 

particularly the latter, despite the ultimate 

defeat, which occurred during term time 

and which well over three-quarters of the 

LOOKING BACK  
OVER AN  
ILLUSTRIOUS CAREER

THE PEOPLE

But a school is so much more than its 

buildings. It is really about people, both 

pupils and staff. It is about the relationships 

that are developed and working together to 

achieve both individual and combined goals. 

Over the past 18 years, I have been very 

fortunate to work with a number of 

excellent, very talented and skilled colleagues 

in so many different areas of School life. 

I have worked with, and for, two Head Masters, 

one of whom taught the other. While being 

very different in character, they share many 

of the same traits, particularly a love of the 

school, and I have been very fortunate to 

have had the support of both in my role. On 

my first day, Stewart Roberts stated, “You 

run the school; I fill the school.”
school elected to travel to watch. This was 

probably my overall highlight. 
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There have been many obvious physical changes to Dauntsey’s over 
recent decades but, says Second Master Mark McFarland, who will  
be leaving after 18 years in the role, the essence of the School lies in its 
people, not its infrastructure – and in their special spirit
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I have also been extremely fortunate to introduce, 

and meet, many fascinating guests who have 

visited the school in order to deliver one of 

the excellent Mercers Lectures, which have 

proved to be such a significant addition to 

the extra-curricular programme. 

My organisational skills were tested early in 

my tenure with the visit of the Duke of Kent 

to open the new science building and then 

subsequently with three separate ISI inspections. 

I could never have anticipated the need to 

assist the movement of all the pupils and 

staff in the Manor to the Swindon Holiday 

Inn, when issues were spotted in the 

building’s chimneys. 

On a personal level, I will always remember 

the senior management victory in the Farmer 

boules competition, along with the Dirty 
Dancing moment in the full school assembly, 

when many of the pupils and my colleagues 

thought that I had ‘lost it’, as well as 

appearing as Father Christmas at Jeanne 

Christmas Supper, as Simon Cowell in the 

Staff Revue, and as Bryan Adams, 

performing Summer of 69 and Neil 

Diamond, singing Sweet Caroline in two of 

the Hemens’ lip sync competitions.  

On a day-to-day basis, the one piece of 

information that I can remember my 

predecessor giving me was that I would  

soon become very familiar with the orange 

chairs in the Memorial Hall. I have to say  

that this has proved very true, and the only 

thing that has changed is that they are now 

predominantly red. 

TEACHING IS THE KEY

The other key thing for me remains how well 

my teaching goes. Ultimately, I, like all of my 

colleagues, came into the profession to 

teach, and one of the unfortunate aspects of 

such a career is that the higher one goes, 

the less one is able to undertake this key role. 

Therefore how well my teaching does goes 

each time is of vital importance and 

significance and can determine whether it 

has been a good or bad day, or even a good 

or bad week.  

WELCOME DISCIPLINE

Providing strong discipline has certainly been 

an important part of my role, and one that 

appears to have been welcomed by parents. 

But my philosophy is that it is not just about 

punishments. 

It is about teaching pupils the importance of 

what is right and what is wrong, and also 

about honesty. It is about explaining how 

vital it is for them to hold up their hands if 

they have done something wrong, to take 

the punishment and then move on, with the 

knowledge and understanding that the 

misdemeanour will remain in the past. 

There have been very few instances when 

pupils have not acted in this way. The words 

that I have often used to both pupils and 

parents – 'You are not the first, and you will 

certainly not be the last' – have definitely 

resonated on numerous occasions. 

At the time of writing, I have 1,300 

disciplinary incidents recorded, including 323 

suspensions, and I have written 754 letters to 

parents. While these might appear to be 

large numbers, over 18 years they average 

out annually at just 72, 18 and 42 respectively.  

A REWARDING EXPERIENCE

Overall I have thoroughly enjoyed my role as 

Second Master and, although there have 

been challenging times, such as the 

significant disruption over the last 12 

months, ultimately I have found it to be an 

incredibly rewarding experience. 

When I joined the school, there were 680 

pupils and in the first Governors’ Full Board 

meeting that I attended it was agreed that 

there should never be more than 700. We 

are now just over 830. With that growth in 

numbers we have continued to develop and 

excel in so many different areas of school life 

– be it academically or pastorally, or in 

drama, music and sport – and this has been 

recognised each time in the excellent ISI 

Inspection reports. 

I hope that I have contributed in some small 

way to that overall success.

“The words that I have often used to both pupils 
and parents – ‘You are not the first, and you will 
certainly not be the last’ – have definitely resonated 
on numerous occasions.” Classical 

    matters

W hen I talk to parents about studying 

Latin, they generally fall into two groups: 

those who are ardent advocates of the 

subject, fondly recalling happy memories 

of studying it in their own school days, while others 

dismiss it as a dead language, sharing somewhat less 

positive memories of their experience in the classroom.

Therein lies one of the misconceptions about Latin. I  

would argue that it should not just be ranked alongside 

French, German and Spanish – as a language – but  

instead considered in the context of history and religious 

studies, as a humanity.

The study of Latin is not confined to vocabulary and 

grammar, although that is important. Latin invites you  

into a world of ancient gods, to a myriad of engineering 

and architectural innovations, to a vast and powerful 

civilisation whose legacy lives on today in many European 

languages and the way in which we all live. It is so  

much more than a language. Whilst it won’t help you 

order a coffee in the language of the country you happen 

to be visiting, it will teach you a lot about where you come 

from and where you happen to be.

The words and grammar that you learn in Latin also underpin 

the English language – and many other Romance languages, 

What do Thomas Jefferson, JK Rowling, Boris Johnson and  
Coldplay’s Chris Martin all have in common? They all studied  
Classics in some form at university. Dominic Hodgkinson, Head  
of Classics, is nurturing a new generation of classicists at Dauntsey’s, 
where we focus on the study of Latin and Classical Civilisation.   

such as Spanish and French. Our pupils find it enormously 

rewarding to identify the connections between Latin and 

English and, as a result, their appreciation of English 

language and literature improves significantly.

Very sadly, Latin all but disappeared from the state 

education system when Oxford removed it as an entry 

requirement; consequently, studying these subjects has 
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competitions, and, my personal favourite, challenge pupils 

to make their own Roman curse. Of course, alongside this, 

we conjugate verbs – who can forget amo, amas, amat? 

– but we also learn about the fascinating history and 

culture of ancient Rome.

Learning isn’t just confined to the classroom. In the two years 

that I have been here, the First Form has put on an Ancient 

Greek tragedy, the Third Form has visited Bath to decipher 

the curse tablets and find out what a Roman bath was really 

like, and last year 21 pupils visited Pompeii and Vesuvius.   

We have three popular clubs for the Lower School pupils: 

Tales from Troy, where we explore the story of the doomed 

city at the heart of the Trojan War; The Odyssey Club, 

where pupils read the Odyssey in translation and act out 

some of the scenes (complete with sword-fighting); and 

the Ballistas Club, where pupils have the chance to make 

become largely the preserve of the independent sector. 

However, at Dauntsey’s, I am pleased to say that the 

number of Lower School pupils taking Latin and Classical 

Civilisation is growing and, longer term, we very much 

hope to reintroduce Greek to the curriculum.

The key to our success is bringing the subject matter alive, 

particularly in the Lower School, where we aim to capture 

the pupils’ imagination early so they are enthused to go  

on to GCSE and beyond. The possibilities are endless – and 

fun. We hold toga parties, run, ‘Draw your own Roman 

Baths’ and ‘Design an Ancient Election Poster’ 

some of the great classical contributions to life – last year, 

we made a ballista (an ancient weapon in the form of a 

crossbow), a Trojan horse, a Roman villa and a mosaic.

The results speak for themselves. Half of the Second Form 

are now opting to take Latin – I’m confident it’s not just 

because we hand out chocolate if they win one of our 

competitions.  The ancient stories and links to today’s 

language and society really fire their imagination. Learning 

the subject blends linguistic skills with history and textual 

analysis which, for many, is a winning combination.

It should come as no surprise that many universities look 

favourably on Classics in a UCAS application. In fact, 

studying any of the three classical subjects requires a 

breadth of understanding encompassing art, religion and 

literature. It develops flexible thinking, analytical skills and 

an enquiring mind – all valuable skills for further education 

and later life. There are close links with degree courses 

such as medicine, biology, law, music, history and even 

economics; all subjects that contain many technical terms 

derived from Latin.  

Studying Classics at university can open up many 

rewarding career opportunities. My own path after  

a Classics degree led to a US law firm, before I took  

up teaching some five years later. Classicists are very 

well-represented in many leading financial and legal  

institutions – not to mention the Civil Service.  

When I joined Dauntsey’s, I introduced the Latin  
Thought for the Week (posted up around the department’s 

classrooms every Saturday). The thoughts have been  

varied and sometimes surprising, but a recent example 

illustrates how often we are moved to thumb through  

the classical texts to find illumination in troubling times. 

Joe Biden, in a speech at the Democratic Convention in 

August 2020, quoted from the play Philoctetes, by 

Sophocles, written in 409 BC. The translation is by the  

Irish poet, Seamus Heaney. 

“Once in a lifetime the longed-for tidal wave of justice  
can rise up.”

Fitting words indeed for our times – and astonishing that 

they were written more than 2,000 years ago.

First Formers say that they find 
Latin useful because it connects to 
all the languages they study, but, 
most importantly, it connects to 
English: “Now I know the derivation 
of pram (per/ambulo – to take the 
baby for a walk.”) 
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Second Formers say that they chose to study  
Latin because of its mix of language, history and 
culture: “It’s a problem-solving activity, at times, 
perhaps in a way that modern languages aren’t.”

Third Formers like Latin’s links to the  
professions, such as medicine, law and banking: 
“It somehow seems to put you one up, knowing 
the literal meaning of terra firma.”

Classics at Dauntsey’s is the study of Latin and Classical 
Civilisation. In Latin, pupils study the language and literature  
of the Romans; in Classical Civilisation they study the history, 
culture and literature of the Greeks and Romans.

Current GCSE Latin candidates are reading Aeneas’ account  
of The Fall of Troy, while A level pupils read Tacitus’  
Annals, investigating what men will do to achieve power.

Pupils taking Classical Civilisation GCSE learn about the Greek 
and Roman way of life, meet the Mycenaean world of Homer, 
and read The Odyssey. A level pupils learn about the world of 
the hero and Greek theatre and religion.

Enthusiastic attendees at the First 
Form toga, ‘wine’ and cheese party.

Winner of the Fifth Form Trojan 
Horse competition.

Odyssey Club – making Eumaeus’ hut 
out of popsicle sticks.
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By the time the second full school 

lockdown came, all our students 

were well used to taking lessons 

online and getting on with it 

successfully – a typical Dauntsey’s attitude.

But while learning was held together by 

technology, and staff did a great job of 

organising house events, online clubs, 

debates, lectures and sports and dance 

classes, inevitably we all missed the small 

daily interactions, the longer chats, the 

banter, and the comfort of having friends 

close by.

We were delighted to return at the start  

of this academic year and thrilled to be  

with friends again. But the second full  

school closure in January was hard and 

Meanwhile, Freya Collington, Deputy  

Head Girl asked all pupils to do something 

physically active as well as concentrating on 

their online studies. “It’s really important to 

do this as it’s good for your mental wellbeing 

and gets you away from all the screen time 

that’s required for your school work.”

And Henry Smith, Head Boy, introduced  

an invention competition, challenging pupils 

to make a Rube Goldberg machine, that 

involves a simple task done in a really 

complicated way. In order to encourage as 

many entries as possible, a total of £100 of 

Amazon vouchers were offered for the best 

video entries.

“The results have been spectacularly 

pointless and given everyone a real lift,”  

says Henry.

meant that our community was once again 

fragmented – and how we have all missed 

being at school.

So, the Senior Prefects decided to lead the 

school assembly as a way of reinforcing 

relationships, and bringing in some much-

needed light relief. “We put a video together 

to bring a sense of community that is 

currently missing, and to set all pupils a 

challenge that they could have a go at while 

at home,” said Maya House, Head Girl.

“Firstly, we asked everyone to call at least 

three friends in the coming week. Not a 

quick comment via social media but a full 

conversation using apps like Facetime or 

Houseparty so we could really see how our 

friends are doing, and what they’re up to,” 

said Bear Paris, Deputy Head Boy. 

Dauntsey’s isn’t only about a formal education, vital though that is. It’s 
also about creating a community, friendship, learning skills for life, caring 
for each other, teamwork and having a lot of fun, say Senior Prefects, 
Freya, Bear, Henry and Maya


