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This first term of the new academic year has flown by and we are now enjoying the Christmas celebrations at 
School. Things have been ticking along nicely in the Foundation Office, with Julie Romijn having a frim grip on 
our records and administration, and OD Philip Nokes kindly visiting each week to manage our archive material. 
The many OD events have been strongly supported and most enjoyable. The Golf Day saw keen competition for 
the new Bob Foxwell Cup, the London reunion at Champagne Charlie’s was packed, and over fifty guests had 
a most enjoyable time cheering the rugby and hockey teams in their final matches of the term. Thank you so 
much for your continued support and interest.
It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Dick Riseley-Prichard. Chairman of Governors 1986-
1999, Dick was a huge supporter and friend of Dauntsey’s. He made a significant contribution to many areas 
of school life and was instrumental in leading Dauntsey’s on the path to where it is today.  He will be sorely 
missed. 
It has been good to hear the news and views from many of you. Please continue to keep in touch and do let us 
know if you would like help organising a reunion or OD event. If you have not done so recently, I  hope you will 
have chance to visit Dauntsey’s soon; there is much to see and a nice school lunch if you get the timing right.

Mark Lascelles (Head Master)

Mark Neve (Head of  Foundation)

I hope you share my pride in our great school. It is a real privilege to be Head Master of such a happy, vibrant 
community. Each day brings new challenges, and there are a few testing moments, but there is nothing I enjoy 
more than chatting with pupils and watching them flourish in the myriad of activities in their busy schedules.
School numbers remain healthy, with 817 on the School roll. There is strong demand for places at all levels 
and I am particularly pleased that the Manor is full and thriving. This year’s public examination results were 
excellent, with headline figures of 49.6% A*/A grades for A level and 71.4% A*/A for our GCSE entries. Five 
Upper Sixth pupils secured their Oxbridge places, two at Cambridge and three at Oxford. In the big scheme 
of things, the results are very important: our consistently strong academic performance is fundamental to our 
success.
I hope you will enjoy reading the School news items in the Newsletter which give a flavour of life at 
Dauntsey’s. Not surprisingly, Drama, Music and Sport feature heavily in our provision and form a key part of 
the weekly routine for many pupils.  Both the Rugby teams and the girls’ Hockey teams have enjoyed strong 
seasons and the performances of Les Misérables were simply dazzling.
It has been a pleasure to meet so many ODs at various events. You are most welcome back at School if you 
would like to visit: thank you for supporting Dauntsey’s.

End of  an Era
Many generations of Dauntseians will recall The Wheatsheaf, on West Lavington High Street almost opposite the main entrance to the School.    
Due to its proximity and because it was seen as the masters’ pub, few pupils entered through its portals, preferring for their illicit leisure time 
pursuits drinking at safer establishments such as The Owl at Little Cheverell (now, alas, also closed).  Although extended in modern times, the 
building dated back to the 18th century.  Latterly its name was  unnecessarily changed to The Stage Post.  Closed in 2010, it lay derelict until 
demolition in November 2017.
Below is an oil painting which appeared in the July 1949 Dauntseian.  The artist was Oliver Reinganum, later Campbell (1931-2013), who was 
at the school from 1944 to 1948.  A son of the artist Victor Reinganum, his brother Carl was also at Dauntsey’s, 1944-50.



School News
School Charity 2016 - 17

We were delighted to present a cheque for 
£14,432 to our elected charity for 2016-2017, 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance. The Devizes to 
Westminster canoe race team raised over 
£5000 and this, combined with many House 
events and a 24-hour runathon, swelled the 
coffers and showed the spirit of Dauntsey’s 
in action. The School Charity for this year is 
Malayaka House, a rather special orphanage 
in Uganda.

New Deputy Head

Congratulations to Ann Jackson, former 
Jeanne Housemistress, on her promotion 
to the Senior Management Team as Deputy 
Head (Pastoral).

Checkmate

Congratulations to Form 1 pupil, Oliver 
White, member of the winning Wiltshire 
team in the Challengers’ Competition 
at the National Youth Chess Association 
Championships and winner of the U12 
Wiltshire Qualifier for the London Junior 
Chess Championships.

Steve Backshall visits Dauntsey’s

We welcomed Steve Backshall, one of TV’s 
busiest presenters and a BAFTA award-
winning wildlife expert, to Dauntsey’s in 
early November. Popular with youngsters 
for presenting BBC TV’s Deadly 60, the 
Memorial Hall was at maximum capacity for 
the much anticipated Mercers’ Lecture. After 
an absorbing talk and many fascinating 
questions, everyone was inspired to explore, 
take chances, and above all to not take our 
beautiful world for granted.

The Flying Man

On Friday 6 October, a large crowd of pupils 
and staff were thrilled to witness Richard 
Browning take flight in the world’s first jet-
engine human suit, Daedalus. Shortly after 
his visit, Richard set a Guinness World Record 
for the fastest speed in a body-controlled jet 
engine power suit, recording 32.02 mph.
The innovative technology combines body 
mounted miniaturised jet-engines with a 
specially designed exo-skeleton allowing 
vertical take off and flight. The Daedalus 
jet-engine suit is pioneering an entirely new 
category in aviation history. Exciting stuff!

U14 teams hit a winning streak

The U14 tennis team is enjoying a successful 
run in the AEGON Team Tennis Competition, 
having progressed to the semi-final stage 
against a formidable Sherfield team.  A 
tense, close match between two talented 
teams was decided by a 10-6 win for 
Dauntsey’s in a championship tie-break. The 
boys now play in the South West Regional 
Final in Exeter.
Not to be outdone, the U14 netball team 
made School history by reaching the 
South West regional final of the national 
tournament. After confident wins over 
Bradon Forest, Sheldon, St Edmund’s, 
Godolphin and St Mary’s, the team faced 
their toughest opposition of the day, 
Marlborough College.  Dauntsey’s girls 
edged a thrilling match 8-7, securing their 
passage to the next round.

Budding Entrepeneurs

Dauntsey’s Young Enterprise Company, 
BusiChip, is pushing the boundaries by 
creating innovative business solutions using 
cutting edge microchip technology. 
The BusiChip team is programming NFC 
chips to carry out different tasks when 
tapped with a smartphone, such as 
directing customers to a specific web link or 
immediately adding a business contact to a 
contact list. 

The Art Department presented an Art in 
Motion exhibition, celebrating the art of car 
design. The highlight was a display of classic 
cars which lined the main school drive.

Art in Motion



OD Events

London Reunion

OD Events

The weather was perfect for the annual 
School vs ODs cricket match for the Phil 
Hough Trophy.
The School’s 1st XI scored a challenging 
249-7 in their 40 overs, with Will Thomas top 
scoring with an impressive innings of 129. 
A spirited chase by the ODs saw them reach 
231-9, with good knocks from Charlie Dale 
53, Kevin Ridley 35 and Chris Warde 33. The 
1st XI won by 18 runs.

The winner of the Cottle Trophy for the 1st 
XI player of the match was Will Thomas.

Christopher Barlow (45-51)

Class of  2012 Dinner

OD Cricket



OD Day 2017

Robert Laverton (65-71) Chris May (51-56) Clare Owen (née Thompson) 
(77-80)

David Maundrell (87-94)

Derek Millard-Smith (86-93) Erlend Watson (75-81) James Gaiger (89-96) and James 
Neve (89-96) 

Jeremy Leach (53-57)

Jo Argyle (née Daniels) (85-92) Julian Alexander (77-82) and 
Sarah Alexander (née Williams) 

(89-91)

Nigel Thomas (87-89) Richard Poupart (50-56)

Christopher Barlow (45-51)

OD Golf
The OD Golf Day on Friday 1 September was a great success, with 24 competitors enjoying an afternoon of keen competition on a beautiful 
sunny day at North Wilts GC. Congratulations to Hugh Davenport (71-76) who was the overall winner with 36 stableford points, closely 
followed by a cluster of players on 35 points. The team event, competing for the new Bob Foxwell Cup in memory of the late OD Bob Foxwell 
(57-62), was won by Tim Church (59-64), Brian Fribbance (54-59) and Robert Appleby (60-66). Jim Hodges was guest of honour at the dinner 
and presented the prizes.



OD News
Abi Nokes (00-07) has been appointed CEO 
of Future First Global. Abi is the longest 
serving member of the Future First Global 
team which helps UK schools and colleges 
develop thriving alumni communities.

In July Ant Merrett (96-03) represented 
Great Britain at the rapidly growing sport 
of tag rugby in a tri-tournament against 
Australia and Ireland in Dublin. Ant is 2nd 
from left in the back row of the squad 
picture.

Desmond Morris (41-
45), renowned author 
and artist, remains 
prolific in his chosen 
fields. Catch up with 
all his latest news on 
his website: desmond-
morris.com

Dr Henrietta Bowden-Jones (77-82) is a 
Consultant Psychiatrist and the Lead Clinician 
and a Director of the National Problem 
Gambling Clinic in London. Henrietta is the 
President Elect of The Medical Women's 
Federation which celebrates its centenary 
this year.

Eason Chan (87-93) is promoting his latest 
album C’mon In on a world tour. Eason is 
pictured with his good friend and classmate, 
Tim Hitchens (86-93), after his performance 
at the O2 in London in early November.

Gordon Murray-John (56-60) lives in 
Michigan where he has just celebrated his 
50th wedding anniversary. Gordon spent 
many years in the pork industry and now, 
after retirement, has a small hobby farm 
producing organic vegetables for the local 
market.

In June D-Day Veteran with the Canadian 
Armed Corps Hugh Buckley (37-41), aged 
92, returned from Vancouver to Juno Beach, 
Normandy for the 73rd anniversary of the 
D-Day landings. Hugh is pictured delivering 
a moving address to a standing ovation from 
the assembled crowd. Hugh was previously 
awarded the prestigious Legion d'honneur 
by the people of France.

John Haspel (46-51) and David Gladwin 
(47-53) underwent National Service Officer 
Cadet training together in the summer of 
1955. They last saw each other in Singapore 
in the same year.
John made contact with David through the 
Foundation Office earlier this year and they 
plan to meet again soon for the first time in 
62 years.

Jonathan French (75-is member 001 of 
the United Arab Emirates Beekeeping 
Association. The society is committed to 
protecting the native Arabian dwarf honey 
bee. Some 20 members attended the 
inaugural meeting on 4th November 2017 
and enjoyed seeing their apiary at Al Barari.

Kate Powell (03-10) is involved in an exciting 
new venture called ‘The Errant Stage’. She 
is using her artistic talents, with a big red 
van as a mobile performance venue. The van 
offers affordable space for artists and an 
accessible theatre for a large audience. 

Lorna Frankel (09-16) is heading-up the 
Southampton team in this season’s University 
Challenge. After an impressive win against 
Cardiff, the second round match is imminent.  

James Marsh-Brown (59-62) retired in 2000 
after a long and eventful career in the 
property industry.  During the late 1970s and 
early 1980s he pursued his love of precision 
target shooting, a discipline started in the 
CCF at School. In 1982 James achieved his 
first International Cap with the pistol team.
Following  a serious back injury, James 
joined Disability Shooting Great Britain as a 
National Shooting Coach and subsequently 
qualified as an International Judge and 
Coach. In 2010, he was appointed to the post 
of CEO of the National Governing Body and 
was privileged to be in post leading up to 
the 2012 Olympic Games in London and the 
2016 Games in Rio.

In September, Milly Kipling (01-08) (née 
Hues) represented GB in the ITU World 
Series Triathlon in Rotterdam. In a very 
strong international field, Milly finished 
33rd overall and qualified for the European 
Championships.



OD News
Nick Jennings (66-
73) is the Associate 
Editor of Sound, Noise, 
Flicker and the Human 
Perception of Wind 
Farm Activity published 
in 2010. He was clearly 
attentive in his School 
Physics classes.

Noah Cannon (Fitzmaurice) is this year’s 
winner of the prestigious Nairne Cup. 
Noah is pictured on Speech Day with James 
Nairne (37-42), the brother of John Alastair 
Nairne (34-37) in whose memory the cup is 
dedicated.

Congratulations to Rachel Housby (02-04) 
on her marriage to Colin Bostrom. Rachel 
is pictured with her OD bridesmaids Becky 
Galea (née Green)(98-04), sister Nicola 
Skeggs (00-02) and Vicky Sims (née Josey)
(01-03).

Rachel Wieck (85-92), has been the Chair of 
Exeter Music Group Symphony Orchestra 
for the past 5 years. The orchestra has 
just celebrated its 50th anniversary with a 
splendid concert in Exeter Cathedral. 

Rick Murrell (61-64) and wife Lisette who 
live in Florida are pictured relaxing and 
enjoying themselves at Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado. In his CEO role for the foreign 
container shipping operations of Seattle 
based Saltchuk Resources, this year’s 
hurricane season has been particularly 
challenging.  Rick comments that no pictures 
can accurately convey the magnitude, and 
disruption to daily life and the devastation 
caused by hurricanes Irma and Maria.

Rob Thomas (73-80) lives with Amanda in 
the village of Combe on the edge of the 
Cotswolds.  Having qualified as a chartered 
accountant in 1987 after obtaining a degree 
in Mathematics at Southampton, Rob now 
works for an environmental charity based 
near Didcot.  Rob has two daughters, one 
of whom is at Imperial and the other who 
works in IT.

Robert Peel (70-77) has been in contact with 
many of his contemporaries. He has fond 
memories of working long hours on the 
School boat Griffin and took part in the Tall 
Ships Race 1976.

Congratulations to Stephanie Chase (04-
09) and Caroline Fryer (02-09) who were 
commissioned at this year’s Royal Military 
Academy Sovereign’s Parade. Stephanie was 
awarded the Sword of Honour for the best 
cadet on her course.

Tim Cartwright (73-75) is Head of Mission 
of the Council of Europe in Belgrade. His 
wife Ann Phillips (74-76) is enjoying a 
successful teaching career at the university. 
They became proud grandparents to Zelda, 
born on 23 August, 2017 to Gabriella and 
James (01-05) in Wellington, New Zealand, 
where James has been admitted to the Bar. 
Alexander (99-03) is writing and teaching in 
Zagreb.

Tim Waggett (75-79) has been living in 
Singapore for the past 3½ years with his 
wife Vinosha, son Julian and daughter 
Jasmine. Tim has had a successful career with 
Citigroup for more than twenty years.  

Tom Milsom (05-08) is applying to go on 
the Vintage Air Tour 2018 from Ushuaia 
(Argentina) to Florida. The 15 or so crews 
will fly over 6 weeks in March and April 
next year all the way north through South 
America,  Central America and on to Florida.
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On the agenda...

OD Golf Day: Friday 31 August 2018

5 Year Leavers’ Dinner: September 2018

Olive Society Lunch: September 2018

Class of 1978 Reunion weekend : May 18-19 2018

OD Family Day: Sunday 24 June 2018

Contact details:   Mark Neve: m.neve@dauntseys.org

  Julie Romijn: j.romijn@dauntseys.org

Dauntsey’s
West Lavington 
Devizes
Wiltshire 
SN10 4HE

01380 814500

info@dauntseys.org

In Memoriam
It is with sadness that we record the passing 
of the following ODs:

Peter Walker (43-46) January 2017

Michael Bygrave (51-53) April 2017

Paul Bush (51-56) April 2017

Bernard Novell (50-53) April 2017

Michael Small (47-52) no date

Daniel Waley (34-39) May 2017

Graham Bryce (55-57) June 2017

Charles ‘Cayley’ Barter (45-50) June 2017

David Gent (46-50) July 2017

Neville Tomkins (45-48) September 2017

James Scarlett (53-58) October 2017

Obituaries
Air Vice-Marshal R A Riseley-Prichard died 
1 October 2017

Dick Riseley-Prichard was Chairman of 
Governors from 1986 to 1999, overseeing 
a number of significant developments: the 
new Mercers house, the extension to the 
music school and dining hall, the new staff 
common room, and the transfer of the art 
department to the old primary school.  The 
school owes him much for his clear vision 
and able leadership.  Two of his daughters 
are ODs, Jo Riseley-Prichard (1979-81) and 
Philippa Martin (1977-78). A memorial 
service was held at the school when an 
address was given by Mr Christopher Evans, 

Head Master 1985-97.

Philip Nokes (64-70)

William Robin Loder (48-53) died 20 
February 2017

Rob Loder arrived at the Manor in 1948 from 
Park Farm, Moredon, near Swindon.   At 
school he was a good all round sportsman, 
excelling at hockey and cricket and in the 
agility team.  His father died suddenly and 
at the age of 17 Rob left to take over the 
running of the family farm.  At a Young 
Farmers’ Club ball he met Gill who was to 
become his wife.  With the expansion of 
Swindon the family farm was sold and they 
moved to Vale Farm, Royal Wootton Bassett 
and later to Brinkworth.  

David Gladwin (47-53)

Christopher Peter Zair (63-67) died 14 
November 2016

Chris was born in Ceylon (Sri Lanka) to 
British tea planter John Zair, who was also 
at Dauntsey’s, where he sent all three of his 
sons. Having arrived at School, Chris spent 
most of his spare time over the next three 
years in the pottery room.  He was also a 
talented musician, playing the bassoon.  He 
had been approached by the National Youth 
Orchestra, but had a serious eye complaint 
so felt unable to follow that interest.
After a period working for Jo Lyons in 
London in the computer department, 
he decided to go to Japan in 1971. The 
following year he went to stay with his 
eldest brother and founded Zair Pottery.  
He was truly an amazing, talented and 
eccentric man who will be sorely missed by 
all those who knew him.

Julie Brooks (sister)

Anthony (Tony) Jarrett (43-48) died 23 
August 2017

Tony moved to Canada about 1954, after 
completing his degree in Forestry at Hertford 
College, Oxford, and having married Ruth, 
his Norwegian sweetheart. He worked 
all over British Columbia and retired in 
Vancouver in 1995. Tony was a keen deep 
water sailor, touring the Pacific in his yacht  
Dandelion Days. Coming from a musical 
family, he became interested in Kelowna’s 
Symphony Orchestra of which he was a very 
successful chairman. As well as being a well 
respected and successful businessman, he 
was a great family man and a good friend to 
many.  He leaves his beloved wife Ruth, and 
much loved children Kirsti, Ingrid, Roland 
and Lisa, and their families.  A memorial 
service was held in in Kelowna, British 
Columbia, Canada on 23 September, which 
was attended by his family and many friends.

Michael Jarrett (50-55)

It is with deep regret that we announce 
the death of ODA Chairman Tony Rowlands 
(59-61). Tony was a distinguished chairman 
of the Association from 2012 to 2017. He 
passed away peacefully after a short ilness 
on 6 December 2017. His funeral will be held 
at West Lavington parish church at 2pm on 
Friday 12 January 2018.


