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We often speak of Dauntsey’s as a 
community but, in truth, the School is  
a series of communities that overlap,  
co-exist and knit together to form a 
cohesive whole composed of hundreds  
of individual pupils and staff.

These communities can be based around a 

pupil’s house, class or year group; around 

a sport or club, music or drama; or be formed 

during an adventure or trip. Each one is an 

opportunity for every pupil to be known and 

understood in a different context – and to  

get to know him or herself better.

The more opportunities we can offer, the 

greater the chance that every pupil will develop 

wider interests and friendship groups, while 

discovering where their talents lie and what  

they truly enjoy.

The latter two are not necessarily the same, but 

the culture here is designed to encourage pupils 

to try many new things in the knowledge that 

it’s natural to be better at some than others.

This process, in and out of the classroom, helps 

to build confidence and a sense of security that, 

together, allow pupils to push their boundaries, 

dare to be different and to embrace others’ 

triumphs – as well as their own – with enthusiasm.

Every pupil is valued for his or her own unique 

contribution, known and acknowledged, at every 

level of the School. As for me, I make sure that I 

know every pupil’s name, strengths and budding 

character. That is, after all, the way it should be 

in any close, and supportive, community.

Science, technology, engineering and maths don’t have 
a gender but are usually perceived as being a male 
preserve. It’s time for a change, argues James Johns, 
Head of Physics.

ngineering is all around you – from robotics 

and artificial intelligence to mobile phones, 

medical technology and advanced sports 

equipment, from driverless cars to sending 

Tim Peake into space.

It is shaping the future – and yet it has long 

been acknowledged that STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) options 

from school through to university and career 

have something of an image problem.

EngineeringUK recently said that the UK 

needs 1.8 million new engineers and 

technicians by 2025 and there is a particular 

issue in attracting women and girls to this 

industry. The gender gap is surprisingly wide, 

with the UK having the lowest percentage of 

female engineering professionals in Europe, at 

less than ten per cent.

According to the Institute of Physics, just  

1.9 per cent of girls chose A level Physics in 

2016, compared to 6.5 per cent of boys.  

If we could encourage an equal number of 

female participants, the skills shortage would 

possibly all but disappear.

GENDER GAPCLOSING THE
From the Head Master

E

NATALIE, 16  
IS TAKING PHYSICS A LEVEL

I’ve always been interested in maths and applied 

maths, and physics is really an extension of that.  

It’s amazing to see how things work and how  

they fit into the world.

We’re lucky here because the teachers are so  

good – they really take an interest, and the  

Careers Department actively promotes the STEM 

subjects for girls.

PIPPY, 16  
IS TAKING PHYSICS GCSE

I don’t think science has a gender – it’s simply fascinating. Science underpins  

everything – our world, our bodies, how we live, technology, everything in us and 

around us. Who wouldn’t want to learn and understand more?

I greatly admire Lucy Hawking, the cosmologist, and Libby Jackson, the mission control 

scientist, both of whom came to give Mercers’ Lectures recently. Being a woman in 

physics may mean you stand out more, but I think that could be an advantage.

At Dauntsey’s, we are encouraged to look beyond the syllabus, to explore and 

experiment, and to think independently.

A recent European study by Microsoft is of 

particular interest. It found that most girls 

became interested in STEM at around the 

time of starting secondary education but that 

their interest had begun to wane by the time 

they made A level choices. This tells me that 

we have a key window where we as teachers 

can influence decisions that will set the 

trajectory of these students’ academic life.

When you look at GCSE, A-Level and 

university scores, girls tend to outperform 

boys in STEM subjects – when they choose to 

do them. We must therefore increase their 

desire to pursue those options. Does a lack 

of female role models in the wider media 

make STEM less attractive? On Twitter, 92 

per cent of the most followed scientists are 

male and if asked to think of the current 

faces of physics, I expect that Jim Al-Khalili, 

Brian Cox and perhaps even Morgan Freeman 

come to mind before the brilliant Helen Czerski.

The key to inspiring future female engineers 

and scientists lies firmly in the everyday 

formative experiences of pupils at school. 

Here at Dauntsey’s, we are lucky to have 

appointed a second female physics specialist. 

Three of the four previous schools where  

I have worked didn’t have any to act as 

potential role models. Practical engagement 

in lessons is also vital and physics at 

Dauntsey’s is taught in a way that engages 

with the current interests of our pupils, 

whether it is explicit in our specification or 

not. I would be astounded if the reason a 

pupil – boy or girl – gave for not continuing 

with physics at a higher level was because 

they found the subject boring.

And our efforts appear to be paying off. 

Nationwide, girls make up just over 20 per 

cent of A-Level physics entrants. Here, girls 

account for more than 30 per cent of our 

Upper Sixth physics classes and an equal 

percentage of boys and girls have received 

university offers for STEM subjects this year.

We work closely with the Careers Department 

to begin engagement with STEM during the 

critical pre-A level period. We help to promote 

the Engineering Design Trust residential courses 

for GCSE pupils, as well as encouraging 

attendance on other STEM initiatives.

A recent trip to a Sandhurst STEM showcase 

was designed specifically to promote career 

opportunities in this area.

One of our Sixth Form girls has recently 

landed a sought-after degree apprenticeship 

in engineering, against competition tougher 

than for many leading university places. 

Increasingly, schools such as Dauntsey’s – and 

their pupils and parents – are recognising that 

degree apprenticeships provide a great 

opportunity to continue education while 

contributing to a workforce and getting 

hands-on experience, particularly valuable in 

the engineering industry.

So attitudes are beginning to change, 

although Microsoft’s research found that 70 

per cent of British girls said they would feel 

more confident pursuing STEM careers if they 

knew men and women were equally 

employed in STEM disciplines. The lesson – 

for us all – starts at school.
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much more. There is a noticeable growth  

in confidence as they try new activities and 

get to know and appreciate people with 

different interests and abilities.

Then there’s a wide range of sport, our 

notable drama productions, musical 

performances and the huge choice of clubs  

and societies to work off excess energy, 

inspire creativity and ignite new passions, 

from chess to basketball and from dance  

to robotics.

INCREASED RESPONSIBILITY

Instead of being the youngest in the Upper 

School, our Third Year pupils are expected  

to be leaders in the Lower School, acting as 

role models within their house.

For the pupils joining us in this year – 

typically from prep schools, but also from 

abroad – coming into the top of the Lower 

School makes for a smooth transition: they 

move into a boarding house where they are 

the oldest, not the youngest. All new pupils 

in this year are boarders at The Manor and 

are welcomed with a structured programme 

including a new pupils’ day, a Third Form 

buddy to look after them and a weekend  

of team activities. The many events at the 

The Lower School house heads and deputy 

heads gather ideas from their houses and 

submit them to the Head Boy and Head Girl. 

A recent suggestion has resulted in adding 

new social events to supplement existing 

movie and pizza nights.

SUPPORT AND CARE

All staff are alert to potential problems, such 

as friendship difficulties or the pressures of 

social media – one reason why we banned 

mobile phones throughout the school day at 

this level. It’s a cultural change that has had 

strong parental support and encourages 

pupils to enjoy each other’s company 

through face-to-face communication and 

social interaction.

Our network of care stretches from house 

parents to teaching and domestic staff, nurses 

and counsellors, all of whom have considerable 

experience in identifying and dealing with 

issues, promptly and sympathetically.

There’s always someone to turn to, including 

the peer support provided by the Listening 

Service, where pupils can talk to specially 

trained senior pupils, whose advice, coming 

from their own recent experience, may be 

easier to accept than if it came from an adult.

Throughout the year, we help each pupil  

to find out more about themselves, grow in 

confidence, make lasting friendships and 

experience inevitable ups and downs in a 

safe environment. By the time of Summer’s 

celebratory Third Form Ball, they are looking 

forward to moving into the Upper School, 

with all the opportunities that it will bring.

Year 9 or, as we call it, the Third Form, at Dauntsey’s is a time  
of change – intellectually, socially, emotionally and physically. 
There are new academic classes, new responsibilities, new friends 
and new adventures as pupils prepare for the move into the  
Upper School, public exams and life as a young adult. Here,  
Eleni Conidaris, Head of Lower School, explains how we  
make the transition as smooth – and happy – as possible.

TIME FOR A CHANGE

he early teenage years are special in so many 

ways and it takes time for pupils to adjust to 

the challenges they are facing. So we use 

Year 9 – our Third Form – as a time to 

prepare our 13- and 14-year-olds for what  

lies ahead.

As the most senior pupils in the Lower 

School (Years 7-9), they take on more 

responsibility, both for themselves and within 

their community. They develop a wider social 

circle and learn the importance of teamwork 

and mutual respect.

“ My buddy has been so nice and two others in my class have  
become close friends. And because I’m in the hockey and netball 
teams, I’ve made lots of connections beyond the Manor, with  
day pupils too”.

 Megan, Third Form boarder at the Manor

YEAR 9  
AT DAUNTSEY’S

Manor, Moonrakers, sport, drama and clubs 

offer more opportunities to meet people, 

build friendships and feel at home.

It’s important for staff to listen to pupils, so 

they have the opportunity to shape their 

daily lives through the Lower School Council. 

A CURRICULUM INSIDE AND 
OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

With the exam years on the horizon, academic 

work moves up a gear. Our pupils are now 

laying the foundation for their GCSEs and, in 

some subjects – such as sciences – they begin 

to tackle the specification. To help them make 

considered decisions, this is also the year when 

they have their first talks with the Careers 

Department, so that they do not restrict 

themselves to subjects that they find easiest but 

think about what they might need in the future.

Form groups change too, as they do each 

year in the Lower School, which is another 

way that we encourage pupils to create 

different friendship groups.

Of course education does not end at the 

classroom doors. To build resilience and 

encourage the development of the 

Dauntsey’s have-a-go spirit, a special 

adventure programme runs every Friday 

afternoon for our Year 9 pupils. Sam Moore, 

our Head of Adventure, runs the Moonrakers 

programme, encouraging the pupils to develop 

valuable life skills such as co-operation, 

communication and leadership through a 

variety of activities including kayaking, 

outdoor cooking, archery, climbing and 
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School trips offer magical opportunities. Some deepen academic knowledge, stimulating new ideas 
and understanding. Some test pupils to push themselves beyond anything they’ve achieved before. 
Others give first-hand insights into how people around the world live in very different and often 
challenging circumstances. They all lead to new friendships, new confidence and a new sense of self. 
Mark McFarland, Dauntsey’s Second Master, is responsible for pulling together our annual schedule 
and has led both academic and sporting trips himself.

T
ravel is one of the great opportunities 

that life can offer – and it can have a 

lasting effect. I have loved learning 

about different cultures, seeing other ways of 

life and experiencing the new and wonderful 

ever since my own school trips and I want 

every Dauntsey’s pupil to share this passion 

and create their own special memories.

Whatever the topic, destination or reason  

for a trip, pupils visibly blossom. Out of  

their normal environment, they grow in 

independence and confidence, forging close 

head to Malta for a series of matches against 

strong club opppostition.

ADVENTURE

One of the distinguishing features of a 

Dauntseian is the willingness to have a go, 

take risks and fail if necessary on the route 

to success. This can-do attitude is promoted 

through our adventure programme and trips.

Pupils learn from pitting themselves against 

an often-demanding environment. Along 

with acquiring new skills, they grow to 

understand teamwork, mutual respect and 

tolerance, determination and endurance.

relationships with their fellow travellers.  

They experience different cultures and ways 

of life, which change the way they think,  

and test comfortable assumptions. They 

return to School with a different level of 

understanding, not only of the places they 

have visited and the subjects they have 

studied, but also of themselves and their 

place in the world.

Some trips are part of the curriculum. They 

range from biology field trips and geography 

residential trips, to visits to historic sites such 

as Glastonbury Abbey, Tintern and the 

Roman Baths as well as theatre trips for 

those studying drama. These take place 

during term and are covered by school fees.

Then there is a huge choice of optional trips, 

which take place in the holidays and fall into 

three loose categories: academic, sport and 

adventure. We hope that all pupils will sample 

at least one of these during their time at 

Dauntsey’s and, to help to achieve this we make 

every effort to keep costs as low as possible.

ACADEMIC

Some academic trips are regular highlights  

of the school year, among them a geography 

trip to Iceland; history visits to Paris to study 

the French revolution and Napoleon, and to 

the First World War battlefields; language 

trips to France, Spain and Germany; and an 

art/history of art trip to a European cultural 

centre, most recently Florence.

Others, such as the biology trip to 

Madagascar and the religious studies (RS) 

trip to India reported here, grow from the 

enthusiasm of the teachers, who want to 

share their knowledge and light a similar fire 

in their pupils.

The academic benefits are obvious. Linguists 

are immersed in a foreign language and 

culture, so they can not only speak, read and 

write more fluently but also understand the 

context. Biologists and geographers get hands 

on with fieldwork and can see for themselves 

Our schedule for the next year includes  

an Arctic adventure for the Second Form; 

canoeing in the Swedish wilderness of 

Rogen for the Upper School; and a visit to 

Bhutan, where Sixth Formers will trek and 

visit religious sites.

Every year, our historic pilot cutter the Jolie 
Brise offers voyages around the English coast 

and abroad, as well as competing in the Tall 
Ships races. In 2019, there is a unique chance 

to combine a voyage to, or from, Iceland 

with an overland trek across the country.

Finally, there is the annual trip by members 

of the Lower Sixth to the Nightingales 

Children’s Project in Romania, where they 

work with orphans with HIV/Aids. Everyone 

who takes part raises funds throughout  

the year to support the children, organise 

activities and contribute to the project’s 

infrastructure. It brings young adults face  

to face with real hardship and poverty, 

challenges their emotions as well as their 

stamina, and is an object lesson in the power 

of the human spirit. It says a lot about our 

pupils that this trip is always massively 

over-subscribed, and those selected are put 

through a rigorous programme of interviews 

and assessment sessions.

what they have read about in textbooks. 

Artists and historians have their subjects 

brought to life, perhaps by the glory and 

grandeur of a great work of art or architecture 

or the pathos and solemnity of a war cemetery.

All of the pupils take advantage of their 

teachers’ knowledge, spending much of their 

downtime picking their brains, with discussions 

ranging well beyond the exam specifications.

SPORT

Sports tours tend to be by invitation for the 

senior pupils in the School, with numbers 

carefully managed, so that those who will 

most benefit have a chance to compete in 

another country and enjoy a balance of 

matches, games, rest and sight-seeing.

We rotate the sports, so whether you play 

rugby or netball, cricket or tennis, you get  

a chance to travel and test yourself against 

others of your own age. It is an object lesson 

in the importance of teamwork, give and 

take, risk and reward.

On several of our trips, pupils are billeted 

with local families and make lasting 

friendships, as well as experiencing another 

way of life and seeing a different country 

with an insider’s eyes, rather than as tourists.

In 2019, our cricketers are going to 

Barbados, where we expect hospitality as 

warm as the weather and a very different 

style of game, while the girls’ netball teams 

Take a trip to a  
new way of learning
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UPPER SCHOOL SPANISH  
TRIP TO BARCELONA

Our Sixth Form pupils lived with a host 

family, spending the week having intensive 

lessons in the Don Quijote language school 

each day, followed by excursions and activities 

to enhance their cultural knowledge.

They learnt about the art and architecture  

of Barcelona, visited Girona and Figueras 

and very much enjoyed the tapas. They 

witnessed political protests and spoke to 

young and old in support of – and against 

– the independence movement and, of 

course, improved their Spanish enormously.

FOURTH AND FIFTH FORM 
GERMAN TRIP TO BAMBERG

It’s hard not to improve your German when 

you spend a week in North Bavaria with local 

host families, who encourage you in your 

spoken German with warmth and 

enthusiasm. Intensive German lessons each 

morning at the Treffpunkt Sprachinstitut 

further developed confidence and an 

extensive cultural programme ran in the 

afternoons. A tour of the medieval town of 

Bamberg, a visit to the cinema, and a trip to 

Nuremberg, to learn about the rise of the 

National Socialist Party in the 1930s, and a 

visit to the site of the Nuremberg Rallies 

were contrasted with a trip to a water park.

“ Learning a foreign language is about  
so much more than the language itself.  
To truly communicate, you need an 
understanding of a country and its people, 
their history, culture and way of life. In  
the last ten years we have taken more than 
800 Dauntsey’s pupils on language trips  
to France, Germany and Spain. They have 
stayed with host families, attended lessons 
at language schools, visited cities and 
museums, hiked, cycled and swum and 

consumed vast quantities of croissants, 
Kuchen and churros. Many have been 
inspired to continue their language studies 
at A Level and university and all have 
returned with increased confidence and a 
better understanding of a different culture.” 
Tory Wilkes, Head of German

UPPER SIXTH GEOGRAPHY  
TRIP TO ICELAND

A five-day geography field trip to Iceland  

for 25 Upper Sixth Formers and two 

members of staff had a busy itinerary that 

included visits to the hot springs at Geysir, 

the fault lines of the Rift Valley and some 

stunning waterfalls, including Gulfoss and 

Selljellandfoss. There were memorable sights 

during a walk on top of Europe’s most 

rapidly retreating glacier, Sollheimajokull, a 

hike up a volcanic plug and some relaxation 

at the Secret Lagoon.

To link to the new A level topic Changing 
Spaces/Making Places, some urban studies 

were integrated into the programme.  

Pupils took part in an investigation into  

how the small town of Hveragerdi is 

developing its tourism industry, as well as 

analysing the success of the redevelopment 

projects in Reykjavik.

“ Iceland offers a truly exceptional 
opportunity to come face to face with  
the impacts of geography both on  
the landscape of a remarkable country  
and on its people. Students can see 
complex geographical processes unfold  
in front of their eyes and learn about  
the ways in which Iceland manages the 
hazards of its dramatic landscapes.  
They are also able to investigate how  
the country uses its landscapes for 
renewable energy production and  
economic development.” 
Andy Palmer, Head of Geography

group visited the incredible Agra Fort and 

had their first views of the Taj Mahal across 

the Yamuna River. Overwhelmed by the Taj 

Mahal and the crowds, pupils came back in 

the early morning for a chance to marvel 

and reflect.

“ A trip to India can be a life-changing 
experience. Arriving to the heat, noise and 
congestion of Delhi is a shock in itself and  
a window onto a world of unimaginable 
poverty. Yet the openness and hope 
emanating form the people we met will be 
the lasting memory of this trip. The practical 
outpouring of love and faith reminded us 
all that RS is not an just academic subject 
but a way of understanding how people  
are inspired to love and demonstrate 
generosity in their everyday lives.“ 
Rev David Johnson, School Chaplain

ART TRIP TO FLORENCE

It’s amazing how much you can pack in to 

four days in the vibrant city of Florence, as 

26 pupils discovered. The Bargello, the 

Duomo, the Uffizi, the Brancacci Chapel and 

the Davanzati Palace were highlights. Then 

there was a sight-size drawing session at the 

traditional Charles Cecil studios and 

interviews for three of the party for their 

elite Fine Art drawing and painting course 

– as well as extra ice-creams and tiramisu, 

the chance to see art in person, informal art 

history lessons and discussions on the 

influence and importance of various artists, 

which were vigorously debated with staff 

each evening at supper.

SECOND FORM  
ARCTIC ADVENTURE

Challenges, excitement, wonder and hot 

chocolate were among the highlights of the 

Second Form’s adventure. They learned to 

FIFTH FORM HISTORY TRIP  
TO THE WESTERN FRONT

In the week before the centenary of the 

Armistice, Fifth Form pupils visited the 

Western Front. The trip included a visit to 

Ypres, the nightly ceremony at the Menin 

Gate and a small church service in the attic 

of Talbot House, where soldiers went during 

the war to relax and socialise away from  

the front line. The group also spent time  

at the German Cemetery at Fricourt,  

the French Cemetery at Notre Dame de 

Lorette and the reconstructed trenches  

in Zonnebeke.

“ This year’s battlefields trip was fascinating. 
Visiting the Western Front just days away 
from the centenary of Armistice Day made 
it even more special and eye-opening.” 
Ben, Fifth Form Pupil

“ Visiting the Western Front lifts key events  
in our history from the pages of a textbook 
and makes them real. Immersing pupils  
in historical events encourages them  
to learn to assess evidence and to build  
cogent arguments.” 
Ben Sandell, Head of History

RELIGIOUS STUDIES TRIP TO INDIA

A large group of Lower School Religious 

Studies pupils was swiftly introduced to life 

in a city of 18 million people when they 

landed in Delhi for the start of their Indian 

adventure. Visiting the calm oasis of peace at 

Huyaman’s tomb, the Red Fort, Great 

Mosque and the national memorial to 

Gandhi, they soon realised that they had also 

become a tourist attraction, as fascinated 

local school groups quickly became friends.

A very memorable part of the trip was the 

visit to the Gurudwara Bangla Sahib Sikh 

Temple where, from its kitchens, volunteers 

feed 10,000 people each day. In Agra, the 

family of spider. The spider has been sent  

to Brussels for analysis and documentation 

by a global spider specialist.

The group then travelled to the Island  

of Nosy Be for a marine ecology course, 

learning how to identify corals and fish,  

and making a video record of sections of  

the coral reef for later mapping.

A series of lectures on marine ecology meant 

that pupils were often able to learn and  

then (after jumping into a wetsuit) almost 

immediately see an amazing variety of 

marine life. There were octopi, sea turtles, 

rays, endless tropical fish and they even 

swam with a small pod of dolphins.

“ We were able to get up close and  
personal with a remarkable range of 
wildlife. There is a huge number of links 
between the trip programme and Biology  
A level, so pupils found themselves with 
first-hand experience of many topics 
presented in their textbooks.”  
Vincent Muir, Head of Biology

THE NIGHTINGALES CHILDREN’S 
PROJECT IN ROMANIA

Dauntsey’s has supported the Nightingales 

Children’s Project in Cernavoda in South East 

Romania for more than ten years. Over this 

time, in excess of 200 Lower Sixth pupils  

have fundraised for and volunteered at the 

Nightingales summer school programme, 

where they work with children and young 

adults with HIV/Aids. Fundraising for the 

Project starts in January – we raised £12,000 

this year with everything from selling cakes 

to a charity auction – and the group travels 

out there in July. It’s really hard work, 

planning and organising activities or helping 

out with infrastructure improvements, and it 

can be both tiring and emotionally wearing. 

It’s a shocking contact with real hardship and 

poverty but so rewarding – this year there 

were 62 applications for 22 places.

“ The trip was a complete rollercoaster of 
emotions from the unforgettable highs of 
the daily activities and the visible difference 
they make to the children, to how crushing 
it was to have to say goodbye. The week 
was amazing, exhausting and hard-hitting 
all at the same time and I will hold it dear 
for my whole life.“  
Finley, Sixth Form

snow-shoe, ski cross-country and create 

holes in ice with an auger to fish. They went 

on night hikes, as well as night sledding  

and enjoyed many more snowball fights  

than can be counted. The group bought 

provisions and cooked each night in teams, 

having transported food back to their base 

on sledges, through deep snow.

They also visited a Swedish school, met some 

of the pupils and went to a challenge centre. 

Possibly the high point of the trip was the 

husky sledding, when the dogs pulled them 

across a frozen lake and through the snowy 

forest. The last day in Sweden saw the 

Snowlympics and a range of competitions, 

including sledging races, snowball-throwing 

and an Arctic marathon. 

“ I learnt new things, tried new things and 
overcame fears. I have improved in lots of 
things – such as cooking, snowshoeing, 
cross country skiing, base building, dog 
sledging and Swedish!” 
Humphrey, Second Form

“ Adventure education trips provide an 
opportunity for pupils to test themselves in 
new environments, interact with cultures 
beyond the School bubble and learn to 
organise themselves in thought and action.” 
Sam Moore, Head of Adventure.

BIOLOGY TRIP TO MADAGASCAR

This conservation trip started in a forest site 

in the north of Madagascar, where A level 

biologists and teachers conducted scientific 

investigations involving searching for specific 

groups of animals, such as spiders, lemurs, 

chameleons, birds, frogs and butterflies. One 

survey took place at night and was led by a 

PhD student who was interested in a 

particular spider of the Archaeidae family – 

and one of our group found what is now 

thought to be a new species within this 
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For at least 12 weeks of the year, they must meet the government’s 

420-minute exercise target and prove it, through detailed timekeeping. 

It teaches the importance of maintaining personal wellbeing. Then 

they have to volunteer in a sports endeavour for 100 hours over  

the year. This could be anything from helping to run the climbing  

or hockey club to studying sports photography in their spare time. 

Finally they have to run an event themselves, planning it Apprentice-

style and working as a team. They have to run a committee, keep 

accurate minutes and work out budgets. Last year’s group set up  

and managed a triathlon.

While it’s not an A level, it’s taken seriously on a UCAS form and by 

employers, who know that students who have only taken academic 

subjects can be less able to work independently, or in teams, or deal 

with failure, simply because they lack experience. Sport fills that gap.

We know that we’re extremely lucky to have both the facilities and 

time to allow our pupils to explore the joy of exercise and sport 

during their years here, so we share the facilities with our local 

community. We hope that everyone who uses them comes closer  

to Juvenal’s ideal.

being children (the noise level has risen considerably). This all helps 

towards hitting the government target of children exercising at least 

420 minutes a week.

In the Senior School, the use of mobile phones during breaks is becoming 

much less common, because the pupils have so many choices of activities 

and enjoy the social side of taking part in a sport instead. This can 

vary from a friendly kickabout to serious training for a specific event.

Finding time for sport while studying for GCSEs and A levels is 

crucial. Being physical helps with mental acuity, improving both 

concentration and sleep quality. We encourage people in the run-up 

to exams to take time away from their books and do something 

physical, to clear their minds and give their subconscious time to 

absorb what they’re learning.

The teenage years are also the time when muscle memory is 

established and the body you create as a sporty teenager is the  

one you will snap back to in later life when you exercise again. 

Exercise while you’re young also helps protect against conditions 

such as osteoporosis.

A PIONEERING APPROACH

In the Lower Sixth, we’ve introduced a pioneering approach to 

exercise – the Youth Sport Award. Some four years ago, Old 

Dauntseian rower and Olympic silver medallist Guin Batten was 

working with the Youth Sport Trust at Loughborough University and 

asked us if we would like to pilot the award, alongside 14 state schools.

The idea was to combat childhood obesity through structured 

exercise, analysis and taking personal responsibility. We’ve now been 

running the Youth Sport Gold Award, which is open to pupils 

studying A levels, for three years. This year, 13 are taking part. They 

have two lessons a week with the PE department and two with our 

Head of Adventure, Sam Moore, who focuses on leadership. Pupils 

start with reflection – what their strengths and weaknesses are, what 

they want to improve and why. At the end of 12 months, they have 

to assess what they’ve achieved and learned.

Childhood obesity is a global phenomenon affecting all developed 

countries, irrespective of social status, gender or race. The causes are 

varied, but a major reason is the ubiquity of computers and mobile 

phones. These are leading our children into a sedentary existence that 

swaps physical play and games for sitting on a chair tapping at a screen. 

And when they’re not playing electronic games, children are using 

social media that can have an unhealthy effect on their mental state.

SPORT FOR EVERYONE

While we can’t turn the clock back to a pre-mobile age, we can 

make sport and games something for every child, of every age and 

of every ability. That is what happens at Dauntsey’s, where we’re 

helping to raise a new generation who are not only physically skilled 

and fit, but are also more confident, resilient and mentally tough.

Through sport, they learn teamwork and comradeship, self-discipline 

and how to deal with failure, along with gaining a real sense of 

achievement. All of these life skills will stay with them way beyond 

school – and will be passed on when they themselves have children 

and hopefully ensure that their offspring are active.

A healthy mind in a healthy body is as relevant now as it was when 
the Roman poet Juvenal first coined the phrase almost two millennia 
ago. But today, when there are so many distractions, it is vital that 
sport is a part of everyday life, says Marcus Olsen, Head of Sport

We’re exceptionally fortunate in the wealth of facilities at the  

School, from playing fields and our sports centre to the swimming 

pool, gym and climbing wall. More than 50 activities are available  

to pupils and most take part in at least two each week. There is 

literally something for everyone and we ensure that all pupils, of all 

abilities, can represent the School, with 750 team matches a year, 

from A teams to D teams.

Every pupil has a chance to play other schools and to take part in 

internal school competitions, while pupils with athletic talent are 

trained and encouraged to make the most of their abilities and can 

go on to become county, national and Olympic medallists.

We highlight sport from the very start of a pupil’s life here. There are 

three compulsory physical education sessions a week and pupils have 

access to extra-curricular activities at clubs during lunchtime and after 

School each day.

We have now banned mobile phones in the Lower School during 

school hours – they’re locked away. The result has been transformative. 

Instead of seeing pupils gaming, texting or using social media during 

breaks, they’re playing football, table tennis or just charging about 

 This  sporting  
   life
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• Rugby
• Hockey
• Netball
• Football
• Basketball
• Athletics
• Tennis
• Cricket

• Swimming
• Rifle shooting
• Fencing
• Equestrian
• Climbing
• Gym
• Kayaking
• Squash

• Tri-cross
• Trampolining
• Karate
• Yoga
• Archery
• Rowing

SPORTS AT DAUNTSEY'S

EXTRA-CURRICULAR SPORTS INCLUDECORE SPORTS



A closer look at… 
the Mercers, Lectures

Dauntsey’s
West Lavington, Devizes, Wiltshire. SN10 4HE
01380 814500  info@dauntseys.org  www.dauntseys.org

Dauntsey’s

A school in the heart of rural Wiltshire may seem an unlikely place to hear and question some of  
the leading figures of the 21st century – but that’s what the Mercers’ Lectures bring to Dauntsey’s.

Several times a term, big names in 

fields as diverse as manned space 

flight, marine biology, the English 

constitution and royal palaces come to 

the School to share their stories and insights – 

and that was just in Autumn 2018, which 

featured Libby Jackson of the UK Space 

Agency, broadcaster and explorer Monty 

Halls, historian Dr David Starkey, and Dr Lucy 

Worsley, curator of Historic Royal Palaces.

Spring 2019 will bring an insider’s look at the 

complexities of the modern Middle East from 

the BBC’s Frank Gardner and a look at 

modern sport from award-winning broadcaster 

Alison Mitchell, who has covered events 

including the Ashes, Wimbledon and the 

Olympic Games. Summer 2019 brings Eddie 

The Eagle Edwards, whose have-a-go attitude 

to ski jumping made him a national hero and 

the subject of the eponymous 2015 film.

Previous speakers have included environ-

mentalist Sir Tim Smit, entrepreneur Jo 

Fairley, who founded Green & Blacks chocolate, 

adventurer Steve Backshall and Welsh 

international rugby union referee Nigel Owens.

“The Lectures are designed to broaden our 

pupils’ perspectives and introduce them to 

ideas, topics, themes and experiences that 

go far beyond the boundaries of the 

classroom and a conventional education,” 

says Registrar Jo Sagers, who organises  

the programme.

“I’m always looking for interesting speakers and 

welcome suggestions and contacts from pupils, 

parents and Old Dauntseians, many of whom 

attend all of the lectures. The programme for 

2019/2020 is still in development but we are 

delighted to have secured historian and author 

Publicised widely, the lectures are open to  

all: pupils, parents, local schools and groups 

as well as the wider community. All lectures 

are free to attend and are held in our 

800-seat Memorial Hall, one of the largest 

venues in the county.

You can find the latest lecture programme 

and booking form at www.dauntseys.org.

Alison Weir; former soldier, adventurer and 

television presenter Ant Middeton; the 

Yorkshire Shepherdess Amanda Owen; and 

the rugby commentator Ian Robertson.”

The Sixth Form enjoy special access to 

speakers, as they can join a discussion group, 

followed by supper at the Head Master’s 

house before the lecture itself.

“  These lectures give us the opportunity to broaden our horizons  
and learn from the life lessons of leaders from industry, the  
world of adventure and sport. For me, the lectures have sparked 
new personal interests which I have never considered before.  
They are a real highlight of life at School” Upper Sixth pupil


