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Online Learning

My Mathematical Journey

Lockdown raised the profile of  online learning platforms for all subjects, including 
mathematics. The mathematics department at Dauntsey’s is conducting a review of  
a number of  web sites to ensure that our pupils and staff  have access to the best 
resources to augment our face-to-face contact. Watch This Space.

In this new section, lower sixth mathematician Annabel (Evans House) interviewed 
Mrs Hambly from the Dauntsey’s mathematics department. Annabel writes:

Mrs Hambly did a combined course of  maths and physics at the University of  Bath. 
She originally wanted to combine maths and chemistry, but this course was not 
available at the time. She then went straight into teaching, and most of  the people 
on her course also did the same. She taught her first A’ level physics lesson when she 
was just twenty one. She has worked in both single-sex and co-ed schools, and she 
says, interestingly, that teaching techniques are different between the two. However, 
before all of  this, she studied Maths, Further Maths, Physics and Chemistry at 
A-level (and biology at AS level). 

She is now a working mother and says that she finds it very busy balancing work 
with spending time with her daughter. However, while completing her A-levels, she 
also did three jobs and had athletics training most nights – so she definitely knows 
how to balance her time. She has recently been 
introducing maths to her daughter, for example 
often counting together. 

Mrs Hambly is dyslexic, and this is one of  
the fundamental reasons she enjoys maths so 
much. She claimed it was one of  things she 



could confidently do at school, because reading 
was difficult, and she loved how the answers 
were either right or wrong. She used to solve 
simultaneous equations while on the beach. 

Events
Oxford Public Mathematics Lecture
Spacetime Singularities
(Recording from 25 May 2021)
Alone in a cube that glows in the darkness, X is content with his infinite universe 
and abstract thought. But then Y appears, insisting they interact, exposing him to 
her sensory and physical existence. Each begins to hanker after what the other has 
until a remarkable thing happens … involving a strange loop. 

Featuring acting mathematicians Marcus du Sautoy
and Victoria Gould. This takes inspiration from the 
40th anniversary of  Douglas Hofstadter’s seminal 
book, Gödel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden 
Braid, the work of  art links between systems and 
creativity, technology and humanity, using theatre, 
music and art. 

Watch Online
Type “Oxford Mathematics Public Lectures” into 

your search engine for access.



World Maths Day
We celebrated World Maths Day with a survey to find the Greatest Of  All Time 
(GOAT) mathematician. Ten famous mathematicians were listed, with a short 
description of  their achievements and contributions to mathematics. It was a very 
close two horse race between Pythagoras (a2 + b2 = c2) and Sir Isaac Newton 
(F = ma and the wonderful calculus). These two were neck and neck throughout 
the voting until a late surge for the Ancient Greek gave him a narrow (and 
controversial) victory. Third place went to Hypatia, the first female mathematician to 
have a reasonably well documented life. Special congratulations to the Fourth Form 
who cast the most votes as a group. Organiser TER commented, “we focus on 
developing skills in lessons, but it is interesting also for pupils to learn more about 
the fascinating history of  mathematics”. These are the full results:

During this week, pupils also completed a number of  mathematical challenges in les-
sons including code-breaking exercises and PAM demonstrated a paper-folding activi-
ty to make a truncated tetrahedron.
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Maths Clinics

An Equation For Happiness
Scientists at UCL have developed an equation for happiness. Put simply, they 
concluded that it is best to lower expectations, but not so far as to leave you 
miserable. 
The equation is:

And Finally...

All pupils are welcome to come to our Maths Clinics on Monday and Thursday af-
ternoons during Long Break. A member of  the department will be on hand to help 
with any mathematical issues:
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