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 5 March 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

 

I am writing to update you on the School’s response regarding COVID-19.  The situation is obviously changing 

quickly and there are frequent updates from the Government and other educational bodies regarding actions 

that schools should be taking.  We are taking all reasonable steps to limit the opportunity for the virus to spread 

amongst the School community and hope that close co-operation between pupils, parents and staff will limit 

the impact of the virus.  I would therefore like to draw your attention to the following points: 

 

Measures taken so far – Within School, we have rolled out multiple alcohol-based hand sanitisers in order to 

limit the potential spread of the virus.  We have accompanied this with an awareness campaign around coughs, 

colds and hand-washing for pupils and staff alike.  Parents can play a critical role here by reinforcing the 

importance of this to their children.  We have also added to our daily cleaning routines, for example wiping 

down keyboards and door handles, and have improved them in other areas such as in the dining hall and in the 

laundry, in an attempt to further reduce the risk of the virus spreading.   

 

Non-essential events – As a precautionary response, we will be reviewing all upcoming events in the School 

calendar and those that are not deemed essential to your children’s education may be postponed or cancelled.  

For example, we have cancelled this evening’s Mercers’ Lecture, tomorrow’s Second Form Parents’ Evening 

and Saturday’s Lower Sixth Post-Dauntsey’s Planning Talk.  We have also withdrawn The Female Voices’ Choir 

from the Barnardo’s National Choir of the Year Competition in London on Monday.   

 

Interaction with other schools – Although fixtures with other schools continue for the moment, this is under 

review.  Currently, prior to visits from or fixtures with other schools, we are asking them to confirm that they 

have no actual or suspected cases of COVID-19 amongst their pupils, parents or staff.  If we were notified of 

any such cases, we would cancel the fixtures.   

 

School trips – We are actively monitoring travel restrictions and Government guidance which could affect 

school trips, particularly those planned for the Easter holidays.  We have already cancelled the planned trip to 

Nice due to specific concerns over homestay arrangements.  We are continuing to monitor the situation in 

Europe and it seems highly likely that we may have to cancel the planned trips to Berlin, CERN and Pila.  

Separate correspondence will be sent to those parents with pupils booked on these trips.   

 

Notification – If your children or yourselves have either a suspected, or confirmed case of COVID-19, or are 

in direct contact with someone who has a confirmed case of COVID-19, we ask that you inform the School 

immediately so that we can take adequate precautions.   

 



 

 

Travel and quarantine – We expect all parents, pupils and staff to follow Government guidance regarding 

travel to restricted areas and the requirement to self-isolate for the requisite period on their return.  This is 

especially pertinent given the approaching Easter holidays.  In addition, if your family is travelling over Easter 

to an area which then becomes subject to travel and self-isolation restrictions, your children would not be able 

to attend School.  I mention this because it could affect pupils in the Fifth Form or Upper Sixth who are due 

to sit public exams early next term.  We also ask that you notify the School if you are planning on travelling to 

any Category 1 areas (Wuhan City and Hubei Province, Iran, Daegu and Cheongdo in South Korea, and certain 

Italian towns under containment measures) or any of the Category 2 areas (the remaining parts of Italy, China 

and South Korea, Cambodia, Hong Kong, Japan, Laos, Macau, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Taiwan, 

Thailand and Vietnam).  Further travel and health advice can be found here 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus 

 

Contingency planning – We are not currently aware that any of our pupils or staff have COVID-19, and in 

the event of a confirmed case amongst pupils or staff we would only close the School if we were advised to do 

so by Public Health England.  However, it would be negligent if we did not make plans for how we would 

teach if the School was to close.  We are currently developing plans for remote teaching to limit the impact on 

pupils if this was to happen.  

 

Easter – This is an especially concerning time for our international pupils and all the more so since their ability 

to see their families over Easter may be frustrated by travel restrictions or flight cancellations.  We are arranging 

to open one of our boarding houses for international pupils in the Upper Sixth and Fifth forms for the last ten 

days of the holidays but, in addition, if any of you would be willing to host any of our international pupils over 

the Easter holidays, I would be grateful if you could let me know.  

 

Understanding and compassion – This is a worrying time for everybody and it is important that the School 

community pulls together and gives each other support.  This is a message that our House staff will be 

communicating to pupils and it is also one that I would emphasise with you all. 

 

I hope that you are content with what I have written here and ask for your understanding at this time.   
 

Your sincerely 

 

 

 

Mark Lascelles 

Head Master 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus

