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Guy King-Reynolds (1923-2018)
Guy Edwin King-Reynolds was born in 1923 in York and educated there at St Peter’s School. After wartime
service with the RAF he went up to Emmanuel College, Cambridge where he read Geography, graduating
in 1947. All but four of the next 22 years were spent teaching at Solihull School, latterly as second master.
Dauntsey’s in 1969 was in need of both refreshment and a vision for the future. Cometh the hour, cometh the
man and under the leadership of the redoubtable Arthur Hemens the governing body made an inspired choice
in appointing Guy King-Reynolds as Head Master. Within two years girls had entered the Sixth Form, followed
soon after by the construction of a multi-purpose hall which has stood the test of time, and then the skilful
steering towards full independence when the direct grant system was abolished. Alongside this was a passion
for the arts, most especially drama, which flourished under his close eye and encouragement. Schoolchildren
can be notoriously conservative, but the suspicion with which Guy and his new ways were initially viewed was
to give way to a recognition that here was someone determined to improve the School, improve the education
of his charges, and improve the quality of their lives – both then and for the future. With that recognition
came respect, gratitude and affection. Furthermore, the modernisation of Dauntsey’s - for that is what we can
now see it for - ensured the survival into the next century of William Dauntsey’s legacy. And so it was good
that the well attended memorial service on 1 May (in his Memorial Hall) gave the Dauntsey community of
both past and present the opportunity to honour the man who dedicated sixteen years of his life to making
Dauntsey’s a better place.
Philip Nokes (64-70)

Mark Lascelles (Head Master)
Another academic year is drawing to a close as we look forward on Speech Day to celebrating the pupils’ many
fine achievements. It has certainly been a most rewarding and successful year, with 819 youngsters enjoying an
exhilarating education in our splendid facilities. For the first time there are more girls than boys in the School –
it was a long time ago that the first six girls arrived in 1971. It gives me enormous pleasure to see our boys and
girls prosper and flourish – we have a very happy school.
It was with great sadness that we heard of the passing in early March of Guy King-Reynolds, Head Master
from 1969 to 1985, Guy was a dynamic, visionary leader, with strong ambitions and expectations. He was
truly instrumental in laying the foundations for much of today’s prosperity as he drove the School forward in
uncertain times. A memorable service of thanksgiving and celebration of his life was held in the Memorial Hall
on 1 May.
I would like to pay tribute to the Chairman of Governors, Richard Handover, who retires at the end of
July after 17 years of distinguished service to Dauntsey’s. Under Richard’s stewardship, with prudent fiscal
management, strong business practice and many bold decisions, the School has expanded and developed into
a serious player in the independent schools’ sector. We were most fortunate that Richard and Veronica chose
Dauntsey’s for their children’s education back in 1990; this started a long, fruitful association with the School.
Richard’s loyalty and commitment to Dauntsey’s have been exemplary and inspiring.
As we enjoy the summer sunshine, contractors are on site laying a new eight lane athletics track in front of the
Pavilion. This will be a welcome addition to our extensive sports facilities and is good timing as our athletes
recently wrestled the prestigious Lutra Shield from Millfield.
It is always a pleasure to see former pupils and to hear their news and views. Do please attend one of our
many OD events or just pop in for a visit – you are always most welcome at Dauntsey’s.

Mark Neve (Head of Foundation)
As I sit in the Foundation Office reflecting on the past year, the guns on Salisbury Plain are pounding away something many of you will remember. It has been a busy year, with many enjoyable OD events and activities.
One of the highlights was the fortieth anniversary weekend of the 1977 and 1978 leavers in May, which included
a tree planting ceremony and sumptuous dinner.
It has been a pleasure to welcome numerous ODs back to School and hear tales from the past. Many remark that
the campus is barely recognisable today, but, despite all the new developments and extensive landscaping, there
are still a few distinctive pockets that remain from the old days.
I would like to sincerely thank all ODs and friends of the School who have supported our fundraising efforts.
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we have raised over £100,000 this year – a really pleasing outcome. The
support we receive is greatly appreciated and makes a significant difference to our plans and aspirations.
News items from ODs, ideally with a picture or two, are always most gratefully received, so please continue to
send updates and any archive material. Do let us know if you would like help organising a reunion or event.
Finally, please remember we are the hub for ODs, with over 4500 former pupils on our database; we are more
than happy to help and support you in any way we can.

School News
Athletics Success

D of E Gold

Upper School Dance Show

It has been a tremendous season for our
athletes, with both the boys’ and girls’ teams
excelling in their track and field events.
The senior girls’ team was unbeaten for the
second season in a row, and for the senior
boys’ team the highlight of an outstanding
season was winning the prestigious
Lutra Shield at the Yeovil Arena, beating
Sherborne, Bryanston, Wellington, Taunton,
Blundells, Kingswood and Millfield.
45 Upper School pupils performed in the
highly energetic and exciting Dance Show
Step Up, an adaptation of the well known
film.

Girls’ Cricket Flourishes

Authors visit Dauntsey’s

Upper Sixth student Becky Herrett enjoyed
a day out at St James’s Palace to collect her
D of E Gold Award. Becky completed her
programme in record time – a masterpiece of
motivation and organisation.

Football Tour

The School has welcomed three popular
authors to talk to our pupils: Rob LloydJones, author of the popular Wild Boy and
Jake Atlas series of books; Beverley Naidoo,
a South African author of children’s books
who won the Carnegie Medal with her
renowned The Other Side of Truth; and Jon
Stock, an author of spy novels including the
popular Legoland trilogy. Even the most
reluctant readers were inspired to pick up a
book and get reading.

At the start of the Easter holidays 17 of our
footballers visited Eindhoven for an end
of season tour. The professional coaching
the boys received at PSV Eindhoven’s De
Herdgang training ground and youth
academy was superb. A highlight was
meeting former Dutch internationals Ruud
van Nistelrooy and Boudewijn Zenden. The
squad played two matches against local
opposition, resulting in a comfortable 7-2
win and a thrilling 2-2 draw, scoring twice
in the final five minutes. A good omen for
England’s chances in the World Cup?

The Girls’ Cricket Club at School was started
in 2014 by Art Teacher and international
cricketer Sarah Rountree. She now runs two
junior teams and an intermediate team, with
several matches during the season. There
is plenty of promising young talent coming
through the ranks and two girls have gained
county honours for Wiltshire.

Industry Awards

Young Artists
A group of Form 2 pupils rose to the
challenge and completed their own version
of Guernica by Pablo Picasso.

Mathematicians Shine

Congratulations to two of our Upper Sixth
formers who have secured prestigious
industry awards. In September Sam Arnold
will be undertaking a degree apprenticeship
with Jaguar Landrover, and Henry Green has
landed a Year in Industry placement with
Rolls Royce in Derby.

Having won the regional heat, an intrepid team of Further Mathematicians progressed to the
National Final of the Senior Team Mathematics Challenge. The standard was exceptionally
high, but the Dauntsey’s team finished an impressive 26th out of the 88 entries – our best
ever result. In the poster round a stylish analysis of the mathematics of bell ringing was
rewarded with a top five place.

School News

Then and Now: The Warrington

Mercers’ Lectures
The popular programme of Mercers’
Lectures continues apace, with recent guests
including International Rugby Union referee
Nigel Owens, Olympic Rowing gold medallist
Heather Stanning, and founder of Green &
Black’s Jo Fairley.

Construction of an eight lane athletics track on the main School site beyond the new Pavilion
will bring to mind for some the construction of the Warrington some 80 years ago.
The Warrington had formed part of the historic Manor estate, but in the 1914 sale it passed
elsewhere and was not included with the Manor as purchased by the School in 1929. By
that time it was part of the Clyffe Hall estate owned by Lord Warrington. Following his
death in 1937 Clyffe Hall was put up for sale, but prior to auction Warrington’s widow sold
to Dauntsey’s what came to be known as the Warrington Field – or simply the Warrington.
Clyffe Hall itself was sold to a young London barrister, becoming a hotel.
The School was then faced with the daunting task of levelling “an undulating piece of
inferior grazing land” for use as a sports field. In accordance with the prevailing ethos of
Head Master George Olive this was to be done by the staff and boys themselves, under the
supervision of science master Ronald Barron. Work was begun in the winter of 1938-39, a
light track being laid and tipper trucks pushed by boys used to move the soil around. It was
said that Ronald Barron, ever an enthusiast, would even spend his spare time working away
on his own. By 1941 the work was complete – along with the planting of a magnificent
rhododendron avenue leading into the Manor Woods. Used for both athletics and team
sports, in its heyday it was said to be one of the best hockey pitches in the south of England.
That self-help ethos of the School is a thing of the past, the nostalgic memory of older ODs
for whom distance may perhaps encourage the memory to grow fonder. And now with
consummate ease the new track is being constructed with mighty juggernauts achieving great
tasks in the twinkling of an eye.

OD Visitors

Changes at the Top
At the end of the school year Richard
Handover steps down as Chairman of
Governors. We are grateful to him for
the significant part he has played in the
School’s success during his thirteen years at
the helm and wish him a long and happy
retirement. He is succeeded by Lucy Walsh
Waring, Vice-Chairman for the past six years.
Lucy, who lives in Wiltshire and is a Mercers’
nominated governor, previously practised
as a commercial solicitor. The new ViceChairman is Nicholas Elliott, a governor since
2013 who lives locally. We welcome both to
their new positions.

Stephen Pan (78-80)

Annie Prosser (05-10)

Claude Rutter (42-47)

David Taylor (55-60)

Jon Cadwallader (58-61)

Eric Heung (83-87)

Hugh Davenport (71-76)

Jim Bruges (12-17)

Matt Hemens (80-83)

Roger Dean (62-65)

Robin Cole (61-65)

Lucy Ager (86-91)

OD Events
40 Year Anniversary Celebrations - May 2018

Match Day Entertainment - December 2018

OD News

On a visit to Skomer Island Nick Billing (6166) in the red hat met up with David James
(59-65) for the second time since they were
at School together.

On 10 May, school friends David Gladwin
(47-53) and John Haspel (46-51) reunited
after more than 60 years. They were Officer
Cadets in 1955, spending ten weeks together
under arduous and strenuous conditions.
The picture was taken by John’s wife Joan
on the terrace of their lovely home in the
Yorkshire Dales.

Gerry Lawrence (54-59) and his wife Heather
had the greatest pleasure in meeting up
with Hugh Murdoch (55-60) and his wife
Joanne in Rio de Janeiro. They were at
School together 60 years ago and both
played in the 1959 rugby team. Gerry lives in
Australia and Hugh has lived for most of his
life in Brazil.

Catherine Hughes (84-91) is teaching in
Ethiopia; she is pictured with her Year 1
class. She met her Ethopian husband during
a VSO placement and they have three
children.

Receiving recognition in the New Year
Honours list were Chris Loveday (64-68)
MBE for services to children and people
with mental health issues, and the School
Chaplain’s wife, Shahina Johnson MBE, for
services to the arts and creative industries in
Swindon.

David Adam (56-59) is now retired after
over 50 years as an antique dealer. Father
of four children, grandfather of nine
and married for 52 years, David has also
been involved in horseracing for over 25
years, serving as a Steward at most of the
South East racecourses. He is currently
Chairman of Racing to School, a charity
that takes children to racecourses and studs
throughout Britain to help with outdoor
learning and self confidence.

The Daily Telegraph featured an article
about a new book written by Desmond
Morris (41-45) called The Lives of the
Surrealists. The text includes: ”His
introduction to surrealism came via a book
he stumbled upon in the Dauntsey’ School
library called The Painter’s Object”. Desmond
recalls the year was 1944 and that moment
changed his life.

CAN’s former Technical Director, James Wong
(76-81), can now be found volunteering his
engineering expertise to the national charity
Remap. James is fit and well following a
serious accident in 2016.

A group of friends from the class of 1998
enjoyed celebrating the New Year together.
Pictured from left to right are: Caroline
Hawkes, Sarah Harbour, Minnie Peel, Lucy
Bernard, Natalie Johnson, Naomi Long, Sam
Holden, and Kate and Louise WansbroughJones.

Stuart (92-99) and Polly Clayton (94-99)
(née Sinnett-Jones) are happy to announce
the birth of their son Carwyn Jim Clayton,
known as CJ, on 8 May.
Jamie Handover (95-00) is the lead vocalist
for the indie rock band HOO HAs. A new
single, Rantra, was released in April.

OD News

Marcus Roffey (93-98) lives in California
and works on the design and engineering
of future premium battery-electric cars for
Tesla. His time studying Design Technology
at Dauntsey’s started him along a path that
led to a Product Design degree, and a career
specialising in Perceived Quality. Marcus is
pictured with a Tesla Model 3 in front of the
San Francisco Bay Bridge.

Ben Mackie (04-09) is moving back to
Wiltshire to join the Wiltshire Police. Ben
and his wife Jess are expecting their first
child in July. Mr and Mrs Mackie, proud
grandparents to be, live in Australia in a
town called Salisbury (quite a coincidence),
13km from Brisbane. They are very
kindly offering assistance, temporary
accommodation and any other help that
might be needed to current pupils or ODs
who find themselves in Brisbane. Details
available from the Foundation Office

Talented rugby player and former 1st XV
captain Will Britton (08-15), pictured right, is
enjoying a successful rugby career with Bath.

ASC Shipbuilding was recognised with a
prestigious international award from the
Royal Institute of Naval Architects (RINA).
At a gala awards ceremony in London,
Matt Sinnett-Jones (92-97) received the
Lloyd’s Register Maritime Safety Award for
Technological Innovation on behalf of the
company.

Robert Haskins (62-67) has recently published
a book – A Quarter Cornish. The book is
crammed full of yarns about his idiosyncratic
family, some of whom left England and
Cornwall for adventure far and wide.
“He brings historical events to sparkling
life through the ‘menagerie’ of this one
family; the reader can quickly and easily
become absorbed in this most evocative and
enthralling epitome of a life story”. Robert
appears on the back cover in his smart OD
blazer. Please email quarter.cornish@gmail.
com if you would like to buy a copy.

John Freedland (56-61), now 75 years old,
often reflects on how Dauntsey’s helped to
shape his life as he relaxes on his veranda
at home in Sweden. He dedicated his life to
helping those in need, joining the Universal
Peace Organisation which is established in
190 countries worldwide. Having worked
for many years in South Korea helping
set up practical projects to develop local
communities, John is watching the North
Korean talks with great interest and hope
for the future.

Liam McKeown (72-76) is pictured shooting
the Lava Falls in the Grand Canyon.
Tom Pickett (99-06), a talented Music
Technology student in his time at Dauntsey’s,
is celebrating his success as the joint winner
of the SSE Audio Group’s employee of the
year award.
John Wyles (86-93) has just opened a new
venture – The Honeystreet Mill Café on the
banks of the Kennet and Avon canal. John
and his mother have run the India Shop in
Honeystreet for two decades and have now
transformed the warehouse part of the
building into a family friendly café.

Canon Claude Rutter (42-47) has written his
memoirs in a book called A Proper Rural
Dean. There is a lovely chapter reflecting
on his time at school in West Lavington.
The book is not for general sale, but copies
may be obtained from Claude at his home
address: Home Farm, Chilson, South Chard,
Somerset TA20 2NX.

ODyssey
It’s thanks to you

I would like to express huge gratitude to all our donors who have supported Dauntsey’s in the 2017-18 academic year.
Old Dauntseians
Richard
Hargreaves
James
Nairne
John
Pike		
John
Couzens
Michael
Hillier
Michael
Brodie
Claude
Rutter
John
Lambert
Roger
Whatley
Richard
Evans
Selwyn
Image
Euan
Macfadyen
Richard
Kidner
Trevor
Shepherd
Michael
Houghton
Neil
Smith
David
Taylor
Neville
Stanton
Paul
Bancroft
Jon
Cadwallader
Michael
George
Richard
Snook
Mark
Clenshaw
Philip
Nokes
Robert
Walden

32-36
37-42
37-42
40-46
40-44
42-46
42-47
44-50
46-53
51-56
51-57
51-55
52-58
52-57
54-62
55-61
55-60
57-63
58-65
58-61
58-63
58-62
62-69
64-70
65-68

In Memoriam
David Watts (49-56) November 2017
Arthur George (47-53) December 2017
H J H (John) Henderson (47-52) January 2018
Stanley Radnedge (43-48) January 2018
Roger Davies (30-34) February 2018, shortly
after his 100th birthday
Oliver ‘Ollie’ Kemp (96-01) April 2018
Myles Spencer (80-85) April 2018

Hugh
Nicholas
Jeremy
David
James
Julian
Simon
Stephen
Christopher
Susan
Charlotte
Phaedra
Lois
Sally
Daud
Patrick
Jerry

Piggott
Gosling
Anderson
Linsay
Gosling
Sims		
Buckley
Pan		
Long
Long
Howard
Binns
McGuffog
Bull		
Mydin
White
Hung

66-71
67-74
69-76
69-77
72-79
74-78
78-85
78-80
79-84
82-84
82-88
83-90
84-91
88-91
91-93
02-07
06-08

1 donation from an OD who wishes to remain
anonymous
		
Parents and Friends		
Mr & Mrs J D Abel
Dr A Armstrong
Mr & Mrs N J Badman
Mr R E J Bernays
Mr C F Chan & Ms W M Chau
Mrs M Clough

Mrs C Creed
Dr & Mrs K Daniels
Mr J Franks & Mrs A M Caridad Arranz
Mrs L Hamilton-White
Mr & Mrs R N Harding
Mr D Howard
Mr & Mrs A Jacobs
Mr M Kemper & Ms S Pollitt
Mr & Mrs C Lacey
Mr S H Lai & Ms S Lui
Mr C M Lam & Ms M C Sit
Mr P Lane
Mr & Mrs A Litherland
Mr C H Markes & Mrs K M Linton
Mr & Mrs A Maton
Mr M Neve
Mr H S Ong & Mrs K L Farbrace
Mr & Mrs J Parkes
Mr & Mrs J Parr
Mr & Mrs N S M Prichard
Mr & Mrs R M Pugh-Cook
Mr & Mrs W Robertson
Mrs J Romijn
Mr & Mrs A Shenoy
Mr & Mrs S Shepherd
Mr & Mrs Q Smith
Mr & Mrs R Steptoe
Mr & Mrs E J Welch
Mr Y Yip & Ms M M Chan

Breaking News
There are joint winners of the 2018 Richard
Sandbrook Award. Xavier Pye (14-16) is
working on a project with The Nestling Trust
to provide reliable and sustainable energy
to a remote part of Nepal. Isabel O’Keeffe
(04-11) will be teaching English, Mathematics
and Science in a primary school in Malawi
and helping with the school’s development.

Peter Lloyd (45-49) April 2018
This year’s Christmas show is the award
winning Our House. Revolving around the
music of British band Madness, this lively
and entertaining musical will be performed
4 - 8 December.

Peter Wyles (former Clerk to the Governors
72-05) January 2018
Amelia Rendell,née Freebury, (wife of Leslie
Rendell and former Manor Matron) January
2018

On the agenda...

Contact details:

Mark Neve: m.neve@dauntseys.org

OD Golf Day: Friday 31 August 2018
5 Year Leavers’ Dinner: 15 September 2018
Olive Society Lunch: 20 September 2018
OD London Drinks: 18 October 2018
Match Day Entertainment: 17 November 2018

		

Julie Romijn: j.romijn@dauntseys.org

Dauntsey’s
West Lavington
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 4HE
01380 814500
info@dauntseys.org

