
  

An Introduction  
 to Dauntsey’s



“ Dauntsey’s is a friendly, focussed and happy  
school where I ask every pupil to give of their best, 
to be adventurous and to look after each other”. 

   Mark Lascelles, Head Master 



800 
pupils

330 
staff 

12 
houses

150 
acres 



Dauntsey’s is a fully co-educational boarding 
and day school for 11-18 year olds, set in  
a beautiful 150 acre estate on the edge of 
Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire. Our 300 boarders 
are at the heart of our school community  
and are joined each day by 500 day pupils.

PASTORAL CARE

The House system is the foundation of our pastoral  
care, providing a secure source of support and guidance. 
Pupils belong to one of 12 houses; four in the Lower 
School, (First to Third Form or Years 7-9) and eight in  
the Upper School, (Fourth Form to Upper Sixth or  
Years 10-13).

Each year 150 pupils join us from more than 100 different 
schools making our school community diverse, inclusive, 
and above all, very friendly.

ACADEMIC

We are proud of our academic reputation and a culture 
of academic ambition is firmly rooted in the School. 
Pupils are supported and encouraged to achieve exam 
results of which they can be proud. Our examination 
results have been consistently excellent; around 80%  
of grades at A Level are A*-B, and at GCSE, typically  
over 75% of grades are at 9-7 (or equivalent).

The academic curriculum is broad and balanced, offering 
the opportunity to study an extensive range of subjects. 
Our complementary curriculum starts in the First Form 
and includes; current affairs, study skills, mindfulness, 
critical thinking, money management and global issues.

With no set option blocks at I/GCSE or A level, our timetable 
offers flexibility, allowing pupils freedom of choice to 
accommodate their different interests and aptitudes.

Sixth Formers can choose from 25 A level subjects as  
well as complete an Extended Project Qualification  
(EPQ), Dauntsey’s own Maths for Science course, our 
Leadership, Sport and Adventure (LSA) programme or,  
for our international pupils, the International English 
Language Test System (IELTS). For those in the First to 
Third Form (Years 7-9), the average class size is 18, 
reducing to 16 at I/GCSE, and nine at A level. Overall,  
our staff to pupil ratio is 1:8.

Careers counselling begins in the Third Form with 
discussion and guidance on I/GCSE options and develops 
over the following years with one-to-one advice and 
support on A level courses, work experience, university 
applications, apprenticeships and Gap Year projects and 
travel. More than 80% of pupils move on to their first 
choice of university, with over 70% to Russell Group/The 
Times top 15 universities.



 80% 
A*-B grades at A-Level

16 
in a GCSE class

 75% 
A*-A (or equivalent) at GCSE



8
productions each year

 80+ 
clubs and societies  

on offer

 3,500 
Dauntsey’s pupils have 

 sailed on Jolie Brise 



“I really value that the staff at Dauntsey’s genuinely know  
and care about my children, they always go the extra mile and,  

in my experience, are also amazingly kind.”
Dauntsey’s parent

ADVENTURE

Academic success is however, only one aspect of an 
education at Dauntsey’s and the breadth and depth of 
our adventure education and extra curricular programmes 
set us apart. Pupils are offered new experiences, learn to 
manage risk and develop team work, communication and 
leadership skills while building confidence that translates 
back into the classroom.

Overall we aim to develop independent minds and a 
sense of adventure in all our pupils. We offer structured 
programmes such as “Moonrakers”, that sees all of our 
Third Form pupils spend time each week developing their 
skills in: orienteering, climbing, kayaking, self-defence, 
dinghy sailing and a variety of survival skills. We also have 
an extensive programme of regular expeditions which in 
recent years have included: Bhutan, Mount Kilimanjaro, 
Madagascar and northern Sweden. More local activities 
see pupils taking advantage of our rural surroundings 
with night hikes, camp outs and wide games.

Our pupils maintain and sail our own Tall Ship, Jolie  
Brise and short cruises are offered along the south coast 
and across the Channel with longer sailing adventures 
during the Summer when Jolie Brise typically sets sail with 
the Tall Ships fleet, visiting ports and racing along the 
European coast, or through the Nordic countries and 
even across the Atlantic and back.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

We offer a huge range of activities including 
trampolining, Japanese, debating, archery, street dance, 
fencing, Ancient Greek, and robotics, to name a few.

The performing arts are among Dauntsey’s great 
strengths and our frequent drama, dance and music 
productions attract audiences of 500 on each night.  
We have 19 different musical ensembles and hold at  
least 35 concerts or masterclasses and seven or eight 

drama and dance productions each year. Many pupils get 
involved either on stage or behind the scenes. We offer 
full stage shows and musicals, dance shows and pupil 
devised drama, as well as jazz workshops, our annual 
Rockfest, formal choral works and orchestral concerts.

SPORT

We are fortunate to have access to a wide range of 
facilities on site and so sport is part of everyday life at 
Dauntsey’s. We have elite athletes and enthusiastic all 
-rounders and offer 18 different sports on a weekly basis. 
Typically, 750 matches are played each year as we put 
together as many teams as possible so everyone, whatever 
their standard can experience competitive sport.

FUTURE PLANS

A £9 million development programme has been recently 
completed, and included a new Pavilion, used for lectures 
and social events as well as hosting visiting sports teams 
and the Olive Building, which is now home to our Maths, 
Economics, and Geography departments. There have 
been recent improvements to our Sports Centre including 
a new fitness suite, climbing wall, dance studio and a 
new all-weather running track.

Future plans include a dedicated Performing Arts building 
and Sixth Form Centre.

“Right from the beginning  
I knew I had made the right decision.  

I feel very lucky to be here.”
Dauntsey's Pupil



  

“The School is highly successful in developing well-rounded,  
confident, skilled young people who are very well equipped for the  

next stage of their education” 
Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) Inspection Report, 2018

T. 01380 814500  
admissions@dauntseys.org  
www.dauntseys.org

 

For further information: 

Dauntsey’s
West Lavington, Devizes, 
Wiltshire, SN10 4HE 


