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Editorial

And we thought Brexit was a big deal. 

What a year. What to say? One thing we do know for sure is 
that the idea of a Dauntsey’s Community is so much more 
than some sort of marketing soundbite. It’s true. Made possible 
by everyone from our wonderful parental body, through our 
governors, senior leaders, classroom teachers, support staff and 
our lively, engaging and determined pupils. 

COVID-19 has been a nightmare for so many and there is little 
I can write here to convey the gravity of that. For the sake of 
posterity (which is often what this magazine is all about) suffice 
to say that we have tried to reflect a little of the disruption the 
pandemic has caused in these pages. Perhaps the resounding 
impression to the reader of the future is that so much that 
would normally appear is missing. A magazine devoid of trip 
reports, summer sports pages – a full lockdown from March 
to August 2020. As I write this, in mid-November 2020, the 
country has been plunged into another lockdown – this time, 
though, schools are allowed to remain open. 

The good news of hope is that a number of major vaccine trials 
have been successful which, along with other imminent changes 
in world affairs, appear to bode well for the New Year.

Let us hope that 2021 brings us great joy, greater medical 
understanding and some truly effective and available vaccines. 
For now, let us all resolve to have faith, and to hope for a 
brighter tomorrow.

As ever, my best wishes for a wonderful Christmas to all 
connected with our special community. 

Ben Sandell  Editor, The Dauntseian  
Chair of Common Room & Head of History 

With huge thanks to my co-editors: Holly Reavenall, Kiera 
Riordan, Isabelle Johnson, Nancy Barter, Caitlin Clark, Millie 
Robinson, Grace Askham-Day, Natalia Mosquera, Abigail 
Andersen and Laura Potomova. 

From the 
Editor
Advent 2020
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Head Master’s Address
Friday 3rd July 2020, held online via YouTube Live-cast

Good afternoon and thank you very 
much for joining us. 

The last few months have seen 
extraordinary scenes around the world, 
tragic loss of life and unprecedented 
knocks to the economy. I don’t want to 
underplay these things in any way, but 
we all need a bit of good cheer at these 
times and I hope that the next forty-five 
minutes or so will provide you with a lift.

I am sorry that we cannot gather 
together, but I hope that you will all 
raise a glass or two, wherever you are, to 
celebrate what was shaping up to be a 
wonderful year until mid-March. And, 
please toast our Upper Sixth and other 
leavers, who have all missed out on their 
final term, which would have given them 

a chance to show what they were capable 
of academically, and to be provided with 
a proper farewell.

I would like to start with a few ‘thank 
yous’ of my own.

Firstly, to the Chairman and governors 
for their support this year. They have 
been hugely generous with their time, 
supportive and full of insight in these 
difficult times. 

Secondly, to the Senior Management 
Team, who do not like to be mentioned 
on these occasions, but they have worked 
extraordinarily hard, and I am very 
grateful, whilst our new Bursar, Will 
Ethelston, has grappled with issues 
that no predecessor would ever have 

imagined, let alone acted on, and he has 
been outstanding. 

Most importantly though, and echoing 
the Chairman’s words, I would like 
to thank parents, grandparents and 
families for your support this year. Your 
commitment is remarkable in normal 
times, but it has meant more than ever 
this year. At a time when the country 
closed down and the economy buckled, 
your support continued onwards with 
barely a pause or a hiccup, and everyone 
associated with Dauntsey’s is incredibly 
grateful. You have enabled us to face the 
future with confidence and I thank you 
for the sacrifices you have made and for 
your belief in an independent school 
education here. 
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I hope that the next few minutes remind 
of you of what life was like and what life 
will be like again in the future; of the 
brilliance of our school community; of 
a special Upper Sixth year group; and 
of remarkable individual and collective 
achievements on a day-to-day basis. It 
may not bring a sense of closure to our 
Upper Sixth, but I hope that this might 
come later, perhaps at a Winter Ball.

In a moment, you will hear about our 
prize winners. As ever there is plenty of 
objectivity in the awards, but also some 
subjectivity, as we celebrate outstanding 
academic achievements, contributions 
to the wider life of the School, and also 
recognise the human qualities that we 
treasure such as perseverance, generosity 
of spirit and resilience, to mention just 
three.

I congratulate our prize winners on their 
excellence and thank them for working 
with discipline and determination. For 
those that have narrowly missed out, I 
am sorry, and urge you to remember that 
it is not whether you have come first, 
or feel that you have had your efforts 
recognised that matters, but instead that 
you are ambitious and aspire: if you are 
and you do, your rewards will come.

Last August brought good A Level 
and GCSE results and a very successful 
university picture. Thanks to the 
work and support of James O’Hanlon 
and the house staff, 121 of our 130 
university applicants were placed within 
twenty-four hours of results day, while 
degree or high-end apprenticeships and 
internships, were once again attractive 
for a handful of leavers.

The first day of the academic year, in a 
packed Memorial Hall, reminded us of 
what a large school we are, and the buzz 
of excited conversations was inspiring. 
Schools are nothing without people and 
the re-population of the School after 
a long summer off is always a fantastic 
moment. The grounds and maintenance 
teams had worked their magic over 
the summer and, with extraordinary 
foresight, the IT team had configured 
over a hundred new laptops and given one 
to every member of our teaching staff. 

A rise of environmental awareness in 
our pupils and a greater sense of social 
responsibility became apparent, while 
the First XV beat Marlborough in the 
National Schools’ Cup Competition 
and the First XI Girls’ hockey team were 
excellent and made steady progress in 
their national competition. 

Alison Weir and Ant Middleton visited 
for Mercers’ lectures, the Upper Sixth 
and Fifth Form devised drama pieces 
were excellent, England lost in the 
Rugby World Cup Final and there was 
relief at the General Election result for 
independent schools. Old Dauntseian, 
Rosie Wild, who went on to achieve 
national recognition as the first female 
to successfully pass the Paratrooper 
course, delivered a brilliant address on 
Remembrance Sunday, about Legacy and 
the All Blacks, while there was a growing 

lobby for girls to be allowed trousers as 
part of their uniform. I resisted the call 
by telling the lobbyists that they needed 
to understand that they were living in a 
‘benevolent dictatorship’. ‘I wouldn’t say 
it was ‘benevolent’, came back the retort. 
I was glad that they had noticed!

There were plenty of highlights, from 
a superb jazz concert, to the brilliant 
‘Living with Lady Macbeth’, while 
Mr Walker prepared for his first major 
production here, the musical ‘In the 
Heights’, which was very demanding and 
a great success. There was heartbreak for 
the First XV as they lost to Abingdon 
by just two points in the cup, but the 
girls beat Taunton School to reach the 
regional semi-finals of their national 
cup competition, and the Senior and 
Under 14 netball teams qualified for their 
regional tournaments in Bournemouth. 

The term finished with dinners, house 
parties and the two carol services, while 
the last two weeks of term often saw 
over a hundred pupils off ill, as a flu 
virus hit. And hats off to Fitzmaurice 
House, who, full of festive cheer after 
their Christmas dinner, knocked on my 
door and impersonated a group of Carol 
Singers, albeit of the tuneless and tone-
deaf variety. 

As always January brought exams in the 
form of mocks for the Fifth Form and the 
11+ Entrance papers. The Prefects tried 
to inspire the School to feel romantic 
and spread the love around St Valentine’s 
day but failed somewhat, although we all 
enjoyed their dancing in assembly. The 
Val Ball came and went without incident, 
while our netball teams continued to 
get better and better, the boys’ First XI 
hockey team was our strongest for some 
time, and the boys’ Under 14 team were 
crowned county hockey champions. 

“I am sorry that we cannot gather 
together, but I hope that you will all  

raise a glass or two, wherever you are,  
to celebrate what was shaping up to be  

a wonderful year until mid-March.”
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The number of school matches increased 
yet again, within touching distance of 
four hundred in the term, with table 
tennis, shooting and fencing all thriving, 
and other activities such as Zumba and 
Boot Camp proving very popular. Our 
crews for the Devizes to Westminster 
Race trained hard in great spirits, despite 
dreadful winter conditions and high-
water, while our Paris half-marathon 
runners arrived in the city on the last 
day of February only to be told that the 
race was cancelled, perhaps the first real 
indication of what was about to follow. 
The First XI girls’ hockey team were still 
going and reached the regional final, only 
to be knocked out just one step short of 
National Finals Day.

Where the Performing Arts were 
concerned, Division was brilliantly 
performed in Annabel’s studio, the 
Annual Lower School Dance Show was 
terrific, as was Rockfest, and the Upper 
Sixth Devised Pieces were the best that 
I have seen. And then, just as we were 
gearing up for a busy last fortnight, with 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee, the Mid-Somerset Festival and the 
Spring Concert, the restrictions around 
COVID-19 took effect, and events were 
either cancelled or curtailed.

Within a week, Lenin’s words struck a 
chord: ‘There are decades where nothing 
happens, and there are weeks where 
decades happen’. Term finished a week 
earlier than it should have done, with 
the bombshell that A-level and GCSE 
examinations in the summer were 
cancelled. It was a horrible, empty day as 
the realisation dawned that school really 
was closing.  

Pupils and staff had to grapple with 
Microsoft Teams, Streams and checking 
out the world of virtual classrooms. 
Suddenly we were looking into each 
other’s homes, worried about what 
we were wearing and endlessly leaving 
the microphones or cameras on when 
we really shouldn’t. There was no 
time to tidy, to create an acceptable 
background for the camera, or to arrange 
a heavyweight bookshelf. 

The Easter holidays came and went, 
but the lock-down was in full force 
and no-one could go anywhere. A new 
vocabulary was dominating our lives, as 
we listened to seemingly identical news 
briefings night after night: lock-down, 
essential journeys, quarantine, furlough, 
Zoom, self-isolating, underlying health 
conditions and so on. Meanwhile, Alun 
Pickford and sons produced thousands 
of masks for the NHS and local practices; 
and I would like to take this opportunity 
to publicly thank the Pickford family for 
what they achieved.

The summer term started, but it didn’t 
really. A skeleton crew maintained the 
buildings and grounds, while a few 
teachers came in to deliver their lessons 
from their classrooms. The silence 
was striking, as we missed the hum of 
background noise, of pupils having fun, 
of playing and of letting off steam. I 
missed those random conversations and 
human interaction. Everything looked 
good, but so much was missing. There 
was no bustling Tuck Shop or busy 17 
Club; no packed Library for last-minute 
revision, no sport, no Farmer boules 
competition, no Moonrakers Camp or 
Manor Ball, and no opportunity for 
our community to come together for an 
assembly or a service. 

Holiday trips were cancelled, the Jolie 
Brise remained at anchor and school was 
on hold. Public Examinations could, 
and should, have taken place, just as 
we could have been open for the last 
few weeks. That is not to underplay 
the threat and, of course, everyone’s 
health must come first, but the lack of 
clear-thinking and courage from the 
government has deprived a generation of 
time at school and the opportunity for 
those memory making moments. The 
news emerging that the government are 
now trying to claim that schools didn’t 
have to close, and that they were simply 
providing guidelines, is not good for my 
blood pressure and is disingenuous in the 
extreme. 

There have been some positives, as we 
have all enjoyed more time at home 
with our families and have had, as the 
Queen said, ‘the opportunity to slow 
down, pause and reflect’. The lockdown 
has shown the bravery of the NHS and 
front-line workers, the importance of 
thoughtfulness and kindness, that people 
need camaraderie and community, and 
that we should rally around those that are 
isolated. It showed me that whilst I don’t 
think home working or remote learning 
will ever replace the office or schools, this 
is certainly a spectrum to explore. It has 
also shown that appalling racism still 
exists and that the human race still has a 
long way to go.

And perhaps, as a cohort of Sixth 
Formers arrive in September without 
having sat GCSEs, and students arrive at 
university without having sat A-levels, 
there may be a shift in emphasis, and 
skills and experience will hopefully be 
seen as just as important as academic 
qualifications. Perhaps in years to come, 
the question will be asked ‘What did you 
do in lockdown?’

Lastly, for now, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the teaching 
staff. In the toughest of years for them, 
they started with their characteristic 
commitment and care, and were then 
thrown into remote learning and asked 
to pick up new skills in record time; they 
finish this academic year shattered and 
I thank them for their dedication and 
willingness to adapt to this strange new 
world. I hope that they have a well-
deserved break over the forthcoming 
holiday and wish our leaving staff every 
success and happiness in the future.

“The lockdown has shown the bravery 
of the NHS and front-line workers, 
the importance of thoughtfulness and 
kindness, that people need camaraderie 
and community, and that we should rally 
around those that are isolated.”



7

Speech Day & Prizes

And I thank our support staff, who work 
so hard on a daily basis, toiling away 
behind the scenes, looking after all of 
us: serving breakfast, lunch and supper, 
tea in the pavilion; mowing the lawns, 
maintaining the buildings; putting 
out the desks and chairs; completing 
the paperwork and carrying out the 
admin; cleaning, organising and oiling 
the wheels of this great machine, all the 
time ensuring that the school runs as 
smoothly as possible.

I would also like to thanks our Heads 
of School: thank you very much Riya, 
Ollie, Elena and Wilf – you have done a 
fantastic job this year. 

Lastly today, I would like to turn my 
attention to this year’s Upper Sixth 
for a few moments. Sixty-four of you, 
from that first day in 2013, have made it 
through the full seven years, some by the 
skin of your teeth. You are the second 
group that I have taken all the way 
through the school and it has been an 
absolute pleasure spending this time in 
your company.

I will miss you though because I have 
seen you grow up here, I have seen you 
make mistakes and learn from them: 
wine isn’t at its best out of a toothbrush 
cup, vaping can set off the fire alarms, 
an invitation to take a walk on Mercers’ 
fields might not be all that it seems. I have 
seen some of your highs and lows, I have 
shared in your laughter and your sorrow. 
I have seen you get lucky or just miss 
out and all these things and more have 
made you who you are. You have always 
approached life here with good humour, 
courtesy and cheerfulness.

I hope that you will miss us too for the 
education that you have been given here, 
in the classroom, on the sports fields, 
on stage and through music, dance, 
debating, Public Speaking and so much 
more. You may have been on your very 
own, distinctive journey at times, but 
you have never been alone and the 
friendships that you have made here will 
hopefully stay with you for life. 

There has been so much change in our 
life and our language. We can talk to 
Alexa and Siri now, while mobile phone 
apps have become verbs in themselves: 
WhatsApp that message; Shazam that 
song; TikTok that dance; FaceTime that 
friend; Dropbox that file. There is Uber, 

Tinder, Netflix, Deliveroo, Airbnb, 
Spotify and Instagram. Reddit, Memes 
and Emojis have appeared; AirPods, 
driverless cars, selfie sticks, Minecraft 
and you can even buy a vegan sausage roll 
in Greggs.

I wish you all the best of luck. You have 
been an outstanding year group: bright, 
talented, engaging, opinionated and very 
supportive of one another, your superb 
attitude to life has left the School a better 
place than when you started, which 
should be the aim for every year group. 
You have shown that:

 – You can have fun at school while 
working hard,

 – You should be ambitious, but should 
not trample over others on the way,

 – You can be successful without being 
arrogant,

 – You can be gracious in defeat and 
bounce back quickly,

 – You can be part of a whole, but also 
fiercely independent,

 – Friendship really matters.

These are great lessons for all of us and 
ones we must remember next year as you 
move on. 

I wish you, and our leavers in other 
years, every success and happiness in the 
future. And I urge you, as I always do, 
to thank your parents and grandparents 

for supporting you on your journey 
through Dauntsey’s. Many of them will 
be breathing a sigh of relief today as they 
realise that they have successfully got you 
to the end of the journey at Dauntsey’s 
and there will be no fees invoice landing 
in their inbox in August. And spare a 
thought for one Dauntsey’s family today, 
who have reached the end here after 
nineteen years, as their fifth and final 
child reaches their last day at school. The 
financial sacrifice will make even our 
Bursar’s eyes water (just a little).

They have supported you through thick 
and thin and you should remember this, 
as they give you advice. You might think 
that their advice is ‘tragically’ out of date, 
but don’t roll your eyes or dismiss it out 
of hand. And parents, don’t worry about 
the late nights and even later mornings, 
don’t post photos anywhere and keep the 
fridge fully stocked.

I hope that I will see you all at a Winter 
Ball.

It has been a bizarre few months and I 
have missed the interaction with you all. 
We will all need courage, resilience and 
good humour as we move forward, and 
must believe that life will be as rewarding 
again as it has been in the past. I wish 
you all safe and happy summers, I hope 
that August brings good news for those 
awaiting results, and I thank you once 
again for your support. 

Mark Lascelles  Head Master
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Prize Winners 2020
FIRST FORM

THE GORDON SAUNDERS 
MEMORIAL TRUST 
PRIZE FOR GENERAL 
EXCELLENCE
Alex Wickenden

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT
Savin Bamunugama
Nancy Boswell
Lucy Carter
Elizabeth Cook
Rory Ethelston
Oliver Lishman
Isabella Phipps
Elis Ponting
William Sawtell
Tom Sharples
Lottie Skinner
Sam Spooner

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT, THE 
LOWER SCHOOL PRIZE 
FOR DRAMA AND THE 
LOWER SCHOOL MUSIC 
COMPETITION PRIZE
Isobel Fraher

SECOND FORM

THE GORDON SAUNDERS 
MEMORIAL TRUST 
PRIZE FOR GENERAL 
EXCELLENCE
Ruby Jazrawy-Brown

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT
Tom Campbell
Evie Duckworth
Charlotte Durrant
Myles Graham
Sophie Hislop
Lillian Jacobs
Izzy Jephson
Daisy Lawson Johnston
Matthew Nocton
Daisy Parsons
Connor Price
Jemima Richardson

THE MATTHEW  
PIDDUCK CUP FOR 
ENTHUSIASM, 
FRIENDSHIP AND 
SUPPORT
Tigre Bowannawarux

THIRD FORM

THE GORDON SAUNDERS 
MEMORIAL TRUST 
PRIZE FOR GENERAL 
EXCELLENCE
Naia Searight

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT
Charlotte Alexander
Samuel Coveney
Izzy Crowley
Zoë Elsden
Issie Jones
Annabel Neve
Oliver White
Louise Wood
Edwin Wrench

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT AND  
THE LOWER SCHOOL 
MUSIC PRIZE
Ben Adams

THE LOWER SCHOOL 
PRIZE FOR GIRLS’ GAMES
Mollie Ball

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT AND THE 
MOONRAKERS PRIZE
Henry Bone

THE LOWER SCHOOL 
PRIZE FOR PROGRESS 
AND EFFORT IN ART
Benji Botterill

THE VAL PETTINGER 
MEMORIAL PRIZE
Edward Bourlet

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT AND THE 
RICHARDS CUP FOR 
STRING PLAYING
Reuben Fisher

THE HUGO HALKES 
MEMORIAL CUP
Tom Gates

THE LOWER SCHOOL 
PRIZE FOR DANCE
Harriette Puddy-Jones

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT AND THE 
THIRD FORM PROJECT 
PRIZE
Iona Smith

THE LOWER SCHOOL 
PRIZE FOR ART
Anna Staines

THE LOWER SCHOOL 
PRIZE FOR BOYS’ GAMES
Jack Wharton

FOURTH FORM

THE GORDON SAUNDERS 
MEMORIAL TRUST 
PRIZE FOR GENERAL 
EXCELLENCE
Jos Jones

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT
Helen Bourne
Jack Campbell
Jorge Chamberlain
Martin Darwall
Ellie Evans
George Massey
James May
Nicole Ogunlaja
Christopher Rafferty
Aza Too
Florence Ward
Joe Wickenden

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MUSIC COMPETITION 
PRIZE
Felix Lailey

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT AND THE 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSIC 
PRIZE
Izzy Lane

MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSIC 
PRIZE
Rhys Ponting

FIFTH FORM

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT
Freddie Alexander
Samuel Bull
Lara Candy
Olivia Carpenter
Mea Hunter
Mia Jazrawy-Brown
Marcus Liu
Jamuna Macro
Annabel Price
Freya Punton
Noah Shenoy
Lily Steggall
Esme Wall

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PRIZE FOR GIRLS’ GAMES
Issie Burn

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PRIZE FOR BOYS’ GAMES
William Hyde

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PRIZE FOR DANCE
Lily Watherston

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE 
FOR EFFORT AND 
ACHIEVEMENT AND  
THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PRIZE FOR DRAMA
Bea Watts
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LOWER SIXTH FORM

AN ACADEMIC PRIZE FOR EFFORT 
AND ACHIEVEMENT
Imogen Ayling
Emily Bagnall
Lily Barnes-Taylor
Charlie Bull
Chloe Chung
Maya House
Ben Irwin
Kelvin Lee
Vicky Lin
Phoebe Lishman
Daniel Parr
Laura Potomova
Clementine Ramsay
Nadim Searight
Henry Smith
Hal West

THE WORK EXPERIENCE PRIZE
Robert Herrett

UPPER SIXTH FORM

THE GEORGINA BAGNALL 
MEMORIAL PRIZE
Dorothy Adegbe

A PRIZE FOR THEATRE STUDIES
Abigail Baker

AN OLD DAUNTSEIANS’ PRIZE
Hannah Barnes

AN OLD DAUNTSEIANS’ PRIZE
Polly Campbell

AN OLD DAUNTSEIANS’ PRIZE
Rufus Cannon

THE NAIRNE CUP
Rory Case

A PRIZE FOR BUSINESS STUDIES
Jenna Chan

THE BISHOP PIKE MEMORIAL 
PRIZE
Katie Choi

THE GOSLING PRIZE FOR DESIGN 
TECHNOLOGY
Timon Crichard

THE QUENTIN WILLIAMS 
MEMORIAL PRIZE AND AN OLD 
DAUNTSEIANS’ PRIZE
Wilfred Fitzgibbon

THE LANSDOWNE PRIZE FOR 
SOUND CITIZENSHIP
Algie Fooks

THE BOBBY NELSON PRIZE FOR 
SPORTING ACHIEVEMENT AND AN 
OLD DAUNTSEIANS’ PRIZE
Tommy Gilbert

THE HOLLIS CUP FOR ALL-ROUND 
COMMITMENT TO THE SCHOOL
Oliver Harding

THE BARRON PRIZE, THE 
JULIET STEWART CUP, THE 
ANNA ROBERTS’ PRIZE FOR 
OUTSTANDING MUSICAL 
PERFORMANCE AND  THE SENIOR 
SCHOOL PRIZE FOR MUSIC
Angharad Harris

THE KING-REYNOLDS PRIZE FOR 
DRAMA
Tilly Heyden

AN OLD DAUNTSEIANS’ PRIZE
Will Hodgson

THE MARSDEN-JONES MEMORIAL 
PRIZE FOR BIOLOGY AND AN OLD 
DAUNTSEIANS’ PRIZE
Sophie Hollis

AN OLD DAUNTSEIANS’ PRIZE
Annie Hourahane

THE FRANKEL CUP AND A PRIZE 
FOR COMPUTING
Jack Jazrawy-Brown

A PRIZE FOR MATHEMATICS
Ethan Jefferies

THE JAMES ROBERTSON PRIZE FOR 
BIOLOGY
Rosie Jephson

A PRIZE FOR ART
Shirley Lam

A PRIZE FOR HISTORY OF ART
Jocelyn Lui

THE UPPER SCHOOL PRIZE FOR 
DRAMA
Archie Mackinnon

THE SALTERS’ PRIZE FOR 
CHEMISTRY
Francesca Magnasco

THE JOHN ABNETT CUP FOR 
ENDEAVOUR AND A PRIZE FOR 
GERMAN
Daisy Maunder

A PRIZE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY
Jess Nicol

A PRIZE FOR GEOGRAPHY 
William Nichol

THE LANSDOWNE PRIZE FOR 
SOUND CITIZENSHIP
Annelies Nicholson

A PRIZE FOR RELIGION, 
PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS 
Skeet Northfield

A PRIZE FOR ECONOMICS AND THE 
STANTON PRIZE FOR HISTORY
Max Orton

THE BERYL GILLIAT PRIZE FOR 
SINGING
Hermione Owen

A PRIZE FOR PRACTICAL PHYSICS
Elisabeth Peak

THE NEWSOM PRIZE FOR CLASSICS, 
A PRIZE FOR ENGLISH LITERATURE 
AND A PRIZE FOR FRENCH
Anna Ponder

THE HAINE AND SMITH PRIZE FOR 
CONTRIBUTION TO RELIGION, 
PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS
Alice Robinson

A PRIZE FOR MUSIC
Daryl Siu

THE SPENCE MEMORIAL TRUST 
PRIZE FOR ACADEMIC AND 
SPORTING EXCELLENCE AND A 
PRIZE FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Elena Swanton

THE UPPER SCHOOL PRIZE 
FOR DANCE AND A PRIZE FOR 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Solène Thomas

THE SARAH TOOGOOD CUP
Hermione Warburton-Hogben

THE MERCERS’ SCHOOL MEMORIAL 
PRIZE (MERRETT BEQUEST), A 
PRIZE FOR CHEMISTRY, A PRIZE 
FOR FURTHER MATHEMATICS A 
PRIZE FOR PHYSICS
Ann Xu

A PRIZE FOR MUSIC TECHNOLOGY
Dingqi Yao

THE HEAD MASTER’S PRIZE FOR 
HEAD BOY
Ollie Illingworth

THE HEAD MASTER’S PRIZE FOR 
HEAD GIRL AND A PRIZE FOR 
SPANISH
Riya Patel
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FRANCESCA WHINNET 
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2019-20 has been a year of more change and adjustment 
than almost any of us can remember. The Common Room 
has weathered the COVID-19 storm largely avoiding its full 
horrors, often meeting as a group online to share ideas and more 
socially for coffee. Indeed, the image of a pupil or colleague on a 
flickering computer screen has become something to which we 
have all grown accustomed.

In addition, on the support staff side, 

Joining the school are:
• Chris Pickett - Teacher of Music
• Grace McPherson - Teacher of Spanish
• James Richardson - GAT/Teacher of PE for QTS
• Karen Madrell - Part time teacher of DT 
• Maria Andrews - PE GAT

• Julia Meyer - German assistant
• Will Ford - PE GAT
• Raquel Peracaula  - Spanish assistant
• Tim Reynolds - Teacher of Maths
• Jo Reynolds - Tutor in the Manor
• Ruth Archer - School Counsellor

Births and Marriages
Caroline and Mark Hambly welcomed Annabelle Robyn to 
the world on 1st October 2019 weighing in at 7lbs 6oz. Will and 
Katy Whyte became parents to baby Charlie William Whyte 
on 27th October 2019 – a little brother for Sam weighing 7lbs 
9oz. In the Spring, Daniel and Rachael Cornish welcomed their 
second child, Josephine Eleanor Cornish, born on 13th April 
2020 weighing 7lbs 13oz.

Common Room News
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SENIOR MANAGEMENT

HEAD MASTER
M J Lascelles  BA, Durham

SECOND MASTER
M C B McFarland  BA, Nottingham

DEPUTY HEAD (Academic)
J M Tyler  BA, Durham

DEPUTY HEAD (Pastoral)
A L Jackson  BA, Nottingham

HEAD OF LOWER SCHOOL
E S Conidaris  BSc, Open

BURSAR
W F Ethelston  BA, MA, Durham, FCA

ACADEMIC STAFF  
BY DEPARTMENT
* Denotes Head of Department

ADVENTURE EDUCATION
* S T Moore  BEng, Imperial College, APIOL

ART
C L Hunter  BA, Leeds
H J Pearson  BA, Bristol
* V A Rose  BA, Bath
S J Rountree  BA, Dundee
N C Spear  BA, Falmouth

CAREERS
* J F O’Hanlon  BSc, Wales

CLASSICS
* D E Hodgkinson  BA, Oxon
K E Morris  MA, Cantab, ACA

COMPLEMENTARY CURRICULUM
S Cooke  BA, London
E M Crozier  BA, Lancaster
S J Dawson  BA, UAE
E C Gardiner  BA, Durham
D C Hills  BA, Bristol
M K Hyman  BA, Durham
The Revd D R Johnson  BSc, Birmingham, 
MA, Oxon

A E Lintin  MA, Edinburgh
S T Moore  BEng, Imperial College, APIOL
V R Muir  BSc, Canterbury (NZ), BSc, Open
M J Olsen  BA, Cardiff
K H Pratt  BA, Surrey
B H Sandell  BA, Exeter
C E Saville  BA, East 15 Acting School
* A Seager  BA, Birmingham
S Tabor  BSc, Kingston, BA, Open
J S Wall  BA, Natal, South Africa
S K Walton-Knight  BA, Birmingham
S S Wells  MA, Cantab, PhD, York
W P J Whyte  BA, Bath
N Yates  BSc, MSc, London

COMPUTING
C G Braby  BTech Level III
* D A T Fraser  BSc, Bangor, MSc, Cardiff
J M Worrall  BA, Chichester

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
L K Egan  BA, Loughborough
P C Guille  BEng, Southampton
H X Harris  BSc, Bath Spa
K B Madrell  BA, Middlesbrough
* A Pickford  BA, Wales

DRAMA & DANCE
E B Chambers  BA, Bath
E L Major  BA, Loughborough
C A Rigby  BA, Bruford College, MA, 
Manchester
C E Saville  BA, East 15 Acting School
* C R J Walker  BA, Dartington College
E J Wilkins  BA, Roehampton

ECONOMICS & BUSINESS STUDIES
A J Lewis  BBS, Palmerston North
* A M Poole  BA, West of England 
S Tabor  BSc, Kingston, BA, Open

ENGLISH
* A J F Brown  BA, Warwick
S J Dawson  BA, UEA
E C Gardiner  BA, Durham
J M Hubbard  BA, Cardiff, MSc, LSE
C L Hunter  BA, Leeds
A E Lintin  MA, Edinburgh
P W Ost  BA, Newcastle
A E Sampson  BA, Oxford Brookes
H Sampson  BA, SOAS
J S Wall  BA, Natal, South Africa
S S Wells  MA, Cantab, PhD, York

EAL
W A Barker  MA, Cantab
* D S Benedict  BA, Kent
P M Morrison  BEd, Bristol, CTEFLIS, Bath
C L Shakeshaft  BA, London

GEOGRAPHY
D A J Bell  BA, Wales
* K S Clark  BSc, Manchester
E M A Lascelles  BSc, Loughborough
L P McNichol  BSc, Oxford Brookes
N Yates  BSc, MSc, London

HISTORY
T W Butterworth  BA, Southampton
E M Crozier  BA, Lancaster
M C B McFarland  BA, Nottingham
* B H Sandell  BA, Exeter
J A Spencer  BA, MA, Bristol
J M Tyler  BA, Durham
C W W Wilson  BA, Exeter, Dip SpLD

HISTORY OF ART
C L Hunter  BA, Leeds
* H J Pearson  BA, Bristol

LEARNING DEVELOPMENT
P I Dilworth Aylen  BA, Leeds, MA, London, 
Dip SpLD, AMBDA
G P James  BA, Sheffield
* J L Leeming  BA, Surrey, SpLD
K Smart  BA, Reading, MEd, Birmingham, 
Dip SpLD AMBDA
C Swinbank  BSc, Exeter
C W W Wilson  BA, Exeter, Dip SpLD

MATHEMATICS
A A Bergstrom  BSc, Bristol
C L Hambly  BSc, Bath
I J Hoadley  BSc, Australian National 
University
D S Innes  BSc, Bath
L Lees  BSc, Birmingham
S M Mallett  BSc, London
R S McCammon  BSc, Edinburgh
P J Minter  BA, Brandeis, USA
* P A Mobbs  BSc, Bath, MSc, LSE
V J Stewart-Rose  MMath, Bath
G S Ward  BSc, Reading

MATHEMATICS FOR SCIENCE
D R D Darwall  MEng, Cardiff

Academic & Pastoral Staff
Staff List 2019-2020
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MODERN LANGUAGES

French
* P J Harrison  BA, Birmingham
E Braby-Leman  BA, Université de Paris, MA, 
Université de Lorraine
M K Hyman  BA, Durham
S K Walton-Knight  BA, Birmingham

German
S Cooke  BA, London
S K Walton-Knight  BA, Birmingham
* V A H Wilks  BA, Exeter

Spanish
E Braby-Leman  BA, Université de Paris, MA, 
Université de Lorraine
S Cooke  BA, London
A L Evans  BA, Portsmouth
D A Fulling  BSc, Cardiff
* D C Hills  BA, Bristol
M K Hyman  BA, Durham
A L Jackson  BA, Nottingham

Chinese (First Language) & Japanese
X Edwards  BA, Tokyo

MUSIC
* G G Harris  BMus, Manchester
A M Jury  BMus, Edinburgh
C W Sims

PHOTOGRAPHY
V A Rose  BA, Bath
S J Rountree  BA, Dundee
N C Spear  BA, Falmouth

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
J R Ayling  ECB Level 3
K A Bradley  BSc, Canterbury Christ Church 
G I Butterworth  BEd, Cheltenham & Gloucs
J Devney  BSc, Cardiff
D A Fulling  BSc, Cardiff
N C Leach  BSc, Cardiff
* M J Olsen (Director of Sport)  BA, 
Cardiff
W P J Whyte  BA, Bath
J M Worrall  BA, Chichester

A LEVEL PE
K A Bradley  BSc, Canterbury Christ Church
D A Fulling  BSc, Cardiff
* J Devney  BSc, Cardiff
W P J Whyte  BA, Bath
J M Worrall  BA, Chichester

PSHE
M J Olsen  BA, Cardiff
* A Seager  BA, Birmingham
W P J Whyte  BA, Bath
J M Worrall  BA, Chichester

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
E S Conidaris  BSc, Open
* R A Hillier  BA, Sussex
The Revd D R Johnson  BSc, Birmingham, 
MA, Oxon
K H Pratt  BA, Surrey

SCIENCE
* A J Crossley  BSc, Newcastle

Biology
D Cornish  BSc, Cardiff
K B Gordon  BSc, Reading
J D Holmes  BSc, Sheffield
J L Kersley  BSc, Southampton
* V R Muir  BSc, Canterbury (NZ), BSc, 
Open
S W S Openshaw  BSc, Bristol, PhD, Cantab
E H Slade  BSc, Bristol
J F E Upton  BSc, London

Chemistry
D Cornish  BSc, Cardiff
A J Crossley  BSc, Newcastle
M S Hayashi  BSc, Bath
J L Kersley  BSc, Southampton
M D Kinder  MChem, Oxon
K M Layden  MEng, Oxon
* L Syms  BSc, Lancashire

Physics
D Cornish  BSc, Cardiff
D R D Darwall  MEng, Cardiff
C L Hambly  BSc, Bath
* J L Johns  BSc, Cardiff
R V Lewis  BSc, PhD, Wales
R D Moore  BSc, Edinburgh
C Swinbank  BSc, Exeter
D Zammit  BSc, Kent, MSc, Brighton

SAILING
* T R Marris  DTP, YMIE, Master 
Unlimited
A Seager  DTP, YMO

PERIPATETIC STAFF
M Asanovic  BMus
M R K Bale  GRSM, LGSM
J E Barwood  BMus
C Biles-Liddell  BMus, MMus, LRSM
A M Carroll  BA
A Cheshire  BA
S Cipolla  GRNCM, PPRNCM
T Fosker  LTCL, LLCM
H J Gascoyne  MMus, LRWCMD
A Hansford  MMus
R Hickmore  BA
A M Jury  BMus
M J Lomas  BA, PhD, LRSM
D C Loveridge  BMus, MA
S P Nicholls  ABRSM
H W Norden  BMus
J Ottaway  BA, MA, PGCV
P Pooley  PGVC
J E Richards  BA
E Saddington  BMus
W Sims  BA
P Skelton  BA, LRAM
C Springate  BMus
K Vaughan  GGSM
J L Watson  AGSM, PDVT

PASTORAL STAFF  
& HOUSES

REGISTRAR
J H Sagers  BA, York

EXAMINATIONS OFFICER
W G Blumsom  PGDipM, Bristol

HEAD MASTER’S SECRETARY
D E Caiger

LANGUAGE ASSISTANT
L Bellostas (Spanish)  BA, Barcelona
W Grundbrecher (German)  BA, Heidelberg
G M Lecamp (French)  BA, Reims 

GAT STUDENT
T H Ball (PE)  BSc, Glamorgan
E L Major (Drama/Dance)  BA, 
Loughborough
T M Sampson (PE)

NURSING SISTERS
L Barnes  RGN
G Bush-Alsop  RGN
E Fleming  RGN
G Livermore  RGN
M Maidment  RGN
L Rawlings  RGN
J Roberts  RGN
C C Wilkinson (Senior Sister Medical 
Centre)  RGN

SCHOOL COUNSELLORS
C Coupe  BEd, Leeds, MBACP (Accred)
A L Yarker  MA, Essex

HOUSEMASTER/MISTRESS

Evans
E M Crozier
G I Butterworth (Asst.)

Farmer
W P J Whyte
T W Butterworth (Asst.)

Fitzmaurice
D R D Darwall

Forbes
J D Holmes

Hemens
C D J Tonkiss
A J Lewis (Asst.)

Jeanne
A L Evans

King-Reynolds
G S Ward
A M Poole (Asst.)

Lambert
E C Gardiner
J S Wall (Asst.)

Manor
A E Sampson
D A Fulling (Asst.)



14

The Dauntseian 2019-2020 Common Room

Mercers
M D Kinder

Rendell
M J Olsen

Scott
S K Walton-Knight

HOUSE TUTORS

Evans
K H Pratt
S J Rountree
E J Wilkins

Farmer
D A J Bell
D S Benedict
D A T Fraser
R V Lewis
B H Sandell

Fitzmaurice
J R Ayling
R E Darwall
D R Johnson
N C Leach
N C Spear

Forbes
K S Clark
H X Harris
E M A Lascelles
A E Lintin
P W Ost
J A Spencer
L Syms

Hemens
D Cornish
S J Dawson
D E Hodgkinson
R J Squire
S S Wells
C W W Wilson

Jeanne
K A Bradley
S Cooke
R A Hillier
H J Pearson

King-Reynolds
L K Egan
P J Harrison
D C Hills
L P McNichol
J M Worrall
N Yates

Lambert
A J F Brown
K B Gordon
C L Hunter
K M Layden
S Tabor
V A H Wilks

Manor
M K Hyman
J L Kersley
E L Major

T M Sampson
A Seager
C C Wilkinson

Mercers
T H Ball
A J Crossley
P C Guille
A Pickford

Rendell
C G Braby
I J Hoadley
J M Hubbard
G P James
P J Minter
S W S Openshaw
C E Saville
C L Shakeshaft

Scott
E Braby-Leman
M S Hayashi
J L Johns
L Lees
R S McCammon
J M Tyler
D Zammit

NON-ACADEMIC STAFF

FOUNDATION
M Neve  Foundation Director
J Romijn  Foundation Secretary

TECHNICIANS
M Braby  Network Administrator
A Denton-Merino  Physics, Chemistry & 
Biology Technician
E Haines  Biology & Chemistry Technician
A Henwood  DT Technician
M Herring  Drama Technician
C Biles-Liddell  Musician in Residence
P Newton  IT Technician
Z Preen  Reprographics Assistant
B Roberts  Head of IT Support Services
J Rose  Graphics & Reprographics Manager
S Tamin  Chemistry Technician
R Thickett  Physics Technician
C Thomas  Art Technician
R Veall  Reprographics Assistant
S Watts  Biology Technician
L Webber  Art Technician
P Wells  Physics Technician
D Westlake  IT Technician
C Whitaker  Biology Technician

CAREERS
C Johns  Careers Assistant
J O’Hanlon  Head of Careers
C Haywood  Careers Assistant

LIBRARY
L Shaw  Head Librarian 
E Crane  Librarian
N Crossley  Librarian
R Day  Librarian (left Jan 2020)

R Neve  Head Librarian (left Sept 2019)
K Price  Librarian
M Sheridan  Librarian

SWIMMING POOL STAFF
S Cooke  Head Lifeguard
N Kinder  Lifeguard
K Kirby  Lifeguard
C Tonkiss  Sports Centre Manager

SUPERVISORS
J Edwards  Supervisor
J Owen  Supervisor
J Scadding  Supervisor
H Curtis  Crossing Patrol
S Williams  Crossing Patrol

COUNSELLORS
C Coupe  School Counsellor
A Murphy  School Counsellor
A Yarker  School Counsellor

ESTATES & FACILITIES
N Barnes  Deputy Bursar – Estates

FACILITES ADMIN STAFF
G Archard  Facilities Assistant
R Buckland  Assistant Store Person
T Chandler  Driver
S Chick  Facilities Manager
P Chick  Assistant Store Person
P Greenaway  Porter
J Hiscock  Driver/Facilities Assistant
T Morris  Porter
C Mullord  Deputy Facilities Manager
R Rogers  Senior Store Person
A Sadd  Porter
G Sisson  Headmaster’s Housekeeper
D Westhoff  Facilities Assistant

CATERINGS
P Cryer  Chef
J Dent  Head Chef
B Dyer  Chef de Partie
R Hussey  Chef
C McBride  Chef
T Holmes  Chef
R Tearle  Chef Tournant
M Thompson  Chef
S Worrell  Sous Chef
A Barron  Catering
J Brown  Catering
D Campbell  Catering
L Hughes  Catering
J Gilbert  Catering
L Grainger  Catering
B Lowe  Catering
T White  Catering

LAUNDRY STAFF
G Almond  Laundry Assistant
T Almond  Laundry Assistant
T Ross  Laundry Assistant
H Cook  Seamstress

CATERING MANAGER
L Childs  Catering Manager
M Holloway  Pavilion Manageress
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MATRONS
S Coleman  Matron Evans
K Howard  Matron Jeanne
J Holloway  Matron Fitzmaurice
H Nisbeck  Matron Mercers
G Marsh  Matron the Manor 

MEDICAL CENTRE STAFF
L A Barnes  Sister
G Bush-Alsop  Sister
E Fleming  Sister
G Livermore  Sister
M Maidment  Sister
L Rawlings  Sister
J Roberts  Sister
C Wilkinson  Senior Sister
D Williams  Medical Centre Assistant

MAINTENANCE STAFF
R Buckland  Carpenter
J Henderson  Painter
A Goss  Carpenter
O James  Carpenter
D Johns  Deputy Clerk of Works
M Mayland  Clerk of Works
C O’Reilly  Secretary to Clerk of Works

GROUNDS STAFF
S Coxhead  Deputy Head Groundsman
D Gleed  Head Groundsman
J Manley  Groundsman
T Melbourn  Groundsman
N Sadd  Groundsman
J Taylor  Groundsman
A White  Gardener
D Wildman  Groundsman

BURSAR
W Ethelston  Bursar

ACCOUNTS
L Hides  Accounts Manager
L Mayland  Fees Manager
A Purbrick  Assistant Bursar – Head of Finance
T Geen  Bursar’s Secretary

H R DEPT
J Upton  Assistant Bursar – Head of HR & 
Compliance Officer
A Wildman  Payroll Manager
M Williams  HR Manager

REGISTRAR’S DEPT
A Gaylard  Marketing Manager
J Sagers  Registrar
H Sullivan  Deputy Registrar
R Veall  Marketing & Communications 
Assistant

ADMIN STAFF HM OFFICE
A Ball  Receptionist
H Barnes  Admissions Assistant (left Jan 2020)
W Blumsom  Examinations Officer
D Caiger  Head Master’s Secretary
M Halliday  Admissions Assistant
C Haywood  Database Assistant
C Jones  Database Manager
L Jones  Examinations Assistant
J Maton  SMT & Database Support
F Mitchell  Receptionist
J Parker  Admissions Assistant (from Jan 2020)
D Sleigh  Holiday Receptionist

MUSIC SCHOOL
D Davey  Music Secretary

SAILING
T Marris  Head of Sailing
A Seager  First Mate
S Stone  Sailing Club Secretary

SCHOOL SHOP
S Bailey  School Shop Manageress
V Bruce  School Shop Assistant
C Bryant  Tuck Shop Manageress
T Geen  School Shop Assistant
S Humphreys  School Shop Assistant
K Hurd  Tuck Shop Assistant
C Mann  School Shop Assistant
T Whittle  17 Club Manageress

GOVERNORS
During the course of the year the governors 
said farewell to Angus Macpherson, a 
stalwart of the governing body since 
1998 and now an emeritus governor, and 
welcomed Tony Clifford and Nick Dolman.

NOMINATED BY THE MERCERS’ 
COMPANY
Mr A H Collins  AIWSc
Mr D W Goodhew  MA
Mrs E A Light  MA
Mr P J Lough  MA
Mr I D Parker  BSc, MBA
Mr F W Scarborough
Mrs L F Walsh Waring  BA (Chairman)

NOMINATED BY THE OLD 
DAUNTSEIANS’ ASSOCIATION
Mr C H de N Lucas  FRICS, FAAV

CO-OPTED BY THE GOVERNING 
BODY
Mr R M Bernard  CBE
Mrs S R Broadhead  BSc
Mrs K G Bruges  MA
Mr A R E Clifford  MA, FCA
Mr N J Dolman  BSc, MRICS 
Mr N B Elliott  QC (Vice-Chairman)
Mr N J S Fisk  BA, ACA
Mrs J L Green  BA
Air Chief Marshal Sir Richard Johns  GCB, 
KCVO, CBE
Mrs V P Nield  BSc, MBA
Dr R E L Quarrell  BA, MA, DPhil
Brigadier P P Rawlins  MBE
Mr I T Thomas  BSc, DMS

CLERK TO THE GOVERNORS
Mr P M A Nokes  MA, MPhil

EMERITUS GOVERNORS
Professor L M Harwood  MA, BSc, MSc, 
PhD, CSci, CChem, FRSC, AFIChemE
Mr A S Macpherson  MBE, BA, ACA
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MARIA ANDREWS 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

What was your least favourite subject 
at school? 
I really didn’t like RS. I find I love science 
so the concept of everything being 
provisional in ethics is quite challenging 
intellectually.

What job did you want to have when 
you were younger?
I wanted to be a Wimbledon tennis 
player. My mum is a tennis coach and 
I’ve played tennis all my life - I can’t 
remember a time when I didn’t play 
tennis. I’m normally always involved in 
tennis matches or watching either tennis 
or hockey games. 

What is your role at Dauntsey’s?
I am one of the new PE Graduate 
Assistant Teachers. 

How are you finding Dauntseys? 
The pupils are really great – they’re 
so helpful and easy to engage with 
everything I’m saying. The Manor is 
crazy and full-on but I enjoy it so much. 
I’m definitely settling in well now. The 
campus is great – I’ve had to ask for 
directions a couple of times though! I 
love it, and above all it’s the pupils that 
are really great. 

If you could to back to be in any 
school year, which would it be and 
why?
I think it would be the night I first went 
to boarding school. When I didn’t know 
any one and I had a chance to be myself 
afresh and not feel the need to ‘fit-in’. 

Do you have any pets?
No, but I really want to get a dog. When 
I was younger my sister and I were 
desperate to get a dog but sadly my mum 
said ‘no’. It was a sad childhood, I know, 
but I’m hoping to get one in the next year.

Favourite takeaway?
It has to be Dominos Pizza. I love a 
Dominos, cannot say ‘no’ to it. In my 
University in Loughborough the other 
takeaways around were a bit rubbish 
so Dominoes was the go-to. I know my 
order by heart, it’s the way to go. 

WILL FORD 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

How long have you been a teacher?

This is literally my first job out of 
university; I graduated this summer and 
then it’s been straight into it really. I did 
a sort of placement year working with 
Welsh rugby beforehand that was great 
fun as a job for a year.

What is your favourite Walker’s 
flavour?
Salt and Vinegar. Boring I know.

Is there a song that you know all the 
words to?
I mean there’s several, but I would 
probably say that my number one would 
be ‘American Boy’ by Estelle.

Do you have a celebrity look alike?
Well when I had my hair cut my barber 
used to say that I looked like Kylian 
Mbappé the footballer.

If you could be in any school year, 
what would it be?
I think that I would definitely have to 
say the Sixth Form, because I had such a 
great time.

Salvete
Welcoming our new colleagues

“The pupils are really great – they’re so 
helpful and easy to engage with”

Maria Andrews
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What would your superpower be?
Oh, so many to choose from. I think that 
I would probably want to be able to fly; it 
would just be so much easier to do stuff 
like go on holiday. It would be great fun.

GRACE McPHERSON 
LANGUAGES

What’s your role at Dauntsey’s?
I am a teacher of Spanish and Latin and a 
tutor in Lambert house.

Where were you before you came to 
Dauntsey’s?
I was working with the university in 
Bath, but mostly I’ve been abroad. I’ve 
been in San Sebastian and I was in Seville 
for some time. I have also spent a bit of 
time in South America.

How are you finding Dauntsey’s so far?
I really like it! Everyone is super friendly 
and very down-to-earth, and I think it’s 
clear that all the departments are united 
and work well together.

Is there anything in particular that 
led you to Dauntsey’s?
I went to school in Taunton, so not too 
far away, and I vaguely knew the school. 
A few people recommended it and when 
I came to visit everyone was super nice 
and I really liked the Headmaster’s dog, 
so that was kind of the deal breaker!

What kind of music do you like?  
Is there a song you know all the 
words to?
Foreign music. Spanish and French 
music mostly, and a song I know all the 
words to would be any Eminem song. 
Specifically, Lose yourself.

 
What is the weirdest thing you have 
heard someone say at school?
Actually, at my last school there was one 
boy who would open the door and shout 
“I’m a fidget spinner!” at the beginning 
of the lesson and then shut the door and 
run away! Every single lesson. What an 
entrance!

If you could be in any school year 
again, which year would it be?
I would be in Year 11 again. Even though 
it was a stressful year with GCSEs, I 
think you have the best connection with 
teachers and all your friends are with 
you. I just remember that year being 
really fun.

Do you have any pets?
I don’t, although I would really like a 
hedgehog. It would be my dream pet!

If you could be good at one sport 
what would it be?
Anything to do with ice. Ice skating or 
hockey. I think it is amazing when little 
kids whizz past you at the ice rink, I 
would love to be able to do that.

And what is your favorite Walker’s 
crisp flavour?
They used to have BBQ which I loved 
but I also love prawn cocktail. I like the 
strong flavours! 

JULIA MEYER 
LANGUAGES

What’s your role at Dauntsey’s?
I am the German language assistant, so I 
do 1-to-1 language lessons with students. 

How are you finding Dauntsey’s? And 
England in general?
It’s really nice! Especially living in the 
countryside because I live in a city in 
Germany. I find the English people really 
nice too. German people are quite frank 
and direct, but everyone in England is 
really nice and polite. It’s quite different. 

How did you find lockdown as a 
University student in Germany?
My family was shielding, so I found it 
really quite challenging as I couldn’t 
really see any of my friends without social 
distancing. I also found working from 

“At my last school there was one boy  
who would open the door and shout  

“I’m a fidget spinner!” at the beginning  
of the lesson, and then shut the door  

and run away! Every single lesson.  
What an entrance!”

Grace McPherson
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home hard, for both my job and online 
lectures. I do literary research work for 
my professors, so not being able to access 
the libraries was really annoying! 

What job did you want when you 
were young and how has it changed?
I wanted to be an author but writing 
fiction is really hard! I also wanted to 
work in emergency management. Now 
I want to be a teacher and I’m studying 
languages; it’s what I find interesting. 
I’ll be going on to do my masters and 
hopefully teaching English, so I hope I 
can improve mine whilst I’m here! 

What was your favourite subject in 
school?
Art. I think my second favourite would 
be languages, I did French all the way 
up to A-Levels, but art was definitely my 
favourite.

And your least favourite?
Definitely sports. I’m not really 
very sporty! Maybe also physics and 
chemistry. 

Favourite book and film?
Oh, that’s really hard! For the book, 
probably Beloved by Tony Morrison; I 
love that book. I also really like Cane by 
Jean Toomer. As for the film… Maybe 
Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho, or Tarantino’s 
Pulp Fiction. 

Is there a song that you know all the 
words to?
I’m really bad with lyrics! I think I 
know all the words to Die Perfekte Welle 
by Juli, it’s a German song. It’s quite 
embarrassing actually, but I listened to it 
a lot when I was younger. 

Who is your celebrity lookalike? 
I don’t think I have one! She’s not really a 
celebrity but I used to look like Rapunzel 
from Tangled when I was young. I don’t 
think I do anymore, though! 

Who is your style icon? 
Oh… When I was younger it was 
definitely my Grandma. Also, the Spice 
Girls and my Bratz dolls. I used to think 
they looked so cool, although they 
certainly didn’t dress like my Grandma! 
I don’t really have a specific person as 
my style icon, but nowadays I think 
I’m most inspired by Japanese street 
fashion. All the outfits are really creative, 
and everyone always looks so good. It’s 
amazing how different all the styles are. 

I also like modern Russian fashion. I 
have some friends in St. Petersburg and 
they all dress really grungy and trendy. It 
looks really cool! 

RACQUEL PERACAULA 
LANGUAGES

Where were you before Dauntsey’s?
I was studying English Studies at 
University in Spain, and I graduated in 
June.

Why did you choose Dauntsey’s?
Long story short, I was doing my final 
thesis degree at university, and my 
mentor there told me about a former 
student of hers that was looking for a 
replacement at Dauntsey’s. I think that 
having a job right after you graduate is 
a great opportunity, so I just took it! If 
you ever have a chance like this, go for it, 
definitely! I can’t believe it though; I still 
ask myself “is this real?”.

Where do you hope to go from here?
Teaching here isn’t my end goal – I really 

enjoy it and I think that everyone should 
teach at some point, but I want to work 
in the publishing world. I love books 
and literature and that has always been a 
dream of mine.

So, ideally here or in Spain?
I’m not sure where my abilities would 
be most valued – maybe in Spain as a 
translator or here as an editor. 

Do you have a favourite book or film?
This is a hard question! For nostalgia, 
definitely Harry Potter, because I 
basically grew up with the films. I also 
like horror movies – particularly the ones 
that make you think – I really enjoyed 
Parasite. Book-wise, I love Little Women 
(and the film, too), since my final thesis 
degree was based on it. I am also very 
fond of a book called The Seven Husbands 
of Evelyn Hugo. It’s about a Hollywood 
actress in the 1950s, who has a really 
powerful story, and I think it’s a really 
good book to read in general. It talks 
about feminism, being LGBTQ+, and I 
cried reading it, so it must be good.

What’s your dream destination?
I have several. I’ve always wanted to go 
to Greece, first of all; I studied ancient 
Latin and Greek for my A levels, and I 
loved the culture. It’s definitely one of my 
“before I die, I have to go” places. Also, 
South Korea, Japan, and Australia- even 
though it’s infested with every monster 
in the world – so I might only make it to 
the airport!

What time period would you choose 
to be born in, if you could?
I don’t know! It was so difficult for 
women in the past. We’re so fortunate to 
be born in this period, and to learn about 
what other women had to go through, so 
we can grow and work towards equality. 
If I had to choose a time, maybe during 

“I think that having a job right after you 
graduate is a great opportunity ... If you 

ever have a chance like this, go for it”
Racquel Peracaula
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the suffragettes? It’s not ideal, obviously, 
but it would give me an opportunity to 
fight for what I believe in.

Do you have an all-time favourite 
song?
Yes! My favourite band is Panic! At the 
Disco, and I love Death of a Bachelor. It’s 
a song I’ll never tire of – I love the sound 
and the lyrics. I like so many genres so it’s 
hard, but I could have this song on repeat 
all day.

Do you have a style icon?
To be honest, I’m just exposing myself 
here, but I really like K-pop – they’re so 
stylish and trendy, I love it.

What was your dream job when you 
were younger?
This sounds really weird, but I loved 
dolphins when I was younger, and I 
wanted to be a dolphin trainer. Then I 
saw a documentary about zoos, and I 
completely changed my mind. 

CHRIS PICKETT 
MUSIC

What is your role at Dauntsey’s?
I am a Teacher of Music and I also have a 
tutor group of First Form in Scott. 

Where were you prior to coming to 
Dauntsey’s?
London: I moved from London three 
weeks ago - so quite a big change! I am 
really enjoying the countryside and I 
really needed to get out of London and 
to a less busy place! It’s also nice to be at 
a senior school as I was working at a prep 
school previously. 

What led you to teach music at 
Dauntseys’s and why?
It was my university degree, so it made 
sense. As for Dauntsey’s, the position 
came up and I knew the reputation of the 
school was really good so when they asked 
me to interview, it was a no-brainer.

What is your favorite book and film?
For the book – To Kill a Mockingbird, 
it’s a great story that is well written and 
the more time goes on, the more relevant 
it becomes. Especially with the recent 
Black Lives Matter movement, it is so 
important for educating yourself. For the 
film, something completely different - 
The Empire Strikes Back. 

What time period would you choose 
to be born in, if you could?
I like where I am now, but in terms of 
music it would have to be the ‘60s or ‘70s. 
The Beatles, the Stones and then Glam-
Rock, I would have loved it; I would have 
maybe gone to a disco or two. 

What was your first job?
I had a Saturday job at Woolworth’s in my 
Sixth Form years, though I must stress that 
I wasn’t the cause for it closing down!

What was your dream job when you 
were younger?
I had lots of them, but I suppose my 
favourite was to be a composer for a film. 
I’ve always been interested in music, 
my family is musical, so I was always 
surrounded by music.

What was your least favorite school 
subject?
It changed year on year, but I’m still 
annoyed at my History teacher because 
he put me off the subject. Although I am 
very interested in it, I was a bit annoyed 
that I didn’t do it for GCSE. 

TIM REYNOLDS 
MATHEMATICS

How long have you been a teacher?
I’ve been a teacher for 13 years now, and 
before that I was in the Royal Navy for 
22 years, so teaching is my second career. 
I cam here from Charterhouse, and I 
went straight to Charterhouse from the 
Royal Navy ,so this is only the second 
school I have taught at.

What is a song that you know all the 
words to?
Well, I’m slightly embarrassed to admit 
that during lockdown my family did 
a Mama Mia on video, so I heard it 
incessantly. I think that I could probably 
make a good effort at remembering all of 
those words.

What do you have for breakfast 
normally?
If I’m feeling indulgent then I’ll have a 
full English, but its not very healthy to 
do that everyday so I might have some 
fruit and yoghurt if I was trying to be a 
bit healthier.

“[My favourite subject at school]  
changed year on year, but I’m still 

annoyed at my History teacher because 
he put me off the subject.”

Chris Pickett
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What is your favourite Walkers crisp 
flavour?
I’m a big crisp fan, but I think that there 
are some better brands than Walker’s! 
For example, there are some very nice 
local brands like in the local farm shop, 
Planks, but I can’t remember the name. 
And as far as flavour goes, then I would 
have to choose sea salt, maybe with some 
black pepper.

Do you have a celebrity lookalike?
Yes, one of the pupils has already asked 
me if I was in Paddington 2, because they 
thought that I looked like Hugh Grant 
from the film. I was quite pleased about 
that because I thought that it was quite 
complimentary!

What is your favourite book or film?
That’s very difficult. My favourite film 
is probably one that I watched a very 
long time ago called The Shawshank 
Redemption. As far as books go then I 
tend to be very taken by whatever book 
I’m reading at the time, which at the 
moment is Seven Pillars of Wisdom by  
T. E. Lawrence. Overall then perhaps my 
favourite novel would be Any Human by 
Heart by William Boyd.

If you were at school now, what 
subjects would you choose to study?
Well, I think that I would probably have 
to go for double maths, and I think that 
physics probably goes quite well with 
maths. That is actually the combination 
that I did in school, and I did start 
Chemistry too (for about a week) but I 
didn’t get on very well with that. I might 
like to have a language as well, so maybe 
then I would do double maths, physics 
and French.

JAMES RICHARDSON 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

What’s your role at Dauntsey’s? 
I’m a sports graduate assistant and I’ve 
also graduated as a teacher, so I am also 
helping with PE lessons up to A level. I 
am also a live-in tutor in Fitz. 

How are you finding Dauntsey’s?
It’s certainly different with the new 
measures, especially not doing fixtures 
on a Saturday which feels a little bit 
strange. School life seems to be carrying 
on as normal but we’re just being more 
cautious as to what we do. 

What brought you to Dauntsey’s?
I know the area quite well and it was 
JD who told me about the position and 
from there onwards I fell in love with the 
school. 

Where have you been prior to 
Dauntsey’s?
I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do when 
I was leaving university, so I went into a 

similar role at another school and realised 
I really enjoyed teaching. I was up north 
in Stanford before I came here.

What genre of films do you like?
Action. I’m a Marvel fan along with 
Equaliser and films like that.

What’s your favourite Walker’s crisp 
flavour?
I like smoky bacon. 

What’s your favourite sport?
My main sport is hockey, I used to play 
with JD when I was at university and he 
was teaching at Cardiff. 

Where did you go to university?
I went to Cardiff Metropolitan 

If you could move anywhere, where 
would you go?
Ideally, I’d like to end up in Australia 
but at the moment I think I would 
choose Barbados as I have a lot of family 
connections there.

What’s your favourite thing about 
teaching?
The amazing thing is that you can 
change someone’s life everyday. If a pupil 
doesn’t understand something or they 
might not have the confidence to do 
something it’s fulfilling when you, as a 
teacher, are able to help them. 

What was your least favourite school 
subject?
For me, I really didn’t enjoy school so one 
of the reasons that I wanted to go into 
teaching was to change that for other 
pupils.

“It’s certainly different with the new [COVID-19] measures, 
especially not doing fixtures on a Saturday which feels a little 
bit strange. School life seems to be carrying on as normal but 

we’re just being more cautious as to what we do.”
James Richardson
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TAYLOR BALL 
SPORT

Taylor was an ex-pupil having been a 
Sports Scholar in the Sixth Form. A First 
XV rugby player who toured Australia as 
a pupil, he re-joined Dauntsey’s School in 
September 2017 as a Graduate Assistant 
Teacher of Sport. 

He has excelled as a rugby coach with 
the Under 13A rugby team over the 
past three years and he has also been 
instrumental in the success of the Third 
XV. His amusing speech at the Rugby 
Dinner on behalf of the Third XV will 
always be remembered. 

Taylor has been successful as a hockey 
coach with various teams as well as 

coaching both cricket and athletics. 
Taylor is always good-humoured and 
will be remembered fondly by the pupils 
he coached for his positive, yet relaxed 
manner. The Third XI cricket team 
thoroughly enjoyed their training session 
before an important match, when Taylor 
turned up with a football and said, ‘just 
kick that around lads!’. 

Taylor has been an exceptional tutor in 
Mercers’ House throughout his three 
years at Dauntsey’s, being a positive 
role model for the young men in the 
house. He formed a strong team with his 
fellow GAT student, Mr Sampson. They 
completed all their GAT duties under 
the guise of ‘T and T solutions’ and no 
job was ever too small for the dynamic 
duo. Driving around on the school gator 
moving kit became part of their weekly 
schedule and the Head Groundsman 
was delighted when Taylor turned the 
Mercers’ Field into a speedway track! 

One of the highlights of his three years 
was the inspirational lecture to the Sports 
Scholars about ‘Concussion in Sport’; it 
was insightful and brilliantly delivered 
and we wish Taylor all the very best in 
the future as this is an area of expertise 
where he may well go on to excel in. After 
two years as a pupil and three years as a 
Graduate Teacher I would like to thank 
him for all his support.

MJO

LAURA BELLOSTAS  
LANGUAGES

Laura joined the Dauntsey’s Spanish 
department in September 2018 and 
immediately endeared herself to the 
pupils and staff alike. With her patient 
and calm encouragement, pupils soon 
felt confident and developed a super 
affinity with the language and culture 
she gently and proudly promoted. She 
has been a highly valued member of 
the teaching staff, helping us with our 
language and literature queries; she 
came to us with a top-notch degree and 
her help with literature and the A Level 
speaking made for excellent progress 
with our pupils.

Laura was generous with her time; she 
supported Moonrakers each week and 
joined the Third form on their week 
away. Laura even gave up some time 
during one of our trips to Barcelona 
to accompany the teachers and pupils 
on a tour of ‘Modernisme’ and a quick 
churros pitstop in the old quarter of her 
home city. 

Lockdown presented her with challenges 
which she took in her stride and with 
her customary sunny, warm and serene 

Valete
Bidding farewell to our old friends

“His amusing speech at the Rugby 
Dinner on behalf of the Third XV will 

always be remembered.”
MJO speaking of Taylor Ball
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attitude. She will be greatly missed by her 
colleagues in the Spanish Department 
and her pupils will have been sad not to 
have said adiós in person at the end the 
academic year. 

DCH

STEVE DAWSON 
ENGLISH

Steve Dawson joined the English 
Department at Christmas 2018 initially 
to cover Ms Lintin’s maternity leave. We 
were lucky to secure such an experienced 
teacher for this role and Steve did not 
disappoint. He was able to pick up his 
new classes mid-year with minimal fuss 
and disruption and guided them to some 
excellent grades in two examination 
sessions. He made himself useful in other 
ways around the school too: tutoring 
in Hemens, supervising some football, 
organising the Middle School Public 
Speaking Competition and helping out 
at Film Club. We were able to make his 
temporary position permanent on Ms 
Lintin’s return, but, sadly, 2020 struck 
and it was not possible to keep hold of 
him this year. His experience and his 
good company are much missed. 

AJFB 

WIBKE GRUNDBRECHER 
GERMAN ASSISTANT

We are always sad to say Auf Wiedersehen 
to our German assistants at the end of 
their year at Dauntsey’s but were even 
sadder than usual to bid Wibke farewell. 
She was an outstanding assistant and as 
a colleague she was fun, efficient, reliable 
and a real asset to the department. Her 
pupils regarded her highly, were more 
than slightly in awe of her intelligence 
and genuinely enjoyed going to their 
lessons, where they benefitted from her 
patience, clarity and sense of humour. 
Many of Wibke’s A-level pupils are 
taking their German studies further, 
thanks to her encouragement and expert 
teaching. When they were asked to sum 
Wibke up in three words, the same three 
appeared over and over again: smiley, 
patient and funny. 

Despite spending the last three months 
of her year in England in lockdown, 
Wibke never lost her ability to see the 
positive side of everything – even giving 
virtual conversation lessons to Fourth 
Form pupils who she had never met in 
person, and who were probably wearing 
pyjamas, eating crisps and struggling 
with poor internet connection! 

During her all too brief year with us 
Wibke also helped with Moonrakers 

and observed lessons in the Maths 
Department. She embraced both 
opportunities with characteristic 
enthusiasm and was particularly proud 
of the new mathematical vocabulary she 
learnt! 

Wibke has now returned to Heidelberg 
University to complete her master’s 
degree before starting work as an English 
and Maths teacher. We wish her well and 
will miss her enormously.

VAHW

IZZY HOADLEY 
MATHEMATICS

Izzy (Ms Hoadley) has been with the 
department for the past year, over from 
Australia on a one-year visa. She has 
slotted in seamlessly at Dauntsey’s and 
has made a tremendous impact on the 
school with her boundless enthusiasm, 
her empathy for her students and her 
intelligent, thoughtful approach to her 
teaching. Her IT skills are legendary  and 
she straight away started making videos 
for the department to help us through 
the transition to the lockdown period. 

She has been an excellent tutor in 
Rendell: supportive, patient and actively 

“When asked to sum Wibke up in three words, the same three 
appeared over and over again: smiley, patient and funny.”

VAHW speaking of Wibke Grundbrecher
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involved (including hosting a barbecue 
with her husband for the Australian bush 
fire fund – who could forget those Koala 
onesies?). Her positive outlook and sense 
of humour will be sorely missed.

PAM 

MADELINE HYMAN 
LANGUAGES

Madeleine Hyman arrived at Dauntsey’s 
in 2017, and quickly became part of the 
furniture. As an exceptional classroom 
practitioner, caring and loyal tutor, and 
fabulous friend to many, Madeleine 
brought a spark to Dauntsey’s and her 
dedication in so many areas did not go 
unnoticed.

As part of the MFL department, 
teaching French and Spanish, Madeleine 
always found new ways to engage 
students. She is someone who will never 
stop learning; who strives for perfection 
and will not settle for anything less than 
excellence in her delivery of lessons. She 
would often begin lessons with culturally 
diverse music to increase the energy 
in the classroom, and would create 
resources for the class and individuals 
which were fresh and relatable, using 
social media or takeaway menus as 
inspiration to make activities a little more 
fun. Never did she re-invent the wheel… 
she just made it extra shiny! Madeleine 
truly believes in the power of the 
individual and was not over prescriptive 
or dictatorial in any way, giving students 
respect and independence which they 
very much appreciated. I often stole a 
copy of her newly produced worksheets 
from reprographics to help inspire my 

own teaching practice. Madeleine, if you 
ever happened to be one copy short, that 
was me… SORRY.

To not mention Madeleine’s work 
in boarding would be neglecting a 
hugely important part of her time at 
Dauntsey’s. Being a teacher, particularly 
in a boarding environment, is not just 
a job but a way of life, and Madeleine 
fully dedicated her life to the school 
during her three years here. Beginning 
her journey in Evans, EMC states that 
‘Madeleine was a lovely tutor – her 
warmth and genuine care meant that the 
girls adopted her immediately, giving her 
the nickname ‘Mum’, despite being the 
youngest member of the tutor team’! 

Madeleine moved to The Manor in 2018, 
and felt immediately at home in Lower 
School boarding. The pupils adored 
her and so did the tutor team, with the 
Sampson clan becoming her second 
family. AES notes that Madeleine always 
went above and beyond the call of duty, 
not because she had to, but because 
she truly wanted to. Madeleine would 
happily provide the pupils with pamper 
evenings or movie nights; be one of the 
first in the pool at swimming outings; 
and introduce the boarders to one of 
her many much-loved board games. In 
fact, away from her duties, you would 
probably find her still playing board 
games, with the Sampsons, accompanied 
by a tipple or two. 

In three years, Madeleine has done and 
achieved so much on top of her teaching 
workload. She has run French film clubs; 
taken pupils to debating competitions; 
coached sports teams; been an excellent 
mentor to a trainee teacher; been hugely 
involved with the Romania fundraising 

and trip; and supervised the Sixth Form 
cookery course (where she became 
completely and utterly frazzled when 
preparing for her own assessment… 
she didn’t want to be outperformed)! 
She even found time to participate in 
the Bromham 10K pudding run… and 
somehow managed to complete the route 
despite no training whatsoever! You may 
wonder… does Madeleine have any spare 
time? The answer is: not a great deal, 
but she always found a moment to watch 
‘Neighbours’ (please feel free to judge 
her)!

Despite always striving for the best and 
achieving great things, Madeline remains 
hugely modest and, like many of us, 
can doubt her own ability. One of my 
favourite things that I heard Madeleine 
say was “People seem to think I’m really 
ambitious – I don’t know why”. I think 
this sums up Madeleine: she always says 
yes to new opportunities and jumps at 
the chance to take on more responsibility, 
but does this never to ‘get ahead’ or make 
herself look good. Everything she does is 
due to her love of learning and helping 
others, and we could all do with taking a 
leaf out of her book!

The 2020 Summer term was a 
challenging one for all, and, for both 
staff and students, to not be able to say 
a proper goodbye is difficult. However, 
Madeleine leaves with many fond 
memories of her time at Dauntsey’s, 
and I am sure I speak for all her pupils 
and colleagues when I wish her the 
bright future she deserves, as she moves 
on to be a Head of A Level Spanish at 
Hurstpierpoint College.

CES

“An exceptional classroom practitioner, 
caring and loyal tutor, and fabulous 

friend to many, Madeleine brought a 
spark to Dauntsey’s and her dedication  
in so many areas did not go unnoticed.”

CES speaking of Madeline Hyman



25

Common Room

DENISE INNES 
MATHEMATICS

Denise studied Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering at Bath University and 
enjoyed a very successful career in 
industry before joining the Mathematics 
Department in September 2007. 

Denise has been an outstanding teacher 
for the last 14 years. She made maths 
fun and accessible. Professional to the 
hilt, Denise was always super-organised 
and consistently produced first class 
resources, which she willingly shared 
with her colleagues in the department.

In the words of her Head of Department, 
Pete Mobbs: ‘Denise has been a stalwart 
of the Dauntsey’s maths department. She 
has been such a safe pair of hands – given 

any task or class, she has approached 
it with great care, organisation and 
thoughtfulness. She is always very 
reliable and very well prepared. As 
a department, we have particularly 
benefitted from Denise’s willingness to 
volunteer for tasks and to stand in for 
colleagues – she is always one of the  
first to volunteer, even for the least 
glamorous gigs!’

Denise also tutored in Scott House 
for 9 years, a hands-on tutor, who 
was generous with her time and 
hugely supportive of her tutees. She 
coached netball throughout her time 
at Dauntsey’s: a sporty mathematician 
isn’t an oxymoron after all! Denise 
also supervised EPQ candidates for 
three years, and the students certainly 
benefitted from her passion for nurturing 
independent research. 

Denise coped very bravely with illness 
during her last year at Dauntsey’s. We 
have been inspired, but not surprised, by 
her sheer tenacity, true grit and fighting 
spirit. She has been an inspiration to all 
of us. 

We wish Denise a wonderful retirement 
and bon voyage as she and Clive plot their 
travels around Europe in their Aston 
Martin. Good luck Denise you have been 
an outstanding teacher and a warm and 
supportive colleague and friend. 

GSW

JOSH KERSLEY 
BIOLOGY

Joshua Kersley joined the Biology 
Department at Dauntsey’s school in 
sept 2019. He immediately made an 
enormously positively impact on the 
school being an extremely dedicated 
resident tutor at the Manor and teaching 
in both the Chemistry and Biology 
departments as well. 

It would hard to find someone more 
dedicated to the school within the 
common room, and it would safe to say 
that during term time Joshua gave almost 
every waking hour to the Dauntsey’s way 
of life, whether it be in the classroom, 
laboratory, the Manor or on the sports 
field. He brought a huge amount of 
energy and intellect to his lessons and 
to my department and while he was 
a young teacher, he seemed to have a 
limitless store of confidence and novel 
ideas. I have no doubt that had Joshua 
stayed at Dauntsey’s he would have had 
a significant impact on the life of the 
school as his insight would have lead to 
many aspects of the school life being 
further enhanced by his ability to see 
through complex matters and spot clear 
and sensible solutions.

Dauntsey’s lost Joshua to Cokethorpe 
School near Oxford, where he has 
assumed a full-time role as a Biology 
Teacher and Tutor and has settled in 
extremely well. He is greatly missed by 
all of the Biology and Science teachers 
at Dauntsey’s, though none doubt his 
future will indeed, be a bright one!

VRM

“Denise has been a stalwart of the 
Dauntsey’s maths department ...  

we have particularly benefitted from 
Denise’s willingness to volunteer for tasks 

and to stand in for colleagues – she is 
always one of the first to volunteer, even 

for the least glamorous gigs!”
PAM speaking of Denise Innes
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ELLA MAJOR 
DRAMA

Ella joined us, as a GAT in the Drama 
department, in September last year. 
Within the department she became very 
involved with the production of In the 
Heights, creating mood boards, helping 
with the choreography, and organising 
costumes. Following this, she also 
assisted with the costumes for Spelling 
Bee and set about tackling the huge task 
of beginning to organise the ‘Costume 
Wardrobe’ in the Jeanne conservatory. 
Ella’s skills were also used in the Dance 
department, where she helped with the 
Lower School Dance Show and ran the 
Third Form Dance Club each week.

At The Manor, Ella quickly settled to 
become part of the tutoring team and 
she developed good relationships with 
her tutees. Always reliable, Ella enjoyed 
being in House and encouraged many 
impromptu dance sessions for the 
Manorites; it is a shame that her time 
at School was cut short as a result of 
COVID-19, but we are very grateful for 
all that she did while she was here.

We wish Ella the very best of luck as she 
moves on to complete her PGCE. 

AES

KATE MORRIS 
CLASSICS

Five days after a chance meeting with 
the wife of the then Head of Classics 
in Urchfont post office, Kate, with no 
formal teaching qualifications, found 
herself appointed to Dauntsey’s Classics 
Department where she would remain 
until December 2019.

In her post office chat in June 2004 Kate 
let slip that she had a Classics degree from 
Cambridge. Dauntsey’s was having no 
luck in the search for a Classics teacher 
and Kate was in the right place at the 
right time. On her return home that day 
she received a phone call from the Head 
of Classics and two days later had an 
interview with Mark Neve, Director of 
Studies. This was followed by a meeting 
with the Headmaster and Kate found 
herself, having never taught, accepting 
the job and wondering what on earth she 
was doing. 

During her time at Dauntsey’s Kate 
worked with four Heads of Department 
and had four different departmental 
offices in 13 years. She particularly 
enjoyed teaching GCSE, where she was 
privileged to teach some enthusiastic and 
talented pupils, culminating in excellent 
results. She will probably be remembered 

by them for her fiendish vocabulary 
tests, and in the Lower School for the 
imperfect sheep.

Philip Powell, who was Head of Classics 
for a number of years, remembers Kate 
‘as a very conscientious teacher, who 
always prepared her lessons very well; 
indeed, she planned the content of each 
lesson weeks/months ahead and she was a 
very rigorous teacher in all respects. Her 
pupils always knew their grammar well. 
Just as important, she knew her pupils 
with all their personal foibles, and she 
was very obviously fond of them, not 
least the naughty ones!’

One of the best accolades Philip says he 
can give Kate is that he could rely on her 
completely, with minimal interference 
on his part, to teach a syllabus in all its 
aspects. Kate more or less ‘cornered’ the 
Fourth and Fifth Form Latin GCSE 
teaching and her results were invariably 
excellent. He could also entrust to her, 
with complete confidence, the teaching 
of Greek Tragedy to Sixth form Class. 
Civ. students, knowing that she would 
give them a thorough grounding in the 
subject.

In addition to teaching, Kate 
accompanied Classics trips to both 
Italy and Greece. Kate also took part in 
History trips and a Lower School ski 
trip. She helped out with pupils at cross 
country events, taught Lower School 
Greek, and ran a touch-typing club, 
including helping those leaning to touch 
type for their Duke of Edinburgh award. 

Kate had high standards and expected 
her pupils to live up to them. She was 
(and is) a very capable and dedicated 
teacher. 

JFEU

“Kate more or less ‘cornered’ the Fourth and Fifth Form Latin 
GCSE teaching and her results were invariably excellent.”

JFEU speaking of Kate Morris
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CAROLYN RIGBY 
DRAMA

Carolyn was a highly experienced teacher 
and had led several successful drama 
departments across the country before 
we were fortunate enough to have her 
join us here at Dauntsey’s at the very end 
of the summer term 2019. 

She soon used her wealth of professional 
experience to good effect and became a 
key part of the drama department with 
Rikki Jackson. Carolyn also became 
a tutor in Jeanne and the girls became 
incredibly fond of her in no time at all. 
Carolyn helped through the transition 
of Heads of Department and her subject 
knowledge and guidance was invaluable 
to me when I became Director of Drama 
in Autumn 2019. 

Later that year, in the midst of a busy 
extra-curricular programme, Carolyn 
staged Living with Lady Macbeth with 
Aurelia Harris-Johnstone as the lead. 
The play was a riotous comic triumph 
and audiences were impressed by the 
unique and well-directed play which 
will surely live long in the memories 
of those who participated. Carolyn 
was a fantastic teacher to all her classes 
but especially Fifth Form and Upper 
Sixth who produced some exceptional 
performance work under her leadership. 
Her friendly, upbeat and approachable 
demeanour made a huge impact amongst 
staff and pupils at Dauntsey’s and we 
were so pleased to have her as part of 
the team for a short while. We wish her 
and her husband Robert happiness in 
“retirement” in their new home in the 
South of France. 

AES

TOBY SAMPSON 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Not only was Toby an Old Dauntsian 
but a valued member of the wider 
Dauntsey’s community. Having moved 
between boarding and day as a pupil, 
Toby was very much part of the fabric 
of everything going on at Dauntsey’s, 
which meant it was an easy decision for 
him to join Mr Moore in the Adventure 
Department as a Graduate Assistant 
Teacher in 2017.

Toby’s wide range of skills, and previous 
experiences as a tree surgeon, meant that 
he was able to make a real impact on 
the adventure department. Whether it 
was fixing boats or repairing tents Toby 
managed to find his own way of getting 
things sorted. 

After a year under Mr Moore’s 
stewardship, Toby migrated towards the 
sports department where his passion for 
hockey really flourished. Toby’s appetite 
for the sport rubbed off on the students 
and his love for the game soon shone 
through on his teams. His work with Mr 
Devney on the hockey pitch seemed one 
of the more enjoyable aspects of Toby’s 

job, although he did once claim that the 
‘goalkeeping kit is the bane of my life’. 
With many hours spent in the cupboards 
it wouldn’t be too much of a stretch to 
believe that.

Toby also made valuable contributions 
to the other major sports. He worked 
exceptionally hard as a rugby coach and 
almost perfected the game of kick tennis 
and rugby golf. Toby also made valuable 
contributions of the most recent netball 
tour and I am sure that Miss Bradley 
wouldn’t have been able to run such a 
fantastic trip without him. 

Toby has been an exceptional tutor in 
the Manor throughout his three years 
at Dauntsey’s, being a fully committed 
member of the tutor team with Mrs 
Sampson at the helm. He formed a strong 
team with his fellow GAT student, 
Mr Ball, the pair becoming ‘T and T 
solutions’ to ensure that no job was ever 
too small and there was always time 
for a Reeves pastry. This dynamic duo 
also formed the common room social 
committee, teaming up with Mr Gordon 
and Mr Braby. Their efforts to organise 
staff trips, yearly Cheltenham Races tips 
and staff get togethers were appreciated 
by all.

A particular highlight of Toby’s time at 
Dauntsey’s was his running of the staff 
Bake off. Although the claims that the 
competition was fixed, with Mr Devney 
eventually taking home the trophy, 
Toby’s weekly updates and comical puns 
keeping the spirits of common room 
high. We wish Toby all the very best 
of the future in his new role and after 
his time as a pupil and three years as a 
Graduate Teacher I would like to thank 
him for all his support.

NCL

“Whether it was fixing boats or  
repairing tents Toby managed to find his 

own way of getting things sorted.”
MJO speaking of Toby Sampson



28

The Dauntseian 2019-2020 Common Room

KESTER & WENDY SIMS 
MUSIC

It is always a sad day when our best 
teachers leave the School and this was 
certainly the case as we bid farewell to 
Kester and Wendy Sims. They have given 
so much to our Music department over 
many years.

Kester joined Dauntsey’s as Head of 
Music Technology in 2001 after 15 years 
as a professional sound engineer in the 
West End and having travelled the world 
mixing music. Wendy, daughter of David 
and Greta Price, joined our community 
at the young age of two when her father 
was appointed as Director of Music. 

After a successful time as a pupil at 
School, including winning the Barron 
Prize, she enjoyed a most fruitful career 
as a piano teacher.

Wendy excelled in her teaching. She 
inspired many youngsters, helping them 
to examination success at a high level 
and providing invaluable support before 
and during performances. She was loved 
and respected by pupils, colleagues and 
parents. Wendy could be spotted each 
year heartily playing keys in the pit for 
the Christmas musicals, showcasing her 
musical talent and supporting the team.

Kester was a first-rate teacher and subject 
specialist during an illustrious 19-year 
career at School. In the niche subject 
of Music Technology his extensive 
knowledge and expertise enthused his 
classes and their achievement was quite 
remarkable. All but one of his pupils 
achieved grade B or above at A level, with 
many A* grades. Pupils taught by Kester 
received letters of commendation from 
Edexcel on no fewer than five occasions. 
Nothing was too much trouble for 
him. He worked long hours, often in 
the evenings and at weekends, to help 
and support his pupils and the Music 
department. His technical ability was 
priceless and crucial for the success of 
our many concerts and productions. In 
the latter years of his time with us he 

thoroughly enjoyed working with pupils 
in the DT department and you might 
like to know that he is a very fine table 
tennis player. 

The couple have contributed a great 
deal to our performing arts and many 
pupils have benefitted from their 
commitment, skills and enthusiasm for 
teaching. Kester has secured his dream 
job as a professional horologist in a busy 
clock shop and I am sure Wendy will be 
continuing with her love of music. 

Kester and Wendy leave Dauntsey’s with 
our very best wishes and grateful thanks 
for many years of outstanding service.

MACN

ANNA YARKER 
COUNSELLOR

Anna Joined the Counselling team 
at Dauntsey’s in September2019 and 
provided invaluable support to many 
pupils, parents and colleagues both in 
school and throughout lockdown. She 
always had time to listen, no matter how 
busy she was. 

Her communication with House staff 
was superb and her rapport with the 
pupils was excellent. Anna has a warm 
caring personality that allowed her to 
relate to people with honesty and an 
open mind and she will be dearly missed 
by the Dauntsey’s community.

ALJ

“The couple have contributed a great 
deal to our performing arts and many 

pupils have benefitted from their 
commitment, skills and enthusiasm for 
teaching. Kester has secured his dream 

job as a professional horologist in a busy 
clock shop and I am sure Wendy will be 

continuing with her love of music.”
MACN speaking of Kester & Wendy Sims
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Amanda Owen
3 October 2019
On Wednesday 25 September, Dauntsey’s  
School welcomed Amanda Owen, the 
Yorkshire Shepherdess, to the School.

She presented the opening Mercers’ 
lecture of this academic year to an 
audience of 800 pupils, staff and members 
of the local community, talking about her 
life as a shepherdess in Yorkshire. 

Amanda, shepherdess, farmer’s wife, 
mother to nine children, photographer 
and bestselling author, lives with her 
family on a remote, 2,000-acre hill 
farm in Swaledale, North Yorkshire. 
Her inspiring lecture encouraged the 
audience to pursue their dreams, even if 
this means taking an unorthodox route. 
Amanda started life wanting to be a vet 
but, when her grades did not match her 
ambition, she trained as a veterinary 
nurse and her imagination was captured 
by a book on the life of a shepherd. 
Encouraged by a love of books, her 
life has come full circle, as she has now 
written three of her own.

Prior to the lecture, Amanda spoke to 
a small group of Sixth Form students 
on a variety of subjects, ranging from 
the names of her dogs, her love of 
photography and what it is like to raise 
a family of nine, with all the children 
pitching in to run the farm. 

Amanda’s talk was highly entertaining 
and she expertly answered all questions at 
the end, ranging from how she manages 
with limited broadband connectivity to 
whether or not her farm is organic. 

Her passion and enthusiasm for her 
animals, and farming in general, was 
infectious and I’m sure that we all 
look forward to reading her books and 
watching her next series on television.

Riya, Upper Sixth

Ian Robertson
20 November 2019
On Thursday 7 November, Dauntsey’s 
was fortunate to have Ian Robertson, ex-
rugby commentator, to the School.

Prior to his commentating career, Ian 
was an English teacher and a rugby 
player, which saw him play for Scotland, 
the Barbarians and London Scottish; 
he shared ‘fond’ stories of teaching 
Tony Blair, and beating England in the 
Calcutta Cup in 1970. The audience 
were constantly laughing as they heard 
untold on and off the pitch stories about 
Ian’s experiences around the world; 
about his time with the in 1974 British 
and Irish Lions to South Africa, and 
close relationships with people like Eddie 
Jones. Ian also treated the audience to 
a nostalgic moment, for English fans at 

least – recreating the famous 2003 World 
cup final commentary.

Before the lecture, Ian spoke to a small 
group of Sixth Form students about 
many topics including how he prepares 
for commentary and skills needed for the 
job, as well as how rugby has changed 
from the amateur era till now.

The audience also got to ask their 
questions, in which we heard his views 
on the future of the British and Irish 
Lions, and strong analytical thoughts on 
the possible Saracens point reduction and 
fine.

The talk was thrilling as Ian delivered his 
experiences superbly, hearing about his 
time over dinner with Nelson Mandela 
and Francois Pienaar was inspiring, 
reflecting the Rugby community at its 
best. Ian retired from commentating last 
year, however we thank him for giving a 
great talk that we all thoroughly enjoyed.

Tom, Upper Sixth

Ant Middleton
4 December 2019
On Thursday 21 November Dauntsey’s 
welcomed the inspirational Ant 
Middleton, best known from being chief 
instructor on the Channel 4 show, SAS: 
Who Dares Wins.

Mercers’ Lecture Reviews
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However, Ant Middleton should also be 
recognised for his immense experience 
with the British military, with huge 
success in the 9-parachute squadron 
royal engineers, the royal marines and 
the SBS, staying loyal to his marine roots. 
Therefore, Ant’s arrival was met with 
a full audience with challenging and 
interesting questions, where he spoke 
about his growth as a man, and how, 
especially to the young generation, to 
become a more resilient person.

Prior to the lecture, a group of Sixth 
Formers had the pleasure to eat dinner 
with Ant and ask him questions to a 
more personal extent. The questions 
were extremely varied from his 
experiences on set filming, to his 
upbringing and how it influenced the 
man he has become. Within the Q&A, 
fear was frequently mentioned – due 
to the obvious strains from military 
experience – and Ant spoke effectively 
about the different ‘bubbles’ of fear, 
suggesting that we should take control of 
our fears to become both mentally and 
physically stronger.

Ant primarily focused his lecture on the 
younger members of the audience, using 
‘four columns’ to visualise the route 
to become a stronger person. Integrity 
was included in the columns, with Ant 
explaining that you have to be true to 
yourself to achieve success within any 
situation. He reinforced these lessons 
by sharing his own experiences. For 
example, Ant spoke candidly about 
leaving the 9-Parachute Squadron after 
not meeting his own high expectations as 
a young soldier and giving up on himself. 
However, he used integrity to realise his 
personal limitations and decided to re-
join the military. 

Ant also mentioned some failures in 
his life, explaining that he has accepted 
his previous mistakes, but lives in the 
moment as he constantly learning and 
improving; there is no such thing as 
‘the past’. This resonated within the 
audience, with many people admiring 
him for his honesty and accountability, 
another of the four columns. Ant is also 
referred to as an adventurer, with his 
impressive history of climbing Mount 
Everest and re-enacting captain William 
Bligh’s journey as the captain in ‘Mutiny 
on the Bounty’. These escapades were 
often the focus of questions at the end 
of the lecture, and it was interesting to 

hear how his fear compared between 
warzones and adventures. Again, Ant 
used the concept of fear bubbles to 
strengthen and control the mind, saying 
that queuing on Everest was significantly 
difficult as there was no possible way to 
control the situation.

Ant Middleton inspired the audience 
with his powerful mindset, and how 
after experiencing so many strenuous 
situations he still maintains a positive 
attitude. He also brought humour to 
the lecture, making the experience both 
light-hearted but impactful. He certainly 
inspired the younger audience to want 
to achieve their goals, and see them as 
realistic, but show that it is also possible 
to take different opportunities in the 
meantime. Ant showed that anything 
is possible with a strong mindset and 
we would like to thank him for such an 
inspirational and entertaining evening.

Tegan, Lower Sixth

Michael Portillo
12 February 2020
On Thursday 30 January, Dauntsey’s 
welcomed The Right Honorable Michael 
Portillo, former cabinet minister and 
journalist. 

From his flamboyant dress sense to his 
bewitching descriptions, he held the 
audience spellbound both at our Sixth 
Form discussion session and dinner, 
followed more formally in the evening 
lecture as he gave us a robustious review 
of his life. 

Born to a Spanish civil war refugee and  
a Scottish mother, Michael gained  
fame at an early age as the face of Ribena. 

After studying history in Cambridge,  
he entered politics in 1984, and served in 
Margret Thatcher’s government. 

Michael served in a variety of ministerial 
positions, seen by many as the natural 
successor to Thatcher, before a shock 
result in the ‘97 election saw him voted 
out of office in what is now known as 
the Portillo Moment. Michael had many 
entertaining insights into his time in 
cabinet and behind the scenes tales of the 
Iron Lady herself. 

Since leaving politics Mr Portillo has 
reinvented himself as a media presence 
both in political discussion programs and 
in documentaries. The audience were 
fascinated as he regaled them with stories 
of how chance encounters which along 
with his passion for steam trains, fueled 
his secondary career; how the infamous 
1840s copy of Bradshaws, a travel 
guide to the railway system, which we 
understand now travels securely stored in 
a Thomas The Tank Engine lunchbox! 

We would like to thank Michael for one 
of the most charismatic and entertaining 
lectures we have had the pleasure of 
listening to. 

Megan, Lower Sixth

“Ant Middleton 
inspired the 

audience with his 
powerful mindset, 

and how after 
experiencing so 
many strenuous 

situations he 
still maintains a 

positive attitude.”
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It was on a sunny but cold February morning, February 5th 
2020 in fact, that the Dauntsey’s School Debating team piled 
into a minibus to travel to Southampton Solent University 
to compete. The five competitors; Jack Jazwary-Brown, Freya 
Chapman, Antonia Jones, Zaya Nasheed and Kiera Riordan; 
were anxious, this being only the second time competing. The 
team also knew how much of a short straw they had drawn 
with the topics allocated: against “Corporate sponsorship is 
good for the arts”; against “Childhood vaccinations should 
be compulsory”; and for “Climate emergency: ‘People should 
have no more than two children’”. After a bit of last-minute 
preparation on the bus in, a run through the pre-written opening 
speeches and enough stress to kill a whale, the bus had arrived. 

Our arrival was well timed, with just enough time to enjoy the 
unusual architecture of the building, featuring the world’s 
largest barbeque (pictured), and a cup of tea before we were 
called into the welcoming speech. Taking place in the Lower 
Ground Floor lecture theatre, warmly decorated with the 
Solent’s signature red colouring, this was time to size up our 
rivals. They sat in close proximity to our team, and it was 
difficult to predict the winner, as laptops, iPads and notes were 
arranged in business-like coolness on the desks in front of all. 
A quick run through of the day, a discussion of the generosity 
of the event’s sponsors – all of a sudden the welcoming talk was 
over, and, like a whirlwind, the day really began.

It took the traversing of five flights of stairs to arrive at the first 
room of the day, where Freya and Jack were to due to debate 
against the motion “Corporate sponsorship is good for the 

arts”. The pairing they were against was odd, a passionate artist 
who added little except more passion that was really needed in 
a battle of ideas; and a boy who seemed to have swallowed an 
encyclopaedia, given the number of references he made. Freya 
and Jack argued succinctly, focusing their arguments around 
the ulterior motives of corporations, and the danger that could 
arise from introducing that culture into the arts. Their team 
work was outstanding, with their cases fitting well together, and 
overall having a more professional air to their side of the debate. 
It was a well-structured argument that came across deftly, 
despite the unusual and often disjointed arguments thrown 
into the debate by the opposition. While the judges, in the end, 
gave the win to our opposition – The Burgate School, it was a 
close-run thing. 

Regardless of the questionable judges, it was fewer than 
10 minutes later before the team was thrown into our next 
debate. This time, Jack and I were arguing against the motion 
“Childhood vaccinations should be compulsory”. A more 
conventional opposition was found this time, they argued for 
the goodness that vaccinations brought, and how compulsory 
ones would give ‘herd immunity’, meaning that even those who 
were not vaccinated would be protected against diseases due to 
the lack of germs in circulation. While this argument was well 
put, and made a lot of logical sense, we had pre-empted it, and 
pointed out that compulsory vaccinations were not necessarily 
the only or best way to achieve this, as well as warning of the 
legal problems with the idea of government enforcement. 
The ensuing debate was well argued, with both sides putting 
forward arguments and counter-arguments that furthered the 

Debating Matters Competition
Southampton Solent University | February 2020
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debate intellectually. Ultimately, Jack and I won the debate, 
due, in part, to the focus shown on our argument, as well as the 
opposition’s disparate and contradictory notions. 

After a quick lunchbreak, when the team were able to plan 
a sturdy and wide-reaching argument in case they made it 
through into the final debate, against the motion “Western 
museums should repatriate cultural artefacts”. It focused 
on the importance of protecting the artefacts, as well as the 
moral ambiguity over many highly important items, and the 
possibility of world unity. Then, there was just enough time to 
explore the barbeque, which contained an IT room and a study 
space, before it was time for the third debate for the day. 

This took place in the same room as the second debate, and 
was Antonia and Zaya arguing against the motion “Climate 
emergency: ‘People should have no more than two children’”. 
The opposition this time was excellent as well, and the research 
they had put together was obviously thorough. However, 
Dauntsey’s had a more dynamic argument, and used dramatic 
statistics and scientific research, stretching from across the 
globe, to complete a distinguished argument focusing on the 
benefits that could be raised, and the importance of drastic 

action leading to instant results. While the opposition did put 
forward a good argument as well, focused on the alternatives 
and questioning the real good that could be generated. The way 
they dealt with questions, and their tight team work meant that 
their reasoning was logical and easy to understand. Antonia 
and Zaya were the obvious winners, and deservedly so, meaning 
that Dauntsey’s School came out with two wins and one loss, 
meaning the five of us ended up Joint Third overall. 

Unfortunately, that was not enough to place us in the final, 
although we were able to flummox two opposing teams. In the 
end, The Burgate School won, meaning Dauntsey’s lost only to 
the overall winners. A very impressive result for us as a relatively 
inexperienced team when compared to some of the others. 

Special mentions must be given to Jack, Freya and Antonia, 
however, who each won individual prizes. Each were given 
for their good questions, good arguing and debating prowess, 
meaning Dauntsey’s also won more individual prizes than 
any of the other schools. This was an excellent team with real 
power, who deservedly placed very highly in the rankings. 

Kiera Riordan

This year was the second year that Law Society existed at 
Dauntsey’s School, and we are pleased to say that once again 
we had a fantastic year. With a committed and imaginative core 
of attendants we also enjoyed many surges of new membership 
throughout the year, ensuring that we enjoyed a steady yet 
energetic attendance. 

Our society meets on a weekly basis in N5 to discuss anything 
interesting in the Law. Discussions vary from week to week and 
through all types of law, for example criminal, tort, contract, 
human rights and EU. Usually, discussion is instigated by 
interesting conundrums or cases sourced by our president, 
but usually then develop further into related cases and how 
they fit together. For example, we recently discussed when 
it is both moral and lawful to take a life, beginning with the 
classic ethical exercise of the trolley problem, before developing 
into a discussion of R v Dudley and Stevens (the case of the 
cannibalism of Richard Parker) as well as Re A: Conjoined 
Twins (a recent case that overturned the centuries of precedent 
established by R v Dudley and Stevens).

However, these weekly discussions happen on a cycle, as 
after three weeks we will then spend three weeks preparing 
a ‘courtroom case’. This will be a real criminal case that has 
either already been decided in court or, in one case, is still being 
decided which will be presented to the members and discussed 
as a group. Parts are then allocated including the witnesses, 

solicitors, jury members and, the most hotly coveted roles; the 
barristers. Barristers and solicitors will then have one week to 
build their case based off of the information of the witnesses 
as well as having the opportunity to apply to our ‘Police Force’ 
(again our president, who also writes the witness statements to 
ensure there are enough for all members) three times for extra 
information (for example, a witness’ criminal history or CCTV 
footage, which is again fabricated by the president to match real 
case facts).

Then, during the third week the case will be presented in N5, 
which is re-arranged to become a courtroom, to our ever-
faithful judge SJD. It is a difficult but exciting event as barristers 
have to successfully present the speeches and arguments they 
have prepared, as well as co-operate with their solicitor to 
create arguments against their opposition. Moreover, witnesses’ 
characters are often more than they seem and often unknown 
characteristics or even lies come to light in the courtroom, 
creating dynamic and dramatic events. These courtroom cases 
are often also attended by non-participants to watch, matching 
up with the public in a real courtroom, which acts as a good 
way to get as many people involved in what is often thought to 
be a dry and boring subject. 

Probably our most popular event this year was our courtroom 
case of Donoghue v Stevenson. The landmark case which 
created the basis of Tort Law in the UK, we had record numbers 
of Dauntsey’s Pupils attend this meeting, and it was one of the 
most lively and engaging events of the year. While SJD, our 
president, and founder, is sadly leaving us and Dauntsey’s in 
the summer of 2020, we hope that we will be able to continue 
this fantastic society in the new school year and look forward to 
discussing the legality of lockdown itself. 

Kiera Riordan

Law Society
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On Thursday 6th February 2020, Dauntsey’s School sent 
a group of History students along with BHS and Mélissa 
Lecamp, our French assistante to Millfield School in Somerset 
to attend their annual Sixth Form History Conference. 

This was given by Dr James Ross of Winchester University, 
speaking on the title of “The Tudor Nobility and Relations 
with the Monarchy, 1485-1529”. Dauntsey’s had already hosted 
Dr Ross ourselves for a White Horse History Society Lecture, 
and so it was fascinating to hear him speak again and to catch 
up with him after the lecture. His address challenged the 
accepted view of both Henry VII and Henry VIII’s relationship 
with the nobility, and gave detailed reasons why many of the 
now normal interpretations of their policies and actions should 
be questioned, and even rewritten. Many of the facts and 
evidence he used were things that are not usually referenced 
by the A Level textbooks, and included his own cutting-edge 
research, and it was therefore very valuable to the lucky Sixth 
Formers involved. 

After a quick break for tea, and some fascinating discussions 
with Sixth Formers from the other schools attending; 
including Richard Huish College, Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, 

Wellington College, Beechen Cliff School, Strode College, 
Blundell’s School and Sherborne School; it was time for the 
second lecture, by Prof. Ronald Hutton. Well known to many 
due to his documentaries on the radio and television, Hutton 
lived up to expectations, giving an enthralling lecture on the 
title of “The Kingship of Henry VIII, Majesty and Menace”. It 
covered Henry VIII as a person, from his personal theological 
beliefs to his sense of humour and his favourite pastimes, as 
well as covering how his personality reflected on his political 
decisions. 

It gave a different view into one of the most turbulent periods 
studied, and in many ways explained the often-haphazard 
manner that Henry operated in. Prof. Hutton also related the 
Henry VIII of reality to the Henry VIII well known on stage 
and screen, bringing more than a touch of humour to the talk, 
as well as offering us an unusual perspective on the king we all 
recognise. As we left, we not only felt that we had come close to 
knowing Henry VIII, but also that we had seen one of Hutton’s 
television documentaries in real life. 

Kiera Riordan

Millfield History Conference
Millfield School, Somerset | February 2020
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Friday 6th March saw Dauntsey’s pupils immersed into the world 
of languages in careers, looking beyond West Lavington. 15 Career 
Mentors and spokespeople from Exeter University and Glion & Les 
Roche offered their experiences to give us an insight into how our 
ardency for communicating and learning can be translated into 
employment. We met representatives of professions in Journalism, Law 
(both domestic and international), Marketing and Retail. The day’s 
interests appealed to everyone – with even more talks regarding Civil 
Service, Hospitality, Translation and Business in general.

We listened to many presentations, including one by journalist and 
author Gavanndra Hodge (whose book ‘The Consequences of Love’ 
is due to be published in May 2020), Dr Nkeiru Scotcher (who 
offered her perspective working in International Law at the EU and 
UN), and Eleanor Plowden (known for her producing and directing 
work on TV). The list of presentations also included Leonardo 
Goodall, an Old Dauntseian, who spoke to us from Brazil, where he’s 
currently employed. This array of accomplished, well-cultured people 
demonstrated the world-wide accessibility gained with the skills and 
knowledge that accompany learning a language. 

This afternoon answered questions about some students’ more 
foreseeable futures, such as University, while also proving the lasting 
impact of these languages years after leaving the corridors of the 
language building, evolving beyond the verb conjugations on the walls 
and the culture rooted in the books sat on the shelves.

We’re incredibly lucky to be gifted with the chance to explore the 
different ways of life, so the 130 pupils that attended Friday’s events 
are immensely grateful to the speakers and to the Languages & Careers 
departments for heightening our perceptions of life as a linguistic.

“Not a single person uses their language in the same way 
or for the same reason. It proved to me that even if I don’t 
know how I want to use languages in my future yet, the 
opportunities now are invaluable.” 

Abi

“The Q and A session with old Dauntseians was not 
only extremely interesting but also provided great 
insight into what the world of work has to offer a 
linguistically minded pupil coming out of Dauntsey’s. 
Personally, I thought Eleanor Plowden was extremely 
insightful, especially her thoughts on the requirement for 
a year abroad, the importance of which I had not fully 
appreciated. All three of the talks in the evening were 
fascinating and refreshingly different in subject matter.” 

Ed

“It is often worrying for a student who has chosen to  
study a non-vocational degree, such as modern languages, 
to imagine which field of work to pursue. However,  
events like these completely unique to the Dauntsey’s 
calendar, are crucial in giving pupils more clarity and 
confidence for their future after their school career. I have 
walked away from this event feeling determined and  
also reassured that I have chosen to pursue the right 
degree at university, where I will hopefully not struggle  
in finding work!” 

Riya

Language Careers Day
Dauntsey’s School | March 2020
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What follows are the memories of Howard Allen, who taught History at Dauntsey’s 1960-76. Four of his former colleagues passed 
away during 2020, and here Howard shares his memories of their contributions to the school. I have included his memories of  
Jim Hodges too, in addition to the main piece written by Honorary Archivist, Philip Nokes, which also appears in this edition of 
The Dauntseian. (Editor) 

During the first half of this extraordinary 
year four wonderful colleagues and 
friends – Ray Taylor, Ian Procter, 
John Manners and Jim Hodges - have 
passed away. Each one of them had a 
significant part to play in my life, in 
particular, during my years on the staff at 
Dauntsey’s [1960-1976]. Thus in recent 
days I have felt a strong impulse to record 
my own tribute to each one of them.

Ray Taylor arrived at Dauntsey’s in 
September 1964 with his wife Margaret 
who was expecting the birth of their first 
son, Adrian. They lived with Gill and 
Howard in Sunnyside for a short period 
whilst the building of their new home in 
Potterne was completed. Soon Ray and I 
established a harmonious relationship. I 
warmed at once to this Durham man 
with his rich North Eastern accent, 
unique peels of laughter and grand sense 
of fun. 

As a fellow games-player I admired 
Ray’s talent on the rugby field and 
cricket pitch. He was a splendid captain, 
chairman and president of Devizes RFC 
and also a fine fly-half and committee 
man for Dorset and Wilts RFC. He was, 
too, a gifted coach of both rugby and 
cricket. 

From 1965 until 1971, less his year on 
his teacher exchange to the U.S.A. in 
1968/69, Ray ran the cricket for seven 
seasons and built up a most successful 
First XI. He was also an attacking left-
hand batsman and magnificent striker 
of a cricket ball as befits a former captain 
of Newcastle R.G.S. where he had won a 
scholarship at the age of eleven and of the 
Durham University XI.

The classrooms for the history and 
geography departments were adjacent in 
the New Building Class Room Block. 
We shared many of the same cross-
curricular objectives. We set to work in 
tandem whenever possible and shared 
in particular field studies with younger 
pupils. Ray was a consummate organiser 
and a wonderful companion on the 
coach trips to Swindon, Wales and other 
far flung places. 

Ray was immersed in his subject and 
strove to make his teaching erudite and 
stimulating. He abhorred any notion  
that geography was a subject without 
a valid academic recognition or a soft 
option. I admired his skilful tuition of 
his sixth form students and the warmth 
of his rapport with them, allied to the 
mutual respect and high regard that  
was so evident in his relationships  
with his geographers. Ray also did  
invaluable work as Careers master and 

many boys were beneficiaries of his 
expertise in this field.

Ever a busy man, Ray ran courses during 
several school vacations at Urchfont 
Manor, the Adult Education College. 
Not surprisingly, his courses were often 
over subscribed. He was held in high 
regard by his adult students.

Ray held throughout his life a set of 
purposeful moral and social values. He 
strove to extend the boundaries of social 
justice and equality of opportunity for 
all folk irrespective of their social station 
or family background. He grew up in 
the mining community of Stocksfield, 
County Durham. He lost his father when 
he was young and was initiated into the 
social life of his tight knit community by 
an elder brother. 

Predictably, he was a member of the 
Labour Party throughout his life and 
after he took early retirement from 
George Ward School in Melksham, he 
became active in local government. He 
was committed to the promotion of the 
well-being of the local community. He 
served on the town council of Devizes 
and again I was full of admiration for his 
skilful leadership of the council during 
his periods in mayoral office. 

Ray possessed the happy knack of 
building and sustaining interpersonal 
relationships. During the rugby season 
he was in his element in post-match 
celebrations at the Devizes Club or the 
Bear Hotel in the town where with a 
pint pot in his hand, he relished good 
company and above all, laughter. His 
warmth of personality shone through.

A Magnificent Quartet
A personal tribute to departed friends
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Ray was, above all, a great family man 
who enjoyed a most happy married life, 
supported by his loving wife, Margaret, 
who also was a most effective county 
councillor and a Mayor of Devizes. Their 
three sons brought Ray and Margaret 
much happiness and they were justly 
proud of each of their sons’ achievements 
in their lives.

Ray lived a very full life and it was so 
sad that the latter years of his life were 
blighted by dementia. However, I am 
proud to have been counted amongst 
Ray’s many friends. I learnt much from 
him in both a professional and personal 
context. He was a remarkable person 
who left such a worthwhile legacy of 
achievements. 

Ian Procter commenced his teaching 
career at Dauntsey’s in September 1959. 
He was the Housemaster of Dauntsey 
House until 1964. From 1960 to 1968 he 
ran the rugby and was the First XV coach. 
He was meticulous in his administration 
and strongly committed in his coaching. 
When he handed over to the mantle of 
master i/c rugby and First XV coach to me 
for the season of 1969, Ian concentrated 
on becoming a qualified referee. He was 
most successful in his ambition.

Ian was the son of a Naval Officer. He 
was born in Scotland and was educated 
at Loretto School and St Andrews 
University where he read chemistry and 
geology. He was always mindful of his 
Scottish roots - enjoying a wee dram 
and Scotland’s successes on the rugby 
field. He relished any opportunity to be 
walking and climbing in the Highlands.

In September 1960 Ian extended to me 
a most warm welcome when I arrived 
at the school door. At once our love of 
rugby and relaxation over a pint during 
the staff happy hour c 6.30 p.m. in the 
Wheatsheaf or Churchill Arms brought 
us together. Ian on both occasions 
proffered his help when Gill and I moved 
home. In 1963 we moved from Easterton 
Sands to Sunnyside and in 1969 when we 
moved a few yards along the lane to La 
Motte. Ian made generous use of his van 
and muscle power on our behalf. He was 
a true friend on these occasions and at 
many other times.

Ian was a fine teacher of chemistry and 
of his beloved geology. He was a firm 
disciplinarian but he was ever able 
to get across his own knowledge and 
enthusiasm for his chosen subjects. 
Countless students were prepared 
to study at university in a range of 
disciplines, for example, chemistry, 
geology, medicine, veterinary science and 
engineering because of the grounding 
that Ian had given them in his essential 
scientific disciplines.

Like the best of teachers Ian did not 
confine himself solely to the laboratory 
or classroom. He was so committed to 
the life of the Dauntsey’s community. 
He was totally unselfish in the allocation 
of his time in the best interests of the 
welfare and well-being of his charges. He 
ran ski parties to Europe. He led groups 
of boys to the mountainous parts of 
Wales, the Lake District and his beloved 
Scottish mountains and to Norway. He 
set up the Moonrakers in the early 1970s 
in the wake of the demise of the CCF. 
Here all of Ian’s experience and expertise 
came to the fore as he offered with the 
help of some of his colleagues a unique 
range of outdoor education activities. 

Not content with taking on that 
enormous immense organizational task in 
extra-curricular activities, Ian was central 
to the school’s fund raising, use and 
eventual purchase of the sailing vessel, 
the Jolie Brise. Again Ian’s energy and 
expertise in the field of outdoor education 
on land and water came to the fore.

Ian also found time in the early 1970s to 
use his practical skills to transform part 
of the out-buildings of the former school 
farm. He oversaw the construction of 
a geology department for his groups of 
sixth form students and a Sixth Form 

Club with its bar. He was unsparing in 
his commitment as in so much else of his 
time and expertise to the benefit of so 
many pupils.

In this work as in all he undertook Ian 
showed immense energy, stamina and 
organisational skill. I never ceased to 
marvel at his conquest of a life-long 
handicap of little or no vision in one eye.

During this time Ian was the 
examinations officer in the school; a 
considerable administrative task. He set 
out clear guidelines for staff and pupils 
including appointment times when 
students had to sign up for their ‘O’ 
and ‘A’ level entries. Ian was not given 
to the acceptance of any sloppiness 
in time keeping and he demanded 
of the students’ prompt responses to 
his schedules. More than one or two 
students each year received a flea in the 
ear for arriving late for an appointment 
with the examinations officer!

Beyond school Ian was a splendid host 
and he excelled on the occasions of his 
annual celebratory Burns Night. He 
prepared and served each course that had 
been liberally bathed in one of his best 
malt whiskies. These were occasions to 
savour in more ways than one.

Ian moved to Cumbria in the mid 1990s 
and until in 2004 when we left Keswick 
to return home to Gloucestershire we 
met up on occasion. We played golf at his 
club in Ulverston where for a time Ian 
was club secretary or we shared a walk or 
took a meal together.

During these years Ian developed his very 
impressive stamp collection and became 
very involved in meetings and auctions 
within Cumbria. Again his single-
minded approach came to the fore. There 
were never any half measures for Ian in 
the conduct of his life.

Sadly, in his latter years Ian was very 
restricted as he was the victim of a 
stroke. He was well supported by good 
neighbours and family members. 

I much valued my friendship with Ian 
at a professional and personal level. He 
offered me much good advice when I 
took up my appointment at the school 
in 1960 that was in effect a probationary 
for me. This extended to effective 
classroom practice and the management 
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of a games session. In 1964 when as an 
assistant housemaster I became involved 
in the management of Dauntsey House 
alongside John Sims, in the role of the 
housemaster, Ian readily made available 
his own pastoral experience and advice 
to us. And in 1966 when I took full 
responsibility for the house Ian was 
always available with a listening ear and 
ready support.

Ian was a man of infinite modesty and a 
loyal friend. His input during his years 
on the staff [1959-1987] and legacy to 
Dauntsey’s was immeasurable. He never 
sought praise or any accolades for any of 
his many achievements. He was glad to 
witness that so many boys thrived in a 
wide range of activities in part because of 
his ceaseless efforts on their behalf.

Lt. Cdr. John Manners, D.S.C., R.N. 
was the bursar at Dauntsey’s from 1959 
to 1977. At the time of his death on 7 
March 2020 at the age of 105, he was the 
last man remaining of those who had 
played first class cricket before the 
Second World War and also the longest 
standing member of the MCC – elected 
in 1937.

John enjoyed a most distinguished 
career in the Royal Navy. He took part 
in several major operations; Operation 
Pedestal, the relief of Malta when he was 
mentioned in despatches; in Convoy 
PQ18, the restart of the Arctic convoys 
to Russia; and in the Allied Landings in 
North Africa and Sicily. In November 
2019 shortly before his death he was 
presented with the Norwegian Medal 
for his major role in the surrender of the 
Germans in 1945 at Trondheim.

As a consequence of his role as a 
naval officer, his first-class career with 
Hampshire and the Combined Services 
spanned no less than 17 years and only 
took in 21 first class matches. With 
characteristic humour John often 
commented that he only used one pair of 
batting pads during his whole career.

A right-handed batsman with a wide 
range of strokes, he made his first-
class debut in 1936, aged 21, scoring 
81 against Gloucestershire. Eleven 
years later, in 1947, he made his next 
appearance for Hampshire against  
Kent, hitting 121 in 160 minutes  
with, according to Wisden, ‘perfect 
stroke play’.

Remarkable Coincidences

In 1948 during the school holidays, 
as an eleven year old, I first saw John 
at the crease when he scored a faultless 
147 against Gloucestershire on the 
Wagon Works Ground in Gloucester. 
The ‘Waggies’ as the sports ground was 
affectionately called by the good folk of 
Gloucester, was located only 250 yards 
from my parent’s home and soon became 
for me a cricketing Valhalla.

In September 1960 with National Service 
and my graduation in the Historical 
Tripos at Cambridge University behind 
me, I commenced my career in education 
at Dauntsey’s. On the day prior to the 
start of term the Headmaster, Donald 
Forbes, to my total amazement and 
sheer pleasure, introduced me to John. 
At that time John’s role in the school 
was unknown to me but then rapidly I 
recalled the talented batsman I had seen 
in full flow in 1948 in Gloucester. 

During the 1960s I played in the 
company of John in a very talented 
staff XI of which, Donald Forbes, Phil 
Hough, Jim Hodges, Laurie Rimmer 
and Ray Taylor, were also prominent 
members. I played, too, with John for 
Wiltshire Queries and though then in his 
fifties he showed that he had lost little of 
his rich batting talent. John was a joy to 
play alongside as his knowledge of the 
‘Noble Game’ was considerable and his 
analysis of the situation in a game was 
astute. In a sporting and social context 
John kept everyone amused with his host 
of amusing tales drawn from his service 
and cricketing experiences.

Beyond school John was an accomplished 
photographer, horticulturalist and 
author of four books on rural crafts. He 
wrote articles for Country Life too. 

With his charming wife Mary, they 
provided splendid hospitality at their 
lovely home in Great Cheverell and at 
dinner sustained the custom by which 
the ladies left the table in order that the 
men could take port.

I cherish my memories of John and ever 
grateful for his support to me in school 
and on the cricket field. I loved, too, 
his humour and sense of fun. My last 
memory will always be of John, aged 102, 
appearing in a TV programme where he 
took again his driving test. At the end of 
his session the instructor gently informed 
John that she was unable to pass him 
because of his tendency to drive on the 
wrong side of the road. Typically, John 
quipped ‘But I see better that way’.

I shall ever be grateful to John that with 
Donald Forbes he proposed me for 
membership of the MCC. I celebrate 
in 2021 fifty years as a member and on 
each of my endless visits to Lord’s during 
these years I have lifted always a glass in 
the famous Bowlers’ Bar to the memory 
of John, the bursar, and Donald Forbes, 
my first headmaster at Dauntsey’s.

Jim Hodges was held throughout his 
years in Lavington [1954-2020] in the 
highest regard and great affection by 
countless numbers of his former 
students, his colleagues, his many friends 
within school and members of the local 
community. 
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I first knew of Jim prior to my arrival at 
the school in 1960. He had received a 
good press from his popular uncle, Harry 
Hodges, who was a soul mate of my 
father. They often quaffed a beer or two 
together in their club in Gloucester. 

Jim and I carried forward this friendly 
tradition. My first memory of Jim, 
apart from a very warm handshake and 
welcome, was his role in my initiation 
into the inner sanctum of the Wheat 
Sheaf Inn at the foot of the school drive, 
now sadly defunct. In the coming years 
in the company of other colleagues we 
gathered on a regular basis for a happy 
hour seeking some relaxation from the 
hustle and bustle of the school day. In 
time, besides the Wheat Sheaf and the 
Churchill Arms, the Green Dragon in 
Market Lavington became for Jim and 
his friends a favourite watering hole.

Jim was soon to become for me both 
a dear friend and mentor. As a history 
graduate without a PGCE I valued highly 
in those early stressful days Jim’s advice 
on classroom management. Not least, as 
in my first year I taught English to the 
Second Form, Jim often set out for me a 
lesson plan. His humorous asides during 
this process should have been recorded 
for posterity.

Then in 1966 when I took responsibility 
for Dauntsey House Jim came readily to 
the fore. His lounge/study was adjacent 
to mine in School House and he was 
ever attentive and caring in his support 
and encouragement. This extended to 
an occasion early in the piece when I was 
much agitated at the prospect of caning 
a boy for the first time in my life. Jim 
sat me down and explained in detail the 
process of the administration of corporal 
punishment. He added that most boys 
accepted their punishment and would 
bear me no grudge.

On the appointed day after school lunch 
my recalcitrant pupil reported to me 
in my study. He confirmed that he had 
been apprehended in a smoke hole and 
he pleaded guilty. I administered the 
customary three strokes of the cane to 
his posterior and in doing so the cane 
played a tune as it collided with the 
several house cups that adorned my 
mantle piece. The boy thanked me and 
left my study. Within seconds Jim was 
entering my room much amused that I 
had managed to play a musical tune as 

I caned my recalcitrant pupil. He was 
anxious, too, to see if I was not too upset 
by my experience of the administration 
of corporal punishment.

The boy who shall remain anonymous 
within the hour was under my coaching 
regime on the Colts pitch. He was one of 
my best forwards. At an OKA reunion 
many years later at the Mercers’ Hall 
we raised a glass and laughed about the 
madness of an outdated system. Guy 
King-Reynolds made the abolition of 
corporal punishment an early reform in 
1970 when he took up his headship. Jim 
and I gave his decision our full approval.

Beyond the school I recall an evening 
in the Green Dragon when Jim took 
over with some assistance from me and 
other colleagues the management of the 
pub. On that evening we had arrived 
c 6.30 p.m. to find the landlord ‘three 
parts’ gone with his bar awash with ale. 
He had enjoyed a good day’s racing at 
Cheltenham. Jim immediately sprang 
into action and having settled down the 
distressed lady of the house, prepared for 
the invasion of the ladies of the village 
who were about to arrive prior to the 
start of their recreational evening. Happy 
times and much humour flowed with Jim 
to the fore. He was so well known and 
respected by the local community.

I much admired Jim’s scholarship – 
lightly held – and his diverse pedagogical 
skills. This extended to the games field. 
In his own right Jim was an accomplished 
games-player. Often, he wore his Oxford 
University Greyhound socks and his 
fashionable knee length shorts when 
taking games. Invariably Jim took and 
threw passes as he rolled back the years. 
He was an imaginative coach of rugby 
and cricket. During the 1960s Jim formed 
part of the spine of the powerful staff 
XI – the Dauntsey’s Wanderers. He was a 
lovely natural striker of the ball and ever 
delightful company to play cricket with.

However, Jim, ever full of bright ideas 
that brought colleagues together, set 
up a staff social team that ran alongside 
the ‘serious’ staff XI. The social XI 
played matches in the evening and on 
the occasional Sunday at the beautiful 
venues of Keevil, Steeple Ashton and 
Heytesbury. Jim was an expert in 
setting out for the annual match with 
the staff of Monckton Combe well in 
time to arrive at the pub in Farleigh 

Hungerford in time for a quick pint prior 
to stumps at 6.30 p.m. In these matches 
Jim successfully involved everyone – 
he supplied in abundance, bonhomie 
and camaraderie. Post stumps Jim was 
invariably at the forefront of the ‘craic’ 
that ensued in the local pub. Laughter 
was present constantly-thanks to Jim.

Jim and I shared a deep love of cricket and 
I was so pleased with John Manners to 
propose him for membership of the MCC 
in the early 1970s. Happy memories 
come back of meeting Jim on occasion in 
the Bowlers’ Bar in the grand Victorian 
pavilion. At once laughter flowed and the 
good old times were celebrated.

I was so pleased for Jim and Janet when 
they married in 1982. Their wedding 
service and reception at the Manor were 
most happy events as was the celebration 
also at the Manor on the occasion of his 
80th birthday. His friends, John Farnon, 
Bill Parish, Maurice Osborn and David 
Price amongst many other former 
colleagues had gathered to raise a glass 
to Jim and to acknowledge the value of 
his friendship and the scale and depth of 
his contribution to the school and local 
community.

On both these occasions Jim addressed 
the assembled company with his 
customary wit and fine expressions. He 
did so, too, in the company of the LADS 
in our home when in July 1976 Gill and 
I held a party for our acting friends prior 
to our departure from Lavington. Jim 
thanked me for keeping a low profile 
in recognition of my clueless approach 
to the stage. He was so generous in his 
praise of Gill and how much he had 
enjoyed acting alongside her in several 
performances.

I took it as a very great compliment that 
Jim begged me not to leave the staff and 
move on in my career. Yet so typical of 
Jim he was the first to congratulate me on 
my promotion in my career.

Philip Nokes has written a splendid 
appraisal of Jim’s career and impact on 
the life of the Dauntsey community 
that I applaud. Jim was in every respect 
a “Renaissance Man” much loved and 
respected by so many people. Bless him.

Howard Allen
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Jim Hodges. Cover of The Dauntseian, 1990
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Jim Hodges, who died in May 2020 
just short of his 90th birthday, was a 
major figure in the modern history of 
Dauntsey’s.  He came directly from 
Oxford to teach at the School in 1954 
and remained until retirement in 1990, 
teaching English, being a long serving 
housemaster, editing The Dauntseian 
for two decades, and doing much else 
besides.  After retirement he continued 
to be closely associated, writing two 
books on the School and keeping in 
touch with both School and many 
former pupils. 

Henry James Hodges, known to all 
as Jim, was born in Northampton in 
1930. His mother came from a local 
family, but his father had been born in 
Herefordshire, coming to the area by 
way of military service in the First War. 
Jim, the younger of two sons, attended 
Northampton Grammar School where 
his head master reckoned him the most 
popular Captain of School he had known 
“and very efficient with it”. Possibly more 
important to Jim at the time was being 
Captain of Rugby, Captain of Cricket, 
Captain of Tennis and recipient of the 
Birch Cup for best all-round athlete 
1948-9. Then there was national service 
to be done with the 14th/20th King’s 
Hussars – or, to put matters rather more 
prosaically, two years as clerk in the 
orderly room at Catterick Garrison. In 
later years it afforded Corporal Hodges 
some amusement that a good golfing 
friend should be a retired general.

After this northern interlude Jim 
entered Brasenose College, Oxford in 
Michaelmas Term 1951 to read English. 
It was one of the smaller colleges, long 
established, friendly and with a strong 
sporting tradition, a small, all male 
community whose members were drawn 
almost exclusively from British public 

schools or grammar schools. Jim played 
for the College in the Rugby XV and the 
Cricket XI, and rugby for the University 
in its second team, the Greyhounds. 
Brasenose was a thoroughly enjoyable 
experience and was to remain with Jim 
all his life. He kept up with friends 
made there, and attended reunions and 
gatherings almost to the end. He duly 
emerged with a respectable Second - at a 
time when Firsts (and Fourths) were in 
short supply and Thirds were plentiful. 
C S Lewis was one of his viva voce 
examiners. 

A good sense of Jim at this time is 
given by a trio of references. What is 
remarkable about them is that in these 
shrewd and discerning testimonials 
there is instantly recognisable the man 
whom Jim’s friends, colleagues and 
pupils were to know and respect over 
the next seven decades. We also see the 
qualities which made him such a fine 
teacher in the widest sense. His English 
tutor Ian Jack wrote: “I think very well 
of Mr Hodges. He has shown himself 
keen and industrious. He reads widely, 
thinks for himself, and writes well. The 
same qualities which one notices in his 
personal behaviour – honesty, reliability, 
and suspicion of pretentious posing 
– are conspicuous in his intellectual 
work. He is a very sound man.” Jack 
goes on to speak to Jim’s seriousness of 
purpose, equable temper and good sense 
of humour. For another don, Jim was 
“extremely conscientious, friendly, with 

just the right amount of confidence, and a 
man of sincere religion and feeling.” The 
jigsaw is completed by a third reference, 
from the University Appointments 
Committee, which (in the language of the 
time) speaks of Jim as “a very good type 
indeed, virtually Public School in manner 
and modesty and quite so in speech … 
Strongly to be backed – the authentic 
BNC type: the quiet, strong man with 
great reserves and yet a good mixer.” 

Those references were provided in 
1954 for the first and only post that Jim 
applied for – that of assistant master 
at Dauntsey’s, then a school of 300 
boys, the majority boarders, and with a 
common room of two dozen. Although 
the School has its origins in the sixteenth 
century, it was re-founded in the 1890s 
and effectively founded yet again in 1919 
with the arrival of George Olive, then 
34. Under Olive’s leadership Dauntsey’s 
gained a reputation as a forward looking, 
moderately radical school, good for 
science and with a strong self-help ethos. 
By the time Jim arrived, Olive, now 69, 
was still at the helm, surrounded by 
his ageing lieutenants, diminished by 

Obituary
Jim Hodges (1930-2020)

“In later years it afforded  
Corporal Hodges some amusement  

that a good golfing friend should be a 
retired general.”

1958 school photograph
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the war and unable to let go. Within 
four terms he had been succeeded 
by a younger head master and Jim’s 
apprenticeship had come to an end. 
Appointed to teach English, a little Latin 
and coach games, at 25 he found himself 
also a housemaster, a role in which 
he was greatly assisted by his natural 
warmth and kindness. For the next 
14 years together with David Burgess 
and Maurice Osborn he was one of a 
small group of young resident bachelor 
housemasters who, whilst not in any 
sense the powerful barons of some other 
schools, did much to create the largely 
benevolent ethos of the School. Jim’s 
character stood both him and his charges 
in good stead here. There were also plays 

and operas produced, playing viola in 
the school orchestra (he was taught at 
Dauntsey’s by a pupil of Casals), The 
Dauntseian edited for two decades, 
school trips organised and overseen. And 
all done with great good humour.

Involvement with sport was not 
restricted to coaching. The 1960s and 
early 1970s saw Jim part of the spine of 
an impressive Dauntsey’s Wanderers’ XI, 
which at various times included Donald 
Forbes (Head Master and Cambridge 
fives half-blue), John Manners and Phil 
Hough (both of whom had played first 
class cricket), Laurie Rimmer (Oxford 
Authentic and rugby international), 
Howard Allen (Captain of Selwyn 

College XI), Derek Fenner (Cambridge 
Crusader), and Ray Taylor (Captain of 
Durham University XI).  John Manners 
and Howard Allen were to be Jim’s 
proposers for MCC membership.

On the retirement of John Scott in 1969 
Jim became Head of English, gathering 
around him a department of bright 
and enthusiastic teachers: Richard 
Padfield and Peter Thomas were the 
first of many. He himself never lost his 
joy and enthusiasm for literature, both 
inside the classroom and in his personal 
life. He welcomed the introduction of 
co-education in the 1970s, remarking 
approvingly how almost overnight 
the school had become a much gentler 
place. A former pupil has written of 
his reputation being such that pupils 
would scan their timetables in the hope 
that his initials would appear. Jim also 
proved a welcome and long-remembered 
mentor to many young teachers feeling 
their way through an often bewildering 
maze. In the words of a former colleague, 
“Jim was an extraordinary influence for 
all that was best in the common room 
– harmony, togetherness, good sense 
… and the source for endless streams 
of good humour and leadership. His 
overall input to the life and progress of 
good relationships within Dauntsey’s in 
my years was beyond measure.” At his 
last assembly he received the rarest of 
standing ovations, a fitting mark of the 
respect and affection in which he was 
held. And it speaks for itself that nine 
pages of The Dauntseian that year should 
have been devoted to celebrating Jim and 
his achievements.

1982 saw bachelorhood forsaken when 
Jim married Manor matron Janet 
Brierley. For almost four decades it 
was to be the happiest of unions and 
with so many shared interests. Their 
home was a charming thatched cottage 
at the southern edge of the village. 
There Janet kept her hens and tended a 
large garden, a succession of whippets 
joined them, friends were generously 
entertained. In 1990 Jim retired from 
teaching. For 36 years he had been at the 
very heart of Dauntsey’s and the classic 
all-rounder, one of the best exemplars of 
that tradition of a previous age. Nature 
abhorring a vacuum, he produced in 
quick succession two books on aspects 
of the school’s history: How Does Your 
Garden Grow (1992) and A Conflict of 
Interests (1995). There was more time for 

From The Dauntseian, about 1967

1980s, around the time of Jim’s engagement to Janet
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his friendship with former colleagues 
John Farnon, Maurice Osborn, Bill 
Parish, and many others; and for The 
Times crossword if needed - but it rarely 
was, for Jim generally managed to polish 
it off before breakfast. Editorship of 
The Dauntseian was exchanged for that 
of the parish magazine for the next 25 
years. Its editorials were a delight to read. 
Other community involvement over the 
years saw Jim a pillar of the local church, 
on the parish council, as chairman of 
governors of the primary school, as 
chairman of Wiltshire Schools Cricket, 
as a leading light in the local amateur 
dramatic society – a performance of 
Murder in the Cathedral in the parish 
church with Jim as Becket remains 
vividly in the mind.

To the very end Jim maintained a 
close association with the school to 
which he had given so much, attending 
many events (he was a not uncritical 
connoisseur of speech days over more 
than half a century) and serving as a 
stalwart of the ODA committee. He 
kept up with countless former pupils. 
His memory was extraordinary and at a 
moment’s notice he could summon them 
up with some insightful and entertaining 
anecdote - but always generous: le style 
c’ était l’homme même. In 1999 like 
Cincinnatus (or perhaps George Smiley) 
he received a summons to emerge from 
retirement during some crisis of the 
timetable. He was delighted to rejoin the 
common room for a year and serve under 
his fifth head master.

For one so eminently sociable there was 
always a life apart from school. As well as 
service to the community, there was the 
enduring interest in sport. Jim continued 
to play cricket into his fifties and golf 
into his seventies. There were not a few 
visits to race meetings at Wincanton, 
Newbury and Ascot, and cricket at 
Lords, sometimes as the guest of an old 
pupil. Until his sight began to fail he 
remained a voracious reader, mostly of 
19th and 20th century English novelists. 
We would regularly discuss their merits, 
readily concurring on the excellence of 
Middlemarch and The Portrait of a Lady, 
but agreeing to differ over Nostromo. 
And there was Anthony Powell’s A 
Dance to the Music of Time, for which we 
shared a boundless admiration and to 
which Jim had introduced me in 1973. 
We spoke about it in our last telephone 
conversation. 

Because of the lockdown restrictions 
there were not many of us in West 
Lavington churchyard for the short 
funeral service and burial. But the  
high street was lined with those who 
came to pay their respects as the hearse 
went by. Jim’s nephew gave an address,  
I Corinthians 13 was read and also  
Fear no more the heat o’ the sun from 
Cymbeline (chosen by Jim himself).  
The weather was kind, the churchyard 
still freshly verdant, and our small 
gathering had a quiet intimacy about it  
as we said farewell to our dear friend. 

Philip Nokes

“His reputation 
[was] such that 

pupils would scan 
their timetables 
in the hope that 

his initials would 
appear.”

At an OD gathering on the Head’s lawn in the 1990s
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The library at Dauntsey’s has known at least six incarnations 
since the school was refounded on its present site in 1895. For 
the first 17 years there was no library as such, perhaps reflecting 
the main purpose of Dauntsey Agricultural School as providing 
not so much a liberal arts education as a training for those who 
were to work on the land.

In 1912 the main range was extended northwards. Too often it 
is mistakenly supposed that the whole of that present range was 
built in 1895, but it was almost 20 years later that the original 
architect added a further six bays at the north end for a joint 
museum and library on the ground floor and accommodation 
for masters on the first floor. By the early 1930s, however, the 
ground floor was being used as a technical drawing office. Still 
later it was made over to the music department for some 20 
years, 1954-73.

In 1925 further space at the south end of the main range 
became available when the Head Master, G W Olive, moved 
to the newly built house still used today. What had been his 
dining room (and since 1978 has been the Head Master’s 
study) became the Rogers Library and Farm Classroom. This 
commemorated F E N Rogers, chairman of governors from 
1913 until his death that year. Many of the classrooms also had 
their own small collections of books.

The 1930s saw an extensive building programme, the result 
of a fruitful partnership between G W Olive, R W Awdry 
(governor, and from 1937 chairman of the governing body), his 
architect cousin A C Martin, and the generous Farmer trustees. 
During this period were constructed the dining hall, and 
Farmer Hall above, in 1932-33; the gymnasium in 1936; Farmer 
House dormitory, with changing rooms below, in 1936-37; and 
finally in 1939-40 a range running parallel to the 1895 range 

A Circulating Library
The history of the Dauntsey’s library

The Dauntseian 2019-2020
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for a common room and a library on the first floor. Designed to 
accommodate upwards of 4,000 books on its oak shelves, this 
was a purpose-built traditional library which would have done 
credit to any small institution. For the first time all the books in 
the School were housed in one place. Exuding a studious air, it 
was especially valued by those who sought a welcome sanctuary 
from a dominant games ethic. The library was a single room, 
but a communicating door at the far end led into the boys’ 
common room which in 1958 was converted into a small 
chapel. The Awdry Library, as it was known, is now divided 
into offices for the Second Master and the two Deputy Heads.

In time the Awdry Library became somewhat cramped and 
more space was needed. The solution was to move in 1967 to a 
new building, the L-shaped Olive Building comprising a single 
storey library and a two storey range with bedsitter studies for 
the Upper Sixth. The new library may have proudly expressed 
a sixties aesthetic, but for posterity it was a graceless utilitarian 
structure lacking the genius loci of a true library. The bookcases 
were dwarfed by its cold hanger-like proportions, small objects 
deployed in what might just as well have been a badminton 
court, a warehouse or even a filled-in swimming pool.

In 1977 the entire Olive Building was requisitioned by 
Fitzmaurice House, one of the two boys’ boarding houses, in 
whose possession it has remained ever since. A home for the 
increasingly peripatetic library was now found on the ground 
floor of the east-west range lying beyond the entrance to the 
original range, below what had once been the Mercers House B 
and C dormitories. Here the library was housed in two adjoining 
rooms, previously a common room and a tuck shop. Something 
of the spirit of that earlier existence seemed to endure and 
this library always seemed a slightly tawdry, makeshift affair, 
with high windows giving an almost subterranean ambience; 
bringing to mind the image of Widmerpool at Stourwater, 
“imprisoned, to all outward appearance, in an underground cell, 
from which only a small grating gave access to the outer world.” 
Was this the School library at its nadir, a Cinderella in an age of 
eye-catching building projects?

There matters remained for almost a quarter of a century. With 
the new millennium came a metamorphosis, an architect’s 
vision of a library for the twenty first century. In 2000 the 
library was doubled in size, taking in the old bicycle shed area – 
never conspicuously a seat of learning. Completely refurbished 
in a modernist style, it now enjoyed hitherto unknown light and 
space. The zeitgeist determined that it should become a Library 
and IT Centre, generously populated with computers. 

A Note on the Manor

The Manor, acquired by the School in 1929, was built in the 
1860s as a family home for Edward Pleydell-Bouverie. The 
historic library was the south-east room on the ground floor of 
the main residential block looking south over the valley towards 
the Plain. As befitted an educated man (Harrow, Cambridge, 
the Bar, precis writer to Palmerston, long serving MP, frequent 
writer of letters to The Times) Pleydell-Bouverie’s library was 
a well stocked affair. The room is still used to house a modest 
Manor library for younger pupils and retains the original  
fitted bookshelves, apart from two which were transferred to 
another room. 

After Pleydell-Bouverie’s death in 1889 the house passed to  
his elder son Walter. On his death in 1893 it was retained by  
his trustees until 1902, when it was sold to Charles Awdry. 
Awdry did not move in until 1908, following the death of the  
elderly Marquise de Lavalette to whom the Pleydell-Bouverie 
trustees had let the property furnished. The extensive contents 
of the house were not sold until July 1907, but the books in the 
library were excluded. These, in part at least, were acquired  
by Charles Awdry (Winchester, Oxford, the Bar), for in a 
Cornish bookseller’s 2012 list appeared books which bore the  
bookplates of both Edward Pleydell-Bouverie and Charles 
Awdry. In 2014 the writer purchased from a Devon bookseller 
a copy of The Life of Lord Granville (1905) by Lord Edmond 
Fitzmaurice which happened to bear the bookplate of Charles 
Awdry. Now Edmond Fitzmaurice was the nephew of Madame 
de Lavalette.

Philip Nokes

“With the new millennium 
came a metamorphosis, an 

architect’s vision of a library 
for the twenty first century.”

Features
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For the past ninety years Dauntseians have passed by this 
large well executed watercolour hanging in the entrance to 
the Manor, but perhaps knowing little about it. In the early 
1860s the elderly Earl of Radnor – who owned much of 
Market Lavington, Littleton Panell and Little Cheverell – had 
made the estate over to his second son, the Liberal politician 
Edward Pleydell-Bouverie, for a country seat. Chosen to design 
a mansion was Ewan Christian (1814-1895), a prominent 
and prolific architect of some 2,000 works – many of them 
church restorations, new churches and parsonages. He also 
had a small country house practice, and reckoned Market (or 
East) Lavington Manor to be one of his best houses. A pupil 
in Christian’s office at the time was a young Swede, Axel 
Herman Haig (1835-1921). It was in 1868, shortly before the 
family took up residence, that Haig, acting as Christian’s 

assistant, painted this evocative watercolour. The area to the 
east of the clock tower remained as illustrated until the 1940s, 
when a sanatorium wing was built. Haig left Christian’s office 
shortly afterwards and set up as an architectural draughtsman, 
spending the next twenty years preparing presentation views 
and competition drawings for the leading architects of the 
day. He also began exhibiting watercolours in his own right at 
the Royal Academy. Later he worked principally as an etcher, 
regularly winning prizes and acquiring an international 
reputation. Pleydell-Bouverie died in 1889, being buried at 
Market Lavington, where there is a memorial to him in the 
church. The house itself was sold by the family in 1902, but 
Axel Haig’s painting has remained there ever since.

Philip Nokes

A Manor Portrait
The history of an ever-present fixture
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Veterans of the 1960s may recall the 
chairs in the Farmer Hall. How often 
when being addressed, perhaps reproved, 
by the Head Master or some other figure 
of authority would our thoughts wander 
and our gaze alight upon those names 
carved on the backs of the chairs in front 
of us: D H New 1923, S G Haynes 1940, 
M E F Offord 1959. Who were these 
people? What was it all about? As in other 
respects, my experience at Dauntsey’s, 
especially in the early years, was often one 
of bewilderment. Fifty years later, due 
in part to pottering about the archives, 
I am beginning to put into place those 
frequently puzzling pieces of the jigsaw. 

Farmer Hall was the school’s new 
assembly hall, built in 1932-33 thanks to 
the generosity of the Farmer Trustees, 
continuing the work of that great 
benefactor of the school Samuel Farmer. 
Designed by A C Martin, architect 
of the school’s quietly attractive neo-
Georgian buildings of the inter-war 
period and beyond, the block comprised 
a dining hall, an imperial staircase, and 
a hall above capable of accommodating 
about 400, with stages at either end. The 
hall gave fresh impetus to a wealth of 
dramatic and musical productions. The 
pattern was to vary, but by the end of the 
1950s and throughout much of the 1960s 
the autumn term would see a school play, 
early March a full scale choral work, and 
at the end of the summer term an opera 
directed by Philippe Oboussier and 
produced by Jim Hodges.

After a quarter of a century of hard 
pressed service the original Farmer Hall 
chairs were beginning to fail. A new 
design was chosen for their gradual 
replacement, a light oak frame with 
a seat of some red synthetic material. 
In the early 1960s the suggestion was 
made, possibly an initiative of David 
Hatch, that to accelerate replacement 
Old Dauntseians be invited to donate a 
chair and have inscribed on it their name 

and leaving date – or that of some other 
OD, a relative or perhaps a war casualty. 
The scheme took off and names of those 
commemorated in this way were duly 
recorded in The Dauntseian.

When Guy King-Reynolds became 
Head Master in 1969 there were 410 
pupils in the school, and numbers were 
continuing to grow: they would exceed 
500 within a decade. The Farmer Hall 
was manifestly no longer fit for purpose. 
Matters resolved themselves in 1974 with 
the opening of a Memorial Hall which 
could seat twice as many as the Farmer 
Hall. Memorial Hall because it stood on 
the site of that gentle and quintessentially 
English garden of remembrance 
commemorating Old Dauntseians 
fallen in war. The Farmer Hall itself was 
handed over to the music department, 
much of it being carved up into a 
collection of smaller rooms, but retaining 
the stage at the east end. In the 1990s the 
whole block was to be immured by an 

extension of the dining hall below with 
additional rooms above. 

The chairs were not used in the 
Memorial Hall, new stacking chairs 
being acquired. Instead they were 
deployed throughout the school wherever 
there was a need. But with the passage of 
time and hard use their joints and seats 
failed, repair proved impractical and they 
were honourably discharged. But twelve 
doughty survivors have found sanctuary 
in a quiet corner of the school: first and 
foremost (for he was to be a redoubtable 
chairman of governors for seventeen 
years) A E Hemens 1919, followed by  
B L James 1938, M K Venables 1938,  
D J Hatch 1947, J G Haworth 1949,  
L M Noad 1949, V J Godden 1953,  
T J O’Neill 1965, N I Cunnington 1966, 
J C Byne 1967, C J Legg 1967 and  
H R Swanton 1967. Requiescant in pace.

Philip Nokes

Seats of Learning
The commerative chairs of Farmer Hall
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The building now known as the Tedder Block was constructed 
as the gymnasium in the mid 1930s and designed by A C 
Martin, the school’s architect during the interwar years and 
beyond. It served nobly under the watchful guardianship of 
Captain Keen, Major Wigmore and others until construction 
of the present sports centre in 1980. It was then radically altered 
for more academic purposes and in its new incarnation named 
after Lord Tedder, parent and later chairman of governors 
1949-65. An interesting feature which has survived this 
metamorphosis is the metal sundial fixed towards the eastern 
end of the south wall. Whilst it is tempting to think it has a 
venerable provenance – perhaps the salvaged survivor from 
some demolished site, rather like the fine late seventeenth 
century shell porch to be found incorporated in the wall of 
the old kitchen garden at the Manor – that is probably not the 
case. Although the sundial’s design dates from that time, it was 
later much copied. The Latin inscription, some of it laid out in 
circular fashion, reads as follows:

O BEATA SOLITUDO : O SOLA BEATITUDO
MIHI OPIDUM CARCER EST

ET SOLITUDO
PARADISUS

DEUS NOBISCUM
ET CORONA MANUUM OPUS NOSTRUM 

W H
[image of a crown]

VI 7 8 9 10 11 1 2 3 4 5 VI
1663

VIVAT CAROLUS SECUNDUS

O blessed solitariness. O solitary blessedness.  
For me the town is a prison, and solitude my paradise.  

God be with us, and crown the work of our hands.  
W H 1663 Long live Charles II 

The sentiment is a curious one for the date, reflecting more  
the rural retreat of some royalists and high churchmen 
during the Commonwealth years before the Restoration. The 
explanation lies in the partially obscured WH, said to refer to 
the royalist William Hake of Peterborough, who erected the 
original sundial on the side of his house to celebrate the return 
of better times.

That the sundial has been on the building since the outset, 
and presumably with the architect’s blessing, is evidenced by 
the photograph above, taken shortly after construction. It is, 
as now, set in a stone surround and with a supportive putto 
bearing the school’s motto, Honor Deo.

Philip Nokes

Marking Time’s Winged Chariot
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Fifty years ago, on Wednesday 28 May 1969, there took place 
the final general inspection of Dauntsey’s School Combined 
Cadet Force (CCF). The inspecting officer was Rear-Admiral 
I S McIntosh, a wartime submarine commander later to 
become Deputy Chief of the Defence Staff and father of two 
pupils at the School. With English master Richard Padfield as 
commanding officer in the rank of major, the force comprised 
147 cadets and four other masters as officers: Naval section 54 
cadets, Army section 28 cadets, and RAF section 55 cadets. 
But the day’s success, presided over by the benign Olympian 
presence of outgoing Head Master Donald Forbes, belied the 
gathering storm clouds. At the end of term Richard Padfield 
returned to teach at his alma mater and the CCF would have 
collapsed at that point but for the intervention on a holding 
basis of Deputy Head Dick Wheadon, dutiful, conscientious – 
and capable also: during his RAF national service training he 
had been awarded the sword of honour. The issues facing the 
CCF at Dauntsey’s were various, amongst them the challenge of 
finding an experienced commanding officer, the more general 
difficulties of staffing the contingent, the climate of opinion in 
society at large regarding compulsion and military activities, 
the new Head Master’s own preference for a keen voluntary 
unit with other options available (community service, forestry, 
adventure training, etc). A year later the School’s governors 
at their summer term meeting resolved, on the proposal of 
a general seconded by an admiral, that the CCF should be 
disbanded and cease forthwith. But characteristically Squadron 
Leader Wheadon had ensured that the contingent went out 
on a strong note with an impressive military tattoo on 27 May 
1970. And before that there had been Operation Last Lap, a 
memorable 30 hour continuous exercise on Salisbury Plain on 
6-7 December 1969, surely the coldest weekend of the winter 
it seemed to those on sentry duty in the very early hours, an 
experience still etched on the mind half a century later – along 
with a certain quiet pride in having worn the cap badge of the 
old Wiltshire Regiment.

By the time of its demise the CCF had only just come of age. 
Although an Air Training Corps unit had been active at the 
School in the Second War, the CCF itself was not formed until 
1949. No doubt many factors came into play, not least the 
advantages of some previous military training when called up 
for national service; among the staff there was a plentiful supply 
of officers who had recently seen war service; and perhaps 
also the fact that the incoming chairman of governors was a 
renowned military figure – Marshal of the RAF Lord Tedder, 
formerly Eisenhower’s Deputy Supreme Allied Commander 
for the invasion of Europe. Parents, many of them military 
families, responded favourably to the proposal and so the thing 
was agreed. Huts and an armoury were erected to the south of 
the main buildings, a rifle range set up in the Manor valley, and 

four officers found. The first commanding officer was Francis 
Brown (1949-58), succeeded not long before his untimely 
death by Norman Macgregor (1958-68). Looking back, was 
there perhaps some irony in the fact that these arrangements 
were settled as construction of a Garden of Remembrance to 
honour fallen Old Dauntseians was nearing completion? The 
CCF was for those in the Fifth and Lower Sixth forms, and 
initially voluntary. In 1950 the Head Master reported that the 
contingent was 145 strong and only 8 who were eligible to join 
had not done so. It was later to become compulsory. In January 
1956 Donald Forbes, who as a young officer in the Scots Guards 
had been in the Italian Campaign, became Head Master and 
he was strongly supportive of the CCF. For two years of their 
school life pupils spent much of their Wednesday afternoons 
square bashing, a lot of the previous week polishing boots, 
applying blanco to gaiters and belts, cleaning Lee-Enfield rifles, 
and some of their summer holiday attending camp. But by 
1960 the world was changing: the memory of the Second War 
was fading somewhat, national service was ending, Britain 
would soon feel the winds of change and begin divesting herself 
of empire, and the United States would become embroiled 
in a conflict which would engender bitter hostility towards 
its use of formidable military power. Above all, a different 
popular culture would be espoused by the young and a more 
questioning attitude towards the old ways would be adopted 
by the time of that final cohort of two-year men in 1968. The 
previous summer they had been introduced to Sergeant Pepper, 
that icon of the swinging sixties and a decidedly different 
character from Vigny’s soldier, “a dedicated person, a sort of 
monk of war.” Tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur in illis. Or, as 
Bob Dylan was telling us in more modern parlance, The times 
they are a changin’.

Philip Nokes

Servitude et Grandeur Militaire
The Dauntsey’s School Combined Cadet Force (CCF)
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CHLOE LOCKHART 
EVANS HOUSE

Tell us a little bit about yourself?
I was at Dauntsey’s from 2003-2009. 
Following school I went on to study 
Architecture at the University of 
Nottingham. I’m now a Chartered 
Architect, working at Weston Williamson 
+ Partners (WWP) in London. It took 
seven years to qualify and I did an 
Undergraduate, Masters and Postgraduate 
course. In my spare time, my fiancé Adam 
and I (who also went to Dauntsey’s) are 
renovating our house in London.

Do you have a job at the moment, 
what do you do, what’s it like? 
Yes, I’ve been at WWP for 3.5 years, and 
I’m a Project Architect. I spent the first 
two years working on Woolwich and 
Paddington Crossrail stations, which 

was very exciting. I’m looking forward to 
the Elizabeth line being open! Currently 
I’m leading a team to design and deliver 
four residential schemes which will 
contribute to London Borough of 
Merton’s housing targets. Both projects 
have been really rewarding and its 
great to know I’m making a difference 
to people’s lives. I also work at the 
University of Nottingham, tutoring a 
Master’s Degree design studio. I travel 
up to Nottingham once a week and enjoy 
supporting students whose position I was 
in not so long ago! I think it’s important 
to balance academic knowledge and the 
realities of working life. 

What was it like to live/travel around 
South East Asia? Do you think any 
experiences shaped you as a person?
Living and travelling around South East 
Asia when I was young was fantastic. 
We had the opportunity to go on some 
amazing holidays and I have so many 
incredible memories. It also helped me 
develop a broader perspective on daily 
life and in my career. Moving back to 
the UK at 12 years old to board for a 
year at the Manor was a culture shock(!) 
and challenging at first, but the staff, my 
friends and the range of activities helped 
me settle in really quickly. 

What are your influences as an 
architect?
My influences have continually changed 
since I first started studying architecture. 
Zaha Hadid inspired me initially - a 
woman who broke new boundaries in  

the architecture world. Now I’m 
inspired by well-crafted design and how 
architecture can play a part in creating 
inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
communities. A few of my favourite 
practices are Assemble, Peter Zumthor 
and Caruso St John.

What did you most enjoy about 
your time at Dauntsey’s – any best 
memories?
Dauntsey’s was great - there is such a 
huge range of activities to get involved 
in. Sport, Music, Drama... it taught me 
to be a whole rounded person and to be 
inquisitive. 

Favourite subject at School?
Art, Maths, Sport

Have you kept in touch with any of 
your friends or teachers at Dauntsey’s?
Yes, it’s always great to see my friends, 
catching up on each others’ lives and 
reminiscing about memories from our 
time at school! 

What should be on every Dauntsey’s 
student’s bucket list before they  
leave school?
Work hard and get involved! There are so 
many great opportunities. Sports trips 
abroad were always great fun! 

Did Dauntsey’s affect your choice 
of further education and career? 
Dauntsey’s helped grow my interest in 
a wide range of subjects, so it actually 
made it hard for me to choose a career 
path! I chose architecture because it 
combined a range of subjects which I 
really enjoyed. 

Do you have any final words of 
wisdom for Sixth Form students here 
as they prepare to leave Dauntsey’s?
Take advantage of the opportunities that 
Dauntsey’s offers to challenge yourself 
and get outside of your comfort zone.

Old Dauntseian Interviews
Interviews by Holly Reavenall

“Dauntsey’s helped grow my interest  
in a wide range of subjects, so it actually 

made it hard to choose a career path!”
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COLIN BERRY 
DAUNTSEY HOUSE

Are you practising at the moment, if 
so, what are you doing? 
I am a consultant / specialist anaesthetist 
(since 1996). I work for NHS, ICRC 
and some locum work in the Falkland 
Islands. I was a full time NHS consultant 
in Exeter for 20 yrs (until 3 yrs ago).

What was it like, as a young doctor, 
serving as a medical officer in the 
Royal Navy for 6 years?
Great fun and experience. The first two 
and a half years were spent as a general 
duties medical officer (in my case on ships 
and submarines). I also did two long 
offshore sailing trips during this time 
as medic and crew on the Whitbread 
Around the World Yacht Race and on 
TS Young Endeavour as watch officer. 
Subsequently I started my post graduate 
specialist training as an anesthetist in 
military hospitals (mostly at RNH 
Haslar in Gosport).

Did you always know you wanted 
specialise as an anesthetist?
Not until after I had qualified when 
I met and socialised with a lot of 
anesthetists. I originally wanted to do 
surgery because I was very inspired by 
one of my early bosses.

You worked with the ICRC in South 
Sudan and Nigeria as an anesthetist 
– did any experiences change you as 
a person or physician or alter your 
perspective?
Very much, both as a person and as 
a doctor. You would have to be very 
insensitive not to be struck by the 
hardship endured by many people in 
sub-saharan Africa, especially those 

whose lives are affected by war, famine 
and drought. Access to the most basic 
healthcare is non-existent for many of 
the poorest people who have often been 
forced to leave their homes. The trauma 
care we deliver is also very hard to access 
for many people.

Do you have any advice for aspiring 
doctors?
Remember that life is for living - have 
some fun along the way. There is no 
escaping from course work and exams 
even when you have qualified but there is 
still time to escape. Work hard and play 
hard. Once you have qualified there are 
so many paths you can take and its much 
easier to move on and off postgraduate 
training schemes than it used to be. 
Don’t be afraid to realise if you’ve made 
a bad career decision but be true to 
yourself and try something else. 

What did you most enjoy about 
your time at Dauntsey’s – any best 
memories?
 ‐ The school ethos: if you haven’t got 

it - make it.
 ‐ My friends.
 ‐ Baling out sinking canal boats.
 ‐ Sailing and rebuilding old sailing 

boats.
 ‐ Crew, bosun, mate then skipper of 

Jolie Brise.
 ‐ Playing rugby (quite badly).
 ‐ Summer Sundays out cycling on 

Salisbury Plain.
 ‐ Wadworths!

Favourite subject at School?
Biology and French (oh ...and woodwork)

Have you kept in touch with any 
of your friends or teachers at 
Dauntsey’s?
Not really, little bit while I was at 
university then less so. I used to stay 
in touch with Bill Parrish (now sadly 
passed) but very few of my friends at the 
time. I attended a reunion recently which 
was great fun.

What should be on every Dauntsey’s 
student’s bucket list before they leave 
school?
I wouldn’t dream of commenting 
on this.! One person’s South Pole 
is another’s hell...  Everyone’s will 
be different, and everyone will find 
happiness in their own way.

Did Dauntsey’s affect your choice  
of further education and career?  
If so, how?
Hmm – not the choice of career, 
but it did enable me to achieve my 
goals. I think Dauntsey’s provided a 
very rounded education at that time. 
Academic results were important but 
were not given the absolute priority that 
are often given now. We were given space 
to develop in a safe environment but 
adventure and self reliance were strongly 
encouraged.

Have things turned out as you 
expected?
I still don’t have an end game (apart from 
the unavoidable one) but the journey 
continues to be fun, rewarding and life 
enhancing. Ask me again in 30 years (I’ll 
be 99).

Any plans for the future?
Stay fit and healthy to enable me to carry 
on relationships with friends, family, 
colleagues and patients. I have no plans 
to stop working, I’ll know when the time 
is right and I have lots of time to play. I 
also want to carry on being active on the 
water and in the mountains and learn 
another language.

Do you have any final words of 
wisdom for Sixth Form students here 
as they prepare to leave Dauntsey’s?
Be kind to people, it will pay back in the 
long run. Money isn’t everything (but it 
helps) and look forward, not backwards. 
Don’t be afraid to be different.

“One person’s South Pole is another’s hell... 
Everyone’s will be different, and everyone 
and will find happiness in their own way.”
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DANIEL INGS 
FARMER HOUSE

Tell us a little bit about yourself? 
I’ve just turned 34, I went to Dauntsey’s 
between 1997 and 2004 and I’m now a 
professional actor, currently working on 
a television series called I Hate Suzie for 
Sky Atlantic.

Do you have a job at the moment, 
what do you do, what’s it like? 
In I Hate Suzie I play Cob, husband to 
the main character played by Billie Piper. 
Her character, Suzie, is an actress whose 
life starts to unravel after nude photos 
of her are leaked online. You soon realise 
that all was not well in our marriage, and 
my character is a bit of a difficult guy to 
be married to (to put it mildly).

What an incredible opportunity to 
star in The Crown. What was it like 
to play the role of Commander Mike 
Parker (Personal Secretary to Prince 
Philip), and was this a different 
experience compared to other 
characters you have played?
The Crown was a fantastic production to 
be part of. The budget and scope of the 
show is more like working on a movie, 
and more and more television is aiming 
for that kind of ambition. The main 
difference between that and other TV 
shows I’ve worked on is just the scale.  

We filmed the bulk of my characters’ 
scenes from Series Two in South Africa 
in the most incredible locations, with 
hundreds of extras and beautiful period 
costumes and details. There was a huge 
amount I was able to learn from everyone 
involved, not least the directors, other 
actors and writers. Its rare to get writing 
that good. The project I am currently 
working on is written by Lucy Prebble 
who is also an extraordinary writer – and 
I just hope to keep working on shows I 
really believe in. 

In the competitive world of acting, 
any advice for aspiring actors?
Just remember that your career should 
be there to support you in having a 
happy and fulfilling life. If it makes you 
unhappy, what’s the point of doing it?  
I always try to remember that I’m a  
really lucky guy, I have my health, a big 
family and a roof over my head - if all  
the acting dries up tomorrow I will still 
be incredibly fortunate and be able to 
live a happy life. It’s good to be ambitious 
and push yourself, but I think the best 
actors and the ones I’ve enjoyed working 
with the most are the ones who have 
other interests too, and recognise the 
need to be a well rounded, well adjusted 
human being!

What did you most enjoy about 
your time at Dauntsey’s – any best 
memories?
The drama at Dauntsey’s was always 
excellent. I was really lucky to be taught 
and directed by some amazing teachers 
- Sam Pullen, Rikki Jackson and Chris 
Thomas. If I hadn’t had the opportunity 
to do such cool school productions 
and practise acting by playing so many 
interesting characters, I’m not sure I 
would have gone on to do what I do now. 
I had other great teachers too, James 
O’Hanlon was my housemaster and 
Katherine Watts was an excellent English 
teacher. Kester “Buzz” Sims was a bit  
of a mentor too. Studying Music 
Technology was one of my favourite 
courses at the school - it was awesome to 

be given class time just to make our own 
digital music. And I still see lots of my 
friends from the school.

Favourite subject at School?
English Lit. 

Have you kept in touch with any 
of your friends or teachers at 
Dauntsey’s?
Yes, loads. 

What should be on every Dauntsey’s 
student’s bucket list before they leave 
school?
Spend as much time outside Wiltshire as 
you can meeting people who aren’t from 
your background. Dauntsey’s is great but 
its a bubble. 

Did Dauntsey’s affect your choice of 
further education and career? If so, 
how?
When I was at school I’m not sure there 
was quite such an acceptance that acting 
was a viable profession to go into. From 
meeting some of the recent Sixth Form 
students it seems like things are different 
now. If I could do it again I probably 
would have gone straight to Drama 
School instead of taking a gap year. But 
then I wouldn’t ever have met my wife, so 
everything happens for a reason.

Have things turned out as you 
expected?
I have three kids under five which was 
a little unexpected. Not unhappy, but 
unexpected!

Any plans for the future?
Try to be a good husband, son, brother, 
dad and friend. And travel more. Oh and 
work on more stuff in Glasgow or Bristol 
- I love both of those cities and they’re at 
the top of our list for places to live if and 
when we eventually leave London.

Do you have any final words of 
wisdom for Sixth Form students here 
as they prepare to leave Dauntsey’s?
Be excellent to each other.

“The best actors and the ones I’ve enjoyed working with the 
most are the ones who have other interests too, and recognise 

the need to be a well rounded, well adjusted human being!”
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Dauntsey’s Sixth Form pupil Amber, alongside her brother, 
who is a student at Trinity College, Dublin have conceived 
between them a project to make Neapolitan pizzas for NHS 
staff and vulnerable adults.

Using locally milled flour, San Marzano tomatoes, Fior di Latte, 
and basil grown in their garden, they have become experts in 
making their favourite food and giving it away to those who 
very much deserve a treat.

“We have hired a mobile wood-fired pizza oven and are 
transporting it to make fresh pizzas to order. The oven gets so 
hot, cooking each pizza takes only a minute, and we can cook 
three at once. We are aiming for it to be possible to make over 
100 pizzas per day.

“We have now given away over 160 pizzas over the past week 
or so, with many more booked for the next couple days/weeks. 
Tomorrow we are making 60 pizzas as a surprise for the workers 
of a care home in Melksham which I am really looking forward 
to and on Thursday we are making pizza for both the Devizes 
and Chippenham homeless shelters. It’s incredibly heart 
warming and I feel has been a great use of this time.”

As an Upper Sixth pupil, Amber has missed out on doing her  
A levels this year:

It has really helped me keep busy and motivated throughout 
this lockdown. It is hard work but incredibly rewarding.

To pay for the ingredients and the hire cost for the mobile 
wood-fired pizza oven, the duo has set up a GoFundMe page.

A statement on the GoFundMe page reads:

“Everything is in place. Suppliers are ready for our bulk orders. 
We have registered with the council, obtained public liability 
insurance and a food safety certificate. We are ready, but we 
need help paying for materials and overheads. From 25kg sacks 
of flour to the rental of the oven, although each pizza is cheap, it 
adds up each day. We need help.

The money that you give will cover the costs to feed fresh, 
hand-made pizzas to those most affected by the pandemic.”

For more information visit https://pandemicpizza.co.uk

Pandemic Pizza
Sixth Form pupils making pizzas for 
NHS staff and vulnerable adults
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Before-lockdown was surreal, looking back. My last ever proper 
lesson of School was spent revising for the much bigger threat, 
our exams, and we only talked a little about the hypothetical 
lockdown. Then WHAM! Lockdown was announced, exams 
were cancelled. Riding home on the bus, I felt I had an entirely 
different future to the one I rode in with. 

The last days were a rush of sadness and apprehension as 
we were thrown into the unknown. Dauntsey’s organised 
Teams and lessons as a replacement, but with the haphazard 
governmental approach, we left school bewildered and afraid. 
We had Teams lessons, but it did little compared to the 
speculation, some insisted we would have to take the entire year 
again even. Then, as abruptly as chaos began it ended. School 
announced assessments, exam boards made official reports, and 
the world fitted back into place.

Now, I stay in the house or garden, but it’s as an opportunity. 
I use social media to stay in touch, and I have a pile of books 
I’m working through, including Les Misérables, Chaucer and 
Bleak House. I have also taken several online courses with 
FutureLearn, as well as started building the setting for my 
book with WorldAnvil. With a goal and a plan it feels more like 
a very long weekend than anything.

Kiera Riordan

When I found out school was ending early and A-levels 
were cancelled, I couldn’t tell if I was extremely distraught 
or relieved. It was so unprecedented and sudden. I had a 
chronological plan in my head for a long time about getting 
through revision, taking the exams and getting my results. I 
really enjoyed my time at Dauntsey’s and it felt especially unfair 
as I would never get a proper farewell with my friends. 

Currently, I’ve been staying with a friend and his family for 
seven weeks as my parents deemed it too risky for me to fly 
back to my home in Hong Kong. Apart from taking internal 
assessments that the school decided to provide, more time has 
opened up each day.

I dislike knowing I will most likely be slogging through 
revision over the summer in preparation for exams if I am 
unhappy with my calculated grade. However, at the moment, 
I’m able to have time to myself for once. I finished a book I had 
been dying to read because at school I was either too busy or 
too tired to read more than a few pages at a time. I’ve picked up 
a guitar, the next instrument I’ve always wanted to learn. There 
is no doubt about the detrimental effects of the pandemic 
on people’s lives and families, but I also cannot ignore how 
amazingly, difficult times bring communities together. 

Katie Choi 

Lockdown Writings
Pupil experiences of the lockdown
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Is our relationship with 
the earth irreconcilable?
A report by Jessica Nixon
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The foremost pressing issue of this essay is the consideration 
of what is a sustainable relationship with the earth. If we 
are now in a state of disarray with the earth, can we re-
establish harmony? Our species (homo sapiens) has existed for 
approximately 315,000 years,1 and while the earth’s climate 
has always changed,2 we only now face ecological collapse and 
mass extinction of our own doing.3 For millennia, carbon 
dioxide levels in parts per million have never surpassed 
300ppm. However, since the Industrial Revolution, carbon 
dioxide levels have risen from a humble 280ppm to an alarming 
400ppm.4 As we have existed for many thousands of years 
without such damage done to the earth, I am not inclined to 
believe the Anthropocene (meaning, ecological and geological 
change is as a result of human life) has caused climate change, 
I think we need to evaluate our political systems. Humanity 
is not inherently opposed to the earth: human developments 
from primitive tools to language and medicine are not anti-
earth, rather, the philosophy with which they are pursued. 
And we have reached a point where the alternatives to these 
philosophies are constructed as incoherent and unviable in a 
modern society;5 “it is easier to imagine the end of the world 
than to imagine the end of capitalism.”6

The Industrial Revolution was fuelled by, perhaps more 
than natural resources, changes in philosophy and approach 
to the earth. René Descartes, in his infamous Discourse on 
Method (1637),7 declared our human purpose was to “render 
ourselves the masters and possessors of nature” through 
science. Descartes argues for this as it would “[enable us] to 
enjoy without any trouble the fruits of the earth, and all its 
comforts, but also and especially for the preservation of health 
… for the mind is so intimately dependent upon the condition 
and relation of the organs of the body”. Not only does this 
argument depend upon the flawed concept of Cartesian 
dualism, Descartes juxtaposes natural “comforts” and natural 
“trouble”. Both are from the earth, though one is desirable to 
humans and the other is not. Descartes uses many superlatives 
in this section of Discourse on Method, each time denoting 
what is now referred to as progress. What he envisions from 
medicine, “that we could free ourselves from an infinity of 
maladies of body as well as of mind,” in order to “render men 
wiser and more ingenious than hitherto” is progress. 

Since Descartes, most likely even before, the mangling of 
nature has been described as progress: roads, the production 
of energy, pesticides, medicine, among many other examples. 
Progress is only seen as progress because we have catalogued 
natural occurrences into the good and the bad, often only so 
because of their effect on humans. But nature is not benevolent 
or malevolent or any balance of the two: it simply is. We have 
carved roads into the landscape because delay is ‘bad’,  
pillaged the earth for oil because we believe night-time 
obstructs us, spraying crops so bugs do not eat but we can.  
Our lives and deaths and illnesses are a part of nature too. 
Thus, I believe one can begin to see that the idea of progress 
is entirely anthropocentric because the ‘problem’ to be solved 
is nature, both outside of us and oftentimes within us. The 
concept of progress in itself enables a polarised attitude  
towards natural states, judged by an anthropocentric hedonism, 
which asserts there are objective faults within nature that 
require solution.

As a consequence, disabilities and illnesses are regarded 
as obstructing human progress, despite being entirely 
natural. Capitalist society demands maximum productivity 
from us as much as it does the earth, and as roads and oil 
rigs circumnavigate the earth’s inefficiencies, medicine 
circumnavigates ours. What obstructs productivity must be 
circumnavigated in capitalism. Though, I cannot blame us for 
wanting to be well, as we all live within a society that demands 
productivity from us in order to survive, to make a living, 
and thus our survival depends upon the speedy resolution of 
our illnesses and treatment of our disabilities because we are 
valued as units that produce capital. Medicine’s function in 
modern society is derived from society’s demands that we are 
individuals who manufacture our own survival.8 Nonetheless, 
the pursuit of medicine is noble: it ensures a quality of life 
that we wouldn’t otherwise be able to enjoy, broadly speaking. 
Hopefully, there will be a movement away from viewing  
things which cause us suffering as simply issues of productivity, 
where ‘quick fixes’ are not as socially acceptable as the rest and 
respite and continual care illnesses and disabilities truly  
require. Healthcare must therefore be an unequivocal human 
(and I would even argue environmental) right, as it combats 
inequality between quality of life which is often determined 
by wealth and location. This is not to mention that recent 
developments in environmental medicine offer a redefinition 
of scientific progress, a movement towards an empathetic 
relationship with nature. 

“We have carved roads into 
the landscape because delay is 
‘bad’, pillaged the earth for oil 
because we believe night-time 

obstructs us, spraying crops so 
bugs do not eat but we can.”



62

The Dauntseian 2019-2020 Features

Graham Swift in his 1983 novel Waterland redefines progress 
as such: “There’s this thing called progress,” he says, “But it 
doesn’t progress, it doesn’t go anywhere. Because as progress 
progresses the world can slip away. It’s progress if you can 
stop the world slipping away. My humble mode for progress is 
the reclamation of land. Which is repeatedly, never-endingly 
retrieving what is lost. A dogged, vigilant business. A dull 
yet valuable business. A hard, inglorious business. But you 
shouldn’t go mistaking the reclamation of land for the 
building of empires.” The identification of the imperialist 
undertones of progress, and by extension, capitalism, are 
integral to understanding where our relationship with the 
earth ‘went wrong’, so to speak. Rachel Carson, author of 
Silent Spring (1962), identified the issue of “[talking] in terms 
of conquest [about nature]... man is a part of nature, and his 
war against nature is inevitably a war against himself.”9 The 
Amazon, the lungs of this planet, burns, not only so we can 
lay down more land for the production of beef and soya (in 
turn, worsening global warming), but to flush out indigenous 
people defending the land.10 We are already, and have been for 
hundreds of years, harming ourselves in the pursuit to “render 
ourselves the masters and possessors of nature.” Western apathy 
towards this issue is only indicative of the colonial roots of 
humanity’s degradation of the environment,11 and thus in our 
reconciliation with the earth we cannot be apolitical. Nature 
(humanity included) has been harmed for as long as we’ve sought 
for the ownership of land,12 our imperial conquest of the earth.

Discussions surrounding the reconciliation of humanity with 
the earth often veer down the path of the consideration of 
eugenics. It’s a relatively new strain of fascism, eco-fascism, 
that argues for the population control of specific ethnic 
groups as a method to curb climate change. It rests heavily on 
the Nazi principle of “blood and soil.” On the 15 of March 
2019, Brenton Harrison Tarrant murdered 51 people during 
Friday Prayer at two mosques in Christchurch, and released 
a manifesto on 8chan stating that his motives were eco-
fascist, culling non-white people in order to combat climate 
change.13 Not only does the argument for eugenics rely on the 
assumption that population growth has caused climate change, 
but it believes humanity is intrinsically the issue. Eleanor 
Penny, in her 2019 article for Verso Books This is a Crisis,14 
states “No, in this vision all humans are equally charged with 
the original sin of existing, feeding, breeding.” Population 
planning as a means to solve the climate crisis we face fails to 
acknowledge its unequal roots: that the world’s richest 10% 
produce half of global carbon emissions,15 and the high carbon 
emissions of developing countries are largely from western 
nations outsourcing their production.16 It is no coincidence 
that a majority of the world’s richest 10% belong to western 
nations.17 Thus, one cannot evade the political causes of the 
climate crisis we face: it is intrinsically linked to a colonial 
legacy, underpinned by the theory of value in capitalism I 
explored earlier. There is no coincidence that humanity has 
existed for approx. 315,000 years and only faces ecological 
collapse within the last century; “This is not the Anthropocene. 
This is the Capitalocene.”18

This conundrum strikes similar chords as that surrounding 
individualism, the philosophy which justifies the paralysing 
competition of capitalism. Cultures which encourage 
individualism and personal benefit, implicitly or not, 
discourage collective action. The more divided a society, the 
harder it is to unite it once more. The survival of the individual 
in a capitalist society is more often than not in conflict with 
environmental welfare.19 And this is through no fault of the 
common people, but simply that greater emphasis is placed 
on individual, oftentimes expensive, lifestyle changes rather 
than collectivised action. Neoliberalism has managed to blame 
the individual for impending ecological collapse – because 
evidently it is those who drive to work rather than take public 
transport as it is either too expensive or wholly inadequate who 
are responsible for climate change – all while 100 companies 
alone are responsible for 71% of carbon emissions since 1988.20 

“Eco-consumerism is a rising 
marketing technique, selling 

you its marked-up metal 
straws and in turn expiating 

your environmental guilt.”
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Eco-consumerism is a rising marketing technique, selling 
you its marked-up metal straws and in turn expiating your 
environmental guilt. Writing for The Guardian, Martin Lukas 
concludes: “This is the con-job of neoliberalism: to persuade 
us to address climate change through our pocket-books, 
rather than through power and politics.”21 The devastatingly 
successful ideological war against collective action waged over 
the past 40 years has blinkered us, but not blinded us. I do not 
discourage those of us who can afford environmentally friendly 
alternatives from switching to them; however, major collective 
action is necessary as we must uproot the entire system, rather 
than shaming individuals who cannot afford the alternatives.  
I am hopeful that we are waking to this, though.

In order to reconcile ourselves with the earth, we require not 
just systematic upheaval but philosophical upheaval. Ideally, we 
could move away from the Cartesian view of nature; however, 
I am not sure we have the time left for prevarication anymore. 
We are witnessing the rebirth of collective action and the rise 
of environmental consciousness, hand in hand.22 Many now 
connect not only politically but emotionally with the earth, 
specifically through the increasing popularity of wildlife 
documentaries such as Attenborough’s Planet Earth, Blue 
Planet, and Frozen Planet. Though I hold reservations about 
whether our reactions to these are superficial, it has encouraged 
humanity to begin to view itself as a part of the earth once 
again: we are not so different from those who also inhabit the 
earth alongside us.
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In this article, Holly Reavenall considers whether a new drug, 
up to 10 times stronger than fentanyl, will benefit the military 
or exacerbate America’s already catastrophic opioid epidemic. 

On the 2nd November 2018, the FDA approved a new opioid: 
Sufentanil. This drug, also sold under the names ‘Dsuvia’ and 
‘Sufenta’, is a very potent analgesic developed specifically for 
‘acute pain management’; with particular emphasis on military 
usage. Despite FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb ardently 
maintaining Sufentanil will only be used in healthcare settings 
under strict supervision, its approval has raised concerns 
regarding the irreparable damage a strong opioid could cause to 
a country already crippled by addiction and overdose rates.

Development of Sufentanil

The pharmaceutical company who developed Sufentanil, 
AcelRx worked closely with the US Department of Defence 
during the process. Gottlieb says its ‘unique aspects’ allow for 
easy sublingual (under the tongue) administration in combat 
situations and is helpful when supplies of intravenous opioids 

are unavailable. The production of Sufentanil also came about, 
according to Dr Pamela Palmer (Chief Medical Officer at 
AcelRx), because, “For acute pain management in a hospital, 
there hasn’t been a new opioid developed in many, many years”, 
but perhaps there has been a reason for this hesitancy to develop 
opioids.

Roots of the American Opioid Crisis

Abused across the world but with the United States at the heart 
of the crisis, America is in the wake of the “worst drug crisis our 
nation has ever seen”. Rapid over-prescription and aggressive 
pharmaceutical company marketing of opioids in the 90’s, have 
been some of the main reasons for this.

Synthetic and semi-synthetic opioids dominate the crisis. Semi-
synthetic opioids, e.g. oxycodone (sold under OxyContin) and 
hydrocodone, are partially derived from opiates – naturally 
occurring alkaloids in the resin of the opium poppy – whereas 
synthetic opioids are entirely man-made, e.g. fentanyl. These 
narcotics are widely abused due to their highly addictive 
properties and the physical dependence a user can experience 
because their body stops producing the naturally analgesic 
‘endorphins’ with regular use. 

FDA approval of controversial 
‘Sufentanil’ and America’s 
Opioid Crisis
A report by Holly Reavenall
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The accessibility of opioids has played a major role, with 
prescription rates of opioids skyrocketing from 76 million to 
207 million from 1991 to 2013 - meaning easy access to opioids 
in the past few decades have even helped decrease US life 
expectancy due to fatalities associated with opioid overdoses. 
The detrimental effect of this simple access of opioids can be 
seen through a startling number of teenage athletes becoming 
addicted to prescription opioids, infamously OxyContin, 
after being prescribed them for the relief of minor sports 
injuries. These highly addictive drugs have made ex DEA Chief 
of Operations, Jack Riley, call teenage athletes “unwitting 
customers of the cartel” and, in some cases, these opioids have 
paved the way for future heroin addiction, with 80% of users 
switching to heroin after opioid painkillers. Cameron Weiss was 
one such victim. He was a high school footballer and broke his 
collarbone during a game; he was prescribed Perocet (oxycodone) 
and hydrocodone for the pain. He began using heroin in 2009 
and two years later he died from a fatal overdosed. He was 18. 

The compliance of doctors to prescribe such dangerous 
drugs so easily can be attributed to certain pharmaceutical 
companies who fuelled the crisis. Despite filing for bankruptcy 
in September last year, Purdue Pharma has left the US 
still devastated by opioid addiction. Purdue, who started 
manufacturing OxyContin in 1996, have made headlines over 
the continuation of OxyContin distribution and assurance 
of low addiction rates despite the company knowing – and 
concealing – its widespread abuse. Even before it was available 
to the public, trials showed their ‘12-hour pain relief ’ 
promise wasn’t entirely true – meaning they were releasing 
a dangerously addictive opioid on the market that wasn’t as 
effective as promised whilst downplaying the risks. Doctors  
and patients were assured the opioid was safe; Purdue made  
$31 billion in revenue. 

Plans to Tackle the Crisis

The US federal government have tried to implement laws and 
restrictions on opioid prescriptions to ease the epidemic. Such 
measures included developing an ‘abuse-resistant’ OxyContin 
in 2010 to help decrease use, which it did by 66%. However, 
in the following years, users turned to more dangerous 
alternatives, such as heroin and fentanyl, seen by the increase 
of heroin and/or fentanyl overdose deaths by more than 
double from 2010 to 2013. With a higher potency and heroin 
costing around $5 per bag, compared to $30 per opioid pill, 
the monetary advantages are clear. However, co-morbidities 
associated with synthetic opioid and heroin use include the risk 
of HIV infection from needle-sharing (many states also saw 
the increase of HIV cases after 2010) and it is also important to 
note that of all fatal opioid overdoses, 91% were accidental in 
2017 – an increase from 77% in 2000. These accidental deaths 
may be due, in part, to the lacing of potent opioids, namely 
fentanyl, into other drugs – such as cocaine and MDMA – by 
dealers as a cheaper to cut but still very lucrative substitute. 
People are then unwittingly taking a very strong opioid that 
their body isn’t accustomed to, resulting in overdoses. 

However, more hopeful plans for 2020 have been announced, 
including a revision of the FDA drug approval process last 
summer.

“Normally, when deciding whether to approve a new drug, 
the FDA only looks at the risks and benefits to patients who 
take it as directed, not risks to everyone else,” Katharine Van 
Tassel (Case Western Reserve University School of Law) says. 
“Under its new proposal, the FDA will consider whether a 
new opioid works better than other painkillers—opioid and 
non-opioid—that are already on the market. Officials will also 
analyse a new drug’s potential impact on public health.” This is 
a big improvement because it means even before opioids are put 
on the market, the drug’s potential to be abused, e.g. is it easy to 
crush/ inject or is it a particularly strong opioid, is assessed and 
scrutinised. 

Concerns about Sufentanil

So, with the approval of Sufentanil coming before these new 
restrictions, has it slipped past FDA regulations? Dr. Raeford 
Brown, chair of the FDA advisory committee on analgesics 
and anesthetic drug products was “very disappointed by the 
decision” (to approve Dsuvia) and said:

“We know from looking at other potent opioids that have been 
put on the market in the last four years that once these drugs 
get past the FDA, there’s very little, if any, control over them, no 
matter what the sponsor says prior to the time they come on the 
market.”

Another critic is Dr. Andrew Kolodny, who heads the Opioid 
Policy Research Collaborative at Brandeis University and 
is executive director of Physicians for Responsible Opioid 
Prescribing. He says, “There is absolutely no need for this 
product; claiming we need it on the market to help soldiers on 
the battlefield is ridiculous. We already have sublingual fentanyl 
product available for use on the battlefield.” 

As a result, has the FDA approved an unnecessary and highly 
potent opioid? Is Sufentanil just another dangerously addictive 
opioid that has the potential to be diverted and abused? 

“Even before it was available 
to the public, trials showed 

their ‘12-hour pain relief’ 
promise wasn’t entirely true – 
meaning they were releasing a 
dangerously addictive opioid 
on the market that wasn’t as 
effective as promised whilst 

downplaying the risks.”
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Anaesthesiologist Bradley Glenn Hay MD, a 
known fentanyl addict by the hospital, was found 
unconscious in the hospital bathroom in January 
2017 after injecting the Sufentanil to be used for his 
patient’s surgery. Sufentanil seems to be just another 
opioid that damages people and costs lives. 

Opioids are a major problem and not just in 
America. The opioid Tramadol is gripping Africa – 
with Tramadol in the continent making up 87% of 
the global pharmaceutical opioid seizures in 2016. 
Afghanistan, although being a top producer of 
opium, has also become a large consumer of them 
– with profits from narcotics trafficking funding 
the Taliban and Al-Qaeda. This is not just a US 
problem. It is an epidemic that affects everyone, all 
demographics, across the world. It links to other 
criminal activities that profit from the vulnerability 
of addicts and political instability of nations. All we 
can do to help combat the crisis is to educate doctors 
and patients in the signs of opioid abuse disorders, 
provide advice and help centres for addicts to give 
them the support they need in a safe, medically 
monitored environment and, of course, funding  
to do so. 

So, when I hear that the FDA have approved Dsuvia, 
I think it’s not just their problem: it’s ours.
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14th February 2020: Travel   Liv, Tallulah and Alex

We arrived at school at 5:30 am, all very excited and had a 
very loud bus journey to Heathrow with singing and playing 
music. When we arrived at the airport, we had some snacks and 
hopped on the SAS plane. 

The flight was two hours long. Once in Stockholm we had 
a quick and tasty McDonalds’s which everyone enjoyed 
thoroughly. We then boarded the flight to Skelleftea, it was 
roughly an hour in duration. After arriving in Skelleftea we got 
our bags and got on board the airport bus. This then took us to 
our cabin which would be our home for the rest of the week.  

After an exhausting day of travelling we soon went to bed ready 
for the excitement which we hoped tomorrow would bring. 

15th February 2020: Shopping, Snow Walk and Sledging 
Liv, Tallulah and Alex

Waking up at about seven, Alex, Alexander and Tori went off to 
the Co-op to get a breakfast for us all.  After a good breakfast of 
coffee, juice, cinnamon buns and toast, with stomachs full, we 
walked two miles to the shopping centre where we would get all 
the meals for the week.  

After finishing the huge shopping list and with all the food 
loaded on sledges or in bags, we returned to the cabin to have 
lunch. Lunch was tomato soup and LOTS of bread! Afterwards 
we played games in the snow which included hole digging, 
trenches and snowball fights. We then headed home, and we 
made dinner for the team: chili and rice.  

Soon after, we headed back outside for fun sledging races and 
capture the flag in the snowy woods. Finally, we returned to 
have hot chocolate and then turn in for bed. 

16th February: Museum, Town  
and Luging   Tom 

We got a lie in this morning, so we woke up at 7:30am. Issy, 
Evie, Henry and Tom got up to lay out our breakfast. There 
were buns, toast and cereal plus coffee and tea. 

After that we got into our layers of warm clothing and walked 
to town. It was much icier today, and there were multiple slip-
ups in the snow.  

When we arrived in town, we all made our way to the museum, 
where we met the local archivist, Jürgen, who was quite an 
excitable chap!

Arctic Adventure
Sweden | February 2020
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First, he took us around the outside of the building and told 
us about the history of the river and the area that we were 
in. It was very educational, and we had a load of fun. Then 
he gave us some liquorice with pine tar flavour in it. Nobody 
liked it! 

Next, we walked around the town exploring the area. When 
buying from shops it was relatively easy as everyone spoke 
English and was very friendly. Souvenirs were bought and 
coffee was drunk. After a good hour of exploring we all 
decided to take the walk back to the cabin. 

When we got back, we were all excited for alpine luge, we 
were told that it was like sledging, just faster and easier to 
steer. We met a woman called Linnea, who was an expert on 
the sport. We all were excited as we took the travellator up 
the slope and we were taught braking and turning skills. It 
certainly lived up to its name.  

After an excited hour we all decided to call it a day and 
returned to the cabin. The duty team made cottage pie and 
we chilled out with hot chocolate and then to bed. 

17th February: Snowshoeing, Ice Fishing, Igloo Building 
and Sauna   Alex and Adam

We woke up at 7:30 and had a nice breakfast giving us all the 
energy we needed for a very long day. 

At nine, we met Peter and Michael, our guides, who taught 
us how to put on our snowshoes, and started to trek up the 
ski slope. After reaching the top we diverted into the forest 
where we took a scenic route which led us over a mountain 
called Vitberg and down to a frozen lake. Here we did some 
ice fishing, but it was not successful! 

After an unsuccessful ice fishing adventure, we had lunch, 
which was reindeer meat, broccoli, potatoes, carrots, onions 
and lingonberries, all cooked on a fire. We also had tea and 
coffee in traditional mugs. 

After lunch, the crew began to build an igloo which after lots 
of hard work started to really look like one, although we ran 
out of time to finish it. 

After a couple of hours at the lake, we put our snowshoes 
back on and started to head back up the mountain where 
we did a few races in between (which Issy seemed to enjoy 
spending a lot of time on the snowy floor!). After many 
snowshoes falling off and faces covered in snow, we reached 
the cabin where we changed into comfy clothes and planned 
more of our presentation for the school. 

The duty team then started to prepare dinner whilst 
everyone else went to do some sledging. (With some good 
performances from Alex jiving whilst washing up and Adam 
setting the fire alarm off because of the smoke)! 

Finally, after dinner the girls headed out into the sauna 
and soon the boys had a go too. Some jumping in the snow 
occurred, meaning we went from +40°C to -6°!
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18th February: Moro Backe Schola and Cross-Country 
Skiing   Tori and Alexander

We woke up at 6:45 and had toast and cereal for breakfast. 
We left the cabin at around 7:30 and walked to Moro Backe 
Schola. The walk was about 45 minutes and very slippery.  

The school opened at 8:30 and we went in and took off 
our coats and shoes and headed off to a PE lesson. We were 
given heartrate sensors and had to do 20 minutes in total 
of high exercise. There were lots of activities like skipping, 
badminton and cycling machines. Just from that lesson we 
could tell that their school was very different to ours. 

We were then given a tour by some of the students in the 
year above, they showed us all the classrooms and the layout 
of the school. We then went into some of the English classes 
and gave a presentation about Dauntsey’s and the differences 
with our two schools. After we went to talk to the students 
and ask them questions. 

For lunch we had rice and pasta as well as Swedish crackers 
that everyone especially enjoyed (and suggested that they 
should be part of the menu at our school), after, we went to a 
different English class and did our presentation again. 

Finally, we had a choice of different classes to go to. There 
was Art, DT and Home Economics. In Art we made a 
painting by drawing lots of things over each other and filling 
in different sections with colours and patterns. In DT we 
helped to make stools that the students had been working on 
and in Home Economics we made bread rolls and baguettes. 

After that we went back to the cabin and had one hour to 
get ready for cross-country skiing (in the hour the bread was 
finished off!). Then we went out to the ski club house and 
got geared up for around two hours of cross-country skiing. 
The skiing was great fun no matter how many times we fell 
over while we learned how to glide across the snow, we all 
improved our cross-country skiing.  

19th February: Boda Borg and Campfire   Henry and Evie

Mr Moore woke us all up at 8:15am. Today it was Tallulah’s 
birthday, so Miss Hillier knocked on everyone’s dorm, got us 
all up quietly, and we all sang Happy Birthday to wake her 
up. As with most morning, for breakfast we had toast and 
cereal. We then left the cabin and walked about 35 minutes 
to Boda Borg.  

Boda Borg is a series of escape rooms, where you must figure 
out how to get out and complete the puzzle. For example, 
there was a room where you had to remember the US States 
and the State capitals, there was also a room where you had 
to dodge the lasers and put in the right code into a keypad to 
get out. 

After we had spent about six hours at Boda Borg, having fun 
and shouting at our teammates, we walked back home. Inside 
we then secretly set up Tallulah’s birthday pastries where we 
sang Happy Birthday and watched her blow out her candles.  
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A short while after we played this game called ‘This is a what?’. This 
game is probably the most confusing game I have ever played; however, 
the game was very entertaining. Then we made a chorizo and vegetable 
pasta bake which went down very well.  

We then went outside to go sledding and roast marshmallows (they were 
so yummy!). After everyone had about six marshmallows each, we went 
back to the cabin to have hot chocolate and cake, which also went down 
well. Then headed off to bed excited for the next day of Husky Sledding. 

20th February: Svansele, Husky Sledding, Town and Celebration   
Adam and Olivia

We woke up at 7:30, although not everyone was quick to leave their 
beds! We then had breakfast and got on a coach to Svansele. After about 
an hour on the coach we arrived and had a warm welcome from Marie-
Linne and Arnauld, who run the husky centre.  

We then went straight over to the huskies to give them all the attention 
they needed, they loved cuddles and strokes and were very friendly!  
After the huskies were all loved, it was finally time to harness them up, 
and before we knew it, we were going 20 miles an hour being pulled  
by eight huskies along a frozen lake. It was –14 C so it was cold but a lot 
of fun. 

After a long morning of huskies we were dropped by the coach in town 
to do our final souvenir shopping. 

To finish the day a final meal at the local pizzeria where we were all given 
prizes for something we had done during the week. 

21st February: Travelling Home   STM

After a long week, we rose early, packed bags and 
cleaned the cabin. Our bus arrived and we piled on to 
it to transfer through the snowy countryside to the tiny 
Skelleftea airport.

Several delays, two flights, a minibus transfer and a 
flat-out run through Stockholm Arlanda airport later, 
we made it back to Dauntsey’s and began to reflect on 
what a great week it had been.
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Due to the Coronavirus pandemic all Jolie Brise’s school 
summer cruises were cancelled, as no residential trips were 
allowed to take place on Sail Training Ships. However, in June 
we got permission from the Maritime Coastguard Agency, via 
the Royal Yachting Association, to carry out Skippered Day 
Trips carrying passengers. Unfortunately, we were not allowed 
to have guests sail Jolie Brise, as it is almost impossible to do this 
and maintain social distancing. 

We had a test run with eight willing volunteers from the School 
Staff and came to the conclusion that we could run day trips 
with up to eight guests staying on deck, not sailing the boat, 
but able to maintain social distancing. Deciding that it would 
probably wouldn’t be much fun for Dauntsey’s students being 
passengers on Jolie Brise, if they had sailed as crew members 
before, we thought we would offer it to all the parents via an 
online booking system. We were amazed when we almost sold 

out of places within 36 hours! Jolie Brise has therefore been 
busy over the summer holidays, sailing in the end with over 140 
guests from the Dauntsey’s community.  

Since the start of term, we have been taking the Fourth Form 
out in a slightly different format to normal years. They have 
been coming out on Day Sails in social bubbles from their 
Houses. We are also taking out a large group of overseas 
students for their EXEAT weekend and, very excitingly, we are 
going to use Jolie Brise for three days of practical A-level Physics 
sessions in the next few weeks. 

So, although remaining very local, Jolie Brise’s summer has been 
extremely busy. 

Toby Marris  Head of Sailing 

Jolie Brise
Summer 2020 Report

“Deciding that it would probably wouldn’t be much fun for 
Dauntsey’s students being passengers on Jolie Brise, we thought we 
would offer it to all the parents via an online booking system. We 
were amazed when we almost sold out of places within 36 hours!”
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This October Half Term was a definitely a different experience 
for those of us that travelled to North-Eastern France and 
Belgium to the former battlefields of World War One.

I think it is safe to say that we all came away from the trip feeling 
a mixture of respect, sadness and understanding for what we  
had learnt and seen. Obviously, everyone is impacted differently, 
but I think as a whole, the group really felt the impact and now 
have a deeper understanding of what The Battle of the Somme 
meant and what war entails in a wider sense.

The first day was spent travelling and there was a feeling of 
anticipation in the group, it was as if we were trying to prepare 
ourselves for the adjustments from our hectic school mindset to 
being able to concentrate on what we were about to see.

We arrived in Arras and the immediate impact was very 
prominent. You simply couldn’t look around and not see the 
presence of war lingering. The first site we visited was the 
Faubourg-d’Amiens Cemetery, which, looking back, was a 
gentle introduction to the type of graveyards we would become 
accustomed to seeing. The thousands of carved names on 
numerous walls and gravestones were shocking to all of us, and 
as we were led around by Steve Williams, our guide, we were all 
speechless. To lighten the mood, in the evening we went out 
for a traditional meal, followed by ten pin bowling. It felt a bit 
surreal to be enjoying ourselves in a place that we knew had 
experienced such a turbulent past.

The next day, we boarded the bus and were taken deep into 
the dense countryside of the Somme region. We visited several 
battlefield cemeteries over the course of the  day, including 
the Lochnagar Crater, the Devonshire Cemetery and the 
Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland Memorial. Each place was 
so emotive and fascinating in its own way, that each time we 
came away from the cemeteries, I could feel my understanding 
deepening.

On our way home, we stopped off twice to find and 
commemorate two relatives of students on the trip; the first 
time involved a trek through the country, and the second was 
found secluded in a civilian graveyard, hidden but not forgotten. 
For me, the second graveyard was very emotive, seeing the 
neat ordered rows of soldiers alongside the personalised and 
beautifully chaotic civilian graves; it really reminded me of 
the fact that although a number of the soldiers who fought 
and died in the First World War were professional soldiers, the 
majority were not. They were ordinary people with real lives, 
who interacted with real people in real ways. It’s easy to see 
the statistics of the Great War and feel the human empathy 
start to slip away, but I think it is so important for people (and 
young people especially) to understand the more personal and 
emotional side of war.

To wind down at the end of a full-on day, we ate and relaxed in 
the evening, enjoying the beautiful architecture and friendly 
atmosphere of Arras.

WWI Battlefields
Fifth Form | October 2019
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On Friday we spent the morning visiting numerous places, 
including the Wellington Tunnels in Arras and the stunning 
Vimy Ridge and Canadian War Memorial museum. Both 
were incredible spaces, the Wellington tunnels quite literally 
transported us underground and helped us to properly 
understand what the soldiers sheltering there would have felt. 
Vimy Ridge was stunning, and we were given a really personal 
tour by knowledgeable young Canadian guides.

Next, we travelled to Ypres in Belgium, watching Blackadder 
on the way as is traditional. Ypres is a beautiful town, the 
contrast between France and Belgium is definitely noticeable as 
the whole atmosphere is different. We arrived at our hotel and 
then went out for a group meal at a local restaurant which was 
followed by, for me, the most emotional part of the trip.

A few of us had been chosen to represent the fallen Old 
Dauntseians by laying a wreath at the daily service that takes 
place at 8pm every evening at the Menin Gate. It was especially 
emotive because whilst the ceremony was taking place the a 
Welsh Male Voice Choir on tour sang a gorgeous ballad in 
Welsh, which really helped us reflect and honour the fallen from 
our United Kingdom.

The final day was spent travelling with afew stops along the 
way and included a beautiful church service at the moving 
and quietly beautiful Talbot House in Poperinge. The house 
was established by an army Chaplin, Philip “Tubby” Clayton 

with the intention of being a haven for soldiers on leave; a place 
where they could unwind, reflect and repair mentally and 
physically. The house had a real impact on the group, as we all 
reflected, with the help of the service to conclude our trip.

The impact of the trip was colossal. It gave some much needed 
perspective that a lot of us hadn’t been exposed to. Not only did 
it help us empathise and mourn the dead, but also understand 
the fragility and preciousness of peace. It isn’t right to say that 
we enjoyed the trip, but it definitely broadened our minds and 
understanding, and I am very thankful for that. BHS and the 
teachers who accompanied the trip also really deserve thanking, 
as it would not have been possible without them or our tour 
guide, Steve, and our bus driver, Brett.

Izzy Johnson  Fifth Form

“It felt a bit surreal to be 
enjoying ourselves in a place 

that we knew had experienced 
such a turbulent past.”
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The October half term was a time of adventure and excitement for a 
group of Fourth and Fifth form Spanish pupils, who travelled to the 
charming Southern Spanish city of Granada. 

Encompassed by vast mountains and stunning landscapes, the city was 
a beautiful destination. On the first evening, a city tour opened our eyes 
to the Arabic roots of Granada’s culture as we enjoyed sweet fruit teas 
in the teterías and observed the city’s architecture, exploring both the 
Catholic and Arabic-influenced buildings. Furthermore, a memorable 
highlight was definitely the visit to the world-famous Alhambra Palace, 
built in the 13th Century by the Muslim rulers of Granada. 

Whilst learning about the fascinating history of the Alhambra, we 
experienced second-to-none views as the sunshine lit up the building 
and the vibrantly colourful palace gardens. We spent every morning 
at language school, where we were encouraged to improve our 
communication skills through listening and speaking. Conversing with 
native Spanish speakers both inside and outside of the classroom was 
a new experience for many of us, but throughout the week it helped 
build confidence and gave us the opportunity to use our Spanish skills 
independently in real-life situations. Moreover, our host families were 
welcoming and kind, treating us to tasty homemade dishes that I’m 
sure everyone wishes they could have brought back home with them! 

We were blessed with glorious sunny weather for the entire week 
and our days were filled with making regular ice cream pit stops and 
enjoying traditional Spanish meals together; tapas and paella proved to 
be especially popular choices! Visiting Granada was an unforgettable 
experience, and we feel grateful that we were able to explore and learn 
about such a fascinating and wonderful place, reminding us all of the 
beauty of travel. From all the pupils, we would like to thank DCH, 
MKH and SKWK for leading the trip and we hope you loved the week 
as much as we did. 

Bea Watts  Fifth Form

Granada
Fourth/Fifth Form
October 2019

“Encompassed by vast mountains 
and stunning landscapes, the city 

was a beautiful destination.”
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On Friday 14th February, as half-term began, and at three in the 
morning, twenty-one Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth years 
got on a bus and headed for Pompeii; in the front row seats were 
DEH and JMW. It doesn’t sound much, perhaps, when you 
say it like that, but it was, I think, a heck of a commitment by 
twenty-one keen Classicists (and JMW) to spend the first three 
days of their half-term seeing Classical sites round Naples. 

We arrived in Naples airport in good time, and sped off to 
lunch - the usual delicious Italian extravaganza of a pasta-starter 
big enough for a main course, followed by a main course, 
followed by pudding. Then off to Mount Vesuvius. Sadly, DEH 
couldn’t stop himself from telling everyone a bit about the 
mountain (it erupted in 79AD, with ten thousand times the 
force of the atomic bomb that destroyed Hiroshima), but even 
more sadly, the Italians had enacted a sneaky early closing of the 
crater - probably Coronavirus-related - so instead we explored 
the mountain, and many pupils appropriated black volcanic 
stones from the mountain!

On to the hotel, which was on the sea. We were too tired, 
however, for a walk along the beach, so supper and to bed. 

The next day our destinations were the Villa Oplontis and 
Pompeii. The Villa Oplontis is a Roman villa preserved in 
pristine condition by the eruption, that may have belonged 
to the Emperor Nero’s wife, Poppaea Sabina, with some 
magnificent mosaics of birds, feasts and the countryside, and 
the chance to experience what life must have been like for the 
0.0001% in 79AD. The pupils split up and investigated the 
villa; JMW did some photo-tableaux of ‘Slaves in the kitchen’, 
enterprising second year pupils, such as Evie Cowling and 
Josh Loden, filled-in the villa room names in their trip booklet 
(how do you spell ‘culina’?), while the fourth years, Helen 
Bourne, Martin Darwall and Phoebe Salisbury, pondered the 
dimensions of Poppaea’s swimming-pool and garden. 

Then on to Pompeii itself, for the main course of the trip. The 
chief attractions were the amphitheatre (Cambridge Latin 
Course, chapter seven), the theatre (CLC chapter five), the 
baths (CLC chapter nine), the forum (CLC chapter four), the 
street of shops, and, of course, Caecilius’ house (CLC book one, 
everywhere). What is truly fascinating about Pompeii is just 
how much has been excavated, and the sense you get, walking 
down its streets, of walking in a city full of Roman ghosts - or 
you would, if it weren’t for all those pesky tourists. Our group 
were no tourists, however, but serious Classical scholars, and 

the third years, led by Isabelle Binsted and Guy Bassingham-
Searle, explored the forum, and all its related buildings, 
including the Eumachia building, the use of which has baffled 
all scholars. Archie Gordon left his phone lying around; but 
JMW phoned his phone and spoke with the very nice man who 
had picked it up, and so recovered it.

And so concluded our second day. On our third and final 
(sob) day, we started by visiting Herculaneum, the other town 
destroyed by Vesuvius. What is particularly interesting about 
Herculaneum, in contrast to Pompeii, is that what has been 
excavated is free-standing to its original height (the ash that 
fell on Pompeii ensured that the roofs of all the houses fell in). 
Consequently, a walk through Herculaneum is a walk through 
history, where the town stands as it stood on the morning of 
August 24, AD79. 

The pupils, led by our two senior Classicists, Molly Mackie 
and Ellen Price, explored the town; while JMW delivered a 
fascinating lecture on the skeletons in the harbour - residents 
of Herculaneum, waiting for a ship to take them away, and 
caught by the lava as it swept through the town - and what we, 
as embryo-archaeologists, could learn from their bones.

Our final destination was the Naples Archaeological Museum, 
which houses all the stuff they found at Pompeii, including the 
Battle of Issus mosaic, made up of a million and a half pieces, 
which is quite some jigsaw-puzzle, and countless other statues 
and sculptures, reminding one that even a town as small as 
Pompeii was a real treasure trove of Roman life and culture.

We got back to England safe and sound, in time for Lockdown 
five weeks later. A very special thanks must go to all the pupils 
who took part in this trip and made it such a special and 
memorable Classical fact-finding tour; and to JMW, without 
whom this trip could not have taken place, nor would have been 
the success it was.

See you all in Greece in 2021-22, lockdown permitting!

DEH

Pompeii
Lower School
February 2020
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It was a freezing cold February morning when, at 3am, the 
Upper Sixth historians, and one non-historian, dragged 
themselves from their nice warm beds to pile onto a coach to 
Paris. The atmosphere on the bus was good, time considered, 
since it was Paris we were travelling to! Going via St Pancras to 
Gard du Nord, speeding across the sunny French countryside 
gave the feeling that this was not a trip to be forgotten, and 
anticipation was high.

After a quick rest and settle into the hotel, it was lunch, a 
truly French pursuit. Given euros and free reign of the local 
cafés and French restaurants, I thoroughly enjoyed exploring a 
non-tourist part of Paris, as well as a real taste of ordering in a 
foreign language! It was after this that the trip really began, as 
well as the average of 22,000 steps a day, as we walked through 
the warm streets of Paris to the Fondation Napoléon. Here we 
received a fantastic lecture about Napoleon and the activities 
of the Fondation from the enthusiastic and very knowledgeable 
Professor Peter Hicks, who speaking from the modern French 
perspective gave the period we studied a different insight. From 
there it was another walk to the Pantheon, and the first view of 
the Eiffel Tower. 

The Pantheon was very impressive, especially the sheer number 
of Napoleonic heroes interred there really giving an impression 
of the scale of Napoleon’s activities, although I must admit 
meeting Victor Hugo was by far my favourite. From there it 
was supposed to be an uneventful metro ride to Trocadéro, 
although this didn’t quite happen, as the metro’s doors closed 
before all of our group was on - only half of Ben was on- leaving 
the majority of the group on the train, with Ben’s shoe, and 

the rest of us off the train, and the single-shoed Ben. This 
was no problem for our Dauntsey’s steel, however, and we 
arrived at Trocadéro, the site of the remains of the 1937 World 
Exposition. This gave us beautiful views of the Eiffel Tower, 
on Valentine’s Day, and was well appreciated by all. From there 
it was a no less eventful metro ride to Montmartre, and more 
stairs than I have climbed in the rest of my life combined, from 
the bottom of Sacré-Cœur to the very top. This was worth it, 
however, since it did give some gorgeous views of the Basilica 
at night as well as Paris all lit up in the cool evening. We then 
walked on to dinner at Chez Eugene, where we had some truly 
French food, including some lovely snails.

It was a much more reasonable 8am rise the next morning, 
before it was off, on a double decker train, to the Chateau 
de Versailles. This was a truly beautiful experience, the gold 
glittering and glinting in the sunlight, lit up like a beacon. We 
really received an idea of the majesty of the Court of Louis 
XIV, and the Hall of Mirrors was just breath-taking, the 
sunlight streaming in and reflecting throughout giving an 
almost ethereal feel to the place. The metro then whisked us 
away through Paris again, this time to the Place de la Concorde. 
Braving the traffic on foot, we drank in the scenery, and also 
received the sobering reminder of the Terror and the guillotine, 
before we were off again to the Louvre. We were able to see 
some of best, too much to list here, although the Palace of 
Darius was my personal favourite, the pure unexpectedness of 
the colour of the objects were astounding for the 8,000-year-old 
tiles. It was with pain, therefore, that we left the Louvre, and 
instead continued on with our Revolutionary tour of Paris, to 
end at the Palais-Royal. Home of the famous Philippe Égalité, 

Paris History Trip
Upper Sixth Form | March 2020
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and hot bed of revolutionary ideas, it was fascinating to think of the 
highly important discussions and lectures that had taken place exactly 
where we were standing. Then, we were given a little free time to explore 
the area around our hotel before we were off and walking to dinner.
This time, it was a traditional meal from Quebec, poutines, which are 
essentially cheesy chips and gravy, and very delicious and filling! 

The next day, our metro took us to Bastille train station and the last 
remains of the Bastille. While there were only a few stones remaining, 
the history of the structure was so familiar: to see the actual object was 
amazing, let alone to actually be allowed to touch it! From there, we took 
another metro to the Hôtel de Ville to observe the site of Robespierre’s 
arrest before his execution. There was also a delightful carousel we all 
enjoyed riding very much, especially since Paris has more carousels than 
any single country on earth! Then it was a short walk to the Île de la 
Cité, via a game of pooh sticks in the Seine, and the Conciergerie, the 
revolutionary prison and last living space of Marie-Antionette. It was 
amazing to see her last items, including her night dress and confessional 
box, as well as the place of the Revolutionary Tribunal that sentenced 
her to death. Next door to the Conciergerie was Sainte-Chapelle which, 
while not very connected to the Revolution, was an experience unlike 
any other in my life. It was so incredibly beautiful, it felt almost like 
stepping into another plane of existence, and I know that everyone on 
this trip will never forget entering this beautiful building. Then it was 
back on the metro, and another double decker train, to Les Invalides.

In Les Invalides, we visited Napoleon’s tomb, which was astounding not 
only because of the size but also due to the number of Napoleon faces 
that they had managed to put in one room. Also at Les Invalides was the 
war museum of France. It had some fantastic displays about Napoleonic 
battles, as well as his actual camp bed and belongings, which was fantastic 
to see. From there we walked down past the École Militaire, where 
Napoleon studied, to the Champ de Mars, the park around the Eiffel 
Tower, which was beautiful even in the windy weather. It was then back 
to the hotel, and we were given an hour and a half for free time around 
Paris. I took the opportunity to visit the Catacombs of Paris, which was 
an experience far beyond what I’d hoped for, and deliciously macabre.

All too soon, the last day was upon us, and we were off again, walking 
around Paris. This time, it was via the Opéra Garnier to La Madeleine. 
This was a Church dedicated to Napoleon’s armies. The dark interior 
gave it an intriguing feel that then gave way to wonder as the sheer scale 
of the building became apparent. From there, with a quick stop outside 
to practice curtsying, we were whisked off to the British Embassy in 
Paris. This was another amazing experience since we were given an 
insightful tour that gave us a real insight into the history of the building. 
Originally owned by Napoleon’s sister Pauline, it was then bought by 
the Duke of Wellington, and much of the original Napoleonic furniture 
still remains. It was really cool to be able to actually sit in a chair of the 
era, and even more amazing to see the inside of such an important British 
and French building. Our time there was all too short, as soon we were 
walking up the Champs-Élysées, which is surprisingly steep, to the Arc 
du Triomphe, although we stopped halfway up the Champs-Élysées 
to have our last Parisian meal. Then, it was the climb up the Arc du 
Triomphe, which it just as difficult as it looks, it being just higher up as 
the catacombs were down. The view, however, was worth it, with some 
gorgeous views that framed La Défense and the Louvre in the entirety of 
Paris. However, even that ended too soon, and before we knew it we were 
on the train back to England, but with memories of a trip that shall never 
be forgotten.

Kiera Riordan  Upper Sixth
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Evensong
The musical year started in its usual manner with the first Evensong 
in West Lavington Church. The choir assembled following the 
summer break and sang beautifully for us as we came together 
for what promised to be a busy year of concerts and competition 
performances. Close observers of the Music Department noticed a 
new flavour to the music emanating from its walls.

The initial solo recitals enabled our scholars and GCSE pupils to 
showcase their talents in advance of their practical exams.

Preparations for our annual Senior Choir visit to Mercers’ Hall 
were soon underway and the singers enjoyed performing Evensong, 
together with an uplifting sermon from the Right Reverend 
Michael Colclough and the dedication of a new bible for the 
Mercers’ Chapel. 

Music Department 2019-2020
Compiled by GGH, Director of Music

Lower School Music 
Competition
The focus then moved to the Lower School. All pupils 
prepared their songs along with a medley of Elton John 
hits. Six finalists were selected from the Houses to perform 
for an audience of parents and our adjudicator Major Peter 
Clark, chose Isobel as his winner from a very talented field 
of performers. This was Isobel’s first entry and we were all 
delighted with her sparkling performance.

Whilst our musicians were preparing for concerts and 
recitals, back in the Department the new sound continued. 
There was a distinct South American flavour to the beat. 
People found themselves spontaneously needing to dance to 
the rhythms coming through the walls…

LSMC winner Isobel Fraher

Gathering for first Evensong

Mercers’ Hall service

LSMC winner Isobel Fraher
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Remembrance 
Service
After the half term break, we 
assembled for our annual service of 
Remembrance. It was the final time 
for us to be serenaded by Algernon 
Fooks on bagpipes and Tommy Gilbert 
performing Last Post. 

Jazz Night
This year we welcomed Tim Rabbit, 
currently principal trumpet for the 
National Youth Jazz Orchestra. Tim 
has played for our Musicals in the 
past so it was nice to welcome him as 
a soloist, along with Rob Oughton on 
Drums and Tom Ridout on saxophone 
and amazingly, recorder! The evening 
performance enabled many of our solo 
singers to sing pieces ranging from jazz 
classics to modern pop hits, accompanied 
by the band.

In other news… The Latin rhythm was 
now all-consuming. Any spare moment 
was taken up with learning complex 
interweaving melody and percussion 
parts. In The Heights was coming to 
Dauntsey’s!

Autumn Concert
The Autumn Concert was a collaborative 
affair between the Music, English and 
History Departments, celebrating 
the music of female composers from 
across the ages. We began with music 
from the 12th Century by one of the 
most influential musicians of her era, 
Hildegard of Bingen. The evening’s 
performances included music in a wide 
range of styles and from all musical 
genres. Senior Choir brought the formal 
element of the concert to a close with a 
delightful performance of Kate Rusby’s 
Underneath the Stars before we all joined 
forces for the Suffragette anthem to close 
the proceedings.

Barron Prize
Our Sixth form instrumentalists 
competed under the watchful eye of 
our adjudicator Nicola Meecham. The 
evening included superb performances 
of music by Beethoven, Liszt, Chopin, 
Finzi and Debussy. After careful 
consideration, Nicola awarded Angharad 
the prize for her performance on violin 
of the Rubbra’s Second Sonata and 
Kreisler’s Prelude and Allegro. Angharad 
achieved the unique status of being the 
only pupil ever to have won the Barron 
prize on two instruments, having taken 
the award last year on the saxophone.

Algernon Fooks

Jazz Night workshop

Autumn Concert

Barron Prize winner Anghard Harris
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Middle School 
Music Competition
This year’s Middle School Music 
Competition brought together a lovely 
group of musicians from all sections of 
bands and orchestras. Under the close 
eye of our adjudicator Rebecca Outram, 
violin, piano, guitar, saxophone, clarinet 
and trumpet players gathered for the 
evening’s performances. After careful 
consideration, Rebecca awarded the 
prize to Felix for his rendition of the 
Jean Hubeau Trumpet Sonata and Allan 
Street’s Rondino.

Dauntsey’s Female 
Voices
December brought us the fantastic 
news that the Female Voices Choir had 
qualified for the final of the Barnardo’s 
National Choir Competition in the 
Festival Hall in March. Everyone was 
excited by the prospect of competing 
again as the interim adjudication 
indicated we were strong contenders 
for the main award. Sadly, Coronavirus 
got in the way and we were unable to 
attend the final. Congratulations go to 
all choir members for their outstanding 
dedication when preparing for the entry. 
The adjudicators were very impressed 
and had been looking forward to us 
competing for one of the top awards.

In the Heights
In December, the Latin beat which had been seeping into all areas of the Department 
since September, finally broke free and came to the stage in the form of the amazing In 
the Heights production. The cast had spent the term getting to grips with the complex, 
intertwining vocal lines, the fusion of styles and the choreography to create the visual 
and auditory spectacle that Lyn Manuel Miranda envisaged when he created his semi-
autobiographical view of New York during his childhood.

CRJW will provide an overall review elsewhere in The Dauntseian, but I would like 
to give you a flavour of the instrumentalists’ role in the performance. The band 
contained both staff and our most advanced students. All had received the sheet music 
in October, but it was not until five days before the production opened that they came 
together as a band to rehearse. The task for the players seems simple: play accurately and 
in time for two hours each night. “Where is the challenge in that” I hear you cry? 

MSMC winner Felix Lailey

Dauntsey’s Female Voice Choir

In the Heights – full report in Drama section
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The View From The Pit
Night One: Players take their seats in the pit at 7.15, warm up 
and tune their instruments. They then check their headphones 
are working and that they can hear the conductor, the sound 
and lighting desk crew and the click track. 

All songs have to be played precisely in time with the click 
track because this show has samples of audio which are timed 
for specific places in the songs. If the band goes out of time, 
the singers won’t know where we are in a song and the whole 
show sounds rubbish. 

If you think you can play in time, here is a simple test: listen 
to a ticking clock then try and clap in time with it for a 
minute. Now imagine keeping this going for two hours. Oh 
by the way, every now and then the speed of the ticking will 
change and you have to keep up…. There are also occasions 
where the click stops all together mid song for a moment of 
dialogue whilst the band continues. At that point, watch 
the conductor to work out what the pulse is. Then off we go 
again. Simple! 

One more thing, some of you are playing more than one 
instrumental part so must switch from alto saxophone to 
tenor saxophone, or flute to piccolo. If you are a percussionist 
in this show, you have roughly twenty instruments to cope 
with. It is also dark but thankfully you have the equivalent  
of a large torch strapped to the top of your stand to light the 
way through the music.

Now repeat this on another four nights. And don’t forget 
your prep either, because normal school life carries on during 
the day.

A huge thank you goes out to all players, both pupils and 
adult musicians who gave so much to achieve a fantastic run 
of performances. See you at the next show!

Gilliat Prize
The Upper School Singing prize produced a beautiful concert 
given by seven singers of the highest order. They amazed us with 
their dexterity, including arias by Bach, Handel and Mozart before 
the singers turned to the art song repertoire where we heard  
music by Vaughan-Williams, Quilter and Walton to name but a 
few. Robert Rice was faced with a difficult decision, but eventually 
opted for Hermione with her superb performance of Bach’s  
Ich Wil Dir and Quilter’s Fear No More The Heat Of The Sun.

Rockfest
Our guitarists, singers, drummers and keyboard players 
assembled under the technical guidance of Mr Herring, Mr Silver, 
Mr Norden and Mr Asanovich on a Sunday in February for the 
final sound check before the annual Rockfest performances. 
Many groups had been rehearsing for months as they worked on a 
mixture of covers and original material. A full report appears later 
in this section.

Summer Term
Lockdown moved our music-making online into the world of 
virtual performances. The power of technology and the internet 
enabled us to create solo recitals, an ensemble concert and a staff 
collective performance of our school’s favourite hymn, Guide 
Me O Thou Great Redeemer. Thank you to all contributors who 
kept us going during the challenging summer term, with their 
enthusiasm and desire to maintain our tradition of performance 
at Dauntsey’s. 

I hope we are able to meet in person again very shortly in the 
forthcoming academic year to experience the enjoyment of group 
music-making. Until that day, please follow us through our 
School social media channels.

Gilliat Prize winner Hermione Owen Rockfest 2020
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Congratulations to all who performed, it was an excellent turn out with lots 
of clap-along moments and cheers.

This year’s competition was an extremely high standard, 14 bands competed 
split between Lower and Upper School with the resident staff band, PGE, 
rounding off the Lower School performance with an inspiring set.

Over 1000 votes were cast across four categories. The results were very tight 
across the board with only 2% between the top and second place in Overall 
Performance. 

Best overall band was the Painkillers, Freya won best solo and Apollo 7 won 
best dressed band. The Sixth form band Cosmic Lightshow delighted us with 
their own compositions, coming a close second in the competition. They 
have spent many hours in the studio, producing an album and can now be 
heard on Spotify and Soundcloud.

As always, Rockfest was a great way to hear all the music which usually is 
confined to the practice rooms. We only hope that next year’s show will reign 
as successful as previous years. 

A special thank you to Cosmic Lightshow who were the only band to play 
original material and came very close second in both Overall Performance 
and Best Band.

A big thank you to all who voted and special thanks to the staff and pupils 
who worked so hard to make this a very special event.

Rockfest 2020

“Outstanding moment of the show  
was when the crowd sang Bohemian 

Rhapsody whilst Kade was playing keys. 
Certainly got the crowd going!”

Rockfest audience member

Winners:

Best Band 
Painkillers

Best Solo or Duet
Freya

Best Dressed Band 
Apollo 7

Best Overall Performance 
Painkillers – You’ve Got The Love
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OLIVER FARNWORTH 

ANGHARAD HARRIS 

GEORGE WOODHEAD 
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Against all odds, Drama at Dauntsey’s continued to offer 
a broad and varied programme of events throughout the 
shortened year. In November, we enjoyed Living with Lady 
Macbeth directed by Mrs Rigby, followed closely by some 
excellent devised performances by the Upper Sixth who 
explored the work of Tim Burton and Kneehigh. 

All the while, pupils were rehearsing for the traditional 
December musical which this year was Lin Manuel Miranda’s 
In the Heights. This was Mr Walker’s first musical at Dauntsey’s 
and the 3000 members of the audience who came through were 
full of praise for the exciting production. 

In the new year, after more exam shows for GCSE pupils, 
we were challenged with the cold realities of life in Matthew 
Herring’s own Division. A stellar cast and fantastic design 
team alongside the fantastic writings of Mr Herring made 
for a dynamic performance. Our last pieces by the Upper 
Sixth tackled some huge issues with Adam Laws winning 

the Headmasters’ Prize for his sensational and terrifying 
performance in Extremities. 

Our final performance of the year (although we didn’t know 
it at the time) would be 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee, which, despite the hard work of the cast and director Miss 
Saville, could not be performed to an audience – though those 
fortunate enough to see it said it was fantastic! 

With Treasure Island and Hansel & Gretel sadly cancelled for 
this academic year, we hope to redouble our efforts in 2021 
to bring another jam-packed programme of events to our 
wonderful school community. 

I must close by thanking our tireless Tech Crew who have once 
again excelled themselves and make all our productions come to 
life in a professional and practical way. 

CRJW

Drama Overview
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The second studio play of the year was Living with Lady 
Macbeth by Rob John, a comedy centred around Lily, the 
definition of ‘the middle of the road’, and her discovery of 
Shakespeare’s character Lady Macbeth. An interesting play 
that was well produced, succeeding in being exceedingly funny, 
while the humour didn’t obscure the overall message.

The plot itself is about Lily (Aurelia Harris-Johnstone), a girl 
in the Lower Sixth, who is the most average person imaginable. 
Trained to be ‘nice’ by her painfully sexist and twee mother 
(Kiera Riordan) and consistently ignored by her perfect, 
annoyingly macho brother Alex (Max Owen), she spends her 
life blending in with her best friend Monica (Caitlin Clark) and 
nice-guy boyfriend Barry (Adam Laws). However, when she 
discovers the Shakespeare play, Macbeth, and that her school 
is doing a production of it, she sets her heart on playing Lady 
Macbeth (Tilly Heyden), who consistently coaxes her on via 
ethereal offstage singing. Coming into conflict with the acting 
clique (Katherine Mackenzie-Yates, Alice Robinson, Milly 
Morgan, Imi Arnold and Izzy Lane), a sea-monster like group 
never to be separated, and her horribly prejudiced teacher Ms 
Bevis (Pippy Abel), Lily eventually learns that not only does she 
have the confidence to be the star, but also that there are more 
things to life than being in the spotlight.

The show featured some fantastic acting, with the principle 
of exaggerated archetypes expertly mastered, as well as a real 
connection to the making of comedy. The innovative staging, 
designed by Carolyn Rigby, featured three blocks alone and 
allowed for an easy transition between the scenes, many of 
which nested together. A particular highlight was the hilarious 
yet meaningful dream sequence, featuring the ‘real’ Macbeth 
(Oli Harding) and two paid assassins (Ciaran Costin and 
Arthur Fitzgibbon). 

The staging united with the costumes, also designed and 
managed by Mrs Rigby, to the over all colour scheme of 
monochrome and red, creating an atmosphere of hidden danger 
throughout that masterfully reminded the audience of Lily’s 
character development. Carolyn Rigby was also the director, 
succeeding in every measure in uniting the cast, and keeping 
tabs on every actor; faultlessly ensuring that they were where 
they needed to be. A special mention must also be given to 
Aurelia and Caitlin for the demands this production took, both 
actors being offstage for only one minute for the entire play. 

The production was a resounding success, being hailed by 
many as “the best Studio production for years.” 

Kiera Riordan

Living with  
Lady MacBeth
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This year’s Christmas musical was a departure from Dauntsey’s 
usual repertoire. In the Heights, by Lin Manuel Miranda, 
is a diverse and difficult musical to produce. Set in the 
multicultural melting pot of Washington Heights in New 
York City. A slice-of-life musical, filled with energetic dance 
sequences and heart-felt numbers was a good end to the term. 

It was certainly challenging for a Wiltshire school to produce 
this musical, but the cast of 160 students did admirably. The 
wide range challenging of characters were portrayed well, 
especially with the foremost characters. Archie Mackinnon, 
as Usnavy, was dynamic and exuberant with his rapping, a 
skill that will be remembered by everyone who went, and the 
main lovers Oli Harding and Bea Watts, as Benny and Nina 
respectively, sang nicely together, really communicating their 
attachment through their voices in duets. Nina’s parents; 
Kevin and Camilla, played by Tom White and Izzy Lane; were 
excellent. They made the switch between comic relief and 
serious message with the speed of a train, as well as successfully 
creating the feeling of a long-standing relationship despite the 
pair’s young age. The other love story, between Usnavy and 
Vanessa, played by Freya Collington, was also well portrayed, 
with believable chemistry coming from the pair. Moreover, the 
unity between Vanessa and her co-workers, Daniela and Carla, 
was well done, with emotional moments portrayed by Freya not 
feeling out of place with the rest of the script. The hilarious hair 

salon workers themselves, Daniela and Carla, played by Aurelia 
Harris-Johnstone and Abi Baker, were well done, with good 
delivery and timing for some difficult comic lines. Their singing 
also gave a buzz to the show that worked well with the ethnic 
theming. Sonny, Usnavy’s younger brother, played by Ben 
McLean was also good, his young exuberance filling the stage in 
his scenes. Other characters, like Piragua girl, played by Carrie 
Kemper; Papi Roasrio, played by Tommy Gilbert; Grafitti Pete, 
played by Ollie Frost; Yolanda, played by Abi Baker and Mr 
Softee, played by Christopher Rafferty, were also well done, 
giving a colour to the background of the musical, simulating 
the dynamic setting.

Most of all, a special mention must be given to Tilly Heyden  
for her moving portrayal of Aubela Claudia. Her gorgeous 
singing voice was able to completely master her all-too-
short solo song, and was full backed up by her skills of facial 
expression and posture. This sequenced featuring the heart 
wrenching backstory of her character portrayed in dance by 
Jessie Romer-Lee and Esme Wall, and the perfect unity of 
staging, lighting and masterful acting created the best scene of 
the entire play.

The music, directed and conducted by GGH, was an optimistic 
ask, with a wide range of cultures displayed. However, 
you would not have been able to tell, with the music both 

In the Heights
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supporting vocals and shining in its own right throughout the 
production. In many places, the instrumentals really popped 
with the audience, and communicated the multicultural theme 
of the musical. Flutes were played by Helen Bourne and Terri 
Fosker; reeds by Angharad Harris, Emma Keller and Natalie 
Wu; trumpets by Tim Rabbitt and Felix Lailey; trombone 
by Joe Carnell and Ashley Nayler; guitar by Jon Barwood; 
percussion by Rhys Ponting and Chris Walker; and the 
keyboard by Helena Gascoyne and CB-L. 

The directing, by newly-arrived Director of Drama CRJW, 
was also a departure from previous shows. The staging was 
extensive and literal, allowing for a deeper immersion into the 
musical, with the dramatic brick background leaving a nice 
aesthetic on stage. The use of trucks, like the hair salon, really 
gave a sense of direction to each scene, and isolated them into 
their own moment in time. Moreover, the dance sequences 
left the stage groaning under the number of children, leading 
to energetic dance routines almost exploding off the stage. All 
credit must be given to EJW for the dramatic choreography, 
which was just as energetic as the rest of the show. The lighting, 
designed by Mr Herring and fulfilled by Dan Bassnett, Theo 
Nellis and Nadim Searight, was excellent, making the play 
run more smoothly and comfortably, the use of colours really 
highlighting and creating the emotions of each scene. 

The show was well received, David Simpson saying that it was 
“the best show I’ve ever seen”. Other reviewers commented that 
it was “mind-blowingly good by an enormous cast & orchestra! 
Such a depth of singing, acting & dancing talent. Spontaneous” 
as well as an “inspiring, compelling production of storytelling 
through song, dance, acting, music, sound, lights and action.”

CRJW himself commented that “Our young cast (over 160 
strong), dancers, musicians, stage team and technical crew 
have worked intensely for 10 short weeks to make this a 
simply extraordinary experience for audiences and pupils. 
Dauntsey’s have once again raised the bar for what is possible 
for school productions. Taking on this hugely complex show 
was a mountain to climb and the young people and staff truly 
scaled the peak. This show was as close to the west end show 
as possible. We were fortunate enough to have the wisdom and 
guidance of Jimmy Norden (Drums, Original West End Cast) 
and Cleve September (Original West End Cast of ITH and 
Hamilton) to help work with the pupils to achieve the excellent 
results. And we received well wishes from Chris Jackson and 
Anthony Ramos (Original Broadway Cast) via twitter. A truly 
special show and an unforgettable experience.”

Kiera Riordan
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Division
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This was the third and final play in Matthew Herring’s Dusk 
trilogy which started in 2016, followed by Datum in 2017 and 
now four years since it all kicked off finished with Division in 
2020 (which also became the last play to be performed to the 
general public before COVID-19 altered everything).

As with its predecessors, Division explores the themes of love, 
secrets and family bonds, this time focused on three brothers 
(Joe, Luke and Mark) and their widowed mother, played with 
great sensitivity by Gemma Harvey. The brothers already 
endure a fractious relationship which is mostly caused by the 
black sheep of the family Luke (Archie Mackinnon bringing 
a welcome comic touch to this often-dark play) and his 
gambling problems. Things come to a head when Joe (a sweet 
and touching performance by Tommy Gilbert) falls in love 
with Myles (Ed Morgan), who is not all that he seems. This 
prompts a chain reaction of events leading Mark (Oli Harding 
who brought great depth to his performance in his final school 
production) to question his beliefs and who he really is. 

The tragic end sequence required the set from the original Dusk 
production to be converted into a large water tank, work which 
was flawlessly carried out by Kenneth Ng – not a drop was 
spilt despite containing almost two tons of water! In her debut 
Dauntsey’s performance Fran Magnasco brought the role of 
Mark’s wife, Serafina, to life with a fiery performance, leaving 
us with no doubt of who was in charge of that relationship! 
Elle Walker, Annie Hourahane and Caitlin Clark completed 
the cast and who all brought life and energy to the piece 
especially during the choreographed sequences that are a 
signature of Herring’s plays.

Music for the play was heavily inspired by the German indie-
pop band Von Wegen Lisbeth which brought an upbeat funky 
edge tone, along with works by Kodaline, Barns Courtney, 
et al. The final song which brings the trilogy to an end 
however was an original; written and sung by Oli Harding 
and recorded by Callum Marshall the song Gone, hauntingly 
underscored the last scene as we watched Mark walk out to sea. 
The production was atmospherically lit by Dan Basnett with 
Ed Bourlet on sound.

Division was an emotional rollercoaster and credit goes to the 
fine cast and crew who brought this challenging play to life. It 
is a show that people will remember for a long time afterwards.

MH
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The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, whilst never 
officially performed, was an innovative project. The first all year 
group studio Musical; the process was a complex, yet highly 
enjoyable one. 

Our three First Form pupils (Isobel Fraher, Archie Hubbard 
and Lulu Hibbert), were thrown in at the deep end working 
alongside those with a great deal of experience. Upper Sixth-
Former Tilly Heyden led the way as host of the Bee, Rona Lisa 
Peretti, and throughout the development of the show she, along 
with the other upper school cast, helped guide and nurture the 
younger pupils. 

Musically led by Rhys Ponting, Spelling Bee gave an opportunity 
for individuals to shine in a guided and supportive environment 
and enjoy working on a show with no deep meaning or thought-
provoking topic... just pure fun. 

Whilst we didn’t get to reap the full rewards, the coronavirus-
related setbacks highlighted just how mature our pupils are,  
and I am incredibly grateful to have worked with them: their 
future is bright.

CES 

Spelling Bee
Cancelled due to coronavirus outbreak

“Spelling Bee gave an 
opportunity for individuals 

to shine in a guided and 
supportive environment.”
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REALITY TV
Ah OK, so I see that reality TV has been with you:
It is the deliverer of triteness and it comes
In a shape no bigger than an iPhone
In the hand of a politician,
Powered by a team of gigabytes
Through society as they lie asleep
Its sweet ride is a Gucci handbag
Made by the underpaid migrants or children
From bygone days the engineers toiled;
The SIM cards made of slithers of silicon
Its traces in the depths of the world-wide web,
The data streams without adaptors
Swiftly riding the virtual sphere
On-top an invisible cloud of cool air
Invisible to the naked eye, inaudible to the ear
A vision of code from an ingenious architect
And in this state, it sprints, hour by hour,
Through the dreams of adolescents, that dream of Fortnite,
Over twenty-somethings hearts as they dream of fame,
Over TV producers’ fingers who straight dream of viewers
Over tweens minds who straight on tweets and likes dream,
Which often reality TV corrupts and misleads
Because its streaming of gratification is tainted
Sometimes it flows through the thoughts of young men,
And then they dream of artificial temptresses;
And sometimes it comes with expense
Tickling the fancy of a daydreaming starlet
Then she dreams of Hollywood and fame.
Sometimes it drives through the conversation of housewives
And then they dream of dancing with alluring lotharios
Of competition, judges, scores of ten,
Of partaking in celebratory toasts and canapés
And then being nervous and terrified at the gaze of an audience
Waking in shock and then swearing a prayer or two, 
And sleeps again.  That is reality TV
That makes the extended locks of the young,  
knot and twist in the night,
And scorn those who warn against such fakery
Who only serve to safeguard the mental well-being of the youth
This is the bait, when girls are lured into self-deprecation
That creates doubt in self-esteem and learns them first to sturdiness
Making them women of self-determination.
This is Reality TV.

TIANA GRINDLAY

HATTIE EDWARDS 

LUCY TALBOT 
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 JESS NICOL
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 GEORGE WOODHEAD 

MILLIE THOMPSON 

 JENNA TATHAM 
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SHIRLEY LAM 

ANNELIES NICHOLSON 

ANGHARAD HARRIS 
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RETURNING
As she walked up the driveway, she caught a strong whiff of familiarity which almost bowled her over. Of course, 
she had always meant to go back to the house, but one busy summer had led to another and now here she stood, 
a woman mellowed by time. She had not been back here since her adolescence, but it was like stepping right back 
into those callow years of insecurity and misjudgement, feeling just as daunted by the resonating emotions of 
jurisdiction which she so intrinsically associated with this residence.

The first detail that was awry from her precise recollection, was the crudely unkempt lawn and, beside it, the once 
wide array of vibrant blooms which were now brown and crisp, having lost their colour some time ago to the arid 
air. She paused momentarily to watch a fragment of a petal fall like dismal confetti; like her, it had lost its joy, as well 
as its fortitude. She couldn’t help but wonder if she had taken the higher moral ground, perhaps, she would have 
been back here earlier and in better circumstances. Engrossed by this spiralling trail of thoughts, she almost missed 
the first of the thick stone slabs which she would need to ascend in order to reach the heavy, faded claret door.

 Opening the door required a considerable amount of effort. She fiddled with the clasp only to find it useless 
in the process of unlocking the door. She ran her fingertips over the smooth, spherical knob that she knew had 
never gained much use; she recalled how the door had always been propped open, so as to welcome in friends and 
neighbours. She half expected to arrive to find the door inviting her warmly inside, despite already knowing that 
this would not be the case. For now, there was nobody to leave the door carelessly unlocked. The house’s lack of 
residents felt unnatural; no one came out to greet her, no hearty embrace; instead, just an unearthly silence that 
only served to accentuate the absence of those who had held such a stimulating presence in her formative years.

As she tentatively stepped inside, her feet skidded and squeaked with each interaction on the unyielding oak 
panel flooring. Tender childhood memories and the reality of the present moment fused together to form a great 
anti-climax. The interior was exactly the same as she had recalled it. In the centre of the room, a collection of 
upholstered armchairs stood equitably aligned. A great number of stitches had come loose, protruding out in all 
directions, like the hairs of an animal on its guard. This reminded her that despite the strong sense of familiarity, 
many years had passed since the last time she had been there. Had the residents been there to witness this 
encounter, they would have thought she was a stranger. To the far-right wall of the open room stood the ridged 
bookcase housing a dense collection of worn classic novels that had always been, for as long as she could remember, 
decidedly more a part of the décor rather than serving any practical purpose. The pleasant aroma of flowers was 
firmly engrained in the abode; this may have been due to the abundance of floral arrangements which had been 
delivered to the house recently. The woman contemplated the irony of something so exquisite being given at a time 
of such anguish.

She paused midway through the room and stared at the thick cover of dust which had accumulated over the great 
French windows, forming a barricade of grime on the glass, giving the room a subdued feeling. She stopped. 
Throughout the air, tiny specks of dust swam through the space surrounding her. Watching these particles 
circulate slowed her breath as she was mesmerized by their nonchalant drifting. The peace enveloped her; making 
the ticking of the distant clock seem to slow.

In front of her stood a mahogany dining table and chairs; a fine piece of craftsmanship, unaltered by time. The 
chairs which had been placed with care under the table brought back memories of times shared there. Now, there 
was no one sitting at the table. Nor would they ever return to sit there. The true realisation swept over her. Why had 
she been so selfish? So stubborn? She felt the full weight of guilt in her stomach and a cool, single droplet slid down 
her cheek. The years she had mistaken for freedom, she now realised could never be relived. She pulled out one of 
the chairs and sat down for a while at the empty table. She was truly alone. The house was silent.

ANNABELLE DORNAN
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I CAN’T BREATHE
There is no need for violence 
There is no need for pain 
There is no need for suffering  
Yet it all happens again and again  
Murder and fighting against black’s name  
For all those police listening here please stop  
and take a moment to think. 
You are not the one watching  
your 14-year-old son being beaten to bone  
You are not the one being punched  
You are not the one being thrown  
You are not the one pleading these words 
“I can’t breathe” 
“I can’t breathe” 
So stop and think, is what you’re doing right? 
Because if so, get down on the ground  
and be beaten to skin and bone  
Get down on the ground and cry  
for death to come and stop the pain 
I hope you thought and are not the same because  
There is no need for violence 
There is no need for pain 
There is no need for suffering  
Yet it all happens again and again  
Murder and fighting against black’s name.

ISLA HARRIS

FLOSSIE BALL 

 GEORGE WOODHEAD 
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 OLLY GOMPELS 
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MADDY GINGER 

LUCY CROMPTON 

LILY COOPER 
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BLACK LIVES MATTER
What is the point in creating pain.
Do you feel any comfort?
Do you feel any shame?
Is there something in your head,
That tells you it’s right.
That black people violate,
The rules of the white.
Do you feel any joy of them living in fear,
Tucked away every day,
Every month, every year,
If you think I am wrong,
Get down on the floor.
Beg for mercy, freedom and more.
“I can’t breathe”
“I can’t breathe”
Are the words you will say,
And you wonder if you’ll even last
For another day.
So stop the madness.
Stop trying to fight.
Stop creating darkness,
Where there should be light.

SIMI BHASIN

 SOFIA RUBINCHIK 

 HENRY PARKES 
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123

Creative

 FREYA PUNTON

 LILY WATHERSTON

 RYAN SHAO





Sport



126

First XV
P 13      W 10      L 2      D 1

The First XV came into the season with high expectations 
to maintain from the successes of the two previous and got 
their campaign off well. A 22-3 away win at King’s Bruton 
saw patterns played well, with Wilf Fitzgibbon and Olly Cons 
getting on the score sheet. The following week saw one of the 
toughest fixtures of the season against Bryanston, the previous 
encounters proved to be tight affairs and this one followed suit 
as with minutes left Dauntsey’s were down; however a last kick 
of the game penalty from Tom Lewis meant a win ending 21-
18, being one of the highlights of the season.

The winning streak continued with a 24-14 result over KES 
Bath as Kit Major and Henry Smith scored well-worked 
tries. Despite a mediocre performance the squad bounced 
back in training, as the next match was a local rivalry against 
Marlborough College in the first round of the NatWest Cup. 
The game saw an immense crowd at home, this was matched 
by an incredible performance with break-away tries from Rory 
Case and Matt Bark-Churchill, as the game ended 35-21 with 
Dauntsey’s going through to the next round. KES Southampton 
were next, and a long trip didn’t affect the side – doubles from 
Jordan Hills and Will Hodgson sealed a 61-14 victory. 

The next round of the NatWest cup brought Abingdon to 
Dauntsey’s. The home side looked the better team, however 

poor game management meant the scoreboard remained close, 
and with minutes remaining Abingdon kicked a penalty to win 
the game 18-15. Despite this heart-wrenching loss, the squad 
showed a strong mentality by putting in a solid performance in 
miserable conditions against Pangbourne away. In a forwards 
scrap Wilf Fitzgibbon tumbled his way over the line in a game 
which he stood out in. A ‘pick and go’ game left space out wide, 
and with confidence a cross-field kick found itself to Harry 
Pullan who danced his way over the line; the game finished 
with a win for Dauntsey’s 22-14. 

The following Saturday in better conditions allowed patterns 
to be played perfectly at home as the side put in a dominant 
performance where Marcus Howard scored a hat-trick in a 
47-0 triumph over Prior Park. Confidence was taken into the 
next match against an old-adversary: Bishop Wordsworth’s. 
A scrappy, passionate game saw mistakes from both sides, and 
ex-Bishops pupil Rory Case capitalised as he scored two against 
his old side. Despite this, it wasn’t enough for the win as a late 
Bishop’s try meant the game would end in a disappointing 20-
20 draw. 

Next up was a trip to windy Lansdown where the opposition 
was a good Kingswood team. A strong performance in the  
first half, with a barrelling run from George Sherwood and a 
set-piece try was enough to win the game, as good defence  
in the second half saw Dauntsey’s hold out for a solid 23-12 
result. An abnormal fixture was next in which Dauntsey’s  
would face Canford and Downside in 20-minute games.  

The Dauntseian 2019-2020 Sport
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First was Canford: Dauntsey’s looked to 
be on top with two tries from Rory Case, 
but once again poor game management 
cost the match; a last play of the game try 
meant another frustrating late game loss 
finishing 14-12. Heading into the second 
game meant a fast rebound was needed. 
A good start occurred when a cross-field 
kick led to Will Nichol crossing the white 
wash, but fatigue settled in and a lapse 
of concentration meant two loose tries 
were conceded. This seemed to wake 
Dauntsey’s up as they instantly moved 
our way up the field, playing some of the 
best rugby all season. Simple hands saw a 
fantastic team try finished off by Jordan 
Hills as we grabbed a 14-12 win. 

Coming to the final game of the season 
the squad wanted to finish well, in which 
they did with a 29-0 win over Lord 
Wandsworth College. Some wonderful 
backs play saw tries scored out wide, as 
well as a lineout move in which Ollie 
Reeve steam-rolled himself over the line. 
A great end to the season, and thanks to 
MJO for his coaching. 

Tom Lewis

Squad: Tom Lewis (C), Wilf Fitzgibbon 
(VC), Rory Case, Kit Major, Jordan 
Hills, Charlie Payne, Olly Cons, George 
Sherwood, Harry Pullan, Ollie Reeve, 
Will Hodgson, Will Nichol, Finn Smith, 
Henry Smith, Archie Dean-Evans, Tom 
Ahl.

Second XV
P 11      W 7      L 4      D 0

Following a good previous year, the 
Second XV looked to improve and build 
with some of the players from last year 
and an influx of Lower Sixth players.

The season started with a disappointing 
narrow loss to King’s Bruton. A 
converted try from King’s being the 
difference in a 10-17 score line. We found 
it hard to get back into the game after a 
long injury stoppage time, however, tries 
from Oli Harding and Tom Lampard-
Vail showed promise for the remainder 
of the matches. Next up we faced a very 
strong Bryanston team. We failed to 
work our way into the match and ended 
up scoreless, 0-27. There were positives 

from the match however, as the team 
started to play with more fluidity and we 
started playing with a better structured 
game plan for attack and defence. KES 
Bath was our next match and tries from 
Harding, Guy Harmer and Ben Eccles 
helped us run away to a 29-19 win. 
Our season picked up momentum just 
before half term, beating Sexey’s Bruton 
by a large margin 65-0 with tries from 
Harding, Alex Clothier, Jessie Allinson-
James, Lampard-Vail and hat tricks from 
Jos Ferguson and Eccles. The match was 
filled with great individual and team 
efforts. Another big win came when we 
travelled to Pangbourne, where Harding 
and Allinson-James continued their 
scoring habit with others also chipping 
in. Tommy Gilbert scored a season’s first 
try after collecting a kick on halfway and 
scoring in the corner after a great solo 
effort, to finish the game, 48-0.

After half term, we travelled to a strong 
Bishops team, with tries from Hugo 
White and Matt Bark-Churchill keeping 
us level until a Bishop’s penalty in extra 
time handed Bishops a narrow, 13-10 
win. We then headed to Kingswood, 
and after a slow first half we put together 
a more structured second half, with 
Ferguson and White adding to their tries 
totals for the season, we came out with 
a good win on the road 26-13. Next, 
we played Sherborne in a well-fought 
contest, with a hat-trick from Ferguson 
sealing an intense down to the wire win, 
17-12. We then travelled to Canford for 
a round robin tournament. After a slow 
start against Canford, in combination 
with the shorter game which kept us 
from getting into our stride, we fell to 

a 12-0 loss. We then played Downside 
straight after and with a quick start 
and Gilbert’s solo effort earning us a 
comfortable 12-5 win. Our last match of 
the season was at home against a strong 
Lords Wandsworth’s team. After trailing 
for most of the match, Femi Akinbobola 
was able to score to put us in front with 
10 minutes to go. A huge defensive effort 
from the whole team sealed a 22-17 win, 
a fitting way to finish a successful season.

Alex Clothier’s work throughout the 
season didn’t go unnoticed as he was 
deservedly awarded Player of the Season 
from the coaches, AJL and NCL. His 
strong tackling and ball carrying was 
critical in many of the team’s successful 
outings. And a congratulations to Alex, 
Luca Cox, Oliver Harding, Guy Harmer 
& Jos Ferguson for earning team colours.

Finally, I would like to thank AJL and 
NCL for their enthusiasm and helping 
the team to grow throughout the season. 
Under their guidance the Second XV was 
able to not just have a good season, but a 
very successful season where the whole 
squad enjoyed their rugby.

Luca Cox

Squad: Rob Herrett, Josh Duckworth, 
Max Mosely, Jessie Allinson-James, Alex 
Clothier, Matt Large, Calum Marshall, 
Guy Harmer (VC), Bear Paris, Oliver 
Harding, Jack Grant, Luca Cox (C) 
Hugo White, Tom Lampard-Vail, Will 
Morris, Jos Ferguson, Femi Akinbobola, 
Tommy Gilbert, Josh Mallinson.
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Third XV
P 10      W 7      L 3      D 0

The mighty Third XV began their season 
with an away fixture against King’s 
Bruton. The game saw a huge squad 
deployed which gave the lads a chance 
to lay down a marker for the season and 
stake a claim for future selection. Despite 
playing on a pitch with a slope that gave 
you vertigo, Dauntsey’s duly dispatched 
the opposition 28-14 with the pack laying 
down the foundations for the backs to 
play with quick ball. 

Next up was Kingswood Third XV, 
and despite a spirited performance, 
in defence, the opposition proved too 
strong and ran away. There were notable 
performances however from Seb Noble 
who was a menace in the loose as well as 
Chris Clothier who failed to miss a tackle 
and put his body on the line throughout. 
The team responded superbly to this loss 
and after some focused training sessions 
and playing at a much higher intensity, 
the boys went on to win their next match 
against Bryanston as well as a closely 
contested derby match against Bishop 
Wordsworth’s School on home soil. 

The team then travelled away to 
Sherborne School and despite seeming 
the better team on paper, the hostile 
crowd and occasion proved to be too 
much. Despite a fantastic display by 
Rob Herrett, scoring a brace, too many 
basic errors saw Dauntsey’s gift the 
opposition two tries and they ended 
the match on the wrong side of a 14-12 
score line. A further two wins followed 
the disappointing loss, however, which 
saw the team comfortably overcoming 
Prior Park college before absolutely 
taking Bishop Wordsworth’s apart in 
the reverse fixture, away from home. 
Rarely have the coaching set up of the 
Third XV witnessed an individual 
performance to match that of Roly 
Glover that afternoon. A simply inspired 
performance saw the Dauntsey’s fly half 
dominate proceedings and allowed the 
team to run riot in a 64-0 win. Scorers 
appeared from all over the pitch, but 
nothing matched a fine dot down by Hal 
West following a slick back line move 
which culminated in Roly dazzling the 
defence with some accurate handling 
before slicing through a gap to set Hal 
on his way. A victory which will be 
remembered for a while to come. 

Unfortunately, the following week, 
Marlborough College had not read the 
script and, taking on their Third XV 
for the first time in a long time, the 
Dauntsey’s side had no answer for their 
attacking prowess and forward power. 
The opposition took a deserved win, but 
comment should be made to the whole 
squad for fronting up throughout the 
match, led by captain Ollie Illingworth. 

The final two fixtures of the season 
saw the team take revenge on both 
Kingswood and Sherborne, winning 
29-5 and 20-5 respectively. 

Thanks must go to THB who helped 
train the team, tirelessly coming up 
with new and effective ideas to keep the 
large squad motivated and fit. Thanks 
also to Ollie Illingworth and the rest of 
the upper sixth boys for all your efforts 
throughout the season- you have set the 
standard for next year’s Upper Sixth.

CDJT

Squad: Jack Butler, Ciaran Costin, Chris 
Clothier, Dan Gordon, Algie Fooks, 
Tom Galloway, Roly Glover, Oliver 
Illingworth (C), Scott Johnson, Ben 
Jones, Benedict Kinder, Ryan Morris, 
Max Moseley, Sebbie Noble, Max Owen, 
Seb Parry, Toby Salisbury, Will Tabor, 
Luke Webb, Hal Wes, Alden Wong.

Colts A
P 12      W 5      L 7      D 0

The Colts A team began with pre-season 
training focused around defensive 
organisation and the development of 
a flexible set of attacking structures. It 
was good to see the team put these into 
practice in our first two fixtures against 
King’s Bruton and Bryanston. Against 
King’s Bruton, Charles Evans and Archie 
Hughes made a good start to the season 
and our performance against Bryanston 
was pleasing, with Edward George, 
Daniel Wood and Jago West carrying the 
ball particularly effectively and Noah 
Reay and Ollie Jones impressing with 
their cover tackling.

As our organisation began to improve, 
we were able to focus on our contact 
skills in both defence and attack and 
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this was evident when we went away to 
KES Bath. The intensity and control 
shown by the Dauntsey’s players was 
impressive against a bigger, more 
physical team and it was good to see the 
commitment from the boys, as well as 
the quick improvements they were able 
to make after some focussed practice. 
Michael Crisp and Toby Mallinson 
impressed with their physicality, as did 
Kai Matsumoto-Prouten with his tactical 
kicking.

Our attacking game and continuity was 
most prevalent in the next two matches 
against Sexey’s School, Bruton and King 
Edward VII School, Southampton. 
Edward George, Toby Mallinson and 
Oliver Darlington carried well again 
and the backs got in on the action also, 
with Toby Zino, Angus Sherwood, 
Noah Reay and Ollie Culley also looking 
dangerous. Perhaps more importantly, 
our support play, rucking and offload 
game was beginning to take shape and 
Oakley Gompels, Matthew Logan 
and Harry MacMullen made strong 
contributions in these areas.

We were required to show our resilience 
against a strong Pangbourne College 

side in our next fixture and I was pleased 
to see the unity and togetherness of the 
squad as well as its fighting spirit. Tom 
Cook marshalled the pack particularly 
well and Toby Thomas and Charlie 
Murphy were tireless contributors in 
both defence and attack. Maintenance 
of possession and identification of space 
were the keys in our final fixture of the 
first half of term, at home against Prior 
Park College and William Hyde and Kai 
Matsumoto-Prouten led us in this regard. 

We returned from half term and went 
straight into two of our most challenging 
fixtures of the term. Against both Bishop 
Wordworth’s School and Kingswood 
School, our defensive metal was tested 
time and again. Ollie Jones, Toby 
Thomas and Oakley Gompels again 
showed what they were made of, putting 
in strong physical performances in these 
matches.

Our penultimate fixture of the term was 
a triangular against both Downside and 
Canford. We were required to show both 
our attacking and defensive attributes 
and particularly our ability to transition 
between the two. Oliver Darlington, 
William Hyde, Angus Sherwood 

and Charlie Murphy all contributed 
significantly on both sides of the ball.

We finished the season with an away 
trip to Lord Wandsworth College. Our 
contact skills were the foundations of 
our successful phases of play and setting 
the tone were Oliver Darlington, Edward 
George and Toby Mallinson again.

I would like to thank the entire squad 
for their attitude and effort throughout 
the term as well as for making each 
training session and match an enjoyable 
experience; I wish them all luck for their 
rugby in the future.

DAF

Squad: Tom Cook, Michael Crisp, 
Ollie Culley, Oliver Darlington, 
Charles Evans, Edward George, Oakley 
Gompels, Archie Hughes, William 
Hyde, Ollie Jones, Matthew Logan, 
Harry MacMullen, Toby Mallinson, Kai 
Matsumoto-Prouten, Charlie Murphy, 
Noah Reay, Angus Sherwood, Toby 
Thomas, Jago West, Daniel Wood,  
Toby Zino.
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U15A
P 13      W 3      L 10      D 0

The season began with great promise. 
King’s Bruton were given no time in 
their attack as Dauntsey’s defensive line 
pressed hard, forcing errors and winning 
turn overs. In attack we were direct 
and displayed great handling, scoring 
three first half tries. A more even second 
half with one try a piece resulted in a 
pleasing 20-5 win to kick off the season. 
Bryanston and KES Bath posed tougher 
tests and in both fixtures we suffered 
heavy defeats. However, the attitude 
within the team remained incredibly 
positive and at no point did the players 
give up or take a backward step; a quality 
observed and commented on by the 
Headmaster of Bryanston School.

A midweek fixture against Lavington 
School offered a more competitive 
contest. The impact of two heavy defeats 
had dented the side’s confidence in 
attack and half time arrived with a 5-22 
deficit. Nevertheless, the team gradually 
fought their way back into the contest, 
defending tremendously on our own try 
line before going the length of the pitch 
to score. Confidence grew once more, 
realising the game could be won. Two 
further tries brought the scores level 
and ensured a lively final five minutes. 
Dauntsey’s were able to score once 
more to take the win 29-22. Despite 
this spirited second half, we began the 
game against King Edward VI School, 
Southampton half asleep, slipping off 
tackles and conceding three tries in the 
first 15 minutes; the omens were not 
good. However, the remainder of the 

game was highly competitive and even, 
with a final score of 5-27. Unfortunately, 
two poor games followed away to 
Pangbourne College and Monkton 
Combe. Whilst there was no significant 
gap in ability between the sides, our 
mental belief was lacking.

Playing Prior Park in the final weekend 
before half term seemed one step too far; 
an eighth game in seven weeks. However, 
for the first time since King’s Bruton 
we began the game strongly, pressed 
hard in defence and dominated much 
of the game. Leading 5-0 at half time 
and for much of the second half, it was 
incredibly frustrating to concede two 
late tries and lose a game that the team so 
deserved to win. Tim Hook, Leo Ring 
and Sam Wroath deserve a mention for 
their energy levels and competitiveness to 
make every tackle.

Sadly, the team was unable to replicate 
this level during the first two games after 
half term against Bishop Wordsworth’s 
School (0-48) and Kingswood School 
(7-38). A competitive triangular 
tournament ended with a win against 
Downside School 10-0 and a loss to 
Canford 14-24. The final game of the 
season against Lord Wandsworth College 
ended in a final loss 10-36.

Throughout the season, injuries had a 
significant impact on the continuity of 
selection but offered great opportunity 
for a wide number of players. This 
resulted in some adapting to new 
positions and being given the chance 
to play A team rugby that they may not 
have otherwise experienced. Particular 
mentions go to Jack Campbell who, as 

captain, led by example, never shying 
away from a tackle; Will Wrench, ever 
present in the front row, competed hard 
in the breakdowns; Leo Ring’s endless 
energy and desire to carry the ball 
forward; and Sam Wroath, in his first full 
season of rugby has made tremendous 
progress.

DAJB

Squad: Jack Campbell (C), Oliver 
Durrant, Oscar Hennessy Leach, 
Joe Wickenden, Freddie Butler, Ed 
Rushworth, Ben McLean, William 
Clover, Monty Viant, Charlie Hodgson, 
Sam Gardner, Freddie Riley, William 
Wrench, Tom Spencer, Hugh Marshall, 
Sam Waterworth, Wilbur Middleton, 
Will Ridge, Tim Hook, Ed Tabor, Leo 
Ring, Sam Came, Sam Wroath.

U15B
P 8      W 4      L 4      D 0

Our first game of the season was against 
Bryanston school, we started the season 
of well by winning 31-24 in a fiercely 
contested battle. We held our resolve 
during the match after the opposition 
brought some real physicality to the 
contact area. In the end the match was 
won as in the final moments of the game, 
the opposition dropped the ball over the 
line which would have tie the scored and 
therefore the game. After a tough close 
match against KES Bath, we lost by 2 
points. Although this was disappointing, 
the team took the positives away and 
attributed the loss to a couple of quick 
breakaway try’s from the back of the 
scrum which allowed KES to secure the 
victory. 

After a mixed September, the U15B’s lost 
to KES Southampton with two of the 
key forwards injured early in the game. 
This meant that the team had lost its 
forward momentum and the boys found 
it difficult to get into the game. Next 
up a long coach journey to Pangbourne 
awaited the team. They where rearing to 
go, scoring in the first 5 minutes and the 
boys were able to keep their momentum 
cementing their lead. The team were 
back to winning ways as the came 
away 45-17 victors. This was followed 
by a strong victory against Prior Park 
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College where the forwards pack where 
unmatched in all areas, reaching the 
5-meter line with nearly every phase. The 
next game too the U15B’s to Kingswood 
where they started slow. Their first half 
performance allowed the Kingswood 
boys to build a solid first half lead. The 
Dauntseys boys regrouped in the second 
half coming back strongly to scoring 
multiple times in quick succession. 
However, the clock was not of their side 
and Kingswood ran away 47-22 winners.

The final match of the season was against 
Canford and unlike all other teams the 
U15B’s where only able to play them 
once. Knowing this, the boys put all 
their effort into this game, however the 
team were not able to get the result they 
wanted. After a bad start against a very 
well organised team Canford put the 
boys to the sword from minute one. 
After a long and hard game with some 
exceptional play from the opposition, 
the boys one break away opportunity to 
score was blown as the Canford defender 
managed to get back and make the tackle 
just meters from the line. In hindsight 
the boys where beaten by a very good 
team and where unfortunate to end our 
season this way. 

NCL

Squad: Chris Rafferty, Charlie Jewell, 
Caspar Thurston-Smith, James Pratt, 
Denis Zhang, Fergus Chung, Harry 
Philpot, Jorge Chamberlain, Archie 
Lang, Charlie Owen, Oliver Bagnall, 
Fraser Hyslop, Aren Welton, Kade 
Sunderland, Finn Del Mar, Alex 
Robinson, Max Minoudis, Rocco 
Pountney, Myles Anderson, Benji Moon, 
William Gardner, Oliver Ager. 

U14A
P 12      W 5      L 7      D 0

With a good set of results in the Second 
Form, the season ahead was full of 
potential for the U14A’s. First up was 
King’s Bruton away and without a 
training session under their belts the 
team came out of the blocks flying. The 
team looked assured, piecing together 
some well worked tries in each quarter 
of the game. The match finished 63-0 
with the season off to a brilliant start. 

The following week saw the team host 
Bryanston College at home. This was a 
tougher test for the boys who showed 
some excellent work in defence as the 
spirited opposition never gave up. 
Fortunately, some creative attacking play 
and some sloppy defending by Bryanston 
meant the team came away victors 
winning 38-24. Two weeks into term and 
the U14A’s were two from two. 

However, the next two fixtures proved 
to be significantly tougher. The team 
travelled away to notoriously strong KES 
Bath where a few lessons were learnt. 
Having led the game 7-10 for a good 
period of time, the Dauntsey’s boys 
switched off in the heat and allowed 
KES to score three quick tries from 
their own half. This opened the flood 
gates and the U14As suffered their first 
defeat of the season 56-15. This was 
followed by a devastating home loss 
to KES Southampton. Due to some 
poor tackling on a particularly speedy 
opposition, King Edward’s scored three 
tries in the first 15 minutes to lead by 
21 points. The boys managed to claw 
their way back into the game but it was 
too little too late as they went on to lose 
17-28. 

Our next game really showed off the 
team’s potential. After losing two games 
in a row, the team clearly wanted to make 
up for some poor performances. The 
U14A’s hosted Pangbourne and truly 
took them to pieces. In a truly fantastic 
performance; the team ran away 43-5 
winners and could have had more points 
if the game wasn’t called a few minutes 
early due to a torrential downpour. 
Unfortunately, our next game could 
possibly have been the most frustrating 
game of rugby ever witnessed. The boys 
travelled to Prior Park and were in for 
a real battle. In a game that produced 
little chances, Prior Park managed 
to take theirs and won the game 8-0. 
Credit to their effective defensive line 
and technically sound tackling, the 
Dauntsey’s boys struggled to register any 
points in a game that they dominated. 
They did however score two tries, only 
for the referee to disallow both of them 
as he was unable to see the grounding.

Next up was touring side Princethorpe 
College. In a hotly contested battle on 
the First XV pitch, the boys romped 
home 31-15 having put in one of the 
performances of the season. This fixture 

was followed by what was the result 
of the season. This came in the form 
of a win against local rivals Bishop 
Wordsworth’s School. The boys came 
out firing and with a win earlier in the 
week had the taste for scoring tries. At 
the final whilst Dauntsey’s had scored 
31 points and conceded 0, with plenty 
of smiles around the group: this clearly 
meant a lot.

Unfortunately, from here on the results 
did not reflect the performances that 
the team put in. With disappointing 
losses to Kingswood (31-26), Canford 
& Downside in a triangular (17-0 & 
19-5) and Lord Wandsworth College 
(50-12). However, with more consistent 
performances and a little bit of teenage 
maturation, this group of very talented 
boys will be well worth keeping an eye on 
in the future. 

NCL

Squad: Tom Gates, Tom Stevenson, Jack 
Wharton, Monty Woodward, George 
Vincent, Harry Butterworth, Thomas 
Milton, Samuel Coveney, Tom Darby, 
Charlie Butler, JJ Gordon, Ben Locking, 
Oby Gompels, Ollie Haywood, Theo 
Malik, Max Payne, Calum Mathieson, 
Thomas Morton, Jonathan Sadler, Rory 
Glover, Jamie Green.
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U14B
P 10      W 9      L 1      D 0

Dauntsey’s got off to the very best of 
starts to the season with a 43-7 win 
against Bryanston. There was plenty of 
skilful rugby played by both teams, but 
it was the complete dominance of the 
Dauntsey’s forwards that made all the 
difference.

Next up was KES Bath. The game was 
played in excellent spirits and in brilliant 
sunshine. Tom Milton ran in three 
unanswered tries in the first half before 
some spectacular forward support saw 
Fred Hickman score under the posts. 
There were some eyebrows raised when 
at 24-5 up Tom Gates opted for the posts 
following a penalty earned by great work 
from Ed Bourlet at the breakdown. Tom 
skilfully hit the crossbar and Angus 
Lindsay carried the rebounding ball over 
for his first of two tries. Final score 43-12.

Hosting KES Southampton, Dauntsey’s 
continued their winning streak with an 
impressive 56-0 victory. Fred Hickman, 
Theo Dodds, Angus Lindsay and 
Arka Maitra all got themselves on the 
scoresheet, but it was David Kelsall that 

impressed most, scoring three tries on his 
debut at openside flanker in a standout 
performance.

Another dominant home performance 
yielded a comfortable win over 
Pangbourne College with Jake Lewis and 
Fred Hickman each getting a brace.

Dauntsey’s went to Prior Park full of 
confidence but a knock-on advantage 
saw Prior score from the kick-off. Two 
minutes later they had scored again 
without a single tackle being made. 
Some were left wondering if the boys 
were under the impression that this 
was a game of touch. Prior scored twice 
more before Dauntsey’s started to get 
into their rhythm. Tom Gates scored 
on the stroke of half time to restore 
some respectability. Dauntsey’s were 
22-07 down but had started to play the 
better rugby. Hector Boswell coming 
on at half time, making his debut at full 
back, immediately made his presence 
felt. He put in a colossal hit on the Prior 
park number eight who spilled the ball 
forward in the tackle. This was to set 
the tone for the second half. A brilliant 
interception try by Charlie Godfrey-
Faussett was quickly followed by a bit 
of Jake Lewis magic. Tom Gates kicked 

the conversions and it was all to play for. 
In the dying minutes of the game Theo 
Dodds ripped the ball in the tackle and 
powered his way over to score in the 
corner. The comeback was complete, and 
the match won 26 points to 22.

Rugby returned following the mid-
season break with Dauntsey’s welcoming 
Bishops Wordsworth’s School in 
what has traditionally been a very 
evenly matched fixture. In appalling 
conditions, the Dauntsey’s forwards 
quickly established control with three 
unanswered tries coming from the 
pack in the first 10 minutes. Sadly, the 
conditions continued to deteriorate, and 
the game was abandoned late in the first 
half.

Dauntsey’s hosted Kingswood knowing 
that a win would seal an unbeaten home 
record for the season. The game was 
evenly matched and played at a high 
tempo. 12 minutes in saw the deadlock 
broken with Fraser Moore grounding 
the ball back over his head in spectacular 
fashion and to rapturous applause from 
the home support. Kingswood got one 
back and at half time the scores were 
even. It remained seven-a-piece until with 
just four minutes on the clock Charlie 
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Godfrey-Faussett found himself a bit of 
space, pinned his ears back and scored 
under the posts. A late interception 
try from Vasco Hennessy Leach sealed 
both the victory and an unbeaten home 
record. 

The penultimate fixture of the season 
was a triangular tournament against 
Canford and Downside. Downside 
arrived light in numbers and the game 
was reduced to 11-a-side. The Dauntsey’s 
backs had a field day with the additional 
space and six different players got their 
names on the score sheet, including Jack 
Zino and Jake Tilbury on his debut. The 
Canford game was a much closer affair 
and it took a little bit of Hennessy-Leach 
wizardry to unlock a stalwart Canford 
defence. With the score tied deep into the 
second half a deft grubber between two 
defenders saw Jamie Green gather a kind 
bounce and wrong foot the full back to 
score the winning try. 

Sadly, illness took its toll on the squad 
and with seven of the starting team 
unable to play, an unbeaten season was 
snatched away from the boys with a 
heavy defeat against an excellent Lord 
Wandsworth College in our final game.

JLJ

Squad: Hector Boswell, Benjamin 
Botterill, Edward Bourlet, Oliver Bury, 
Theo Dodds, Thomas Gates, Charles 
Godfrey-Faussett, Zijie Gong, Jamie 
Green, Max Harris, Vasco Hennessy 
Leach, Fred Hickman, David Kelsall, 
Jake Lewis, Angus Lindsay, Benjamin 
Locking, Arka Maitra, Benjamin 
Marland, Lewis Mathieson, Toby 
Mead, Thomas Milton, Fraser Moore, 
Christopher Nellis, Henry Prentice, 
Jacob Sainsbury, Jake Tilbury, Elliot 
Wall, Edwin Wrench, Jack Zino.

U13A
P 13      W 10      L 2      D 1

After a good first season, the U13A 
team were looking forward to having 
another strong year. With a first match 
against KES Bath, who were very strong 
last year, the team knew it was going to 
be a tough match. Unfortunately, the 
team came out on the wrong side of the 

result losing 20-10. The next match was 
against Lavington school and the team 
were itching to get a good result against 
their local rivals. The whistle blew and 
the match ended with a convincing 40-0 
victory. This was even more pleasing as 
some of the B-team players were able 
to get valuable minutes playing A team 
rugby. After a confident win the U13A’s 
moved on to KES Southampton which 
they also won convincingly 45-15. 
After a week of training a game against 
Sexy’s Bruton proved as one of the 
performances of the season. The boys 
produced a resounding 70-0 win, but 
unfortunately Connor Price picked up a 
knee injury putting him out for the rest 
of the season. 

After winning three on the bounce, 
the team had time to train and looked 
good going into the next match against 
Sandroid Prep. Once again, the boys 
performed well and beat them 30-0. 
Next up was Warminster and after a 
tough physical first half the Dauntsey’s 
boys were behind. In the second half the 
team performed much better, but it was 
too late as Warminster School won 20-15. 
After some further training sessions, 
the group reflected on the Warminster 
match and moved on to play Prior Park 
College. In this match the boys found 

their feet again and produced a strong 
performance beating a strong team 40-5. 
After that win the boys went into the 
next match against Kingswood confident 
and came out on top 45-15. After two 
good wins in a row Monkton prep was 
next who we beat 45-5 and momentum 
towards the end of the season started to 
build. Up next was Bournemouth School 
who put out a good side, but they were 
not strong enough and the Dauntsey’s 
boys won 25-10. After a good run of 
form, the boys continued to build on this 
as they beat St John’s Marlborough 45-0. 
The final game of the season took the 
U13A’s to Lord Wandsworth College, 
who are notoriously tough opposition. 
Unfortunately the team were not able to 
finish with the win they so craved as they 
finished another strong season of rugby 
with a draw.

Archie Reeve

Squad: Alfie Shears, Archie Reeve, 
Marley Gordon, Kian Brightmoore-
crook, Ben Weston, Sam Hathaway, 
Scott Pickford, Toby Jones, Will Elwes, 
Matthew Nocton, James Faulkner, 
Connor Price, Tom Campbell©, Leo 
Duffil, Griff Law, Finn Morton, Ollie 
Moon.
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U13B
P 7      W 6      L 1      D 0

As is more often the case these days, the 
U13B rugby season began in blazing 
sunshine at the start of the Autumn term 
which allowed a productive couple of 
weeks of training and squad selection. I 
was aware of their success as a 12B team 
last year so looked forward to the season 
ahead. 

Unfortunately, we started slowly in 
the opening fixture against KES Bath 
and despite scoring four free flowing 
tries were soundly beaten. However, 
there were very promising signs in this 
match and once the team became more 
organised and disciplined they became 
a formidable force. In fact, after the 
opening fixture, the U13B team were 
unbeaten and won the next six matches. 

Our second fixture was at home against 
KES Southampton where we ran in 
nine tries in a 45-5 win, followed by a 
65-0 rout at Sandroyd. Charlie Halder’s 
explosive pace and Archie Hunter’s 
power were key factors in our victories. 
Prior Park were beaten next in a 25-0 
win and then Kingswood 70-10 where 

Tigre Bowonnaowarux and George Haw 
impressed. 

Our final two fixtures were tighter affairs 
but we managed to see off Monkton Prep 
35-10 and a strong Lord Wandsworth 
team 35-15. Adam Cutler and Christian 
Syms were powerhouses in the forwards 
and dominated throughout the season. 
A special mention should also be made 
to Alex Hoskins who captained the team 
superbly. 

The U13B squad was a very talented 
group of players and a pleasure to coach. 
I’m sure they all have a bright future with 
Dauntsey’s rugby. 

JRA

Squad: Thomas Weeks, Guy Griffiths, 
Monty Joyce, George Haw, Christian 
Syms, Zander Hedley, Adam Cutler, 
Archie Hunter, William Hook, Theo 
Parkes, Jasper May, William Jaggar, 
Charles Halder, James Faulkner, Luke 
Hallgate, Albert Robinson, Joshua 
Taylor, Alexander Hoskins (C), Henry 
Gaylard, Tigre Bowonnaowarux, Noah 
Hitchens, Myles Graham, Oscar Crozier.

U12A
P 11      W 9      L 1      D 1

The U12As began the 2019 season at 
home against KES Bath. The supporters 
were treated to a very tight game against 
two even teams. As a newly assembled 
side with limited training under our belt, 
it was unsurprising we lacked a little 
cohesion and we ended up drawing 15-15 
(a fair result on the day).

After working hard in training, we 
beat Lavington School 40-10 which 
we backed up with an impressive 
performance away at KES Southampton. 
A hat trick from winger Zach Wilson, 
two tries from Ollie Halder and Tom 
Lang and a try each from Billy Gardner 
and Milo Robinson, secured a 45-5 win.

Victories against Sexey’s Bruton (35-5) 
and Sandroyd Prep (50-5) followed. After 
enjoying a couple of weeks of perfect 
playing conditions, our next fixture 
against Prior Park was battled out in 
wet and testing conditions. Both sides 
defended incredibly well, making it hard 
to gain territory or maintain possession. 
We were winning going into the final five 
minutes only for our opponents to pull a 
try back with a couple of minutes left to 
play. We were able to maintain possession 
and patiently work our way metres short 
of their try line, only to be repelled 
several times by some outstanding Prior 
defence. In the last play of the game, 
Billy Gardner cut a short line off Ollie 
Locking close to the breakdown to cross 
the white wash and secure a memorable 
victory. Next, we travelled away to Bath 
to face Kingswood School. Despite 
defending incredibly well, we gave away 
possession far too easily and ended up 
losing 10-5. This loss taught us some 
important lessons. I know this will be 
a fixture the boys look forward to next 
season.

A hat trick from Tom Lang and tries 
from Charles Bevan, Ollie Halder, 
Deolu Adesanya and Henry Caruana 
helped secure a 35-10 win against 
Monkton Prep. Tough fixtures against 
Bournemouth Grammar (20-10) and St 
John’s Marlborough (25-10) followed. It 
was great to see a number of the player’s 
face team mates from Marlborough 
RFC against St John’s. Two tries from 
Ollie Halder and one each from Ollie 
Smith, Zach Wilson and Billy Gardiner 
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gave some of the boys bragging rights 
when they returned to club duties. The 
season finished with a superb 40-15 win 
against Lord Wandsworth College. The 
boys were incredibly fired up to finish 
the season on a high and played with an 
intensity and urgency that our opponents 
could not live with for large proportions 
of the game.

Special mention should also go to Tom 
Lang who captained the side incredibly 
well, leading by example from centre. 
The pack made up of Charles Bevan, 
Oliver Lishman, Olly Butterworth, Milo 
Lankester, Elis Ponting, Ben Smart, Rafe 
Smith and Jack Waterworth worked 
tirelessly to secure possession and give 
the backs front foot ball. Ollie Locking 
at scrum half and Ted Pearson at fly 
half were a constant threat with ball in 
hand and vital in allowing us to play an 
exciting and expansive style of rugby. 
Ted Pearson’s cross field kick against KES 
Southampton deserves an honourable 
mention. This needs to be quickly 
followed by a dishonourable mention 
for his second attempt at a cross-field 
kick in the same game. Tom Lang and 
Billy Gardner were outstanding in the 
centres in both attack and defence. Ollie 
Halder was outstanding ending the 
season as leading try scorer. Ollie Smith, 
Zach Wilson and Ruben Miller all made 
important contributions on the wing. 
Milo Robinson played well at fullback 
before his season ended prematurely 
through injury. 

I would like to congratulate the side on 
a superb season and to thank them for 
their efforts. They are a team with a huge 
amount of potential and I look forward 
to seeing how they progress as they move 
up the school.

WPJW

Squad: Deolu Adesanya, Charles Bevan, 
Olly Butterworth, Henry Caruana, Billy 
Gardner, Oliver Halder, Tom Lang, 
Milo Lankester, Oliver Lishman, Ollie 
Locking, Ruben Miller, Ted Pearson, 
Elis Ponting, Milo Robinson, Ben 
Smart, Ollie Smith, Rafe Smith, Jack 
Waterworth, Zach Wilson. 

U12B
P 7      W 5      L 2      D 0

The under 12B’s started with a home 
fixture against KES Bath. It was a close 
game as we struggled to match KES’s 
passing ability and it was evident this was 
our first game. Nonetheless, we upped 
our game in the second half and ran 
out winners by 15-0. Our next match 
would be an away fixture against KES 
Southampton, we were a more organised 
unit taking on-board our training for 
the week. It was a stellar performance 
from the team and from Henry Caruana, 
unfortunately, we conceded with the 
last play of the game and lost 25-20. The 
training sessions that followed saw the 
team focus on passing and positioning, 
this was the weaker aspect to our 
previous performances and needed some 
focus. 

Games against Warminster School and 
Prior Park would follow with Deolu 
Adesanya scoring an impressive seven 
tries over the two games. The boys were 
feeling confident after two free-scoring 
games and approached our match at 
Kingswood School with a feeling they 
could beat anyone. It wasn’t to be, 
Kingswood were very organised and 
defended superbly well, players such as 
Oliver Smith and William Sawtell put in 
incredible performances, but we found it 
difficult and were overcome by 30-10. 

The next two games would bring an end 
to an impressive and educational first year 
of Rugby at Dauntsey’s. They were both 
home fixtures against Monkton Prep 
and Lord Wandsworth College. First up 
was Monkton Prep, this was a real team 
performance with Oliver Leech being a 
menace on the wing scoring two tries. 
Our last performance of the year would 
be our best yet, everything the boys had 
learnt over the past four months was 
displayed as we beat Lord Wandsworth 
College 35-15. This was a stellar team 
performance and one where they all 
deserve praise for. It has been an excellent 
first year of rugby with many boys never 
playing before joining Dauntsey’s and 
I’m sure they will all be successful in 
their rugby careers at Dauntsey’s as they 
continue to learn and develop. 

I want to thank you all for an 
entertaining and successful year, it has 
been a pleasure.

CGB

Squad: Deolu Adesanya, Nathan 
Binsted, Thomas Browning, Henry 
Caruana, Fergus Cracknell, Rory 
Ethelston, Oscar Hildebrand, Bruno 
Hill, Max Jessop, Nicholas Kitching, 
Oliver Leech, Charlie Macintosh, 
Edward Platt, William Sawtell, Tom 
Sharples, Oliver Smith, Sam Spooner.
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First XI
P 10      W 5      L 5      D 0

The 2020 hockey season started with two challenging pre-
season friendlies against Devizes HC and Marlborough College 
which both proved to be good learning experiences. Our first 
fixtured scheduled game was against King’s Bruton. With some 
players still rusty, we were slow to start and our basic skills let 
us down throughout. We conceded from a short corner and 
couldn’t find a way back. Although losing 1-0, fourth former 
Jack Campbell had a great debut game. 

A week later we hosted Warminster after the Beechen Cliff 
game was cancelled. Here was where we first demonstrated our 
potential for the season, playing some fast and fluid hockey. We 
held possession well and were clinical in the final third with 
nearly all of our forwards bagging themselves a goal, securing 
an impressive 5-0 victory. With spirits high, we travelled away 
to Bryanston in hope of another win. The game started slowly, 
however as the game developed, we utilised the wide areas of 
the pitch better and a well struck cross from Will Hyde for Hal 
West to tap in gave us the confidence we needed and finished 
with a well-deserved 4-0 win. 

Our next game was against Monkton School in the cup, a side 
we have struggled with in previous years. The first half included 
some excellent saves from Joe Danby to keep us in the game, 
however two disappointing 10-minute periods either side of 

half time put them 4-1 up. After the disappointing period we 
found our feet again and managed to bring it back to 4-3, with 
goals from Henry Barker and Toby Salisbury. However, another 
late goal from Monkton saw our hopes disappear late in the 
game, resulting in a 5-3 loss. Upping it in our next game against 
Prior Park, we played one of, if not our best games of hockey, 
which ended in a 3-1 win. Joe Danby had another good game 
and Scott Johnson was a rock at the back. Soon after, we played 
Clayesmore School at home, a game we were confident we could 
dominate. We created a lot of chances throughout the game 
with both Finn Smith and Hal West netting two each in a 6-0 
victory.

Our next fixture was a return to cup match hockey, travelling  
to Bristol University to play Colston’s. A slightly late arrival 
meant a quick warm-up and a prompt start. Colston’s had 
most of the first half possession but a lucky rebound from Finn 
Smith in a short corner put us up at half time. Unfortunately, 
we were unable to see the game out and a long through ball 
allowed one of their quicker players to get in behind and restore 
parity. The game went to penalty flicks and luck was not on our 
side. Disappointed after our cup defeat, we took our frustration 
and turned it on Marlborough College. We knew that they 
were a very strong opposition, having faced them in pre-season, 
but were confident of getting a good result. We moved the 
ball around well in their half but we were unable to find the 
back of the net. Their attack was very strong with some skilful 
individual players, but Ollie Illingworth handled them well 
with a superb defensive performance. A questionable umpire 

Boys’  
Hockey
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decision finished the game 3-1, with 
Harry Pullan scoring our only goal. On 
reflection, the boys were proud of how 
much progress we had made and, on 
another day, we may have seen a different 
result. 

Due to an exeat and the cancelled Well’s 
Cathedral School game, we had to wait 
two weeks for our next match against a 
strong Kingswood School. They played 
some excellent hockey and unfortunately, 
we lost our shape allowing them to 
punish us on the counter, losing 5-0. 
Soon after, we came up against Colston’s 
again, this time at home and looking for 
revenge after our cup match loss. We 
started superbly, outplaying them in all 
areas of the pitch and deserved our early 
two goal lead. The second half saw a dip 
in our performance, as we invited more 
pressure onto us, conceding twice from 
corners. We did recover with two goals 
from Henry Barker and ending the game 
4-2. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, 
this was our last game of the season 
but the boys can be very proud of what 
they achieved throughout the season. 
Many thanks to our coach JD who has 

dedicated so much time to helping us 
grow as a team.

Will Hodgson

Squad: Henry Barker, Jack Campbell, 
Joe Danby, Wilf Fitzgibbon, Jack Grant, 
Will Hodgson (C), Will Hyde, Ollie 
Illingworth (VC), Scott Johnson, Harry 
Pullan, Toby Salisbury, Ed Smail, Finn 
Smith, Luke Webb, Hal West.

Second XI
P 9      W 6      L 1      D 2

2020 marked the finest season in five 
years for the Second XI. William Nichol 
stood out in early training as the right 
man to lead the team. He was a brilliant 
captain, leading by example and getting 
the tone absolutely spot on throughout 
the season. It was a genuine pleasure 
working with him.

The season began with a really tight 
contest at King’s Bruton, but we 
managed to protect a 2-0 half-time lead 
for the entire second half. Bill Nichol 
opened our scoring for the season, 
tapping in after a big ‘swing-and-a-miss’ 
in front of an open goal, and Ollie Jones 
started the term in the assured fashion 
he was to become known for, calmly 
knocking it in at the far post after a 
powerful run from Jago West. We saw off 
Warminster 8-0 in our next game, with 
Luc Cranstone netting a very pleasing 
hat-trick. Toby Thomas impressed on his 
debut in this match, and he ultimately 
made the right-back position his own 
for the season. We also netted eight in 
our next match, seeing Bryanston off 
8-2. Bill dominated the scoring with five 
goals, but my favourite moment of the 
match was when midfield maestro Archie 
Hughes drove to the baseline, got his 
eyes up and unselfishly set up Ollie Jones 
rather than trying to get in on the goal-
fest himself. 

The season got significantly tougher 
at Prior Park, especially as the talented 
Ben Woodman missed out having 
incurred an injury which would end 
up keeping him side-lined until our 
final match. Second XI veteran Ollie 
Frost had an outstanding game in the 
midfield, securing the assist for our first 

goal and generally picking good options 
throughout the match. We were 2-1 up 
at half-time, and this was how it finished 
after impressive second-half defensive 
displays from Toby Mallinson at centre 
midfield, and the Fitz enforcers Roly 
Glover and Ben Eccles in the centre 
of defence, not to mention the ever-
impressive Arthur Fitzgibbon in between 
the sticks. This performance was 
followed by the low point of the season; 
hanging on for a frustrating 1-1 draw at 
home against Clayesmore. 

We followed this performance up 
with our high point of the season, 
coming back from 1-0 down to beat 
Marlborough 2-1 at their place. Jago 
West’s calm lifted finish was very easy 
on the eye, but it was the fight and team 
spirit on display that were most pleasing. 
Our only loss of the season followed 
this against a strong Kingswood, so 
our unbeaten season was not to be. 
We dispatched Colston’s comfortably, 
with William Morris’ finish from Luc 
Cranstone’s pull-back the pick of the 
goals, but it was also nice to see Joss 
Ferguson find the back of the net after 
threatening throughout the season from 
penalty corners. Our match against KES, 
Bath was a brilliant one to end on. Ben 
Woodman put us 1-0 up, and all looked 
well until they pulled one back with 30 
seconds to go until half-time. We turned 
the ball over from the restart, and KES 
pounced to take a 2-1 lead at the break. 
We dominated the second half, but it 
looked like it wasn’t to be when KES 
scored a third with a minute on the 
clock. However, there was to be a final 
twist; their umpire had spotted a foul 
and disallowed the goal. We went up the 
other end and Archie Hughes scored 
with literally the last touch of the season 
to secure an honourable 2-2 draw.

Many thanks to all boys for their 
superb efforts, to JD and TMS for their 
umpiring/coaching, and to all parents, 
friends and colleagues for supporting. 

MDK

Squad: Luc Cranstone, Ben Eccles, 
Joss Ferguson, Arthur Fitzgibbon, Ollie 
Frost, Roly Glover, Archie Hughes, Ollie 
Jones, Toby Mallinson, William Morris, 
William Nichol (C), Toby Thomas, Jago 
West, Ben Woodman.
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Third XI 
P 8      W 4      L 2      D 2

Once again, the season opened with 
King’s Bruton away. With only two 
training sessions under their belt 
the team assembled with an air of 
enthusiasm. The boys were presented 
with a well organised King’s Bruton side 
that took the game to Dauntsey’s early 
on. This was not sustained though; as the 
game went on the Dauntsey’s boys took 
control and ended up winning 2-0 (goals 
from Luca Cox and Timon Critchard). 
The following week saw the team 
produce a very different performance. 
The team hosted Bryanston and never 
really got going. Although the team had 
90% of the possession and all the chances 
to score, there wasn’t a soul on the 
pitch that could put the ball in the goal. 
Bryanston took their chances and won 
the game with two counter attacking 
goals: our first loss of the season.

The team’s next challenge came in the 
form of Prior Park away. We saw what 
proved to be a real improvement in 
team performance. The boys came out 
feistily and created a number of good 
opportunities to score but once again 
couldn’t put the ball in the goal. Prior 
Park scored the only goal of the game 
and held on for a 1-0 win. The following 
Saturday saw the team travel to Lord 
Wandsworth College with what proved 
to be the match the team needed to 
galvanise them. With the game going 
back and forth throughout the first half 
the boys were eager to finish the game 
strongly. With the score at 0-0 and only 
moments left on the clock, Matthew 
Logan went through and scored the only 
goal of the game, 1-0 to Dauntsey’s.

The Third XI then went on to face 
local rivals, Marlborough College. An 
excellent team performance pushed 
Marlborough and the Dauntsey’s boys 
scored two early goals which set the tone 
for the first half. However, this really was 

a game of two halves and Marlborough 
came out fighting in the second half. 
With just two minutes left on the clock 
Marlborough scored a short corner and 
the game was drawn 2-2. This took us to 
our final Saturday fixture of the season, 
Kingswood U16A’s at home. When the 
opposition arrived, it was clear to see 
that they were a well drilled team full of 
talented hockey players. The was enough 
to get the Dauntsey’s boys fired up and 
they produced one of the results of the 
season. With the game going back and 
forth both teams looked to capitalise 
on their opportunities. A special 
mention must go to Olly Darlington 
for producing some magnificent saves 
keeping the Third XI well and truly in 
the game. The Dauntsey’s boys almost 
took home the victory with a well worked 
goal gave us the lead. However, once 
again, with only a few minutes on the 
clock Kingswood equalised and the game 
was drawn 1-1.

The final two fixtures both ended in 
wins for the Third XI. Up first was 
Clayesmore away. After significant rain 
and a poor week of weather the boys 
managed to squeeze a 1-0 win away from 
home in a game that they could have won 
by five or six goals. But this didn’t matter: 
the Third XI came together for what 
proved to be their last game of the season. 
They hosted KES Bath on Astro Two 
and it really was a showcase of everything 
that the team had learnt. Up 4-0 at half 
time, the boys dominated KES Bath 
from the outset. This continued into the 
second half and the boys walked away 
6-0 winners, goals from Olly Gompels 
(2), Matthew Logan (2), Tommy Gilbert 
and Tomos Lowen. What a way to end 
the season!

I sincerely hope that the leavers in the 
team enjoyed their time playing hockey 
at Dauntsey’s and will consider playing 
in the future. Well done all and thank 
you for a fantastic season. 

NCL

Squad: Olly Darlington, Oakley 
Gompels, Matthew Logan, Kai 
Matsumoto-Prouten, Tomos Lowen, 
William Tabor, Daniel Parr, Bear 
Paris, Isaac Bull, Ben Jones, Luca Cox, 
Timon Critchard, Edward Savage, Olly 
Gompels, Tommy Gilbert.
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Fourth XI 
P 6      W 4      L 2      D 0

The mighty Fourth XI started off the 
season well with a close win against 
King’s Bruton, winning 2-1. George 
Burnet truly showed the team what a 
key aspect of the defence he was, gaining 
himself man of the match. Archie 
Butler also showed promise at the start 
of the season, bossing the midfield and 
dominating any player that came near 
him. Archie not only secured a goal but 
also assisted the right wing downfield 
were Henry Parkes outpaced the whole 
of the Bruton defence. The Fourth XI 
were looking to be unstoppable after 
thrashing Bryanston 4-0, with Noah 
Reay and Charlie Murphy both taking 
two goals. This game not only showed 
the capabilities of the Fourth XI as a 
team but showed the synergy we had as 
players. This game defeated the block 
between the midfield and the defence 
and from this point to the end of the 
season, the defence played a high press, 
continuously applying pressure on 
the opposition team. This allowed the 
midfield and attack to man-to-man mark, 
which secured us this victory. With a 
man of the match performance going to 
Charlie Murphy after two sublime top 
net finishes, he truly showed the team 
what an asset he was.

The Fourth XI again looked strong 
against Prior Park and secured a 1-0 
victory against, again with Henry 
Parkes scoring. The score of this match 
truly did not reflect the hard work and 
continual determination in this match. 
The score should have been much greater 
with many missed opportunities from 
the strikers. Furthermore, brilliant 
performances and man of the match was 
Josh Duckworth, who saved a goal with 
his knee, in addition Calum Marshall 
also provided a strong defence from 
left back and proved to tower over any 
right-wing attacker. This was the game 
when the defence realised that we needed 
to draw the player first before passing; 
after this very basic lesson was learnt the 
defence was able to truly shine.

Unfortunately, the thoughts of an 
undefeated season ended after a narrow 
defeat against Marlborough College. 
The game was close fought, but the 
attack simply couldn’t get past the strong 
defence and goalkeeper. However, one-
star to mention has to go to Ollie Culley 
after being subbed on and only after 
five minutes scored our only goal in the 
narrow 2-1 defeat. Again, the Fourth 
XI lost to a predominately Sixth Form 
Kingswood team but we fought until 
the bitter end with Josh Sullivan finally 
scoring. The team was ecstatic.

Whist the Fourth XI team had lost 
two consecutive games, the undefeated 
away win streak showed in the last game 
against Clayesmore. We annihilated the 
team with a crushing 6-0 victory, Charlie 
Murphy with a hat trick as well as Archie 
Butler and Kai Matsumoto-Prouten 
scoring. This truly showed the prowess 
of the Fourth XI team. 

The season was finally at a close with 
Josh Duckworth taking three man of 
the match awards, Charlie Murphy 
taking two and George Burnet taking 
one. Charlie Murphy was the top goal 
scorer, followed by Archie Butler and 
Noah Reay. Overall, it has been a very 
good season for the boys and their 
performance both on and off the field 
was impressive. A massive thank you 
must go to Josh Duckworth and Calum 
Marshal for superbly captaining the side. 

ESC, Josh Duckworth  
& Calum Marshall

Squad: Josh Duckworth ,Calum 
Marshall, George Burnet, Salvador 
Luther-Payne, Archie Butler, Oli 
Harding, Noah Reay, Henry Caldwell, 
Charlie Murphy, Josh Sullivan, Ollie 
Culley, Ted Jagger, James Hadlow, Henry 
Parkes, Algie Fooks.

Sport
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U15A
P 10      W 5      L 5      D 0

The U15A season was very much a 
season of two halves. 

The first half (in reality more like a third) 
where we were struggling in search of 
the right formation and positions; and 
the second (two thirds) where we found 
the system to unlock the outstanding 
quality the team possessed. This change 
included the switch to a 5 3 2 formation 
which used Tim Hook and Tom 
Spencer to shore up the defence giving 
Ben McLean the space to step infront, 
intercept and distribute more freely, a 
job he did superbly, adding to his crucial 
goals from short corners. With width 
being provided by Freddie Butler and 
Harry Philpot, suddenly there was space 
in the attacking third for Monty Viant, 
the team’s talismanic captain, to maze his 
Messi-like runs into the opposition D.

This change in formation also started to 
get the best out of Charlie Hodgson, who 
as the season progressed, became more 
and more of an attacking threat, a fact 
evidenced by his superb finish against 
Marlborough. 

This match against Marlborough was 
undoubtedly the highlight of the season. 
The team finally put the shaky start to the 
season behind them with a performance 
of pace, power and urgency and 
outplayed the opposition for a 3-0 win. 

Disappointingly, this result and the 
momentum it gave came just before the 
COVID-19 crisis. The U15A team will 
be left to wonder what might have been 
had the remaining fixtures gone ahead, 
but none the less, enough fixtures were 
played for the players to show their 
quality: Leo Ring with his endless, skilful 
energy, Will Clover with his goals, Joe 
Wickenden with some super saves, and 
Will Gardner, the ultimate utility man, 
with a shift in every position on the pitch. 

Everyone in the team played their part 
and it was a fantastic season to be a part 
of.

PWO

Squad: Joe Wickenden, Tom Spencer, 
Tim Hook, Harry Philpot, Will Gardner, 
Freddie Butler, Leo Ring, Monty Viant, 
Charlie Hodgson, Will Clover, Ben 
McLean, Humphrey Hughes, James Pratt.

U15B
P 9      W 7      L 1      D 1

The season started superbly with a run 
of four straight victories. A hat-trick 
from Oliver Durrant and a goal each 
from Alex Robinson and Fraser Hyslop 
secured a 5-3 victory, at home to King’s 
Bruton. We then followed this up with 
a trip to local rivals Warminster. Our 
pace and patterns of play were too much 
and we ended up scoring a dozen goals. 
The high scoring start to our season 
continued with an 8-0 victory at home to 
Bryanston and Rhys Ponting was a rock 
in goal, making some vital saves to keep 
another clean sheet. 

Sherborne were out next opponents, after 
exeat and it was a very good game against 
strong opposition. A 4-1 victory meant 
we had accumulated 31 goals in our first 
four games!

Prior Park proved to be the only defat 
of the season and lost out by a single 
goal. We were determined to not let 
this happen again and in our next game 
against Clayesmore, goals from Oscar 
Hennessy Leach and Alex Robinson gave 
us a well deserved 2-0 win. We had more 
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possession and more chances and were 
the better side. It was more of a frantic 
performance rather than a considered 
one, but we were back up and running.

Marlborough College were our final 
opponents before half term, and we 
hosted them on ‘the beach’. This was 
easily our most rewarding result of the 
season; Rhys Ponting kept another clean 
sheet and we came away with another 2-0 
victory.

Kingswood School are always very 
strong and we battled to a one all draw. 
Our season was obviously cut short due 
to the pandemic, but our final fixture 
was competition one. Colston’s were an 
organised team with a good structure but 
we managed to end on a high with a 2-1 
victory. 

A big thanks to Mr Ball for all his tactical 
knowledge and short corner routines. We 
had lots of fun and thank him for all he 
did for us, during his time at Dauntsey’s.

Charles Owen

Squad: Rhys Ponting, Will Wrench, 
Samuel Came, Sam Waterworth, Finn 
Del Mar, Oliver Bagnall, Charles Owen, 
Alex Robinson, Oliver Durrant, Fraser 
Hyslop, Oscar Hennessy-Leach, Archie 
Lang, Wilbur Middleton, Freddy 
Maunder, Freddie Riley. 

U14A
P 16      W 10      L 3      D 3

King’s Bruton were the U14A teams 
opening day opponents and it was a 
classic ‘first game’ of the season with 
both teams’ basics letting them down 
resulting in quite a scrappy game. Off 
the ball the Dauntseys’ shape was superb 
with Jack Wharton and Tom Morton 
working tirelessly upfront and should 
have been rewarded with a couple of 
goals. Harry Butterworth was excellent 
at CB. Tom Darby scored off a short 
corner which took quite a large deflection 
off a defender to wrong foot the keeper. 
Next up, we played Warminster School 
twice in succession. The School fixture 
was an even game, but we missed a lot 
of chances. Henry Prentice and Hector 
Boswell made some excellent saves. The 

next meeting was in the Tier 2 County 
Tournament. Theo Dodds and Jack 
Wharton with the goals to secure a 2-0 
victory and booked a ticked to the Tier 2 
Regional Finals, later in the term.

The next two matches ended up in 
defeat. A 3-0 loss to Lord Wandsworth 
College was hindered by some poor 
discipline and not showing enough 
urgency going forward. The next game 
was a much better performance and the 
boys moved the ball a lot better. Tom 
Darby had a good game and although 
there were goals from Jack Wharton and 
Ben Locking, Prior Park took the game 
3-2.

A trip to Lord Wandsworth to play in 
their Super 7’s Tournament was next 
and Dauntsey’s ended up finishing 3rd. 
Good fun was had by all although some 
of the boys did struggle with some of the 
complicated rules!

The Clayesmore fixtures, back to 
11-a-side produced some great hockey by 
both sides. Dauntsey’s were not totally at 
the races in the first half and conceded a 
couple of soft goals. It was a completely 
different story in the second half. The 
team superb with Oby Gompels, Jack 

Wharton and Tom Morton all shining. 
Theo Dodds and Tom Darby with the 
goals to earn a 2-2 draw.

After a smashing 3-0 victory against 
Marlborough and a tough defeat to 
a very strong Kingswood side, the 
boys travelled to the Tier 2 Regional 
Tournament. After 6 games, Dauntsey’s 
were unbeaten, winning 4 and drawing 
2. Unfortunately, goal difference was not 
on our side and the boys didn’t qualify 
for the National Finals weekend. They 
played some superb hockey and should 
be proud of their achievements.

The last game of the season was against 
Colston’s. A 3-0 victory with a hat-trick 
from Jack Wharton was a nice way to end 
the season.

TMS

Squad: Henry Prentice (C), Hector 
Boswell, Tom Darby, Oby Gompels, 
Harry Butterworth, Theo Dodds, 
Theo Malik, Angus Lindsay, Rory 
Glover, Tom Milton, Jamie Green, Jack 
Wharton, Ben Locking, Tom Morton, 
Jonny Sadler.

Sport
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U14B
P 8      W 6      L 1      D 1

In a season cut short, this hearty team 
galloped their way through the season 
with an excellent win/draw ratio of 
87.5%. (The boys though would be at 
pains to point out, the only loss was a 
combined A/B team, not their usual 
tight-knit squad). From the outset 
the team oozed quality and an innate 
understanding of each other’s play 
patterns. Perhaps why this is why their 
goal difference was +52 with an average 
of 6.3 goals per game? They proved to 
be an eminently coachable team whose 
willingness to learn was very much in 
evidence: in competitive matches as 
they slickly delivered goals from set 
play to individual skills. Captain Tom 
Stevenson, an excellent communicator, 
was the engine that drove this highly 
successful team – his determination 
rubbed off on all around him. 

The season began with a bang with 
an 8-0 drubbing of King’s Bruton – 
the boys’ intentions were set – this 
was a team that would seize on any 
opportunity handed to them. Despite 
Bourlet, Haywood and Woodward 
having little to do in defence, the manner 
by which they carefully positioned 

themselves to snuff out any potential 
attacks, and by how they deftly 
redistributed any rogue balls made a 
fortress of the defensive 25. 

Our long journey to a mid-week fixture 
against Lord Wandsworth was rewarded 
with a 2-0 victory. It was a manic game: 
end to end excitement but Moore’s 
quality in front of goal came through, 
with a classy goal, set up selflessly by 
Hennessy-Leach. The second came from 
an own goal but Payne and Mathieson 
can take some credit due to the immense 
pressure they put on the opposition’s 
defence to create the mistake. Against 
Prior Park, we scored two goals midway 
through the second half from Stevenson 
and Moore. There were sublime 
patches of play with structured, flowing 
possession; periodically our rhythm 
broke as we rotated subs but we soon 
got back into the flow and made life very 
difficult for the opposition. The defence 
held steady with Haywood fast and 
focused as he calmly distributed balls out 
of danger to set up our attacks. The game 
ended with a win and a clean sheet. 

The Beechen Cliff game (the only loss 
1-4) was a combined team of A’s and B’s 
and, arguably, this disrupted our tight 
defence as players needed to adapt to new 
team mates and a different style of play. 

The boys rebounded from this defeat 
with a stellar performance against 
Clayesmore – fast paced, quick thinking, 
and every opportunity seized upon. 
Clayesmore could not compete against 
this well-drilled team as Hennessy-
Leach and Wall twisted and turned 
their defence, giving them a torrid 
time. There were five names on the goal 
sheet (including the usual suspects of 
Hennessy Leach and Moore alongside, 
Stevenson, Wall and our sweeper, 
Bourlet) when the game ended 9-0. 

The local clash against Marlborough is 
always a hard fixture so, the team was 
thrilled with a well-deserved 2-0 victory. 
We were more powerful and disciplined 
and always had the edge. Gordon and 
Godfrey-Faucett had great fun, taking 
on the opposition, drawing them in and 
then skipping by with one-twos and little 
3-D balls. 

However, the game to savour was the 
7–1 win against Kingswood. Last year 
the U14Bs had been comprehensively 
beaten so, with this in mind the boys, 
were definitely ‘up for it’. A phenomenal 
team performance with superb 
individual performances from Captain 
Stevenson and C. Mathieson meant 
that Kingswood (unbeaten in their 
season) were always on the backfoot. 
Slick passing and intelligent reading of 
the game and great positioning brought 
the team time and time again into the 
oppositions D where they slotted 7 past 
the GK. 

Keeping on a roll, the U14B’s secured 
a large win against Colston’s (13-0) – 
this was to be our last match due to 
COVID-19 – what a way to end the 
season. 

This team was the full package – 
coachable, energetic, competitive 
without any weak links. Arguably, one 
best U14B sides that I have ever had the 
pleasure of coaching at Dauntsey’s.

KSC

Squad: Zino, Boswell, Bourlet, Butler, 
Haywood, Woodward, Stevenson, 
Hennessy-Leach, Payne, Gates, Moore, 
C. Mathieson, L. Mathieson, Godfrey-
Faucett, Moore, Gordon, Wall.

The Dauntseian 2019-2020
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U13A
P 10      W 9      L 1      D 0

This was an excellent season for the 
U13A squad. The team won nine games, 
losing only once, and had a very healthy 
goal difference. More importantly, 
there was a significant improvement 
during the season, as players developed 
their skills, game understanding, and 
decision making. The most satisfying 
aspect of the season was to see some of 
the supposed weaker players improve 
and make a major contribution to the 
team. The highlight of the season was an 
outstanding 7-1 victory over a very good 
Colston’s side. 

In attack, Alfie Shears improved his 
finishing and movement, and ended 
up leading the line really well. Albert 
Robinson used his stick skills to good 
effect, and Kian Brightmore-Cook 
used his pace effectively, before injury 
curtailed his season. Overall, the team’s 
attacking play was one area of impressive 
development. 

The key player in midfield was Tom 
Campbell who always won his key 
one-on-one battles, scored crucial goals 
in tight games, and used his speed and 
endurance to contribute all over the 
pitch. Toby Jones, Charlie Halder, 
Connor Price, Noah Hitchens and Oscar 
Crozier all contributed well elsewhere in 

midfield, and by the end of the season the 
team’s ball pace and quick, early passing 
often ripped opponents apart. 

In defence, Matthew Nocton was 
unflappable, calm, and thoughtful, 
rarely making mistakes and often able 
to bring the ball out and set up counter-
attacks. Sam Hathaway defended hard, 
and Joshua Taylor and Will Hook also 
contributed well. Will Elwes was a 
reliable and effective keeper, who trained 
enthusiastically and did well when 
required. 

Most of the matches were small sided 
7-a-side games, but with three 11-a-side 
games as well, this was good experience 
as the players move up to U14s next year. 
One area to work on will be moving the 
ball wide and high, and then looking for 
short, fast attacking passes from there. 
Indeed, despite all the positives, the team 
was given a real lesson in fast attacking 
play by the excellent Warminster side – 
so there’s no room for complacency! 

TWB

Squad: Kian Brightmore-Cook, Tom 
Campbell, Oscar Crozier, Will Elwes, 
Charlie Halder, Sam Hathaway, Noah 
Hitchens, William Hook, Toby Jones, 
Matthew Nocton, Connor Price, Albert 
Robinson, Alfie Shears, Joshua Taylor.

U13B
P 8      W 7      L 0      D 1

We have been fortunate over recent years 
to have such a wealth of talented hockey 
players in the Lower School and 2020 
was no different. The U13B hockey team 
had enjoyed an unbeaten season as First 
Formers so there were high hopes that 
they could repeat the feat this year.

Our first match was at home against 
Prior Park College where it became clear 
that the team were capable of expansive, 
flowing hockey and we won 8-1 with 
Charlie Halder scoring a hat trick and 
Alex Hoskins four goals. Both of these 
players were soon representing the 13A’s 
but every time a player was promoted, 
another would come in as a replacement 
and perform beautifully. Our second 
match was a tough local derby against 
Warminster who were one of our best 
opponents this season but we ended as 
comfortable winners in a 2-0 victory. 

Monkton Prep were soundly beaten 9-3 
away from home in our third fixture with 
Archie Hunter scoring four goals from 
midfield – a position where he excelled 
in every match. Lord Wandsworth were 
our next fixture at home and held us at 
0-0 for much of the game until some 
wonderful moves and slick passing 
resulted in a 3-0 win with Leo Duffill 
grabbing a typically opportunistic goal.  

Sport
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Leo stepped up very well in Alex 
Hoskins’s absence and developed a 
real poacher’s instinct for goal scoring. 
We then travelled to Port Regis for a 
midweek match against a particularly 
well-drilled prep school team who 
provided the biggest test of all our games. 
In a very tight and hard-fought match 
we ended up all square at 2-2 which was 
probably a fair result. 

We bounced back superbly in a 
notoriously difficult fixture at 
Kingswood and played some of the best 
hockey of the season as an 11 a-side, 
holding firm for a 2-1 victory in the 
driving rain and sleet. Archie Reeve and 
Scott Pickford were solid at the back as 
they had been throughout the season. 
Our final two matches saw easy wins 
against Colston’s (7-1) and Clayesmore 
(5-1) who were both outplayed to achieve 
another unbeaten season.

Scott Pickford was an outstanding 
captain – a natural leader who led from 
the front. Tigre Bowonnaowarux was 
excellent when required in goal, with 
Jasper May and Finlay Morton making 
great strides as regular members of the 

team. I thoroughly enjoyed the season as 
coach and am extremely grateful for the 
many hours of hard work that the squad 
gave throughout the term. Good luck to 
all the boys for next season. 

JRA

Squad: Tigre Bowonnaowarux, Archie 
Reeve, Scott Pickford, Christian 
Syms, Adam Cutler, Jasper May, 
Archie Hunter, Finlay Morton, Oliver 
Moon, Leo Duffill, Alex Hoskins, 
Flynn McHardy, Bertie Maxwell, Jake 
Hickman.

U12A
P 7      W 4      L 3      D 1

The U12As started the 2020 season 
against Prior Park College. Both sides 
were evenly matched and neither side 
could convert several early chances in 
front of goal. Prior scored late on in 
the game to snatch victory. We put the 
disappointment behind us when we 

faced Warminster. Tom Lang and Rory 
Ethelston scored two goals each. Olly 
Butterworth scored a hat-trick against his 
old school, securing the side an 8-2 win.

Unfortunately, the team started poorly in 
our next fixture away at Monkton Prep. 
We were 3-0 down at half time against 
an organised and skilful side. We raised 
our game in the second half with Olly 
Butterworth scoring our only goal of the 
game as we went on to lose 4-1.

The side bounced back with a pleasing 
5-0 win over Lord Wandsworth College. 
This was followed by another impressive 
outing against Salisbury Cathedral 
School. The side won 7-2 with a hat trick 
from Fergus Cracknell and goals from 
Milo Robinson, Jack Waterworth and 
Olly Butterworth.

After half term, the side travelled to 
Bath to face Kingswood who are always 
tough opponents. After watching the 
U13A’s play well in their fixture, the 
U12A’s worked hard to successfully 
defend several short corners before 
conceding through a defensive error. 
Special mention should go to Ivo 
Briant-Evans who had a superb game 
in goal. Kingswood had the majority of 
possession and whilst they manage to 
score a second goal midway through the 
second half, Dauntsey’s battled hard to 
repel and frustrate our opponents.

Unfortunately, our next fixture against 
Beechen Cliff was cancelled and we 
finished the season hosting Colston’s. 
Ollie Butterworth and Tom Lang scored 
a brace and Fergus Cracknell scored to 
secure an impressive 5-3 win.

The side showed a great deal of promise 
and the ability to work hard for each 
other which will be a huge asset as they 
work their way up the school.

WPJW

Squad: Ivo Briant-Evans, Olly 
Butterworth, Fergus Cracknell, Rory 
Ethelston, Milo Lankaster, Tom Lang, 
Oliver Lishman, Charlie Macintosh, 
Ruben Miller, Milo Robinson, Willian 
Sawtell, Ben Smart, Jack Waterworth, 
Zach Wilson.
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U12B
P 9      W 9      L 0      D 0

The U12Bs have had a great season 
scoring 60 goals and only conceding 3. 
We have had the honour of Mr Olsen as 
our coach this season, who has played a 
big part in our unbeaten run of form!

We played Prior Park College first and 
won 6-0, a convincing win to start the 
season! We had great contributions 
from Ben Smart and Ollie Smith playing 
outstandingly well in defence. 

Our second game was against Warminster 
which was a game that Dauntsey’s 
dominated from the start. Ollie Locking 
scoring an amazing 4 goals thanks to 
teamwork from everyone on the pitch.

At Stonar we once again took control 
of the game, with Max Jessop scoring a 
brace and Billy Gardiner putting himself 

firmly on the score sheet. With Milo 
Lancaster playing in the middle setting 
up many of the goals, we went on to our 
next game to beat Lord Wandsworth 
with Oliver Halder scoring 4 of the 6 
goals.

At Port Regis we had a very good start 
with Ted Pearson scoring a hat-trick and 
Sam Spooner putting 2 goals into the 
back of the net. Oliver Halder whizzed 
down the right wing, yet again!

Next, we travelled to Kingswood School 
in Bath, to what was the hardest match 
of the season so far.  Going into the break 
at half time 0-0 we had a motivating talk 
from Mr Olsen!! After that, we were 
back on form finishing the match 2-0 
with Ben Sutheree named our man of the 
match.

At home, we also had convincing wins 
over Monkton Prep, Colston’s and 
Clayesmore, with the Dauntsey’s score 

sheet reaching above 8 goals in each game.  
Our goalkeeper Rafe Smith played 
brilliantly, and supported by a great team 
in defence, only let in 3 goals all term.

Thank you, Mr Olsen, for an amazing 
season – your encouragement, your 
motivation and for making it great fun. 
We really worked together as a team and 
Mr Olsen made it all possible.

Ted Pearson

Squad: Billy Gardner, Ted Pearson, Ben 
Smart, Luke Green, Elis Ponting, Oliver 
Halder, Max Jessop, Sam Spooner, Ollie 
Locking, Ruben Miller, Rafe Smith, 
Oscar Hildebrand, Ollie Smith, Ben 
Sutthery.



146

The Dauntseian 2019-2020 Sport

First XI
P 23      W 15      L 6      D 2

Dauntsey’s First XI have had a fantastic season this term, 
winning 15 and drawing 2 out of 23 games. With many young 
new faces in the team, we set off to Cardiff Met University for a 
pre-season tournament, performing well and coming second. 

Once back at School, our first fixture of the term was home 
against Portsmouth Grammar School, where we started 
strong winning 5-0, before our first away game against 
Sherborne Girls. It was a tough game, but we showed a good 
team performance drawing 1-1. Our next match was against 
Marlborough College who proved to be another challenging 
fixture, but with great teamwork and solid defending, the 
game ended with a 2-2 draw. We faced Clayesmore next, and 
with some fantastic goals we came away with an 8-0 victory. 
Following this, we played our first match in the U18 England 
Hockey Cup against Redmaid’s. With great determination 
from the whole team, we came away with a resounding 6-2 
defeat, progressing to the next round.

With confidence high, our next game was against a well drilled 
Bradfield College but despite our best efforts, our unbeaten 
streak was broken. We then played King’s School Bruton and 
after a tough game last season, we played with superb structure 
and consistency resulting in a fantastic 2-1 victory. Our next 
two games included the second round of the England Hockey 
U18 Cup where we were up against Queen’s College Taunton 

and Prior Park College. After a defeat against a very strong 
Queen’s Taunton side, we bounced back to beat Prior 8-1 with 
some great goals from the forwards. As the end of the season 
was edging closer, Wellington College was our next away fixture 
where, in cold and very wet conditions, we were unlucky to lose 
a close game despite some brilliant teamwork. 

For our next two games we faced Monkton Coombe, and 
Bryanston scoring 10 goals and only conceding 1, coming 
away with two strong victories. We then faced Bristol Grammar 
school in round two of the National Plate. Despite some injuries, 
the team put in a great performance, breaking down many of 
the opposition’s patterns. It was a very close game with an equal 
score, until a well-deserved goal from the forwards in the last 
minute resulted in an exciting 4-3 victory. Up next was KE VI 
Southampton away, where we were unlucky to lose by one goal. 

Our last home game of the season was against Bristol Grammar 
School for the second time. We knew it would be a tough 
match and with emotions running high, we put up a great 
performance from minute one, resulting in a fantastic 3-1 
victory. Our final fixture of the term was away at Taunton 
School for round 4 of the England National Plate. After 
dominating the first half of the game with hard work from the 
whole team, we were able to secure another 3-1 victory. This 
meant we progressed through to the regional semi-final, at 
home after Christmas. With enormous support from the whole 
school, the team played our best game of the season against 
Bromsgrove in the semi-final resulting in an incredible 3-1 
victory, entering us into the regional final of the National Plate. 

Girls’ Hockey
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After scoring the first goal in the final 
against Blundell’s, we maintained 
the majority of ball possession but 
were unlucky to lose the match 3-1. 
Despite this defeat, the team should feel 
exceptionally proud as this is the furthest 
Dauntsey’s girl’s hockey has ever reached 
in the National Plate. 

I feel that the key to our success as a team 
is that we have all thoroughly enjoyed 
playing every game. That enjoyment 
stemmed from the great camaraderie 
between all the players which was 
instrumental in our improvement as the 
season unfolded. 

Finally, we would like to thank Mr 
Devney for a fantastic term of hockey 
which is tribute to his incredible 
coaching. 

Elena Swanton

Squad: Elena Swanton (C), Millie Reeve, 
Polly Campbell, Hermione Warburton-
Hogben, Rosie Jephson, Maya House, 
Amelia Place, Sophie Hollis, Gemma 
Harvey, Sophia Hill, Issie Burn, Virginia 
Jacobs, Sophie Grant, Lucy Crompton, 
Riya Patel.

Second XI
P 15      W 7      L 6      D 2

The 2019 season got off to an interesting 
start for the Second XI, with three 
5-1 defeats in succession against PGS, 
Sherborne Girls and Marlborough 
College. Despite some decent spells in 
each of these matches, the losing habit 
had set in and we needed to shake it off 
quickly. Fortunately, we did so soon 
after, with a comfortable 9-0 win against 
an under-strength Clayesmore side. Jessie 
Romer-Lee netted a pleasing hat-trick, 
but my favourite goal was the text-book 
penalty corner deflection by Sophia 
Deakin from Ellie Barker’s delivery. 
Injury and illness meant we were short 
of defenders against a good KES, Bath 
side in our next match, but a very 
strong display from Bronte Lorimer in 
defence, Bella Meyrick in midfield, and 
a first clean sheet of the season for Alice 
Keppel-Compton in goal allowed us to 
come away with a 0-0 draw.

Bradfield College were up next in another 
closely fought encounter. Pippy Abel 
impressed driving forward from left-back 
as we went in 0-0 at half-time, but the 
decisive moment came when Bijou Angus, 
who was later deservedly promoted to 
the First XI, drove forward and released 
the ball at just the right time for Bea 
Williams to confidently smash home. 
Olivia Carpenter marshalled the back-
line delightfully to prevent us conceding. 
Against King’s, Bruton, a lovely, flowing 
move involving a trademark strong run 
down the right from Holly Gaiger was 
finished nicely by Sophie Grant, but 
ultimately it wasn’t quite enough, as 
they came back to draw 1-1. Against 
Godolphin we exhibited one of the traits 
that goes with having a successful season 
in team sport – we won (2-1) but played 
terribly as a team. That said, there were 
some pleasing individual performances, 
with Immie Ayling looking confident on 
her return, and Hannah Smith taking no 
prisoners and dominating the midfield 
battles as usual. A 4-0 win against Prior 
Park was notable for a Sophie Grant 
hat-trick, one of which was a delightful 
goal that was worked all the way out of 
defence, with Maisie Arnold and Phoebe 
Lishman combining nicely, Hannah 
Smith cutting inside to find an onrushing 
Bronte Lorimer, whose shot was saved 
but Sophie was there for the rebound – 
straight off the training ground.

Wellington College defeated us 4-0 
in our next outing, and were good 
value for their win. Maisie Arnold was 
impressive in defence again, with her 
determination and desire setting a good 

example for all. Against Monkton we ran 
out 7-1 winners. Captain Poppy Napier 
was amongst the goals, as was Immie 
Ayling (much to her own surprise and 
delight!). Bryanston didn’t offer too 
much resistance as we followed this up 
with a second successive 7-1 win, with 
notable and dominant performances 
from Bea Williams, whose hat-trick goal 
came from an impossible angle, and 
Sophia Deakin. A valiant effort followed 
against Kingswood, but their superior 
fitness and organisation guided them to 
a 3-0 win despite plenty of endeavour 
from Dauntsey’s. A first-half hat-trick 
from Sophia Deakin put the game to 
bed against KES, Southampton, and 
although they did come back well in the 
second half we saw it out for a 4-0 win. 
Our traditional final game of the season 
against Bristol Grammar School was a 
tough day as usual, and although we got 
back from 0-4 to 2-4, it was always going 
to be difficult match to finish on. Many 
thanks for the contributions of everyone 
who played for the Second XI this 
season, but a particular thanks to our 
leavers, Jessie Romer-Lee, Poppy Napier 
and Ellie Barker, who have made the last 
three seasons very enjoyable indeed.

MDK

Squad: Pippy Abel, Maisie Arnold, 
Immie Ayling, Ellie Barker, Olivia 
Carpenter, Sophia Deakin, Holly Gaiger, 
Sophie Grant, Alice Keppel-Compton, 
Bronte Lorimer, Bella Meyrick, Poppy 
Napier (c), Jessie Romer-Lee, Hannah 
Smith, Bea Williams.



148

The Dauntseian 2019-2020 Sport

Third XI 
P 13      W 6      L 6      D 1

What a fantastic season it has been for 
the Third XI this year. Although the 
team had rocky start, losing the first few 
matches, they were never disheartened. 
The first match of the season the girls 
lost 5-1 to Sherbourne Girls. The match 
highlighted the areas that we needed 
to work on in order to produce a better 
score, since many opportunities were 
created but the girls seemed unable to get 
a goal. However, this was something we 
could work on easily during our training 
sessions. 

In the following match the team really 
shone and gelled together when against 
Marlborough. Although we lost 1-0 
the defence played amazingly and every 
single person on pitch contributing 
greatly, despite an unlucky score. The 
match showed great promise for the team 
in the future. We then went on to play 
Bradfield College. Unfortunately, we 
lost this match 2-0 as we weren’t able to 
finish the opportunity we made with a 
goal. In this match Mabel Garton-Jones 

stood out due to many excellent tackles 
that she made. In training we focused 
heavily on scoring goals, short corners, 
and how to set up the best opportunity 
to get a goal. It is clear that this was a 
successful training session as we then 
went on to win the next match against 
Kings Bruton 3-1. The goals were scored 
by Holly Ridgers and Tess Carer with 
Maddie George assisting heavily. Tilly 
Buxton and Phoebe Lishman played very 
well in defence creating space to allow for 
a breakthrough. 

The highlight of the season was definitely 
the 2-0 win against Wellington College. 
Despite the heavy rain and late start the 
girls were determined to win. The whole 
team played extremely well with Solene 
Thomas standing out throughout the 
entire match. This match showed how 
well the team had bonded and improved 
over the season so far. They took on 
every piece of advice and displayed all 
new techniques during this game, giving 
us a well-deserved win! We then went 
onto win the next few matches with 
Freya Wharton scoring a goal in a short 
corner against Monkton securing a 2-0 
victory. We then spent the next week 

preparing for the game against Bryanston 
as we knew it would be a tough match 
to win. As soon as we got on the pitch 
all the girls gave 100% with a great goal 
from Tess Carter which gave us a 1-0 
win. Everybody played extreme well 
during this match, with the stand-out 
performance from Phoebe Lishman in 
defence. We were very unlucky in the 
following match against Kingswood, 
losing 1-0 but the girls put up a great 
fight with Violet Hopper saving some 
great shots at goal. The last match of 
the season was against Bristol Grammar 
School, and we knew it was going 
to be hard to defeat them, especially 
considering many of the team had been 
involved in the play and were very tired. 
Despite this, they pulled out all the 
stops and played extremely hard. It was 
clear how much the girls wanted to win 
this game. Tess Carter scored in the first 
half which gave us a narrow advantage 
in what was a very even game. The girls 
started the second half well and attacked 
their D and defended all their efforts well 
with all players happily racing back. The 
final whistle went during a short corner 
to them and they finally got the goal they 
probably deserved, leaving the final score 
1-1. It was a great game to end the season, 
with everyone playing their best. 

It has been an absolute pleasure to 
captain the girls Third XI this year. 
I have enjoyed playing with them 
all so much and will miss this team. 
Throughout the season the girls have 
all individually progressed their hockey 
skills and their general understanding 
of game. This is shown clearly in their 
results with the second half of the season 
being more successful than the first. 
JMW has also been such an amazing 
coach throughout the entire season, 
making the team better whilst ensuring 
that we all have fun. I know all the leavers 
in this team will miss her greatly; she 
has made us all love and extremely enjoy 
hockey whilst being at Dauntsey’s! 

Annie Hourahane

Squad: Hannah Barnes, Tilly Buxton, 
Meggie Caldwell, Tess Carter, Marci 
Duffel, Mabel Garton-Jones, Maddie 
George, Violet Hopper, Annie 
Hourahane, Phoebe Lishman, Jess 
Nichol, Olivia Parrott, Maddie Reay, 
Holly Ridges, Solene Thomas, Bea 
Watts, Freya Wharton.
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Fourth XI 
P 11      W 6      L 3      D 2

Throughout the season, the Fourth XI 
demonstrated great enthusiasm, good 
humour and team spirit. The season 
started well with a narrow loss against 
Sherborne Girls - Flo Evenden played 
very well in midfield and Holly Ridgers 
and Tilly Buxton secured a goal each. 
Our next match was a somewhat tougher 
fixture against Marlborough College in 
which the girls performed well. However, 
due to two goals in quick succession just 
after half time, and a third goal in the last 
few seconds of the match, we came away 
with a loss of 3-0 and some good ideas on 
what to work on in the future. 

The lessons learned from the previous 
defeat, and with some brilliant effort 
shown in training, saw the Fourth XI 
win their next fixture against KES Bath. 
Following a team talk at half time, 
the girls ran away with their 1-0 lead 
to score two more goals, winning the 
match 3-0. Bea Watts and Alvita Busari 
were outstanding. Despite a 4-1 loss 
against Bradfield College, Maddy Reay 
played brilliantly and scored a beautiful 
goal. Caitlin Clark and Katy Ferguson 
provided the team with a strong defence 
and Alex Rafael played well in midfield. 
Resounding victories against King’s 

Bruton and Downside then followed 
with a total of nine goals being scored in 
these two matches alone. Against King’s 
Bruton, Issy Kinder scored two goals, 
with Emily Bagnall and Hannah Weeden 
scoring one each. Kirsty Mathieson 
played solidly in defence with brilliant 
support from Josie Banovic which helped 
to secure a no concession win. Despite a 
scrappy start to the game, the girls played 
well win comfortably against Downside. 
Maddy Reay stormed ahead securing 
three goals for the team with the midfield 
supporting her well as she moved up the 
pitch. 

On a winning streak, the Fourth XI 
secured wins in their next two matches 
as well, against Prior Park College 
and Clayesmore, winning 7-0 in both. 
Throughout these games the girls 
demonstrated what they had learnt 
in training superbly and showed off 
their individual flexibility in playing 
in a range of different positions on the 
pitch. A notable mention must go to 
Kirsty Mathieson who, in the first few 
minutes of her debut as a forward, scored 
an impressive goal and proceeded to 
set up two more in the match against 
Clayesmore. Darcey Goddard also put in 
a strong performance against Clayesmore 
securing two goals supported by Marcy 
Duffill who played as a key member of 
the midfield. 

The following two matches resulted in 
draws against Wellington College and 
Bryanston. Whilst these were tougher 
fixtures than the previous few matches, 
the girls rose to the challenge and did 
well to keep the score at 1-1 for both 
fixtures. There was lovely play by all 
and some brilliant work in defence from 
Katy Ferguson. The season ended on a 
high with a 3-1 win against Kingswood. 
This match was a lovely ending to a 
fantastic season for the Fourth XI 
and allowed them to demonstrate the 
progress they have made as a team. It 
has been an absolute pleasure to watch 
this committed and enthusiastic team 
grow in confidence both together and 
individually this season; they have 
demonstrated brilliant sportsmanship 
and team spirit and should be proud of 
the players that they have become. I wish 
them all the very best for the future.

HES

Squad: Darcey Goddard, Marcy Duffill, 
Kirsty Mathieson, Emily Bagnall, 
Hannah Weeden, Elisabeth Peak, Maddy 
Reay, Issy Kinder, Josie Banovic, Jess 
Nicols, Caitlin Clark, Katy Ferguson, 
Alex Rafael, Bea Watts, Tilly Buxton, 
Alvita Bursari, Holly Ridgers, Flo 
Evenden.
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U15A
P 12      W 7      L 3      D 2

The U15A team has performed well 
this season, winning over half of their 
matches and only losing three. Everyone 
in the team has upped their game since 
their U14A season, by training harder 
and earning a well-deserved spot on the 
team. 

To start the season, we faced PGS. We 
were all a bit rusty and needed to settle 
into our new line-up but Liv and Mima 
took their first goals of the season giving 
us a 2-2 draw. After this typical start of 
season game, we were preparing for a 
hard game away at Marlborough. Within 
the first 15 minutes we saw Megan feed 
Phe Phe the ball which she converted 
giving us the first goal of the game. Due 
to our lack of fitness the Marlborough 
side put us under lots of pressure 
and managed to score twice in quick 
succession. The second half saw us step 
up our game and with some impressive 
saves from Sophia and another goal from 
Phe Phe we narrowly lost 3-2. 

Next, we faced Clayesmore and St Mary’s 
Calne; both of these games were games 
to forget. We started rather complacently 
and lost all our structure, focus and 
composure but thankfully managed not 
to lose after some serious words over half 
time. We arrived back at school knowing 
we needed to step up our training 
if we wanted to have a game worth 
remembering against Bradfield College.

Bradfield were upon us and we arrived 
as a different team. We suddenly had 
composure on the ball, a structured press 
and read the game much better, especially 
Poppy in the defensive line, who played 
out of her skin. We only conceded 1 goal 
and thanks to, Mina, Liv and Talia who 
all scored impressive goals, two of which 
were set up by Eliza, the final score was 
3-1 to us. 

During our next three matches we 
managed to score 12 goals and only 
conceded one, winning them all. 
Throughout each game we saw our team 
build stronger and stronger. Our games 
became much more clinical, composed 
and enjoyable. We saw a lot more effort 
from our entire team in training sessions 
and began reaping the rewards in our 
fixtures. 

Arriving back at school after our wins 
we knew we had to keep our strength 
and composure for our game against 
Wellington. We played well but they 
found our weaknesses, consequently 
it was a 4-1 loss. Despite the result, the 
team played well.

Each and everyone of us have developed 
as players’ over the course of the season. 
We have found a new hunger to succeed 
and our focus in training has certainly 
improved thanks to LPM and JD’s hours 
of work coaching us. Our hard work 
both on and off the pitch and support of 
one another as a team was the key to our 
winning results. We have enjoyed playing 
as a unit over the past few years and it 
will be a set of new challenges as we step 
up into the senior squads next season.

Lastly, I would like to thank LPM for 
being a great and fair coach throughout 
the entire term. 

Megan Anderson

Squad: Megan Anderson, Mina Angus, 
Chiara Boote, Talia Eastlake, Poppy 
Harris, Eliza Hill, Mima Naumann, 
Bella Owen, Lucy Parrott, Sophia 
Parrott, Phe Phe Pye, Olivia Smail, 
Melinda Yona.

U15B
P 13      W 7      L 5      D 1

This was a fantastic season by the U15B 
squad. They had some great results, some 
losses and a draw. Throughout all that 
thy were always a ‘team’. 

The season started brightly with a match 
against Portsmouth Grammar resulting 
in a 2-1 win, with Helen Bourne being 
Player of the Match. I could see that 
they had potential for the season. The 
defence were a strong and active unit of 
players; Lottie Litherland, Rosie Basnett, 
Phoebe Salisbury and Ellie Evans. We 
moved onto Sherborne, where again 
they produced a 3-0 victory. The scorers 
were Rosie Burn, Poppy Mackinnon and 
Scout Johnstone. This was the match I 
discovered the team enjoyed the second 
half more than the first! Regularly the 
first half was muddled and messy but 
after briefings at half time, the second 
half of many games looked so different. 
This was a theme throughout the season 
but the girls always finished strong.

The next match was against a strong 
Marlborough College side. It was not an 
enjoyable game in terms of the score but 
also the feeling on the pitch. Dauntsey’s 
girls worked brilliantly and as always 
were together throughout the match.
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The next two wins were superb and 
there were good performances against 
Clayesmore (2-0) and St Mary’s School 
(3-1). Over the season a few players 
were taken to play in the ‘A’ team but 
brilliantly came back to the ‘B’s’ to 
gain more pitch time. As a coach I 
was delighted! The athletic defence 
continued to shine, as well as the 
brilliantly improving GK, Phoebe Parry. 
Goals were scored by all the forwards, 
including Florence Ward, Rosie Burn, 
Poppy Mackinnon and Samantha 
Mutavayi. We also had Georgia Facer in 
the group, who scored some fantastic 
goals from direct sweeps from short 
corners. Her skill level with the ball was 
very effective.

The midfield players gelled together 
well, with strength in all areas. Helen 
Bourne showed great leadership and was 
a consistent performer throughout the 
season. Sydney Evenden, Scout Johnstone 
and Ellie Walker were all hard working 
and successful around her. We had 
another player join the team from the 
‘C’s’. Mia Chan slotted into the group 
with ease and was the most versatile 
player of the group. She played any 
position with a huge smile on her face.

Next came a bit of a ‘sticky’ patch in 
terms of results which saw losses to 
Bradfield, Downside and Wellington 

College. We were very unlucky to lose 
to Downside, as we were in control for a 
good part of the game. 

Dotted among the losses were some 
brilliant wins against King’s Bruton (7-0) 
and Prior Park (2-0). A classy hattrick by 
Poppy Mackinnon secured the victory. 
These goals would not have worked 
without the precision and accuracy of 
the other forwards. The GK at Prior Park 
kept our score down to 2-0 but it was 
good to get another clean sheet.

The Bryanston match finished 0-0 
despite having most of the chances. We 
were not clinical enough in front of 
goal and we worked on this in training 
before our last two fixtures. We lost our 
penultimate game against King Edward 
VI School Southampton 1 – 0 but were 
desperate to finish the season on a high.

The final match was a superb 2-0 win 
against Bristol Grammar School with 
goals from Georgia Facer and Rosie 
Burn. Again, it was an impressive second 
half display that sealed the victory. Rosie 
Burn (Player of the Match) had the game 
of the season on the left wing!

I thoroughly and wholeheartedly enjoyed 
running the U15B team. They were the 
most superb, delightful and successful 
team!

GIB

Squad: Rosie Basnett, Helen Bourne, 
Rosie Burn, Mia Chan, Ellie Evans, 
Sydney Evenden, Georgia Facer, Scout 
Johnstone, Lottie Litherland, Poppy 
Mackinnon, Samantha Mutavayi, 
Phoebe Parry, Phoebe Salisbury, Eleanor 
Walker, Flo Ward.

U14A
P 26      W 19      L 5      D 2

With the strong addition of six new 
players into the squad, the U14’s looked 
to build upon their success from 
the previous season. Unfortunately, 
Sherbourne had other ideas, taking the 
team by surprise in their first match 
with clinical passing and pace. At half 
time the girls found themselves 4-1 
down. However, with determination 

on the wing from Katie and some well 
composed defending from Matilda the 
team began to work as a unit and were 
able to end the match with 5-3 with 
Sophie, Georgina and Anna scoring. 
After an abrupt start to the season the 
girls intensified their training, started 
settling into their positions and became 
more fluid in their hockey skills. This led 
to a nine game winning streak, 31 goals 
being scored from six different players 
and qualification into the Tier 2 regional 
county finals. Particular highlights of 
this streak included both Mollie’s short 
corner goals against St Marys Calne, 
Anna’s tireless work rate up front during 
the 6-0 win against Prior Park and 
Charlotte’s clinical clearing of the ball 
from our own circle against Godolphin 
leading to a 2-0 win.

Having had a strong run of matches, the 
team were determined to give Wellington 
College a run for their money and 
although the game went from end to end 
with over 20 attacking runs into their 
opponent’s circle and 15 saves made by 
India Vivian. Dauntsey’s were unable 
to push the ball past the opposition 
resulting in a 3-0 loss. This however 
did not reflect the incredible efforts of 
both Tammy and Harriette and the 
unrelenting work rate from the team as 
a whole.

During the final stretch of the season the 
U14’s partook in a Super 7’s tournament 
held at Lord Wandsworth College in 
which they played a total of 7 games 
where 23 goals were scored by 8 players 
whilst only conceding three. The squad 
can only be commended for their 
performance as they narrowly lost by one 
point due to a power play technicality. 
India started the tournament off in 
style by making use of some of the more 
unique rules within the tournament 
and kicked a goal over the opposition’s 
keeper. It was Molly however who 
finished off the tournament in style by 
scoring four goals in the final match 
bringing her personal goal total to 18 for 
the season.

Energised by their success at the 
tournament the U14’s showed 
determination and resilience during 
the regional finals. They took on four 
schools winning the first two matches by 
2-0 (both Emma and Anna contributing 
to the score line) before they confronted 
the tournaments favourites, Hereford 
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Cathedral School. Although they fought 
hard the were out paced and conceded 
two goals which led them into their final 
match which ended in a 0-0 draw and 
left the girls position in the tournament 
to be decided on strokes. After 10 very 
nerve racking stokes the final score left 
dauntseys with a 3-2 loss.

The final match unfortunately was 
heavily affected by pupil illness and we 
went into the match with a skeleton 
squad. That being said the team played 
with more spirit and fight than I had 
possibly seen all season and remarkably 
came away with a 1-1 draw against a solid 
Bristol Grammar side. Katie, Arabella 
and Phoebe all showing their flexibility 
and talent whilst playing out of position. 
Whilst Louise admirably filled in for an 
absent Matilda in defence. It has been 
an absolute delight to coach this squad 
of girls for a second year running and I 
can honestly say that they all have bright 
hockey futures ahead of them. 

SJR

Squad: Molly Ball, Arabella Caldwell, 
Tammy Dobby, Georgina Ethelston, 
Matilda Frost, Phoebe Illingworth, 
Emma Jephson, Sophie Kibble, Alex 
Lascelles, Ruby Morton, Charlotte Perry, 
Harriette Puddy-Jones, Anna Staines, 
Louise Wood, Katie Wright, India Vivian.

U14B
P 11      W 8      L 2      D 1

The U14Bs had a very successful season 
winning eight of their eleven fixtures, 
whilst scoring a multitude of magnificent 
goals (thirty-seven!) and maintaining 
seven clean sheets. Fundamental to 
their success was their camaraderie 
and willingness to work hard for each 
other. Sophie Kibble was a dynamic and 
inspirational captain whose commitment 
on the field galvanised everyone, 
squeezing every extra drop of effort from 
each player and setting the standards for 
all to follow. 

The season commenced on the backfoot 
with a five-two loss against Sherborne; 
the team was rusty after the summer 
break and not yet capable of anticipating 
each others’ patterns of play. However, 
the potential was there for all to see 
– Charlotte Alexander was light and 
nimble on her feet and in her mind and 
Annabel Neve was full of drive and 
determination. This was followed up 
with a midweek match against our local 
rivals, Marlborough College. It was not 
a ‘pretty’ match as but, arguably, it is the 
result that matters and we scraped a 1-0 
win. Maddie Curry made the discernible 
difference, anticipating and blocking 
every ball as it came towards our goal. 
Martha Nicholson was immense in 

defence, soaking up wave after wave 
of Marlborough attacks and Captain 
Sophie continually disrupted in midfield. 

Against Clayesmore, our structure came 
together and everything clicked: the 
opposition could not compete with our 
fast-paced tempo and attacking play and 
a goal fest ensued with eleven of every 
variety (penalty corners to strikes from 
the top of the D to dainty, one-twos). 
Charlotte Grant, Sophie Kibble and 
Jemima Groves darted and weaved their 
way up the pitch, puncturing into the D, 
time and time again, creating the chances 
to put it in the goal. However, the team 
was brought back to earth the following 
Saturday with a comprehensive defeat by 
Bradfield College (3-0). The opposition 
was well drilled and too strong in all 
areas of the field. 

We went to St Mary’s, Calne, ready to 
redeem ourselves. Jemima Groves settled 
the nerves with a goal midway through 
the first half after Sophie Kibble selflessly 
passed it to her in the D. Charlotte 
Grant scored two more, one of which 
was a lovely lifted ball which deceived 
the goal keeper. Every St Mary’s attack 
was snuffed out by Emelia Taylor and 
Lily Broilliard. With Maddie Curry ill, 
Annabel Neve stepped into the goal 
keeping position and did a great job as we 
kept a clean sheet. The flow continued 
with a seven one win against King’s 
Bruton, in which Bea Fooks’ and Saffron 
Arnold’s superb pace and composure on 
the ball out on the wings were essential 
ingredients, ditto Nicholson’s powerful 
surges out of defence. The girls applied 
great pressure preventing King’s Bruton 
from barely getting the ball out of their 
defensive 25. 

The Prior Park game (a 1-1 draw) was 
probably best remembered for a missing 
gum shield and Charlotte Webb’s debut. 
Our match against Lord’s Wandsworth 
proved to be a great squad performance; 
six goals were scored in total, each one 
being a ‘team’ goal (carried into the D, 
a lay off then a shot at goal). Charlotte 
Webb, proved worthy of her spot with 
two further goals. Our winning streak 
continued with a closer game against 
Wellington College: our defenders 
had their work cut out, picking off the 
opposition players as they came through. 
This exciting game finished in our favour 
with a 1-0 win. We followed up with 
two more 1-0 wins against Bryanston 
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and KES Southampton respectively. The 
Bryanston match was a consummate 
team performance, where our skill level, 
positional play and strength were all a 
notch above the opposition’s. Our KES 
match was of interest primarily because 
some of the girls managed to get lost 
between the pitch, the toilet and the club 
house so a search party had to be sent out 
for them!

Our final game of the season was against 
Bristol Grammar School and we scored 
four top notch goals whilst keeping a 
clean sheet. Beatrice Fooks stretched the 
opposition, powering down the wide 
channels, delivering past paced balls into 
the D. Charlotte Grant and Ines Prodger 
were on top form: trapping balls and 
then accelerating past the defender. The 
defence smothered everything that came 
close to the 25. It was a fantastic game to 
end the season and demonstrated how far 
this set of players has come. 

A fantastic group of girls whose great 
heart, selflessness and fun made this team 
both a delight and honour to coach. 

KSC

Squad: Taylor, Kibble, Neve, Nicholson, 
Alexander, Curry, Prodger, Woodhead, 
Fooks, Arnold, Webb, Binsted, Groves, 
Grant, Fooks.

U13A
P 12      W 8      L 3      D 1

The U13A team kickstarted their 
season with a home game against a very 
competitive Devizes Hockey Club. With 
a large squad, it was great to see different 
combinations being played, with some of 
the girls trying out new positions. Whilst 
goals came from Mima Richardson, 
Daisy Lawson Johnston, Izzy Lloyd and 
Ellie Mullins, it was very much a team 
effort with nice short, sharp passes across 
the pitch from all. With one training 
session under our belts, the team were 
back on the astro against a drilled and 
clinical Port Regis side. Whilst we didn’t 
manage to secure a win, it was a valuable 
learning experience for the team and we 
took the lessons we learned into our next 
game against KES Bath. Our shape and 
transitioning of the ball was exemplary 
in this game and despite the extremely 
hot conditions, the girls gave 110%. We 
looked dangerous in all positions with 
excellent defending from Charlotte 
Durrant and Nancy Hughes. Daisy was 
a real threat in front of goal, scoring 
four. Mima and Izzy added a goal each to 
secure a 6-2 win. 

Farleigh were our next competitors 
and despite countless opportunities on 
goal, it was a stalemate for both sides, 
ending the game with a 0-0 score. Issy 

Morton was outstanding at the back, 
making some vital saves throughout the 
match. We then had two very strong 
performances against Warminster 
and Godolphin: what stood out for 
me was not just the amount of goals 
scored, but also the way in which the 
girls transitioned the ball around the 
pitch. Evie Cowling was super against 
Warminster, finding herself in great 
attacking places, and she was rewarded 
with a hat-trick. Ellie Mullins was sharp 
in front of goal, netting four to her 
total. Ruby House was influential in the 
success of the team against Godolphin, 
sticking to the task and defending and 
transferring the ball excellently. 

Our next three matches were all away 
against very good opposition so were 
an excellent test for the team to see how 
far we had come. The first game ended 
in a 6-1 win against St Mary’s Calne, 
and this was followed by a 5-2 victory 
against Lord Wandsworth College: this 
fixture impressed me on several levels. 
It was a very evenly matched game and 
the opposition had several strong players 
whom we tried to counteract. The bus 
journey left us a little tired in the first 
half; however, we stuck to task and with 
four minutes to go, the score was 1-1. 
We then went on to score three well-
deserved goals, showing absolute hunger 
for the ball. We faced tough opposition 
in our next game against Kingwood, 
learning some valuable lessons in our 
performance. It was great to see the 
girls determined in their next training 
session before we played Thorngrove 
School: in this match a more clinical 
performance was seen, and it was lovely 
to see a number of the B team players 
representing the A team. 

On the penultimate Saturday, we played 
KES Southampton. Having lost to them 
last year, it was certainly going to be a 
tough fixture. Both GKs were influential 
at either end, with Issy Morton making 
some super saves, and likewise the 
opposition GK made a fantastic save 
with her hands, denying Ellie of an 
early opportunity. Rosie Olsen and 
Isabel Moverley were outstanding in 
this match, demonstrating with their 
excellent defensive skills just how far 
they had come as players. With a 0-0 
result at half time, we had all to play for, 
and credit must go to the team for really 
stepping up their performance to score 
three cracking goals in the final half. 
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With two matches left to go, the girls 
were keen to maintain their winning 
ways – a 7-0 win against Prior Park saw 
Charlotte record a hat-trick, and again 
some fantastic individual performances 
from Ruby and Charlotte. The girls’ 
final match was against a tough Bristol 
Grammar School side; despite losing 2-1, 
the girls showed great character and our 
short corner to goal was the best of the 
season. 

I have really enjoyed coaching the U13 
group this year: I have no doubt that they 
will relish the opportunity to branch 
out onto a full size pitch next year and I 
wish them the very best. What has been 
important for the group this year is that 
they develop their core skills, experiment 
with new ones, understand the game 
further and continue to develop their 
teamwork and sportsmanship.

KAB

Squad: Evie Cowling, Charlotte 
Durrant, Ruby House, Nancy Hughes, 
Daisy Lawson Johnston, Izzy Lloyd, Issy 
Morton, Isabel Moverley, Ellie Mullins, 
Rosie Olsen, Jemima Richardson.

U13B
P 13      W 9      L 3      D 1

The U13B team has won nine of their 13 
matches this season, as well as managed 
to secure a brilliant goal difference of 
+48 (63 goals scored, 15 conceded). Such 
an impressive statistic cannot come from 
the work of just one or two individuals 
and clearly demonstrates the group’s 
outstanding ability to work as a team.

The girls kicked off their season in style 
with a 2-0 win against KES Bath, with 
one goal each coming from Izzy Jephson 
and Olivia Pearson. Shortly after, they 
drew 1:1 against Cricklade Manor Prep, 
before moving onto Farleigh. Despite 
conceding two early goals, the girls 
continued to pile pressure on their 
opponents. Pleasingly, they managed to 
keep the final score-line at just 0-2, with 
Tori Facer winning player of the match 
for a handful of outstanding saves. 

Having worked on both their defending 
and finishing skills in subsequent 
training sessions, the girls went on to 
win their next four games, scoring a 
total of 39 goals across them and only 
conceding one. Some excellent individual 

performances included Phoebe Cazaly’s 
solid defence and first goal of the season 
in a 5-0 win against Warminster, as well 
as Olivia Austen’s terrific four goals in a 
13-0 win against Godolphin. This was 
followed by a 9-0 win against St. Mary’s 
Calne, with four of the goals scored by 
Izzy Coveney, the queen of intelligent 
positioning, and finally a 12-1 win against 
Lord Wandsworth’s, which included a 
clever hattrick by Lillian Jacobs. 

However, no winning streak is safe 
forever, and the girls were soon faced 
against a very strong Kingswood side. 
Having quickly gone 0-2 down, the 
girls treated the second half as a fresh 
start. There seemed to be a glimmer of 
hope when Ella Thompson put in two 
clever assists to Olivia Austen, but the 
team eventually lost 2-4. Nevertheless, 
according to Olivia, this was her 
‘favourite match of the season’, and it 
was no wonder considering the immense 
effort that all the girls put in against a 
very challenging side. 

Within a week, the U13Bs had 
dusted themselves off and were away 
at Sherborne. The team was quick 
to dominate and had several early 
attempts on goal but struggled to score. 
Fortunately, after having carefully 
analysed the game from the side-lines, 
Imogen Prentice came on in the second 
quarter and scored a magnificent first 
goal. She then put on a superb display 
in defence in conjunction with Phoebe 
Cazaly and Daisy Parsons, while Izzy 
Coveney and Ella Thompson scored 
another goal each, resulting in a final 
3-0 win. Ella also played terrifically 
in our next match against KES VI 
Southampton, scoring a hattrick, 
alongside Izzy Coveney and Olivia 
Pearson, who scored a brace each. 

In the penultimate match of the season, 
the girls, once again, put in a fabulous 
team effort against Prior Park, winning 
8-0. While six girls did manage to get 
their names on the score sheet, arguably, 
it was Daisy Parsons who gave the most 
impressive performance on the day. 
With her strength, speed and leadership 
qualities, she was an excellent sweeper 
and made defending look incredibly easy! 

The final opponents of the season came 
in the form of Bristol Grammar School, 
a team that the U13Bs had been looking 
forward to playing against, having been 
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defeated by them last year. However, 
unfortunate circumstances on the day 
meant that the girls were missing their 
goalkeeper, a defender, and a midfielder, 
so it was certainly going to be a tough 
task. Nevertheless, as has come to be 
expected of the U13Bs, they showed true 
team spirit, vowing to put up a good 
fight. Imogen Prentice deserves a huge 
mention for immediately volunteering to 
put on the goalkeeping kit. This was an 
outstanding display of sportsmanship, 
not only because she had never played 
in the position before, but also because 
she knew this was to be her last match of 
the season against arguably the toughest 
opponents. Ultimately, the girls lost 1-6, 
but they should all be applauded for 
never once giving up. 

The U13B team has been a real joy to 
coach and it has been a pleasure spending 
time with them on match days. The girls 
have been huge fun, but also incredibly 
mature for their age. They have 
demonstrated time and time again their 
ability to communicate with each other 
in nothing but an uplifting manner – a 
skill that some professional athletes have 
yet to master! This has been a special 
group of girls, who I am sure will go on 
to succeed in many walks of life. Well 
done, girls, on all your improvement this 
term, and thank you all for representing 
Dauntsey’s so exceptionally.

MH

Squad: Olivia Austen, Phoebe Cazaly, 
Izzy Coveney, Tori Facer, Lillian 
Jacobs, Izzy Jephson, Daisy Parsons, 
Olivia Pearson, Imogen Prentice, Ella 
Thompson.

U12A
P 14      W 9      L 2      D 3

An exciting first match for the U12s 
with end-to-end hockey against a well-
drilled Devizes Hockey Club side. With 
15 girls on pitch side there were lots of 
changes and shuffling of positions but 
everyone played with enthusiasm and 
determination. With the score at 3-3 at 
half time we were holding on but we 
conceded two in succession and despite 
the valiant efforts of the whole team the 
final score line was 5-3. 

Our next outing was against Port Regis 
and the team were beginning to show 
some shape and we ran out clear winners 
with a 9-0 score line with Eden Winter, 
Ellie Higgens, Evie Roan, Alice Paton 
and Isla Ince scoring. KES proved to 
be a tougher team and in a close fought 
duel we ended up with two-a-piece 
and a fair draw. With the bit between 
their teeth this feisty bunch were on a 
roll and with some improved skills and 
better teamwork the girls were proving 
themselves to be a team to be reckoned 
with. Next up was Farleigh Prep School, 
another well-drilled and experienced 
side. In a closely fought match with 
plenty of opportunities for both sides 
Farleigh managed to run away with 
a couple of cheeky goals in the final 
quarter and we ended up 5-3 down at 
the final whistle. However, the girls 
had made plenty of progress and were 
positive and determined in defeat. Wins 
against Warminster and Godolphin 
ensued with Nancy Boswell, Evie Roan, 
Isla Ince, Ellie Higgens, Eden Winter, 
Thea Milton all scoring and some very 
good passages of play by this capable 
U12A side. In the Warminster match our 
GK Izzy Hutchinson didn’t make a single 
save thanks to the amazing defence. In 
our next match against St.Mary’s Calne 
old rivalries spurred the girls on to 
another win with Xanthe Boote getting 
her first goal. 

By now the team was building 
momentum and the girls enjoyed some 
fine victories against Lord Wandsworth 
College, Sherbourne Girls and 
Thorngrove, Sherbourne Girls and Prior 
Park with Carenza Hills adding to the list 

of goal scorers. With growing confidence 
on the ball and improving teamwork they 
were scoring consistently and continuing 
to make progress as a team. A tough 
match against Kingswood gave us one 
our few losses but with Issy Hutchinson 
making some super saves we kept the 
score to 6-2. So, we headed into our 
final fixture of the season against Bristol 
Grammar School. Traditionally the 
teams are very evenly matched and the 
climax of the season is always a nail-biter! 
This match lived up to expectations and 
with the ball ricocheting from one end 
to the other and despite conceding a 
goal in the first 10 seconds of the match 
we did well to get back into the game 
quickly and the final goal of the season 
was a cracking team effort and we ended 
the season on a high with a win 3-2. A 
special mention for a super season has 
to go to Issy Hutchinson and stalwart 
Goal Keeper and star defender Alex 
Wickenden who between them saved the 
day on several occasions. 

2019 proved to be great season where 
the girls made enormous progress 
throughout and were a real pleasure to 
coach. Committed, determined and full 
of energy, they will be a team to watch 
out for as they progress up through the 
school.

SC

Squad: Issy Hutchinson, Eden 
Winter, Xanthe Boote, Isla Ince, Alice 
Paton, Ellie Higgins, Evie Roan, Alex 
Wickenden, Carenza Hills, Thea Milton, 
Nancy Boswell.
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U12B
P 11      W 6      L 4      D 1

The U12B team demonstrated much 
enthusiasm, spirit and good humour 
throughout this season.  The season 
started very well with a win against KES 
Bath - Issy Hutchison played extremely 
well in goal, and Eva Fraser worked 
hard in midfield.  Our next match was 
a somewhat tougher fixture against 
Farleigh School.  Tallulah Riley worked 
tirelessly in attack, and was rewarded 
with a fantastic break away goal and, 
although the final score was a 1-4 defeat, 
we finished having learned a great 
deal from the attacking style in which 
Farleigh played.  

Our next fixture was against Warminster 
School, where we enjoyed a convincing 
win.  Lara Groves and Abby Haywood 
worked extremely well together in 
defence and Florence Lee controlled 
the midfield to create attacking 
opportunities for Carenza Hills.  A 
hat trick from Carenza, and goals from 
Florence Lee and Isla Harris resulted in 
an impressive final score of 5-0.  We then 
met Godolphin School and started a little 

slowly, appearing reluctant to attack. By 
half time, we were 0-1 down and, despite 
some fantastic goalkeeping from Florence 
Boyd, the score was soon 0-2.  Following 
a team talk at half time, the girls finally 
settled to play some of our best hockey to 
date; the girls left the pitch on the final 
whistle reflecting on how much better 
the game could have been if they had 
played with more drive and energy from 
the start.    

Resounding victories against St Mary’s 
and Lord Wandsworth College then 
followed and the girls really seemed to 
take the training advice, following their 
previous defeat, to heart – against St. 
Mary’s, they found space, passed well 
and really supported each other as a 
team.  A superb goal from Carenza Hills 
gave the team the confidence to drive 
for more goals, and it wasn’t long before 
some determined play from Florence 
Lee resulted in two more goals for her.  
Further goals from Camille Guillon and 
Janey Godfrey-Faussett created a pretty 
impressive score line.  Abby Haywood 
controlled the defence, while Florence 
Lee worked tirelessly in midfield; it was 
great to see the girls play with so much 
determination and enthusiasm.  Against 

Lord Wandsworth College, Tallulah 
Riley played with great tenacity and 
was justifiably rewarded with her first 
hat-trick, and Simi Bhasin worked well 
with Emily Gerring to create an almost 
impenetrable defence!  The greatest 
improvement that the girls made during 
these matches was in their use of the 
whole pitch – as space was created, so 
more thoughtful, open play followed 
and the girls worked well to support 
each other.  Following these victories, 
we then went on to face a very well 
drilled Kingswood side and, despite 
some impressive goalkeeping from 
Florence Boyd, we lost 0-1.  Our next 
match against Sherborne resulted in a 
2-0 win. In a tough match against KES 
Southampton we played intelligently to 
set up attack after attack and goals were 
scored by Isla Harris and Alice Patten; 
unfortunately, we were unable to convert 
any more opportunities into goals and 
despite some superb attacking play from 
Emily Payne, the final score was 2-2.  

Our penultimate match was played 
away at Prior Park, and the girls faced 
some of their toughest opposition of 
the season thus far; a superb goal from 
Janey Godfrey-Faussett in the first half 
set us up well, but tiredness set in and 
we soon found ourselves down a goal.  
We equalised with a goal from Florence 
Lee and were unlucky to then concede 
a goal in the final minutes of the game.  
The final game of the season was played 
at home against Bristol Grammar 
School.  In a nail-biting match, we 
found ourselves drawing 1-1 at half time.  
Seconds before the final whistle, we were 
awarded a short corner and the onslaught 
of our attack resulted in a very well-
deserved goal for Emily Gerring. It has 
been an absolute pleasure to watch this 
committed and enthusiastic team grow 
in confidence throughout the season; 
they show much promise for the future 
and I congratulate them on their positive 
approach and team spirit.  I wish them all 
the very best for next season. 

AES

Squad: Simi Bhasin, Florence Boyd, 
Emily Gerring, Janey Godfrey-Faussett, 
Lara Groves, Camille Guillon, Isla 
Harris, Abby Haywood, Carenza Hills, 
Florence Lee, Emily Payne, Tallulah 
Riley.
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U12C
P 8      W 4      L 2      D 2

The U12C team had a great first season 
playing hockey at Dauntsey’s. Whilst 
some of the girls had experience of 
playing hockey before, for some this was 
a new sport which they whole heartedly 
enjoyed. From the start the girls were 
dedicated and committed, they trained 
hard and listened to the advice given in 
their game’s lessons, keen to learn new 
skills. Over the season we played a total 
of eight games, we won four, drew two 
and lost two. 

We started the season off with a game 
against KES Bath, this was a hard first 
game and although we did not win what 
we learnt was the importance of being 
a team and that working together and 
playing wide was essential. The U12C 
on their second match against Farleigh 
School played really well. Despite the 
score of 4-0 to Farleigh the girls worked 
together as a team, supporting each 
other and putting into practice what 

they have been learning in their game’s 
lessons. We took all that we had learnt 
to our third game against Warminster. 
We were dominant from the off with 
excellent performances all round. The 
girls are really settling into their positions 
and supporting each other with play 
being taken wide. We were rewarded 
with our first goal of the season and our 
first win 1-0.  Next, we fielded a C/D 
mixed team against St Margaret’s Prep. 
We were determined against a quick and 
organised St Margaret’s side. We had lots 
of shots on target but it was St Margaret’s 
who took the lead with a goal in the third 
quarter. We came back quickly to level 
the score. We continued our winning 
streak against Godolphin, St Mary’s 
Calne and Thorngrove School. 

The penultimate game of the season 
was a closely fought match against KES 
Southampton: an exciting game against 
a strong opposition. We played well and 
had a few good chances. We had an early 
goal disallowed in the first quarter and 
went behind in the second quarter 0-1. 
We picked ourselves up and worked hard 

and we were rewarded with an equaliser 
in the third. A well-played game ending 
1-1. We then came to the final game of 
the season which was against Prior Park 
College and what fun we had. Working 
together as a team we played well to end 
our first term of hockey off with a great 
win 8-1. 

The whole team have been fantastic to 
work with and brilliant fun to watch 
play. They have developed their whole 
skill-set both on and off the pitch and I 
have been impressed with their attitude. 
I shall very much miss coaching them 
and I wish them all the very best as they 
continue to move up the school.

LS

Squad: Milly Blythe, Lucy Carter, 
Camille Farrington Darby, Eva Fraser, 
Victoria Greaves, Holly Guest, Lulu 
Hibbert, Ella Kibble, Martha Little, 
Verity Mackintosh, Lily Mason, Hetty 
Mead, Isabella Phipps, Rosanna 
Sherwood, Lottie Skinner.
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First VII
P 11      W 9      L 0      D 2

Despite a slightly shorter term, the First VII were able to 
squeeze 11 matches into their schedule, not to mention travel 
to Bournemouth for an U18 Regional Competition. Of the 18 
matches played, the team won nine, lost two, which incidentally 
were on the same day vs. KES Southampton and Canford. 

They team kicked off their season with a triangular away from 
home vs. Bradfield College and Pangbourne College. The 
games were shorter in duration, so it was necessary for the team 
to start well and maintain consistency throughout, something 
we had discussed. A strong start against Pangbourne saw 
the team lead 9-2 and this was crucial as our opponents were 
not willing to throw us the win. India, making her debut in 
the team was outstanding on court and Maya’s shooting was 
first-class winning us the game 20-15. Two goals separated 
us and Bradfield at the end whistle and it was agreed that we 
should have controlled the game better. Nonetheless, where 
we struggled in one end, we made up for it gaining necessary 
turnovers. Issie, Maisie and Holly were all instrumental in 
making this happen. Holly really made the difference at key 
moments in the game and Maisie fed her shooters brilliantly 
with her perfectly timed balls. 

BGS were our next opponents and with 6 goals a piece at 
quarter time, it was set to be a competitive game. The speed was 
like nothing I had seen before at Dauntsey’s and with a 17-11 
lead at half time, this again proved vital as the match continued 
to unfold. This game saw a real team effort from all, with each 
unit playing their role in securing a well-deserved 33-23 win. 
Our next game against St Mary’s proved extremely beneficial 
with Regional’s upon us. Riya dominated the shooting circle, 
finding her ‘va va voom’, linking up superbly with Maya. 
Hermione was excellent gaining valuable interceptions, limiting 
our opposition to only 2 goals in the final 10 minutes, saw us 
take the win 30-18. 

As we travelled down to the Regional Competition with the 
U14 squad, it all became real that the Dauntsey’s First Team 
were about to take part in an U19 competition, a first in well 
over 10 years. Pizza Express followed by an overnight stay 
certainly got the team excited, not to mention their Tik Tok 
video on the stairs! The day flew by and whilst the team were 
unsuccessful in progressing any further, it was a wonderful 
opportunity for the team to play together and to see netball 
being played at the next level, I think really inspired the team, 
with a goal set of returning next year. 

Two wins followed after Regional’s with a 58-17 win vs. Prior 
Park College and 39-27 win vs. Sherborne. Lucy Crompton 
made her first appearance in the First VII and played very well 
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in all three of the positions given to her. 
Millie was outstanding in her role as 
WD in both matches, with her nicely 
timed transitions and supportive play. 
Issie seems to just keep getting better 
and better, playing as both a dominant 
attacker and defender making her ever so 
valuable. 

Sadly, our next fixture vs. Downside 
was cancelled, however we were able 
to play KES Southampton, Canford, 
Monkton, Pangbourne and Kingswood. 
The Kingswood game –holy smokes – I 
was unable to sit on the bench without 
wriggling, sweating and generally asking 
my bench players how much time was 
remaining in each 1/4! With little to no 
warm-up, other than two minutes spent 
jogging and we were on court. The first 
quarter couldn’t really have gone any 
better, leading 7-5. It was inevitable that 
Kingswood would come back and they 
did with both barrels - 9 goals a piece 
scored in the second quarter, with us 
still having only a 2-goal lead. 26 goals 
between the two teams were then scored 
in the third quarter which tells you the 
intensity of the game with us leading 
31-25. That comfort wasn’t enough, and 
Kingswood tried every trick in the book 
to break us down. Whilst we faltered in a 
few places, we kept to task and just about 
held on to win 39-37. Star player couldn’t 
be given as everyone was just incredible 
on the day. 

Little did we know that that our final 
three fixtures would be cancelled due to 
the COVID-19 lockdown. We just about 
managed to squeeze in a presentation of 
awards and prize giving. I cannot fault 
the team and special thanks must go to 
both Hermione and Riya for leading 
such a successful team so well. The team 
have trained extremely hard and I simply 
cannot fault them. We will of course miss 
our leavers but wish them every success 
and hope they will look back on their 
final netball term with fond memories.

KAB

Squad: Maisie Arnold, Issie Burn, 
Lucy Crompton, India Eastlake, Holly 
Gaiger, Maya House, Riya Patel (C), 
Millie Reeve, Elena Swanton, Hermione 
Warburton-Hogben (C).

Second VII
P 9      W 6      L 3      D 0

This has been a very strong season for 
the Second VII, despite the cancellations 
due to bad weather and an early finish to 
term due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

With a range of year groups in the team 
this year, we focused on developing 
as a team and working together in 
our first training session preceding 
our first match against Bradfield 
College. This was an incredibly close 
game with plenty of positives such as 
turnovers and motivation for the ball, 
however, Bradfield’s strong defence 
and interceptions led them to win by 
just four goals. We went on to focus on 
moving the ball around the D, timing 
of drives and defending centre passes in 
training sessions. After another tough 
game against BGS, the hard work clearly 
paid off against St Mary’s Calne and 
Prior Park, with Ellie and Bea setting the 
defence bar very high indeed, and Rosie 
running rings around the centre court.

In the middle of the season, we worked 
hard on attacking the D quickly and 
efficiently and screening defenders to 
allow the other shooter to run into the 
space below the post. The defenders did 
an excellent job of turning tipping balls 
into interceptions, which then allowed 
the ball to the carried down the court 
to the goal. We also worked particularly 
hard on not throwing away the ball 
during games, and a chance to practise 
this presented itself in the triangular 
tournament against Canford and KES 
Southampton. After a slightly slow start 

in the first match, we picked it up and 
started the second game the way we 
finished the first - strong. Elena quite 
rightly took star player with her debut as 
shooter, her second star player in a row!

Towards the end of our short season, the 
Second VII team was really a force to 
be reckoned with. Immie shone in the 
circle, whilst Sophie took on the role of 
a ‘terrier’, exactly what JMW had asked 
of her, to take the win against Monkton 
Combe. Our final game as a team came 
against Kingswood, Bath. Despite them 
presenting a very strong and physical 
defence in the D, the girls truly outdid 
themselves with calm interceptions by 
our defence guiding us to a comfortable 
lead going into the second half. With 
Bella working her magic in the defensive 
D, the shooters moving the ball in circles 
around the defenders, and Polly in 
centre, we finished the season on a high. 

Sadly, we didn’t get to finish our season 
due to term ending early and three 
matches being cancelled mid-season. 
However, the work that all the girls put 
in from day one, led by our fantastic 
coach, has made it a pleasure to play with 
them. Each team member played her own 
part in making this year’s Second VII a 
truly formidable team.

Mabel Garton-Jones 

Squad: Immie Ayling, Ellie Barker, Polly 
Campbell, Mabel Garton-Jones, Sophie 
Grant, Rosie Jephson, Bella Meyrick, 
Elena Swanton, Bea Watts, Lucy 
Crompton, Leah Hope, Hannah Smith.

Sport
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Third VII
P 11      W 9      L 2      D 0

The Third VII have had a very strong 
season, winning 9 out of 11 matches. 
The team’s approach to their training 
this term has been outstanding, resulting 
in them each developing their knowledge 
of the game to allow for more tactical 
play. The first fixture against Bradfield 
College saw Dauntsey’s take the win, 
20-14. Virginia Jacobs dominated 
the court, finding the available space 
and communicating well with her 
team. Pippy Abel was vital in defence, 
continually turning over the ball to 
gain possession. This was followed by 
another win against Bristol Grammar 
School where it was clear from the start 
of the game that Dauntsey’s were going 
to dominate the court. After the second 
quarter, Dauntsey’s were up 19-9 and 
this was down to a whole team effort. 

The team seemed to go from strength to 
strength and as the season progressed, 
they were thinking more tactically about 
the game. Dauntsey’s came away with 
another win of 28-10 against St Mary’s 
Calne and despite their strong lead, 
the team continued to give and receive 
feedback after each quarter to improve 

their play. Amelia Hall was superb in 
the D, efficiently moving to find space 
and delivering each time she shot for 
goal. Grace Welsh had a fantastic match 
in defence, applying pressure to the 
opponents and gaining possession of 
the ball. The teams next match against 
Warminster School was a close one. It 
was clear from the start of the match that 
it was going to be very closely contested 
but the team play was excellent and they 
demonstrated fantastic camaraderie. 
Phoebe Lishman lead the team on court 
and was determined to create turnovers, 
whilst Pippy Abel and Serena O’Brien 
were strong in defence. Despite their 
efforts, the team came away with a 22-26 
loss but with a fighting spirit to get back 
to their winning streak. 

The team approach their next match 
against Prior Park College with a fighting 
spirit and it was soon clear that the 
match was going to be very one sided. 
After the first quarter, Dauntsey’s were 
up 13-1 so decided to swap positions. 
Grace Welsh scored a record amount of 
goals, even though she usually plays in 
defence, and Bijou Angus earnt her star 
player award through her ability to read 
the court, creating many turnovers, and 
demonstrate her excellent versatility. 
Dauntsey’s came away with a 33-7 win. 

The team’s victory continued in our next 
match against Sherborne Girls with a 
win of 23-8. Leah Hope communicated 
well with the team and was strong 
in defence, making many turnovers 
and interceptions. Bea Williams was 
consistent in her attack, using her spacing 
well and making herself available. Olivia 
Carpenter’s shooting was accurate 
throughout the match.

Our next two matches were played back 
to back in a triangular fixture against 
KES Southampton and Canford where 
we came away with a win and a loss. The 
team started strong against their first 
opponents, Canford, and were up 7-6 
after the first quarter. However, Canford 
came back fighting and we ended with 
a loss of 15-23. Despite this, Dauntsey’s 
took this loss as motivation for their 
match against KES Southampton and 
came away with a victory of 21-14. 
Amelia Hall was awarded star player due 
to her exceptional movement around 
the D and accurate shooting. Our next 
three matches against Monkton Combe, 
Kingswood and Godolphin continued 
the team’s winning streak with scores of 
43-10, 35-7 and 38-8. A highlight of the 
season was seeing the team successfully 
implement their training on different 
centre passes in their match against 
Kingswood. They had exceptional 
communication throughout and their 
tactical approach set them apart from the 
opposition. 

EJW

Squad: Pippy Abel, Bijou Angus, Olivia 
Carpenter, Amelia Hall, Leah Hope, 
Virginia Jacobs, Phoebe Lishman, 
Bella Meyrick, Serena O’Brien, Amelia 
Place, Hannah Smith, Grace Welsh, Bea 
Williams.

Fourth VII
P 8      W 6      L 2      D 0

The Fourth VII Netball team formed 
a strong bond over the season and I am 
most impressed with their ability to 
persevere, to learn from one another and 
to step up their game. 

The season started slowly with two losses 
against Bradfield College and Bristol 
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Grammar School. Despite an initial 
loss, the girls maintained a strong team 
spirit and Louella Cook, Emma Kellar 
and Molly Taylor developed well as our 
shooters, leading us in to a 22-11 win 
against Warminster. With a focus on 
using the channels, passing in to a space 
and receiving the ball on extension, the 
girls were able to get the ball from centre 
pass to the D without interception on 
multiple occasions. Bronte Lorimer 
found herself driving the team with 
Olivia Parrott, both named as best attack 
and star players, whilst Freya Wharton 
worked hard with Hermione Owen in 
defence to win best defence. 

Our next match saw us face Prior Park 
away. The girls found this match slightly 
tricky as Prior were producing weaker 
passes and shots than the Fouths were 
used to. With a little adjustment, the 
girls learnt to intercept the weaker passes 
allowing our attackers to pass the ball 
with strength down the court resulting 
in a 16-0 win. Next we travelled away to 
King Edward’s, Southampton hoping 
to play in a triangular against them and 
Canford but KES Southampton were 
unable to field a team. Against Canford it 
was obvious that we were much stronger, 
so after the first quarter, the girls were 
rearranged in to new positions and began 
to embrace new positions in an attempt 
to give Canford an opportunity to play 
a more balanced game. The girls worked 
hard to remember where they were on the 
court and what they needed to do in their 
new position. Emma Kellar began to 
show the team that she was much more 
versatile than she thought on the court 
and, she began to enjoy the challenge! 
The Fourth VII won the match 31-4 but 
one cannot fault the brilliant attitude the 
girls had towards the other team. 

Our next match was at home versus 
Monkton Combe and we welcomed 
two new players to the team, Hannah 
Weeden and Maya Short. The game got 
off to a slow start which meant morale 
was low. It was obvious that the girls 
needed to warm up a little more and 
focus on the game. Freya Collington 
worked hard as GK with Hannah as GD 
getting the ball out of the D and away 
from the goal. They picked up their 
energy and determination to win 30-12. 
Serena O’Brien worked incredibly hard, 
facilitating a strong game bringing the 
girls together and showing their strength 
as a team. Pangbourne away followed 

and the girls showed them in the first 
quarter that they were strong and 
determined. Again, we had to shuffle our 
team with Annie Hourahane taking up a 
shooting position from and Grace Welsh 
defending with strength and vigour. I 
was incredibly proud of the girls as here 
they showed that they could be any 
position and still come together as a team 
finishing the came 38-16. 

Our final match was neck and neck 
and here the girls were pushed to their 
limits. We played Kingswood away and 
Emma Kellar must be mentioned for her 
amazing shooting. Kingswood attempted 
to keep strong but their fast passes let 
them down which meant Dauntsey’s 
were awarded many throw-ins. Hannah 
Weeden in defence slowed the ball in to 
Kingswood’s D, allowing for us to take 
the win 21-20. This season has seen us 
win against tough opposition, and I put 
this down to the fighting spirit that the 
Fourth VII displayed. 

AS

Squad: Freya Collington, Louella Cook, 
Annie Hourahane, Emma Kellar, Bronte 
Lorimer, Serena O’Brien, Hermione 
Owen, Olivia Parrott, Maya Short, Molly 
Taylor, Hannah Weeden, Freya Wharton.

U15A
P 13      W 9      L 4      D 0

The U15A team took time to build 
momentum at the start of the season. 
This was most likely due to some 
reshuffling of the squad and us needing 
some time to gel after a year apart.

Our first match we suffered a loss 
against a strong Bradfield college side. 
This was an incredibly close game with 
plenty of positives, including some 
strong attacking play coming from Liv 
and Megan in the shooting circle and 
Talia playing at Centre. Following this 
we came bouncing back with more 
focus and determination to win against 
Godolphin 16-13. Our training focus 
came into the game with most of us 
turning out and driving on angles, 
enabling us to develop a better rhythm 
and more consistency throughout the 
court with Talia and PhePhe both 
stabilising the play. We then played St 
Mary’s Calne at home where we had our 
tightest game of the season, narrowly 
winning in the final play of the game 23-
22. After drawing with the opposition 
in the first quarter, we had a good team 
talk and managed to get a grip on our 
game! As always, Liv and Megan worked 
well together in the shooting circle but 
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at times we did use our space in the mid-
court. The Last quarter saw St Mary’s 
Calne come at us hard to pull level until 
the final whistle had gone where we 
had a penalty in the circle, Liv kept her 
cool to pop the winning shot in. Special 
mention must go to Talia who did not 
let the intensity of the game get to her 
and maintained her incredible ability to 
control the speed of the game from her 
central position.

Our top performance of the season 
came against Sherborne. We showed 
composure on the ball and our accuracy 
and ability to read the game suddenly 
clicked into place. The game started a 
little steady but after an excellent second 
quarter, LPM did a risky third quarter 
line up, with nearly every player making 
a debut in their new positions, this was 
a fantastic experience and some players 
showed their versatility (and may have 
found new positions) before we returned 
back to normal in the final quarter to 
storm home with the win 31-15.

The next fixture was a triangular against 
Canford and KES Southampton. Both 
were outstanding games, but we were 
unlucky to lose both. A great deal was 
learnt from both matches and it only 
heightened the intensity to which the 
girls trained and our drive to succeed 
even more.

After having half term to reflect, we 
came out at our best at the St Mary’s 
Calne Tournament. We outshone the 

opposition, winning every game. We 
moved the ball much better throughout 
the court and were more disciplined. It 
was also great to have Eliza Hill back 
following her injury at the end of last 
term, she certainly strengthened the 
defensive end. Talia was exceptional 
throughout the day nearly playing centre 
every quarter and rightly deserved star 
player of the tournament.

Our final game together as a team before 
we are mixed next season for the senior 
squads, came against Kingswood. We 
went out hard and set the standard high 
from the start by scoring the first 4 goals! 
Eliza Hill, Lottie and Tammy did well in 
the defending end, turning over multiple 
balls, intercepting and marking their 
players’ out of the game. The first half 
was excellent! In the second half, Rosie 
stepped up to play exceptionally when 
Talia was off for a rest. The final score 
was 30-20- a fantastic win to finish the 
season (although we didn’t know this at 
the time).

Sadly, the season was a little short 
on games with it ending early due 
to COVID-19 and 3 matches being 
cancelled mid-season due to the delights 
of the English weather. It has been an 
incredible season with the U15A squad. I 
would like to thank both LPM and KAB 
for an incredible term of netball, with 
the varied training sessions and the fun 
bus journeys to and from matches. We all 
appreciate your constant hard work and 
dedication throughout the season. Each 

member of the team has contributed in 
their own unique way, progressing their 
netball skills and understanding of the 
game further. I will miss playing with the 
team hugely and wish everyone the best 
of luck as we move onto Seniors next year. 

Nicole Ogunlaja

Squad: Megan Anderson, Chiara Boote, 
Rosie Burn, Talia Eastlake, Eliza Hill, 
Lottie Litherland, Tammy Masaya, 
Nicole Ogunlaja, Phe Phe Pye, Olivia 
Smail.

U15B
P 10      W 6      L 4      D 0

The girls made a brave start to their 
season by leading Bradfield College until 
the last quarter when unfortunately, a 
few decisions went against them and they 
lost momentum. They bounced back 
from another loss against Godolphin to 
win against Bristol Grammar School: 
Mina Angus joined us from the A 
team and provided excellent link up 
play, ensuring the ball was fed to Rosie 
Basnett, who scored the lion’s share 
of the goals in this match. The girls 
started to play with more intensity and 
incorporated some of the skills they had 
learned in training into their match play. 
They continued with their winning 
streak against St Mary’s Calne with Lucy 
Parrott using her athleticism to edge 
the game in our favour. Melinda Yona 
was very determined in defence and our 
shooters, Rosie Burn and Rosie Basnett 
responded after each St Mary’s goal by 
netting a goal of their own. Rosie Burn 
then became a regular in the A team 
but I would like to thank her for her 
contribution early in the season. 

Unfortunately, the girls not only lost 
against Sherborne but also lost Georgia 
Facer for the remainder of the season, 
as she broke her fingers. Until this 
point, she had been a real asset to our 
team in defence and we were sorry to 
lose her. The girls went on to contest a 
triangular fixture against Canford and 
KES. Canford proved too strong for 
us, although Kristyna Collins fought 
valiantly as goal keeper and all the girls 
raised their game and went on to win 
against KES.
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The team successfully won the last three 
fixtures in what was a curtailed season. 
The win against Embley College was 
orchestrated by some amazing passing 
between the centre and wings, Bella 
Owen, Helen Bourne and Mina who fed 
the ball accurately to Sammy Mutavayi 
and Rosie Basnett in the circle. A 
combined U15A/B team convincingly 
beat Marlborough College’s Fourth 
team, with many of our B team players 
looking like they would be at home 
in the A team. The final match of the 
season was a convincing win against 
Kingswood, as they came from two 
goals behind in the first quarter to 
break Kingswood’s resolve with a 17-7 
win. The girls should all be particularly 
proud of the way they played with grit 
and determination and I would like 
to thank them all for the enthusiasm 
and commitment they have shown this 
season.

CS

Squad: Mina Angus, Rosie Basnett, 
Helen Bourne, Kristyna Collins, Georgia 
Facer, Samantha Mutavayi, Bella Owen, 
Lucy Parrott, Melina Yona.

U15C
P 10      W 4      L 6      D 0

The U15C squad have been a pleasure 
to work with this season. All have been 
totally committed, worked hard in 
training sessions and their enthusiasm for 
playing netball was always apparent.

Our first match against Bradfield, was 
lost 33-4. Always one of our toughest 
opposition, the girls struggled to find 
their footing in the first half and gave 
away too many passes. Skills improved as 
the game went on and we rallied in the 
final quarter, gaining three of our four 
goals. The game highlighted the great 
potential in the team with superb centre 
court play from Flo Ward, Sophia Parrott 
and Scout Johnstone. A mid-week game 
away at Devizes school saw a second loss 
29-6. This was another tough match and 
weak defensive skills let the side down. 
Olivia Allinson-James made every shot 
on goal count, which is always important 
when playing stronger opposition. 

At home against Bristol Grammar 
School, the girls dominated throughout 
and came away with a comfortable 20-5 
win. We had been working on moving 

into space and passing and improvements 
here made an impressive difference as 
the girls began to find their rhythm, 
channelling the ball quickly up the 
court whenever we had possession. Rosie 
Sisum, Sydney Evendon and Olivia 
Allinson-James shot with accuracy and 
Mia Chan and Juliet Willman were 
excellent defenders in the opposition’s D.

The match against St. Mary’s, Calne 
proved challenging, with no reserves 
due to sickness. We were outclassed 
from the start, by a taller, more skilled 
opposition. Nevertheless, we held them 
to a steady 8 goals per quarter and Mia 
Chan was particularly impressive with 
timely interceptions and good clearance 
of the ball up-court. Closely followed by 
an away fixture at Sherborne, the girls 
were still a little rattled at the start by 
the heavy loss midweek. Although the 
final score was a 10-9 defeat, this match 
proved to be a fast, close game which 
brought out the best in the team and 
there was some very impressive play.

A triangular against Canford and KES 
resulted in a 15-7 loss and 13-10 win. 
Both games were close and Flo Ward, 
Lexi Burge, Scout Johnstone and 
Mia Chan deserve a mention here for 
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being lynch-pins in the centre court, 
driving well for space, making excellent 
interceptions and keeping the ball 
flowing. 

A midweek game against Embley B team 
in extremely windy weather proved an 
easy 19-12 win. Olivia Allinson-James 
and Rosie Sisum continued to hold 
their form, shooting brilliantly in the 
challenging conditions and Sophia 
Parrott made lots of interceptions at wing 
defence to keep the ball up our end of 
the court. A tough home match against 
Marlborough Fifths followed, again 
in very strong winds, which severely 
hampered our younger, smaller side. 

The final match of the season, home 
against Kingswood, show-cased the 
much-improved skills of this team with 
a 14-12 victory against a formidable 
opposition. A fitting conclusion for this 
enthusiastic, hard-working group of girls.

Congratulations to Olivia Allinson-
James, Mia Chan and Flo Ward who 
received team colours. 

KBG

Squad: Olivia Allinson-James, Lexi 
Burge, Mia Chan, Sydney Evendon, 
Scout Johnstone, Sophia Parrott, Phoebe 
Salisbury, Rosie Sisum, Flo Ward, Juliet 
Willman.

U15D
P 5      W 2      L 3      D 0

This group of girls played a good season 
of netball. By U15 age they have learnt a 
lot about netball and play because they 
still enjoy the game. The squad changed 
from time to time, but on the whole 
stayed the same. As a group they were 
entertaining to work with, but with this 
fun they made huge improvements.

After every match the member of staff 
in charge writes a match report, and in 
every report the word ‘fun’ is written. In 
the first fixture against Bradfield College 
the team narrowly lost by two goals. Star 
Player was Mima Naumann, followed 
closely by Ellie Evans. Ellie always trained 
well and gave so much in every match. 
Along with this she was a versatile player 
and moved positions when needed.

Fixture two against Devizes School was 
so tough. We played their ‘A’ team which 
was not great. However, this was when 
Mia Chan showed her true colours. She 
had only been playing for two weeks and 
was completely brilliant in defence. She 
claimed so many interceptions which did 
help the final score. Sadly she was moved 
up to the ‘C’ team, but this was a correct 
decision for Mia.

St Mary’s, Calne was a tough match, but 
it was our victory. Poppy Mackinnon 

started to show her greatness on the 
court, with strong movement in the 
shooting circle and accurate shooting. 
Phoebe Parry played consistently well in 
all fixtures.

The match against Sherborne Girls 
was not the greatest moment of the 
season but the finishing match (due 
to a shortened season) against Embley 
was brilliant! The tactics used showed 
everything the girls had practised week 
by week and they showed themselves to 
be a very capable team.

It was a fantastic season and all staff 
enjoyed the company of this group of 
girls. Colours were awarded to Ellie 
Evans, Poppy Mackinnon, Phoebe Parry 
and Phoebe Salisbury.

GIB

Squad: Ellie Evans, Poppy Harris, 
Suzannah Mackintosh, Poppy 
Mackinnon, Mima Naumann, Phoebe 
Parry, Phoebe Salisbury, Arabella 
Steptoe, Tamsin Whitelegge.

U14A
P 11      W 2      L 8      D 1

The U14A team have been a super group 
to work with and have approached the 
term with enthusiasm, focus and a desire 
to learn, whilst maintaining a thorough 
enjoyment of the sport. 

Before the season had even begun, 
the girls had qualified for the regional 
tournament to be played in the January 
exeat. The first part of the season 
therefore was aimed at refining skills and 
developing court craft for that event. 
This meant that some of our early season 
results were affected as the girls were 
experimenting with new techniques 
and tactics but it certainly improved 
their performances. The development in 
quality of the transitioning of the ball 
through court, led by Sophie Kibble, 
Mollie Ball and Ruby Morton in the 
defensive end, was particularly pleasing 
to see, as were the angles of drive and 
quality of passing in the attacking 
end with India Vivian, Tilly Frost and 
Phoebe Illingworth making particular 
progress in this area.
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After a highly competitive regional 
tournament, the girls came away with 
an understanding of what is required 
to compete at the next level and lots of 
targets to aim for. The first thing we 
addressed was our attacking centre passes 
and it was pleasing to see Alex Lascelles, 
Millie Gaiger, Tilly and Phoebe all 
begin to implement these effectively in 
matches. Soon after, defensive centre 
passes were our focus and Alex, Tilly, 
Ruby and Mollie all began to pick up 
turnovers as a result. 

The final stage of the year saw us focus 
on our work inside the D. Our attackers 
worked on feeding into and movement 
within the D, while our defensive players 
developed tactics to prevent this. Sophie 
and Mollie thrived in this stage and 
became a formidable defensive duo, 
while Millie, Anna and Beatrix all began 
to look more purposeful and composed 
in the D. 

As the season drew to an end, I hope 
that the girls were able to reflect on the 
huge amount of progress they all made 
both in the quality of their performances 
on court but also their level of 
understanding of netball terminology 
and court craft. While results did not 
always go our way, a lack of consistency, 
rather than quality, was our downfall 
and the girls should all be proud of what 
they have achieved this term. 

DAF

Squad: Molly Ball, Beatrix Fooks, 
Matilda Frost, Millie Gaiger, Phoebe 
Illingworth, Sophie Kibble, Alex 
Lascelles, Ruby Morton, Anna Staines, 
India Vivian.

U14B
P 11      W 7      L 4      D 0

The U14B squad have been a delight to 
work with and have made coaching them 
really very easy indeed. Each and every 
member of the team has approached 
the netball season, both training 
and matches, with great enthusiasm, 
determination and positivity. It has been 
so lovely to see the way they have invested 
their time and energy into their team, 
and they have certainly not been lacking 

in spirit! They should all be incredibly 
proud of the work they have done and 
the progress they have made.

We began the season working on various 
techniques, such as turning to face goal, 
driving on an angle and passing on 
extension. The girls took on the advice 
and coaching they received on a Monday 
games session and always tried to put this 
into action in matches on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays. The progress they made 
from that first match at the beginning of 
the season was just amazing. As the term 
progressed we moved onto working hard 
to push the opponent high up the court 
away from goal and using the width of 
the court to create space. Again, the girls 
approached this with admirable attitudes 
and made noticeable changes to the level 
of their match play.

Lily, Louise and Arabella formed a very 
strong defence, rotating between the 
three of them, whilst in the centre court 
Charlotte P, Charlotte A, Emma and 
Tammy have worked brilliantly together 
to keep the ball moving quickly through 
the court and outplaying their opponents 
on many occasions. In the attacking end, 
we have our shooters to thank for the 
amazing final scores we finished with 

each match. Emelia, India and Beatrix 
were a fantastic trio who worked hard 
together to maximise the number of 
goals scored. Martha proved incredibly 
versatile as throughout the season she 
went from scoring goals in the attacking 
end to working hard to defend the 
opposition at the other end of the court!

I could not be more impressed with how 
the girls have worked together as a team 
and made incredible progress throughout 
the last few weeks. I am really sad for 
them that the season ended earlier than 
planned, however, the girls should be 
so very proud of what they achieved 
nonetheless! It has been an intense, yet 
very successful term of netball. Well done 
girls and I wish you all the very best of 
luck as you continue your netball careers 
in the Upper School next year!

MKH

Squad: Charlotte Alexander, Lily 
Broilliard, Martha Cracknell, Tammy 
Dobby, Beatrix Fooks, Arabella 
Hamilton, Emma Jephson, Charlotte 
Perry, Emelia Taylor, India Vivian, 
Louise Wood.
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U14C
P 9      W 5      L 4      D 0

The U14C team have played some 
excellent netball throughout the season 
and have developed in their skills and 
understanding of the game. 

The first game of the season was on a 
cold and windy Saturday and the girls 
struggled with both the conditions and 
with positioning around the court. They 
tended to move into the same areas, and 
it was clear that spreading and using the 
court would be a key focus for us for the 
season. Once training started in full and 
we managed to get a bit of extra practice 
in this area the team really started to 
come together. 

We are incredibly lucky to have excellent 
position players, so many of the girls do 
not have to regularly play out of position. 
Annabel Neve, Arabella Hamilton and 
Lily Broilliard are a seamless defensive 
unit who only conceded an average of 
9.8 goals per game. They are particularly 
strong in intercepting; however, their 
general defensive work in the D improved 
throughout the season. Likewise, Saffron 
Arnold, Tiana Grindlay and Edith 
Mackie gave some brilliant performances 
in the forward half. In training, they 
particularly worked on holding leads, 
working the space around the D and 
positioning to great effect. By the final 
game of the season against Kingswood 
they scored a total of 18 goals, a big 
improvement from 7 in our first game. 
In the centre, Arabella Castle, Charlotte 
Grant, Maddie Reilly, Fleur Sullivan 
and Harriette Puddy-Jones were our 
consistent mid-courters who were very 
reliable in moving the ball. A big focus 
for these girls was to not crowd the 
mid-court and look for the strategic ball 
rather than going for every pass. This 
is still a big area for improvement going 
into the 2021 season and I hope that the 
girls continue to think about this next 
year. 

As coach, I am most proud of how these 
girls have all come together as a team 
so well over the past term, approaching 
every game with the upmost positivity 
and enthusiasm. They support each other 
both on and off the court and I hope 
that they’ve had as good a time playing, 
and I have watching them improve. 
They should all be very proud and I look 

forward to reading about their excellent 
win loss ratio next year. 

IJH

Squad: Saffron Arnold, Lily Broilliard, 
Arabella Castle, Georgina Ethelston, 
Tammy Dobby, Charlotte Grant, Tiana 
Grindlay, Arabella Hamilton, Edith 
Mackie, Annabel Neve, Harriette Puddy-
Jones, Maddie Riley, Fleur Sullivan, 
Katie Wright.

U14D
P 5      W 2      L 3      D 0

The strength in depth of the U14 teams 
has been fantastic this year, both in terms 
of ability and enthusiasm, and the U14D 
team was a great representation of this. It 
was pleasing to see so many girls playing 
in fixtures and also their focussed, 
enthusiastic attitudes in training sessions. 
It was also lovely to see the progression of 
the core concepts throughout the term 
and how they were able to implement 
them in matches – driving for the ball 
on an angle, passing the ball on extension 
and turning out to look down court when 
receiving the ball were just a few concepts 
that I was impressed to see the girls using 
habitually by the end of the term.

The U14D team got off to a strong start 
against Bradfield College, with Maddy 
Curry, in particular, impressing in the 
attacking third, alongside Edith Mackay. 
The team’s defence was impressive, 
with Sav Buzzard, Maddie Riley and 
Inés Prodger all putting in pleasing 
performances and Fleur Sullivan 
contributed well in the mid-court also.

The girls showed fantastic spirit in 
their next fixture against Devizes and 
it was pleasing to see them improve as 
the match went on. Katie Wright put 
in a strong defensive performance, and 
Maddie Riley looked good as she moved 
from the defensive end into the mid-
court. Izzy Crowley and Zoe Elsden 
also impressed in the defensive end, as 
did Honey Mallet in the mid-court and 
Phoebe Lyle in the attacking third.

The U14D girls dominated the court in 
their fixture against Sherborne and used 
the space effectively on court by using 
their angle drives and balancing the use 
of the channels on court. Izzy Crowley 
impressed again, as well as Inés Prodger 
in the defensive third and Bella Caldwell, 
who shot particularly well.

Marlborough College were the next 
opponent and provided a tough test of 
all that the girls had learned throughout 
the term. It was encouraging to see the 
girls stick to their process of the concepts 
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learned in training sessions, maintain 
their core skills and improve as the match 
went on. Ella Winter put in some great 
defensive work throughout the match 
and Georgina Ethelston worked tirelessly 
in the mid-court. Imogen Jones, Sophia 
Green and Naia Searight also put in 
pleasing performances.

In the final fixture of the term, Honey 
Mallet, Fleur Sullivan and Katie 
Wright showed all that they had 
learned throughout the term and were 
particularly effective at using the space 
in attack and against a strong defensive 
team, this was important to the team’s 
ability to transition the ball through 
court. Maddy Curry shot well, as did 
Bella Caldwell, Olivia Hutchison linked 
well through the mid-court and the 
defensive end was strong again, with 
Izzy Binsted making some important 
interceptions.

DAF

Squad: Sav Buzzard, Arabella Caldwell, 
Izzy Crowley, Madeleine Curry, Zoe 
Elsden, Georgie Ethelston, Sophia Green, 
Olivia Hutchison, Imogen Jones, Phoebe 
Lyle, Edith Mackie, Honey Mallet, Inés 
Prodger, Maddie Riley, Naia Searight, 
Fleur Sullivan, Ella Winter, Katie Wright.

U13A
P 8      W 3      L 5      D 0

This was a great season for the U13A 
team. They played eight matches and 
two tournaments. Of the five matches 
lost, the score lines were very close. The 
biggest deficit was by eight goals, and 
three were by two goals and one match 
only by one goal! I was so pleased with 
the progress made by all players. Having 
not watched the squad play last season, 
it was exciting to select the initial group. 
As in all sports team there were a few 
changes during the first few weeks.

A little about all the players. In defence 
Daisy Lawson Johnston worked so hard 
on marking techniques, so specialised 
to a GK. She was able to use these 
techniques as the season moved on. Ellie 
Mullins was a bouncy, instinctive GD, 
but sadly her season was taken over by 
injury.

At WD predominantly Olivia Austen 
was the player. Her improvement was 
fantastic. Lots of small differences 
altered her game. Two in particular were 
standing tall and using the height over 
the ball. Nancy Hughes moved up from 
the B team a few matches before the 
end of the season. She earned this place 
through hard work and improvement in 
the B team. She played any position in 
defence producing smooth, consistent 
and effective play. A real bonus for the 
team. In the C position for the majority 
of the season was Charlotte Durrant. 
She effectively controlled the game from 
this position. Charlotte made herself 
available when needed and was part of a 
very strong attacking group. Charlotte 
moved to GD and again proved to be a 
dominant and massively important key 
player. Charlotte shone throughout the 
season and is looking good for her future 
netball.

We move to WA which was played 
by a couple of team members. As the 
season moved on Imogen Prentice 
stepped into the C position from WA. 
Her improvement was the strongest 
of all in the team. Without a doubt 
she became the most determined and 
competitive player within the squad. 
Her work around the circle along with 
Lillian Jacobs (WA) aided the shooters 
brilliantly. If Imogen was the most 
determined player, Lillian was the most 

cheerful player! Whenever the team 
were down at a quarter, Lillian chirpily 
said some encouraging words to boost 
the team. Lillian has so much court 
knowledge and understanding of the 
game, she will be a star player in the 
future.

The shooters, Ruby House and Izzy 
Coveney were an awesome combination. 
They moved well around each other and 
the shooting percentages were good. 
Against the stronger teams they used the 
technique of possession in and out of 
the circle, and only shooting when in a 
perfect position. Izzy Coveney popped 
out for short passes under the post and 
this combined with Ruby’s athletic and 
strong play created a brilliant shooting 
duo. Ruby has proved to be one of the 
strongest players this season.

I am delighted with the whole squad and 
am keen to see how they move through 
the school in their netball careers.

GIB

Squad: Olivia Austen, Izzy Coveney, 
Charlotte Durrant, Ruby House, 
Nancy Hughes, Lillian Jacobs, Daisy 
Lawson Johnston, Ellie Mullins, Imogen 
Prentice.

U13B
P 16      W 9      L 7      D 0

The U13B team played with great 
enthusiasm and determination 
throughout this season and it was very 
pleasing to see them grow together 
both as individual players and as a 
team. Our first fixture was against 
Lavington School; Izzy Jephson played 
well throughout, and Rosie Olsen and 
Liv Pearson worked together to creates 
some excellent goal scoring opportunities 
and we thoroughly deserved our 14 – 2 
victory. Our next game was against BGS 
and the team quickly realised that they 
would need to improve the standard of 
their play against this well-established 
team. Some super, controlling play 
and timely passing from Evie Cowling 
resulted in us maintaining possession 
for much of the third quarter, but BGS 
were the stronger team and despite our 
best efforts we lost 8 -12. This game 



168

The Dauntseian 2019-2020

was followed by a 13 – 1 win against 
Cricklade Manor Prep and Nancy 
Hughes worked brilliantly, constantly 
setting up attack after attack. In 
addition, it was lovely to see Isabelle 
Norman intercepting many passes in the 
centre third and enjoying a solid game 
with the team. 

We then travelled to Prior Park College 
for our next fixture and enjoyed playing 
in the warmth and comfort of their 
Sports Hall. It was at this point in the 
season when the girls started to employ 
some of the skills and tactics that they 
had been taught, and the team produced 
some of their best netball of the season. 
Ella Thompson and Nancy Hughes 
worked tirelessly to keep the Prior Park 
players out of the circle and, frustratingly 
for Prior Park, they were brilliant at it! 
Evie Cowling again timed her passes into 
the circle beautifully, and Liv Pearson 
scored some outstanding goals in a 
winning score line of 12 – 5. A rather 
scrappy game, in windy conditions, at 
Sherborne Girls School followed, and 
resulted in another win for us of 8 – 1. 
Our next fixture was against Godolphin 
School, where we enjoyed another 
convincing win. Izzy Lloyd proved what 
a versatile player she is by playing at GD, 
and she set up many counter attacks 
which resulted in yet more goals from Liv 
Pearson and Rosie Olsen; the final score 

of 16 – 2 is testament to how well the 
girls played. 

As the season progressed, the girls’ 
teamwork began to develop and their 
encouragement and support of each 
other enabled us to win our next match 
against KES Southampton 12 - 3; Izzy 
Jephson worked tirelessly throughout, 
and Izzy Lloyd, Ella Thompson and 
Nancy Hughes were excellent in defence. 
Following this victory, our next fixture 
was a tournament held at Farleigh. The 
girls played well, against St.Francis and 
Godolphin, to win our group and then 
progressed to the semi-final, where we 
were beaten by a stronger side from 
Thorngrove; the girls thoroughly enjoyed 
their afternoon of netball … especially the 
bench jackets! We then played a tough, 
but enjoyable, game against Embley. 
Evie Cowling and Jemima Richardson 
controlled the play in the centre, but a 
scrappy third quarter allowed Embley 
to inch ahead and the final score was 
6 – 8. A triangular tournament against 
Farleigh and Thorngrove, in windy 
and wet conditions, followed and sadly 
our netball skills seemed to be as damp 
as the weather. Nancy Hughes and 
Jemima Richardson again worked well 
in defence, before an injury to one of the 
U13A team players provided a very well-
deserved ‘call up’ opportunity for Nancy.

 Our penultimate match was against 
Kingswood and, despite losing the match 
10 – 12, the girls played brilliantly; 
passing was accurate and timely, with 
Evie Cowling and Rosie Olsen playing 
with intelligence and skill. It was good 
to see Issy Morton back playing again 
after injury, and she worked hard to 
intercept many passes in our defensive 
third. In addition, Jemima Richardson 
played with real determination, and Izzy 
Lloyd proved her adaptability, filling the 
positions of GK, C and GS! Our final 
game of the season was against St. Mary’s 
Calne, and the determined spirit of the 
team allowed us to set up some good 
attacking moves; Jemima Richardson 
again proved invaluable in the centre 
third and Rosie Olsen played with 
focus and purpose throughout. It has 
been an absolute pleasure to coach this 
committed and enthusiastic team this 
season; they have grown in confidence 
and played with enjoyment and 
wonderful spirit in their matches. I wish 
them all the very best for next season. 

AES

Squad: Evie Cowling, Nancy Hughes, 
Izzy Jephson, Izzy Lloyd, Issy Morton, 
Isabelle Norman, Rosie Olsen, Olivia 
Pearson, Jemima Richardson, Ella 
Thompson.
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U13C
P 12      W 7      L 0      D 5

The U13C team have faced opposition 
teams of a huge variety of skill level, 
and have achieved scores ranging from 
the annihilation that was a 21-1 loss, 
to a first-rate 20-3 victory. The season 
began with three losses in succession, 
as the team grappled for possession and 
got used to working together. With an 
opening 21-1 defeat (Warminster A’s), 
it would have been easy for the girls to 
become demoralised, but I was incredibly 
impressed with their upbeat attitude. 
This continued throughout the whole 
season and I have never enjoyed coaching 
a team more.

Our 14-10 loss against BGS proved 
that we could stand our ground against 
tough opposition and we welcomed 
Phoebe Cazaly to the team who proved 
tenacious. With plenty of movement up 
and down the court, the girls intercepted 
well and Liberty Arnold showed 
excellent movement within the D. The 
15-7 loss to Embley Manor was another 
tough game, but Abi Evans shone in her 
first match with the Cs and Izzy Moverly 
was commended by the opposition 
umpire, so there were positives to take 
from the experience.

Once we had found our stride however, 
the rest of the season was a different 
story, losing only two further matches in 
total, and including a five-match winning 
streak! A win against Prior Park College 
(20-3) gave the girls the boost required, 
and Ella Chamberlain shone in this match 
as Goal Shooter extraordinaire. What 
impressed me most of all though, was how 
gracious the girls were in their victory.

The Sherborne Girls away match win, 
whilst successful with a 12-0 result, was 
the ‘dip’ in our season performance. 
A very messy game with spacing all 
over the place and a general rushed 
feeling, the team reflected well on their 
performance and vowed to improve their 
focus from that point on. The Prior 
Park Netball Festival followed, with 
four games played against three schools. 
The aim here was to focus on enjoying 
match play. However, I am pleased to 
say that we did in fact win every game, 
and the hardest worker award went to 
Ruby J-B. Also, Daisy Parsons, a usual 
defender, had a turn in attack and scored 

the most wonderful goal from the edge 
of the D! The team were ecstatic and 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience 
(possibly helped by the whole tub of 
sweets they got through)! Post festival, 
KES Southampton and Warminster 
rematch (this time the B team) were both 
successful matches, and the girls showed 
their consistency, with Phoebe and Evie 
gaining star player respectively.

Of course, towards the end of the season, 
proceedings turned a little odd, with 
‘toe taps’ taking the place of handshakes. 
Our final few results varied (10-3 loss, 
Embley; 22-6 loss, Kingswood; 14-9 
win, St Mary’s) but our most memorable 
match has to be the triangular against 
Thorngrove (4-2 win) and Farleigh (11-2 
win). Pelting rain, harsh winds and 
the distinct drop in temperature was 
no match for my girls! I feel this game 
summed up what a true collaborative 
team the U13C’s have been. They each 
played numerous positions (despite Issy 
Norman’s detestation of the Goal Keeper 
position, she did very well!), contributed 
their fair share and communicated 
successfully. They were drenched, yet 
they played their absolute best and kept 
smiling at all times. It sums up what a 
delight the U13Cs have been to coach 
- each girl has been determined, funny, 
and caring: what a perfect mix!

CES

Squad: Liberty Arnold, Phoebe Cazaly, 
Ella Chamberlain, Evie Duckworth, 
Abi Evans, Ruby Jasrawy-Brown, Izzy 
Moverly, Issy Norman, Daisy Parsons.

U13D
P 6      W 2      L 4      D 0

This was a good season for the U13D 
team. Many players were part of the 
squad throughout the term, and all girls 
played an important part in the squad. 
The squad were keen and excited about 
playing together, and also as it turned out 
quite competitive!

Of the six matches played, four were lost 
by close scores. However in all matches 
the girls worked tirelessly to the end and 
showed they were certainly a team.

The first fixture was a convincing win 
against Warminster School. Phoebe 
Cazaly played so well she was sadly 
moved up a team. The first match is 
always difficult but the group obviously 
settled well and worked as a strong unit. 
Next came Bristol Grammar who are 
always strong across all the age ranges. 
The team narrowly lost by two goals 
only! Star player was Molly Edwards 
with Evie Jones right up there, with huge 
improvements by Eva Platt. The team 
were down after the first half, but were 
absolutely the better side in the last two 
quarters.

Embley School proved to be a very strong 
side, although we did play their ‘B’ team. 
Fourteen keen players in our squad so 
lots of competitive netball for many girls. 
Isabelle Nislev-Pitt was awarded ‘Star 
Player’ for her role in defence.

The team played in a netball festival 
at Prior Park. They won two brilliant 
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matches and Tallulah Shanahan was 
the ‘Star Player’ on that occasion. KES 
Southampton was a super match which 
the U13D team won convincingly. Kitty 
Davidson and Sophie Hislop played 
important roles, but ‘Star Player’ was Ella 
St Aubyn, a very keen and enthusiastic 
young lady.

The season was cut short, but the 
last match against Kingswood was so 
exciting, losing by only one goal! Molly 
Turner again showed great netball skills 
and knowledge.

There were a few matches for some, and 
more for others but overall a wonderful 
group of girls who enjoyed a netball 
season together. Colours for the season 
were awarded to Molly Edwards, Evie 
Jones and Isabelle Nislev-Pitt.

GIB

Squad: Phoebe Ballenden, Julia 
Bassingham-Searle, Amelia Boyd, 
Imogen Crawley, Molly Edwards, 
Kitty Davidson, Tori Facer, Matilda 
Goodall, Sophie Hislop, Evie Jones, 
Isabelle Nislev-Pitt, Eva Platt, Tallulah 
Shanahan, Ella St Aubyn, Molly Turner.

U12A
P 9      W 4      L 5      D 0

The first outing for the U12s was against 
neighbours Lavington School. Our 
debut match proved to be a great start 
with everyone settling well during the 
course of the game. It was clear there was 
lots of raw talent that needed honing but 
the girls were quick and feisty and came 
out clear winners 13-4. Next up was 
Bristol Grammar, a strong side who are 
always tough opponents. The girls were 
nervous initially but once they managed 
to pull ahead by a couple of goals they 
played some better netball and the ball 
started moving down the court more 
fluidly. Alex Wickenden and Carenza 
Hills formed a nice partnership in the 
shooting circle and Flo Lee was strong in 
defence enabling a nice win 9-4. 

Unfortunately, we were then outclassed 
by a strong Prior Park College team 
and despite our best efforts we couldn’t 
pull back the half time deficit with a 
final score of 6-12. So, it was back to 
training and a focus on movement on 
court and some improvements to centre 
passes. This clearly paid dividends 
against Sherbourne Girls as we ran out 
clear winners 17-11. The centre court 

players were showing good skills and 
teamwork with Isla Ince, Xanthe Boote 
and Camille Guillon all doing a fine job. 
In defence Eden Winter’s lightening 
reactions saved the day on more than 
one occasion for us and Thea Milton 
dominated the defending circle. 

A well-drilled Godolphin side were 
our next opponents and this proved 
a hard task for the girls, who despite 
a strong comeback in the second half 
couldn’t make up for their strong lead. 
Nancy Boswell was proving invaluable 
in the centre and played really well, 
bringing the team together with warm 
encouragement throughout. KES 
Southampton was the highlight of the 
season for me and despite being 10-5 
down at half time the girls came back 
strongly with Eden Winter saving our 
bacon on several occasions. A lovely 
match against well-matched opponents; 
we sadly lost out 11-13 in the dying 
minutes but our team spirit and 
commitment were never in doubt. The 
following two matches against two really 
well-drilled teams from Kingswood and 
Farleigh were definitely good experience 
for the girls and showed them what 
they need to be working towards in the 
next couple of seasons. The girls played 
determinedly to the bitter end and their 
heads never went down. They are to be 
commended on their fighting spirit and 
gamesmanship – well done everyone.

Sadly, the season was cut short by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and our final 
match was another derby against local 
rivals St. Mary’s Calne. In a feisty match 
the girls were determined to play their 
best and show what they had learned 
throughout the season and it was a 
pleasure watching them using new skills 
and supporting and encouraging one 
another so naturally. The team played 
some nice controlled netball and showed 
committed in defence and ambition and 
courage in attack, running out eventual 
winners 16-11 in a super final match. 

It has been a pleasure coaching such 
keen and enthusiastic group and 
despite the losses there is clearly lots of 
talent potential in the team and I look 
forward to seeing them improve as they 
progress through school. A joy to coach, 
I congratulate them on their positive 
season.

SC
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Squad: Nancy Boswell, Xanthe Boote, 
Camille Guillon, Carenza Hills, Isla 
Ince, Florence Lee, Thea Milton, Eden 
Winter, Alex Wickenden.

U12B
P 10      W 8      L 1      D 1

The U12B team’s season started off 
with an excellent win against Lavington 
School. There were moments of 
brilliance from every player in the team 
with fantastic teamwork and passing 
down the court, this was especially 
impressive considering how early the 
fixture was in the year. Simi Bhasin and 
Ellie Higgens were jointly awarded Star 
Player, for their cooperative play in the D 
and consistent shooting, between them 
they scored 19 goals, with Alice Patton 
playing out of position as GA finishing 
off the score line with a 20 – 0 victory. 
An away match against BGS proved to be 
a much more challenging prospect with 
much faster netball being played. There 
was continued excellent play across the 
court but Nancy Boswell and Evie Roan 
impressed in a range of positions in the 
centre court and Evie was awarded Star 
Player in a closely fought 8-8 draw.

Isabella Phipps and Issy Hutchinson had 
their debut for the B team against Prior 
Park and impressed throughout their 
game as the team won 8 – 6, with Issy 
scoring most of the goals in the match. 
Ella Kibble was Star Player for the match, 
as she played excellent defensive netball 
and coached her team mates well too. 
The teams winning ways continued 
with an away fixture against Sherborne 
with another 20 – 0 victory. Ellie and 
Alice impressed throughout; Ellie with 
excellent shooting, scoring over half 
of the goals and Alice with incredible 
movement across the court. Bella played 
brilliantly at both ends of the court, 
scoring four goals in the final quarter. 
However, Alice’s sheer determination 
and excellence resulted in her being 
awarded Star Player.

The winning streak continued with a 
11 – 20 victory away against Godolphin. 
Simi and Ellie matched each other evenly 
for goals throughout the match, and the 
movement of the centre court players was 
excellent throughout. The next match 
saw us take to court with only seven 

players, but the team pulled together 
and finished the game with a resounding 
victory over KES Southampton (15 – 6). 
Again, there was consistently excellent 
play from all involved, but Milly Blyth’s 
efforts at controlling the defensive third 
saw her being awarded Star Player.

The next fixture against Embley saw an 
18 – 4 victory with all the team playing 
well, some even taking an opportunity 
to play against their own team as the 
opposition were short a player on the 
day. Elizabeth Cook played especially 
well, being awarded Star Player. A 
tough fixture against Farleigh saw the 
team lose 20 – 5. Ella was deservedly 
awarded Star Player for not giving up and 
ensuring that team morale did not dip 
too far, whilst Alice impressed with her 
distribution of the ball and Emily Payne 
worked well throughout too. The team 
returned to their winning ways later on 
in the same week with a closely fought 
fixed against Kingswood. The result was 
8 – 8 going into the final quarter and 
the girls played with real determination 
to win 10 – 8. It was a tremendous team 
effort, with exceptional work from Simi, 
Evie and Alice especially. 

With the season ending early this year, it 
was wonderful that the girls completed 
the season with a final victory in their 
match against St Mary’s Calne. (12 – 2) 
It was a windy afternoon, but the team 
played brilliantly, adapting well for 

the conditions. Evie, Alice and Ellie 
played fantastically with Star Player 
being shared between the three players. 
It was a pleasure working with such a 
dedicated and enthusiastic squad this 
year, they fully deserve their fantastic 
match statistics and I am sure that they 
will continue to develop and grow into 
brilliant netball players as they move up 
the school. 

LKE

Squad: Simi Bhasin, Milly Blyth, Nancy 
Boswell, Elizabeth Cook, Ellie Higgens, 
Issy Hutchinson, Ella Kibble, Alice 
Patton, Emily Payne, Isabella Phipps, 
Evie Roan.

U12C
P 9      W 6      L 3      D 0

The U12C team made an excellent start 
to the season by winning 7-3 against 
Warminster School. Despite playing 
against some much taller and older 
opponents, the girls maintained high 
spirits and communicated well. Abby 
Haywood and Issy Hutchison both 
impressed with their goal scoring ability, 
while Bella Phipps deservedly won player 
of the match for her relentless defending. 
The team continued their winning 
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streak against Bristol Grammar School, 
winning 9-4. Elizabeth Cook put in a 
particularly impressive performance 
while playing in four different positions, 
even managing to add a point to the 
score-line. 

Our next match proved to be a tougher 
fixture against Embley. Both teams were 
worked equally hard leading to a closely 
fought and highly entertaining match, 
ending in a loss of 8-7. Nevertheless, 
there were plenty of highlights, including 
a terrific performance by Bella and Abby, 
who were voted Player of the Match and 
Star Player respectively.

After a well-deserved rest over the 
Exeat weekend, the girls were back in 
action against Prior Park. Isla Harris 
immediately put Dauntsey’s in the lead 
and the score-line seemed to increase 
exponentially with each quarter. The 
girls played impressively, demonstrating 
excellent team-work skills, finally 
winning 24-0. Abby, Isla, Rosanna 
Sherwood, and Janey Godfrey-Fausset 
all managed to get their names on the 
scoresheet with 9, 8, 6, and one goal 
respectively. 

The girls faced both Devizes and 
Lavington School next, narrowly losing 
both matches (5-7 and 3-4, respectively). 
While Abby and Issy scored all of the 
goals in the triangular competition, 
Victoria Greaves and Hetty Mead’s 

performance in defence must be 
congratulated, too. 

Only a few days later, the girls faced KES 
Southampton at home. It was bound 
to be a tough match with Storm Ciara 
making her way towards Dauntsey’s, but 
the U12Cs showed great resilience. They 
battled the strong winds, strategized well, 
and passed carefully to end with a terrific 
19-4 win. Issy, Abby and Janey scored 7, 
five and one goal respectively; however, it 
was Elizabeth’s surprise performance in 
the final quarter which secured her the 
title of Player of the Match. After three 
superb quarters in WD and C, Elizabeth 
went into GA, going on to score an 
incredible 6 goals! 

Ending the first half of term with neat 
symmetry, the U12Cs played against 
their first ever opponents again. It was 
a fascinating match to observe when 
considering many of the girls had 
never played a competitive match of 
Netball before facing Warminster at the 
beginning of term. There was, however, 
no sign of apprehension and the girls 
dominated from the initial whistle, 
making quick passes up the court. 
Thanks to Eva Simmonds, Abby, Issy 
and Rosanna’s highly-precise shooting, 
the girls managed to secure a comfortable 
14-3 win. Well done to Rosanna, who 
was voted Player of the Match, and Eva, 
who scored on her first attempt as GS 
and won Star Player!

In the second half of term, the girls 
faced Embley again. Having lost to them 
earlier in the season, the U12Cs were 
well-prepared and ready for a challenge. 
Their hard work paid off and their 
progress was clear with the girls winning 
18-3. Abby scored an incredible 11 goals 
in the first half, while Issy, who scored 
three, was voted player of the match. 
Despite losing the next two matches 
(17-9 against Farleigh and 9-8 against 
Kingswood), a special mention must go 
out to Hetty Mead, who put in a most 
impressive performance in defence. Her 
tenacity and drive did not go unnoticed 
and she was voted Player of the Match 
on both occasions. In their final match 
of the season, the U12Cs faced St Mary’s 
Calne at home. Thanks to a solid team 
effort, the girls dominated comfortably, 
ultimately winning 7-1.

Well done and thank you to all of 
the girls for a highly memorable and 
entertaining season.

MH

Squad: Elizabeth Cook, Emily Gerring, 
Janey Godfrey-Faussett, Lulu Hibbert, 
Issy Hutchison, Victoria Greaves, Abby 
Haywood, Lily Mason, Hetty Mead, 
Isabella Phipps, Eva Simmonds, Rosanna 
Sherwood.

U12D
P 8      W 6      L 2      D 0

The U12D team have been a great group 
of girls to work with approaching their 
first season of Netball with enthusiasm 
and commitment. The season kicked off 
with a fixture against Warminster. This 
was a truly lovely and evenly matched 
game throughout with some spot-on 
shooting from Rosanna Sherwood 
helping to secure their first win. The 
following fixture at Bristol Grammar 
School was tough. After a shaky first 
quarter they settled in well and gradually 
gained more possession. Tallulah was 
nifty in the centre court and Isla and 
Rosanna saved the day with their 
shooting to deliver a 5-3 win. Up next 
were Embley; we took a total of 21 girls 
with us, creating three teams, with each 
team playing two sessions of 7 mins. The 
rotations worked extremely well, giving 
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a large number of girls the opportunity 
to experience match play; with great 
determination shown by many. Tallulah, 
Lulu and Annabel Hart stood out with 
their awareness of space and general 
movement around the court. Despite 
our committed efforts, Embley were too 
strong and pulled away to secure a 15-4 
win. 

After a slow start and a loss against 
Devizes, both of the D teams eventually 
got into their stride in the second phase. 
Some great defensive action from Martha 
Little made shooting for the opposition 
very tricky and Eva Simmonds played 
particularly well with regard to her 
movement around the court. Annabel 
Hart was the only goal scorer for 
Dauntsey’s, to huge cheers from all 
spectators.

Following Devizes, we returned to 
Warminster School with 19 players to 
participate in the Warminster Festival. 
All of the matches played involved rolling 
subs, no scoring and generally, very little 
whistle blowing! Daisy Perrett and Lulu 
Hibbert displayed excellent attitudes 
for the upper team and Maisie Templar 
and Camille Farrington Darby were 
absolutely super in the lower team. All 
girls took on board the coaching advice 
given to them, showing great promise 

as the matches progressed. Next up, we 
played KES Southampton in some windy 
conditions. The girls put in a confident 
performance, showcasing some very 
good passing and much better movement 
around the court. Both Rosanna 
Sherwood and Daisy Perrett were very 
much on form with their shooting and 
the team delivered a well-deserved win; 
23- 1. Proving an ever-popular fixture, 
we returned to Warminster, once again 
with a super game from both the D and 
E team girls. Eleanor Barker was amazing 
in defence as well as off court with her 
support and words of encouragement. 
Some superb shooting from Isla Harris 
saw the team finish the match with a 7-1 
win. 

Our last two fixtures of the season saw 
a further two wins. Against Farleigh, 
Martha Little once again proved effective 
and pivotal in defence and Bea put in 
a solid performance with some great 
positioning, movement and energy 
around the court. Next up, against 
Kingswood, the girls experienced a 
closely fought but good -natured match. 
Both Martha and Maisie made a great 
pair working defence and Bea was 
amazing throughout. Once again, her 
movement around the court created some 
much-needed space and options. Isla, 
Lottie and Flo also stood out with their 

passing and interceptions. After drawing 
level at half time, we pulled ahead in 
the third quarter to 8-6 and finished 
ahead, 14 -11 at the final whistle. Our 
final game against Warminster (no scores 
recorded) saw 16 girls take to the court in 
two different teams demonstrating some 
fantastic Netball. 

The girls have been an absolute delight 
this season. They have made some 
significant progress in their skills 
and knowledge of the game and their 
attitude ahs been positive, proactive and 
committed. They have all shown some 
great promise and have much to offer 
next year. Well done, girls!

EHS

Squad: Eleanor Barker, Flo Boyd, Lucy 
Carter, Camille Farrington- Darby, 
Isobel Fraher, Eva Fraser, Emily Gerring, 
Amelia Gordon, Holly Guest, Isla 
Harris, Annabel Hart, Lulu Hibbert, 
Annabel Horsefield, Martha Little, 
Verity Mackintosh, Rose Marshall, Lily 
Mason, Hetty Mead, Eloise Parkes, 
Daisy Perrett, Tallulah Riley, Rosanna 
Sherwood, Eva Simmonds, Georgina 
Sisum, Lottie Skinner, Bea Stevenson, 
Maisie Templar, Jemima Whitelegge.
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There was a buzz of anticipation around the Dauntsey’s First 
XI of 2020. Many of the squad already had the experience of 
playing at this level in the previous year and they were raring to 
go at the start of the campaign. The season began in spectacular 
fashion with a 4-0 home win, followed by a record breaking 
10-2 away victory. The team played with skill and passion, 
and their spirit was never in doubt, but unfortunately results 
didn’t quite go to plan after that great start and they didn’t 
quite manage to produce the goods in those all-important key 
moments. Perhaps it was a lack of enough natural defenders, 
as playing out from the back proved costly, with the team 
committing several unforced errors when a “Robert Huth 
style” hoof into touch or a back to front punt upfield was 
the better option. However, ultimately the team should be 
applauded for sticking to their principles in playing a fluid and 
exciting brand of passing football.

A huge thank you to this year’s captain Rory Case and his vice-
captain Tom Lewis for leading by example and proving to be 
great ambassadors for school football both on and off the pitch. 
The team missed Tom’s presence due to injury before half term 
and it was great to see him return for the final two matches 
in his third season in the First XI. Rory had two wonderful 
seasons in the team. A commanding and calm presence, he 
reads the game with ease and in combination with his deceptive 

pace, he proved to be a true ‘Rolls Royce’ of a footballer and 
one of the best to have represented the school.

The players in the First XI squad still at the school next year 
will aim to learn from this season, where they will be joined by 
boys eager to impress and make the step up from the Second 
XI. The second team endured a tough season, but they grew 
as a unit with more matches under their belt to produce some 
strong performances, including a well-deserved 5-2 victory, 
with their impressive captain Arthur Richardson at the helm.

As always, I would like to acknowledge the contributions of 
all those that help to make football a success at Dauntsey’s and 
my thanks to all the boys who played football for the school in 
2020 and best wishes to all the leavers. My thanks go to CDJT, 
DSB, GPJ and JRA for all their hard work and input in helping 
to run school football with me this season. I am also most 
grateful to CDJT and WPJW for their support in the refereeing 
of this year’s matches, and to Mr Herrett for providing the 
excellent photographs. From all the boys and football staff, 
thanks go to Mr Gleed and his team for providing the superb 
playing surfaces on Mercer’s Field.

RVL

The Dauntseian 2019-2020 Sport

Boys’ Football
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First XI
P 7      W 2      L 4      D 1

The team looked to have a lot of 
potential and expectations were high, as 
the majority of last year’s squad were still 
at the school, ready to wear the black and 
white hoops for one more season.

We opened our account against 
Clayesmore in the first ever match to be 
played on the Mercers Stadium pitch 
or ‘El Stadio’ as it would commonly be 
known, situated in the middle of the 
new athletics track. In a nervy opening 
quarter, the visitors went through on 
goal twice, only for Josh Mallinson to 
keep them out on both occasions with 
outstanding saves.

We gradually began to play our way into 
the game and took the lead as Benedict 
Kinder bungled the ball into the net at 
the far post, following a Kit Major cross 
from the right. Just before the interval, 
a wonder hit from Kit, again from the 
right that wasn’t meant as a cross, nestled 
into the bottom corner to double our 
advantage. We added two further goals 
in a dominant second half performance, 
as we continually pressed through the 
pace of Thomas Flynn and Matt Bark-
Churchill. First, following a fine team 
move, Jesse Allinson-James struck sweetly 
past the keeper from twenty yards out, 
before Matt completed a 4-0 victory with 
a clinical finish from inside the box.

In the following week, we visited Sexey’s 
School, Bruton, and it was a match to 
remember. Despite falling behind early 
on, we proceeded to dominant the 
match, scoring five goals in both halves 
for a record breaking 10-2 away win to 
cement our strong start to the season. 
Matt Bark-Churchill ran the home side’s 
defence ragged and hit four, and there 
was a brace for Rob Herrett to cap a fine 
performance in the centre of the park. 
Thomas Flynn, Jesse Allinson-James, 
Lucas Alonso Gonzalez and Jordan Hills 
were also on the scoresheet, as Dauntsey’s 
First  XI hit double figures for the second 
time in their history.

Our next opponents came in the form of 
a very strong and organised Marlborough 
College outfit in the first of three 
consecutive home matches in the space of 
ten days. Despite trailing 2-0 at the break, 
we were still very much in the match and 

when a Rory Case penalty pulled one 
back early in the second half, it was very 
much game on. However, the opposition’s 
quality shone through and they scored 
twice again to hand us a 4-1 defeat.

Next, against Wycliffe, in an evenly 
contested first half, Matt Bark-
Churchill’s sixth of the season had put 
us in front, but we were pegged back 
by an equaliser before the interval. We 
then conceded three in fifteen minutes 
of madness at the start of the second 
half and, although we recovered our 
composure, the damage was done, and 
the game ended in a 5-2 defeat with a late 
Rory Case penalty providing no more 
than a consolation.

Downside were the visitors two days 
later, in a match where we struggled 
to get a foothold early on and were 2-1 
down at half time, despite equalising 
through another long-range special 
from Kit Major. A much-improved 
performance after the break, saw us back 
level midway through the second half 
after a fine finish from Femi Akinbobola, 
but we couldn’t find a winner and had to 
settle for a share of the spoils.

28-days later, we were excited to get back 
on the pitch again away at Canford. 
Despite the long bus journey and little 
time for a warm-up, we were hoping 
to start on the front foot. However, 
that was easier said than done, as two 
quick goals from the opposition in the 
opening ten minutes forced us to wake 

up. After an attack down the left flank, 
Thomas Flynn whipped in a cross, which 
somehow found the back of the net with 
Jordan Hills claiming a touch, although 
VAR may have suggested otherwise. 
Then, almost an equaliser, as Thomas 
met an inviting Matt Bark-Churchill 
cross, but his stunning header cannoned 
back off the crossbar. In an open and 
entertaining second half, both sides 
upped their game. Jesse Allinson-James 
showed wonderful technique on the 
volley to force a fine save and, although 
Tom Lewis fired in a long-range screamer 
on his return from a hamstring injury, 
the home side scored three more to hand 
us a 5-2 loss.

Sport
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We travelled to Winchester College for what would end 
up being our last game of the season, albeit with more 
games planned on the fixture list; a situation which no one 
would have expected two or three weeks earlier. However, 
the match would provide an apt summary of our season. 
Three down in the opening twenty minutes or so and 
clearly the second-best team on the pitch, it looked to be 
a case of damage limitation. Then on the stroke of half 
time, a poacher’s finish from Jordan Hills turned the tide 
and, after a touch of the hairdryer treatment, we came out 
fired up for the second period. We dominated the next 
twenty minutes, as we attacked our rattled hosts. Two well 
worked goals, superbly finished by the now unplayable Matt 
Bark-Churchill brought the scores level at 3-3. It looked 
to be “Istanbul 2005” all over again, as we came close on 
several occasions to finding a winner. However, perhaps 
predictably, we couldn’t capitalise and gifted the home side 
a fourth goal on a plate with five minutes remaining. As we 
threw caution to the wind, we conceded again twice and 
ended up losing 6-3.

Ultimately, our season will be overshadowed by the 
pandemic that cut it short. However, it proved to be a season 
that showed much potential with moments of individual 
brilliance. Good luck to the 2021 football teams!

Rory Case

Squad: Femi Akinbobola, Jesse Allinson-James, Lucas 
Alonso Gonzalez, Matt Bark-Churchill, Charlie Bishop, 
Rory Case, Sam Clarke, Michael Crisp, Thomas Flynn, 
Tom Galloway, Rob Herrett, Jordan Hills, Benedict Kinder, 
Tom Lewis, Archie Mackinnon, Kit Major, Josh Mallinson.
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Second XI
P 5      W 1      L 4      D 0

The Second XI opened their season with a 
tough fixture against Marlborough College 
and, unfortunately, it was a one-sided affair, 
which saw the visitors bulldoze their way to 
a 9-0 win. The Dauntsey’s side, featuring 
several Fifth Form boys, struggled to maintain 
possession and were completely outplayed in 
all areas of the pitch. 

Next up saw the team pitted against a decent 
Wycliffe side and despite having a much better 
shape and defensive structure, the Dauntsey’s 
team struggled to capitalise on their chances 
and lost the game 3-2. Tom Lampard-Vail and 
Sam Wroath got the goals with Charlie Bishop 
outstanding throughout. 

After having put in some great training 
sessions, the side were well prepared for the 
visit of Downside and ran out comfortable 
5-2 winners. A brace for Charlie Bishop plus 
goals for Toby Zino, Jack Butler and Iint 
Ekwongviriya capped off a fantastic team 
display. Captain Arthur Richardson and Tom 
Galloway were outstanding in the centre of 
defence with Iint and Toby dominating the 
midfield. The pick of the goals saw Charlie 
weave his way past three would be defenders 
to slot past the Downside keeper.

An away fixture at Canford produced a tight 
match with chances being created at both 
ends. Ed Morgan was fantastic in goal and 
made a string of excellent saves but ultimately 
the physical Canford side bagged what proved 
to be the winning goal. 

The final match of the season saw the Second 
XI come up against a well drilled Winchester 
side and despite going down 3-0, there were 
some outstanding performances and the team 
did not stop until the final whistle, showing 
just how far they had come during the course 
of the season. 

CDJT

Squad: Jack Butler, Charlie Bishop, Alexander 
Clothier, Iint Ekwongviriya, Tom Galloway, 
Guy Harmer, William He, Marcus Howard, 
Ethan Jefferies, Tom Lampard-Vail, Ed 
Morgan, Ryan Morris, Arthur Richardson, 
Louis Stevenson, Hugo White, Dan Wood, 
Sam Wroath, Hugo White, Toby Zino.

Sport
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The 2019-20 season once again got off to a cracking start with 
the Dauntsey’s Cross Country Festival, marking the start of the 
September Exeat. All of the Lower School raced in their house 
colours, making for a brilliant spectator event. Very well done 
to race winners Milo Lankester and Evie Roan from the First 
Form, Matthew Nocton and Ellie Mullins from the Second 
Form and Third Formers David Kelsall and Mollie Ball. Ed 
Tabor (Fourth Form) won the Fourth and Fifth Form boys’ 
race, Will Morris (U6) won the Sixth Form boys race and Phe 
Phe Pye (Fourth Form) won the Upper School girls’ race.

The top ten finishers in each event were invited to enter the 
Kennet Cross Country trials, held at Marlborough College in 
November. 50 of our runners took up the offer; an impressively 
strong show in this event, competing against six local schools. 
Dauntsey’s had three winners on the day: Evie Roan and Tom 
Lang won the Minor races and Mollie Ball ran to victory in 
the Junior Girls race. In all, 31 of our runners finished in the 
top 12 spots, making them eligible for selection to represent 
the Kennet area in the County Schools Championships the 
following term.

As anticipated, competition was stiff at the County Schools 
Championships. Sheldon School were our hosts and their 
course is deceptively tough – more hilly than the supporting 
spectators realise and thick with mud underfoot. Our runners 
did exceptionally well to hold their own; the starts were 
fearsomely fast, with elbows out and spikes flying everywhere. 
Selection for the County squad is a considerable achievement 
and based on a top-13 finishing position. Congratulations for 
fantastic runs to Evie Roan (5th, Minor Girl), Tom Sharples 
(5th, Minor Boy), Tom Lang (7th, Minor Boy), Mollie Ball (13th, 
Junior Girl), Matthew Nocton (5th, Junior Boy), Will Morris 
(9th, Senior Boy) and Tom Flynn (13th, Senior Boy).

Evie, Tom, Tom, Matthew and Will went on to represent 
Wiltshire at the South-West Schools Championships in 
Bournemouth in February, with Tom Sharples being the best 
placed Dauntsey’s runner, in 23rd place out of a field of 66. For 
the Minor Boys and Girls, that’s as far as the championship 
takes them, but Matthew and Will had the opportunity to don 
their county vest one more time, at the National Schools Cross 
Country Championships, at Sefton Park, Liverpool in March. 
Past winners of this event include Mo Farah and Alistair 
Brownlee; competing at this level is not only a great experience, 
but an achievement they can feel very proud of. 

EMC
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Equestrian
The equestrian team’s year started with lots of new members, great spirit, and 
dreams of fluttering rosettes. The team of Lauren Dallison, Amber Fletcher, 
Ellie Fredericks and Katinka Beckett returned to the All England Showground at 
Hickstead, where they jumped well to finish 6th in the final of the National School’s 
Equestrian Association (NSEA) elite 100cm, beating teams from all corners of 
the British Isles. At the eventing championships at Stonar in September, the 80cm 
team came a decent 5th, with Charlotte Grant getting an individual 6th place.

Then it was on to Addington Manor, for the NSEA championships. Dauntsey’s 
had qualified for a record number of classes in all disciplines throughout the year 
and turned out in force, cheerfully ignoring the pelting rain and hock-deep mud. 
Many of the riders were there for the first time and coped beautifully with the 
colourful flags and crowds of spectators. Charlotte Grant on the legendary Mylo 
came a brilliant individual 3rd in the 75cm Jumping with Style, and helped the 
team – Charlotte, Amber, Aurelia Harris Johnstone and Nia Gwynne Davies – to 
finish 8th in the 85cm JwS. The class went on all day, reflecting the huge numbers 
of teams who had qualified. The 105cm JwS team of Amber, Lauren, Ellie and 
Beth McNamara rode well to finish 6th. It was in the dressage that Dauntsey’s, 
once again, shone. Myles Graham came 1st in his arena in the individual Novice 
class, with Amber in second, both qualifying for the ride off, where Amber 
came 2nd overall and Myles 3rd - terrific results. In the team competition – which 
finished late on Sunday night, Dauntsey’s – Liv Carpenter, Ellie, Myles and 
Amber – finished a very good third.

In November, we hosted the annual Dauntsey’s SJ qualifier at West Wilts. Again, 
it was a terrific feat of organisation by all the parents, headed by Emma Grant, 
with the help of Lucie McNichol. There were lots of good results, including an 
individual 1st for Ellie in the 90cm, and 3rd for Lucy Mayne in the 105cm.

It was back to West Wilts at the beginning of 2020, for pre-season SJ in January 
and Eventers’ Challenge in February. There were rosettes for Dauntsey’s teams in 
most classes at both, with Serena O’Brien coming individual 3rd in the 90cm EC.

Then, just as the season-proper was set to 
start, COVID-19 struck and all competitions 
were cancelled. But, in these difficult times, 
our ponies and horses have kept us fit and 
sane, for which all the Dauntsey’s equestrians 
are very grateful. Thanks to Emma Grant 
and Izzi Beckett for their leadership, to 
Amber Fletcher for captaining the equestrian 
team, Beth McNamara for being her vice-
captain, LPM for her support and the school 
for enabling the riders to pursue the sport 
they love. Let’s hope the fun restarts soon!

Sam Fletcher
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The start of year for rifles began with an exciting interhouse 
event – competition was fierce with houses arriving at the range 
with mascots and flags. Ultimately, Hemens won the trophy 
for the Upper School and Forbes for the younger pupils. We 
were particularly impressed by the interest shown by the Lower 
School which bodes well for future shooting.

We competed in matches with Marlborough and Wellington 
Colleges, Beechen Cliff and Abingdon School early in the year 
which gave the pupils excellent opportunities to shoot against 
a range of abilities and in different environments. We also 
enjoyed shooting outside at Patterdown and Andover Ranges 
(see photo right) which always challenges the pupils especially 
in unpleasant weather! 

Once again, we submitted entries for the British Schools Small 
Arms Postal competition and the Wiltshire and Hampshire 
Leagues through the Autumn and Spring term. We had 
particular success in the Hampshire League with Henry 
MacBride winning the Guernsey Trophy, Nadim Searight 
winning the Ted Trimboy Cup and Bertie Waymouth the 
Ted Trimboy Runner Up Cup. Dingqi Yao won the Junior 
Champion Memorial Cup (see photo below).

The 16th and 30th of November saw us at Bisley in the English 
School Long Range and the Open Shoot respectively. These 
events are a great opportunity for our pupils to experience a 
larger competition and they rose to the challenge admirably. In 
particular, in the Long Range Shoot, Theo Nellis and Nadim 
Searight came 6th in the Senior Pairs and Nadim came 14th 
overall out of 151 competitors and earnt a well deserved bowl of 
chips! 

Two pupils were selected to shoot for their country in the 
Schools International Competition and just managed to shoot 
their targets before Lockdown commenced. Evie Jackson shot 
for Dauntsey’s D team and Nadim Searight shot for Wales A 
team. This is a very impressive achievement because they need 
to have a running average of 96.5 out of 100 on 10 bull targets 
to be considered for the teams.

Although the shooting has been curtailed for 2020, we have 
continued to work hard to find ways to promote shooting at 
Dauntsey’s. We were delighted to be able to invite pupils to 
shoot for the first time at Old Sarum outdoor range at the end 
of the Summer. A huge thank you needs to be said to Sandra 
Bull (Rifles Coach) and her husband, Adrian Bull, for their 
support and investment in Dauntsey’s shooting. They work 
incredibly hard to provide the coaching and amazing facilities 
for our pupils and make the rifles club what it is. 

Lastly, the indoor range has been reconfigured to allow 
shooting to take place safely from September - although it 
looks a little different. We are also relishing the challenge to get 
as many pupils shooting as possible, in particular, we hope to 
make shooting more accessible to the Lower School. 

KML

Rifles
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CANDY ZHANG 

TESSA CARTER 

TOBY MALLINSON 
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1. Lettice Wetton
2. Jess Nichol
3. Jenna Tatham
4. El Stevens
5. Wilson Look
6. Nathan Mak
7. Kizzie Dare
8. Felix Chow
9. Louie Poole
10. Ben Davies
11. Jack Jazrawy-Brown
12. Ollie Reeve
13. Joe Danby

14. Jack Grant
15. Tom Lampard-Vail
16. George Sherwood
17. Oscar Palmer
18. Josh Duckworth
19. Andy Chan
20. Jack Hall
21. Tom Peak
22. Max Orton
23. Harry Pullan
24. Ollie Frost
25. Joe Payne-Kumar
26. Ollie Crichard
27. Archie Mackinnon

28. Kit Major
29. Bill Nichol
30. Jack Butler
31. Scott Johnson
32. George Woodhead
33. Ethan Jeffries
34. Guy Harmer
35. Tom Lewis
36. Margaret Jacobs
37. Hannah Bradley
38. Charlie Bishop
39. Jesse Allinson-James
40. Annelies Nicholson
41. Evie Jackson
42. Poppy Napier

43. Amber Fletcher
44. Ellie Barker
45. Flossie Ball
46. Tilly Heyden
47. Alice Butler
48. Gemma Harvey
49. Niamh Clark
50. Poppy Waterworth
51. Abi Baker
52. Carrie Kemper
53. Eleni Sutton
54. Beth McNamara
55. Freya Chapman
56. Sasha Afanasyeva
57. Mabel Garton-Jones
58. Grace Welsh
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59. Tom Newton
60. Sasha Henley
61. Tom Scott
62. Ben Jones
63. Ben Woodman
64. Archie Sagers
65. Joss Ferguson
66. Jordan Hills
67. Josh Mallinson
68. Rory Case
69. Alex Clothier
70. Isobel O’Brien
71. Hermione Owen
72. Rufus Cannon
73. Skeet Northfield
74. Hermione Warburton-Hogben 
75. Ed Savage

76. Luca Cox
77. Marcus Howard
78. Femi Akinbobola
79. Oliver Harding
80. Algie Fooks
81. Alden Wong
82. Will Hodgson 
83. Charlie Payne
84. Olly Cons
85. Finn Smith
86. Isaac Bull 
87. Eric Zhao
88. Rory Anderson
89. Angharad Harris
90. Jess Nixon
91. Ben Gardiner
92. Tommy Gilbert
93. Calum Marshall

94. Nicole Cheng
95. Hannah Barnes
96. Zaya Nasheed
97. Katie Choi
98. Bella Harris-Johnstone
99. Anna Ponder
100. Daisy Maunder
101. Victoria Blackwood
102. Jenna Chan
103. Holly Baker
104. Natalie Wu
105. Liv Parrott
106. Annie Hourahane
107. Wilf Fitzgibbon
108. Riya Patel 
109. Ollie Illingworth
110. Elena Swanton
111. Ben Kinder
112. Frankie Whinnett

113. Maddie George
114. India Eastlake
115. Rosie Jephson
116. Amelia Place
117. Polly Campbell
118. Katie Lisle
119. Jessie Romer-Lee
120. Elisabeth Peak
121. Holly Reavenall
122. Lucy Talbot
123. Sophie Haslam
124. Kiera Riordan
125. Shirley Lam
126. India Dyer
127. Freddie Scott
128. Maddy Ginger
129. Alice Robinson
130. Rachel King
131. Hattie Edwards

Dauntsey’s School
Leavers 2020
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