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“ You pick up the atmosphere  
of a school almost as soon as 
you arrive there – I call it the 
ten-minute test. At Dauntsey’s, 
it’s relaxed, open and friendly. 
Visitors invariably remark  
on it.” Mark McFarland
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We are family

Happiness and success are the two things that 
most parents put at the top of their wish list 
for their children. Here, we prioritise happiness. 
If our pupils – and our staff – are happy, success 
will follow.

That’s why, when people are new to Dauntsey’s,  

the emphasis during the early weeks is on making 

friends. To help, we offer a wide range of adventure 

and house-based activities, as well as an impressive 

range of clubs and societies, with opportunities 

woven into the school day. There is something for 

everyone, from sport, drama and music to sailing, 

Mandarin or model railways.

While everyone is, understandably, a little nervous 

when they start a new school, this allows them to 

discover where their talents lie, to meet like-minded 

people and build their self-confidence.

Once they have adjusted to their new environment 

and feel that they belong here, we can increase the 

focus on their academic progress. Equally, I expect 

our pupils to start contributing to the community 

around them, whether that means helping to organise 

a house charity fund-raiser, taking part in a competition 

or simply offering sympathy and support to a friend.

Of course, this is not a one-off process. It continues 

throughout each pupil’s school life: working together, 

looking out for each other, taking and sharing the 

many opportunities, and enjoying all of this.

The fact that almost all our Fifth and Upper Sixth 

Formers choose to stay on after the summer exams 

have finished speaks volumes for the pleasure they 

take in being part of the School – a place where 

everyone is accepted and respected for who they  

are and what they can offer.

From the Head Master

This isn’t a bubble of privilege. Many parents 

make real sacrifices to send their children to 

us and the children are aware that they are 

lucky to be here. They want to do well and 

make the most of the opportunities. This 

positive approach permeates the School.

Having pupils aged 11 to 18 is also 

significant. The youngest pupils are so 

enthusiastic that it cuts through any 

adolescent cynicism and the senior pupils 

take them under their wing, like older 

brothers and sisters. 

Around half our pupils are actually siblings 

and we have a lot of children and even 

grandchildren of Old Dauntseians, so it’s a 

family school as well as a school family.

Being co-educational helps as well. We were 

one of the first private schools to become fully 

co-educational back in the 1970s, so there’s 

no novelty in living and working alongside 

each other. The pupils get on together as 

human beings, rather than regarding the 

opposite sex as if they were aliens.

The cornerstone of school life is the house 

system. Every pupil joins either a boarding or 

day house, which are mixed in the Lower 

School and single sex from age 14 to 18. 

These are their home from home, a source  

of personal and academic guidance and 

support, and a family within the School. 

There are house-based sports, charity 

fund-raisers, outings, bake-offs and a myriad 

of activities that bring people together, help 

them to work as a team and form strong 

friendships. Our firm belief is that if children 

are having fun, they will be happy – and 

happy children generally learn and prosper.

There is a buddy system for newcomers, 

along with mentoring and peer counselling 

programmes. These make it easy for 

newcomers to integrate and for anyone in 

need of advice to find it in the student body, 

as well as from staff. For example, older 

pupils can help the younger ones to 

recognise the pitfalls of social media, or 

show them how to deal with exam stress. 

Such advice is often much more powerful 

than similar input from a teacher.

Being in the heart of the countryside, 

surrounded by natural beauty, lifts your 

spirits – and it has practical benefits, too. 

There isn’t a Starbucks or a shopping centre 

or any competing local attractions, so 

Parents and pupils often remark on the warm 
and welcoming atmosphere at Dauntsey’s. Here, 
Mark McFarland, Second Master, and Eleni 
Conidaris, Head of the Lower School, look at the 
secret of the School’s positive and distinctive spirit.

everyone gets involved in the sport, the 

drama, the adventure, the music, the clubs 

and societies. Pupils get to know each other 

better by participating in these joint areas of 

school life, cutting across year groups and 

academic interests. They learn to work 

together while they pursue their own passions.

As a six-day-a-week School with boarding at 

its heart and extracurricular activities woven 

into the day, we strike a balance between 

academic lessons and developing other 

interests. Evening events, such as lectures, 

drama and musical performances, are open 

to day pupils as well, while Saturday night 

socials and Sunday outings are often 

highlights of the week.

A rural community tends to be close-knit, 

which makes it easier for pupils to get 

involved with other local institutions, 

whether that means lending a hand with 

sports coaching for children from a local 

primary school or volunteering in a charity 

shop or old people’s home.

And the fact that we have a compact 

campus means that people of different ages 

and with different friends see each other 

every day as they move between their house, 

their lessons and their extra-curricular 

activities. Pupils aren’t anonymous – others 

will notice if they’re unhappy and step in to 

do something about it if they can. If they 

can’t, they’ll come to an adult for help.

Discipline never really seems to be an issue. 

There’s an acceptance of rules, and pupils 

understand that actions have consequences. 

If something goes wrong, there might be a 

punishment, but it is then important to learn 

from it, move on quickly and put it behind you.

Above all, the goodwill is amazing. It’s what 

makes Dauntsey’s such a rewarding place to 

live, work and learn.

riendship is at the heart of the special 

atmosphere at Dauntsey’s – friendship 

between pupils, between staff, and between 

pupils and staff. Relationships are relaxed 

and informal but also based on mutual respect.

Diversity of intake is an important factor that 

contributes to the School’s character. More than 

160 pupils are joining us this year from over 100 

different schools, a mixture of state primaries 

and independent prep schools, some local 

and others further afield. Having a community 

that includes a wide range of young people 

with different backgrounds and talents 

encourages tolerance and understanding.

F
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WHAT WE STUDY

In GCSE Religious Studies, there are three papers: 

Christianity – beliefs and practices; Islam – beliefs and 

practices, and Philosophy and ethics

We cover topics such as sexuality and gender, sexual 

equality, pacifism, revelation and miracles and the 

dialogue between religions.

In A level Religion, Philosophy and Ethics, the scope 

broadens. Among many other approaches, we look at 

how we can use the concepts and ideals expressed in  

the world’s largest religion, Christianity, to understand 

how and why people do what they do and how we can 

react to it.

Pupils grow to understand why some people believe there 

is a God and why others don’t. They learn the difference 

between moral and natural evil and move on to apply 

philosophical theories to contemporary issues such as 

sexuality, the environment and the world of business.

ASK YOURSELF…

Why do good people do bad things?

Is violence always wrong?

What is the point of punishment?

Does evil exist?

Is there a difference between law and justice?

Is there a God?

How does culture influence religion?

Is morality the same as ethics?

How do I make my own decisions?

Big Bang or Biblical Creation?

What happens when I die?

Should I forgive you when you hurt me?
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Big Green 
      School

The study of religion is the study of humanity – of our concepts of right and wrong, 
good and evil, salvation and forgiveness and the rules that we have created to govern 
our societies. It expands to cover philosophy and ethics and takes in topics as diverse as 
gender and sexuality, war, the environment, the world of business and justice.

in her hair, so the wearing of a head  

and/or face covering could be seen to be  

a practical matter which has been turned 

into religious teaching. 

 

You learn about the way 
different people live their lives 
and the different cultures 
around the world, which is very 
helpful in the world today.

Emily, Third Form

GREAT HISTORIC THINKERS

Pupils also need to consider the relationship 

between morality and religion. These can be 

difficult to separate but we debate whether 

morality is based on religion – or whether it 

might be the other way round.

This is where we enter the world of some  

of the greatest thinkers of all time, since 

modern approaches would not exist without 

the pioneering work of Plato, Aristotle, 

Socrates and the other ancient Greeks and  

it fascinates the pupils to see how their 

influence persists. Aristotle’s ideas, to take 

just one example, continue to exert an 

influence on the Catholic Church.

This absolutely isn’t Bible studies 
and it isn’t only for people who 
want to become priests. It’s 
thinking about thinking, about 
human belief systems and how 
and why they are created, how and 
why they develop. The approach 
is secular, although when you look 
at many moral and philosophical 
concepts, what we’d recognise as 
religious principles are often at 
their heart – selfless love, treating 
others as you’d like to be treated 
and so on.

Sam, Lower Sixth Form

LEARNING FOR LIFE

Studying religion, philosophy and ethics 

leads to a better understanding of people, 

and how they think and behave because of 

their religious and cultural background. That 

is invaluable in later life, whatever career and 

life choices one makes.

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics, says Julian 
Holland, Head of Religious Studies, is a 

subject that fosters universally applicable skills, 

helping pupils to develop, analyse and test ideas 

and arguments, and become clearer thinkers.

Everyone is searching for meaning in their 

lives, and the need for religion is an aspect of 

that search and fulfils a central role in the 

psyche of the world.

The intrinsic problem facing all students of 

religious studies is picking out what is really 

relevant and what is supposition or belief – 

what is fact and what is faith.

No student can question received wisdom 

without analysing the basis for that wisdom. 

We aim to give our students a framework 

through which they can question the 

meaning of life – how and why people think 

what they think. Everything must be tested 

and every motivation examined.

The most successful business leaders can 

read people and understand their motivations. 

A lawyer needs to know how to ask the 

questions that will elicit the answers that build 

an argument. A GP who takes into account a 

patient’s cultural and religious background finds 

it easier to see what might be behind a medical 

problem. A journalist or researcher must frame 

questions carefully when dealing with people 

from different religions or cultures.

This is both an intellectually stimulating area of 

study and immensely practical – which is surely 

what should lie at the heart of education. Other 

subjects offer the chance to learn theories. 

This gives the opportunity to understand 

more than you can possibly imagine.

Religious Studies looks at the 
bigger picture in a way that my 
other A levels don’t. You aren’t 
restricted to a single set of facts 
and your ability to think for 
yourself isn’t constrained. You 
can question and debate really 
crucial topics that just aren’t 
found elsewhere in the curriculum.

Betty, Upper Sixth Form

All the pupils, whatever their age or stage of 

education, grasp this quickly and thoroughly 

enjoy the chance to think independently, 

form opinions and debate them.

You learn how to form and test 
opinions. There isn’t necessarily 
a right or wrong answer. It’s 
about mental and intellectual 
freedom, unpicking how people 
think and behave and why they 
do what they do, then seeing if 
your theories stand up to scrutiny.

Sasha, Third Form

RELIGION, FAITH AND MORALITY

The difference between religions and faiths is 

one of the key issues of our time. All religious 

traditions can essentially be distilled down to 

one central idea: be good to each other.

Perhaps more interesting is the overlap 

between religion and culture. It’s very 

difficult to determine the line between the 

two, since all people are, to some extent, 

influenced by their culture, which is 

influenced by their religion.

For example, it has been argued that the 

wearing of Hijabs, Burkas and Niqabs has its 

root in the geographical origin of Islam. It is 

utterly logical that when you live in a desert 

region, you would want to protect the face 

and hair. Then look at the historic emphasis 

on a woman making herself beautiful for  

her husband. This would be very difficult to 

achieve if she were sunburned or had sand  

The search  
     for understanding
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“ The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) demands imagination, organisation and 
application – and it can make a real difference when it comes to getting a place at your 
chosen university, as it can tip the balance in favour of one applicant over another. Some 
universities will even accept an excellent EPQ in lieu of a target grade in one A level 
subject,” explains Jon Tyler, Deputy Head (Academic). 

“ It’s also a great preparation for the shift in mental gear required at university, as it 
requires a high level of independent work and original thought. And it’s an opportunity 
for a bright young person to explore a topic of real personal interest in depth.”
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Shifting 
mental  
gear

AFRICA WYLES SARACIBAR, 18 
Solar-powered bike

The EPQ has been tremendous. It’s a great chance to prove 

something to yourself and I really would recommend it to anyone. It’s 

got me a lower offer to study at Nottingham – but I wanted to do 

the project anyway. It’s great producing something yourself.

People didn’t think it was going to work, but it does. Unlike most solar 

bikes, which have solar panels down the sides, it’s got a solar canopy. 

It can also be powered by the mains and it does move on its own.

I live in Spain, so I had plenty of sun. I built it over the summer with a 

bit of supervision from my dad, but that was mainly to make sure I 

didn’t burn the house down. My A levels helped. I’m taking maths, 

further maths, physics and chemistry and the physics was particularly 

useful. It helped me to understand how solar panels work and how 

to set them up best.

It really helped that I wrote everything down – and it will give me 

something to talk about at university!

ADAM LEESE, 18 
German economic convergence since reunification

The EPQ was an opportunity to extend and bring together what I’ve 

learned studying German, History and Economics at A level. In my 

subjects, you are learning theories and this gave me a chance to 

apply those theories to real life and to understand how they work  

in practice.

I looked at general economic indicators and at the detail for some 

sectors. I found that there’s been some improvement in the East and 

some levelling out but there’s still a gap, particularly in infrastructure. 

This helps to understand why the East has been held back.

I collected the data from academic papers, journals and learned 

bodies and went to the German Institute in London to carry out 

research. I’ve been able to dissect academic papers, many of which 

were not as useful as expected. A lot of the data was in German, so 

that allowed me to use my German for an academic undertaking, 

rather than reading literature.

The whole process has made me more organised – you need a good 

balance between prep and the EPQ, so it’s helped me use my time 

better. Having said that, it took more than 90 hours – but a lot of 

that was drafting and redrafting, probably more than necessary.

THOMAS McGRATH, 17 
Altitude and cognitive function

I want to read medicine, and thought that doing a related EPQ would 

help, as well as being an opportunity to look at a topic in depth. I’d 

already planned to climb Kilimanjaro, so that gave me the opportunity 

do real-life experiments to test cognitive function as we were 

ascending. Before then, I’d been planning a 5,000-word essay but 

this way I was able to do far more.

I learned that I was surprisingly well organised – I’m not in general 

life, particularly when it comes to getting up in the morning. But I 

needed to manage my time properly to get my research done while 

carrying on with my other studies.

The EPQ gives you targets and has shown me how to apply critical 

analysis to my revision for my A levels in maths, physics, chemistry 

and biology, which has helped a lot. It’s going to be invaluable  

at university.

BETTY LORIMER, 18 
Women, medicine and social degradation

I took on this project to broaden my horizons and do something 

entirely uncoupled from my A levels. Unlike A levels, it’s not 

prescriptive and you’re not working to set texts.

I wanted to look back through history and see whether medicine was 

a cause of social perceptions of women or whether social perceptions 

of women drove medicine. I tracked that from 1300 to the 1900s.

During much of that time, doctors thought women’s illnesses could 

be directly traced to their sexual organs  – the same did not apply to 

men. That attitude gave scientific backing to the idea that women 

were inferior. Even recently, newspapers have been discussing 

whether women should be given time off work when menstruating. 

The stereotypes are still with us.

I want to study history, so it’s really helped. Unlike A levels, you can 

trace the progress of an idea over time. It’s also helped with my 

religion, philosophy and ethics A level, because for much of the time 

religion governed medicine, so I could see how religion was guiding 

attitudes to women and health.

Because it’s completely self-researched, my original idea had to be 

adapted and changed. You have all sorts of problems that you have 

to resolve for yourself. For example, I didn’t have access to historical 

archives, so I had to use Google and a research website. As my topic 

is quite niche, I’ve also had to use a lot of doctorates. Initially, I was 

going to consider it from a global perspective but I had to scale it 

down to the UK because I didn’t have access to translation services or 

many materials abroad.

I’m now less scared of academic texts that need to be picked apart 

and I’m reading the sort of books that you might not get in an 

average bookshop. It’s been an incredible grounding for university.

The EPQ has been on offer at Dauntsey’s since 2012, when 

it was completed in a pupil’s own time. It has been on the 

timetable since 2016. It consists of either a practical 

project plus a 1,000 word report, or a 5,000 word 

dissertation. Everyone gives a ten-minute presentation on their work 

and answers questions from an audience.

Each student – this year there are 46, with 52 signed up for 2017-

2018 – has a supervisor and receives around 30 hours of teaching, as 

well as spending around 90 hours on the project itself. 

The marking is designed to reflect the skills needed at university, with 

20 per cent for planning and managing the workload, 20 per cent 

for use of resources, 40 per cent for developing and realising the 

project and 20 per cent for reviewing it.

The result is worth more than an AS level in terms of university 

entrance points, with 28 points for the top grade of an A*, 

compared to just 20 points for the top grade of an A for an AS.

“An EPQ is both an intellectual and practical challenge that can be 

immensely rewarding,” Jon Tyler adds. “It is a bridge between school 

and university, a chance to explore an area that might be relevant to 

a future career and a taster of academic life after Dauntsey’s.”



A closer look at… life after exams
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Dauntsey’s

For most schools, summer term winds down when exams finish.  
At Dauntsey’s, things couldn’t be more different. Everything from 
drama and music to sailing, climbing, cookery and car repairs is 
on offer – you can even learn to fly.

“Education here is broader 

than exams and that’s 

one of the reasons 

people choose 

Dauntsey’s,” says Sam Moore, Head of 

Adventure Education, who is responsible for 

many of the School’s post-exam activities.

“This is a great opportunity to put on 

programmes that would be disruptive during 

the rest of the school year. It’s all voluntary 

but pretty much everyone gets involved.”

This year, 100 of the GCSE year group of 110 

are staying on to join in activities specially 

designed for them (see below for details).

The Lower Sixth can take part in the Brecons 

Challenge – running 11 kilometres over the 

mountains of Wales, cycling 17 kilometres 

and then kayaking to the finish line. Another 

option for the Sixth Form is to spend five 

days in Snowdonia completing their Duke  

of Edinburgh Awards, while the Fifth and 

Sixth Forms can chose sea kayaking off the 

Western Isles.

“We took a group to climb Kilimanjaro  

last year and another on an expedition  

to Bhutan” says Sam. “But we alternate 

expensive and cheaper trips because we 

want as many pupils as possible to join in.”

The Third Form, meanwhile, go on a  

week’s residential camp in North Wales as 

the culmination of their year of adventures  

in the Moonrakers programme. Up to 25 

pupils from the Third to Fifth Forms are  

also going on a scuba diving trip to Malta, 

either to earn a PADI qualification or top  

up their skills.

“It’s a huge responsibility,” says Sam.  

“And when they’re asked at interview  

what they’ve achieved, they can say,  

‘I sailed the Atlantic’.”

One pleasure is the opportunity to see  

what your friends have achieved.

“Other people’s goals are as important  

as your own,” says Sam. “At the Festival,  

the pupils go to cheer on their peers. You 

could well be watching the performance of  

a lifetime – and you really don’t want to  

miss it.”

The entire post-exam programme is  

designed to ensure that every pupil can  

enjoy a rewarding experience.

“Many of these activities are free or have 

only a nominal cost because they’re part  

of school life,” says Sam. “But the main 

reason the pupils have a go is because they 

love a challenge. Everyone likes to say, ‘I  

can do that!’”

AFTER GCSEs YOU COULD TAKE ON…

Other activities, such as the Summer Festival, 

are for the entire School. The Festival covers 

everything from drama and music to walking 

tours, dancing and sport.

Then there’s the Jolie Brise. Dauntsey’s is the 

only school in the country with its own Tall Ship 

and each summer a group of pupils goes on a 

series of long-distance voyages, including 

manning the watch at night. This year, they are 

sailing from the Gulf of St Lawrence in Canada 

across the Atlantic to Le Havre and home.

Application of art – working to a brief  to  
find commercial applications to different media

Jurassic adventure – climbing, swimming, sleeping 
and cooking under the stars

Leadership academy – taught by corporate 
leadership professionals

Lifeguarding – formally qualify as a lifeguard to 
work at any pool in the country

Cookery – Masterchef  in a week, with the Head 
Master judging on the final day

Sewing – revamp charity shop items under the 
guidance of a former Savile Row tailor

Rescue and emergency first aid – keeping people 
alive when help is more than eight hours away

Flying school – learn to fly and be en route to a 
pilot’s licence

Life skills – from self-defence to car repairs, 
powerboat handling, cooking and more, while using 
many methods of  transport


