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Mark Lascelles
Welcome to the first edition of the Old
Dauntseians’ Newsletter. I hope you will find
it to be a good read and that it brings you
up-to-date with news of School activities and
events.
You will be pleased to know that the School
is thriving, with a record number of 829
pupils and impressive academic results. The
youngsters are receiving a happy, vibrant
education in a unique, friendly atmosphere,
with a wealth of opportunities: we are so
proud of our pupils’ achievements. Sport,
Music and Drama continue to flourish and,
for many, form a key part of the weekly
schedule. An extensive building programme
is nearing completion and the campus looks
quite splendid in the summer sunshine. Your
school is in a very good place and I would be
delighted to welcome you back at any time:

The ODA Governors
There are two Old Dauntseian
representatives on the School Governing
Body. The current governors, elected by the
Association, are Angus Macpherson (OD 6671) and Charles Lucas (OD 61-65).

do come and visit.

Mark Neve
Following a long and most rewarding
teaching career at Dauntsey’s, I am delighted
to have the opportunity to lead the
Foundation Office. I started in 1978 with
3A Mathematics and I am finishing this term
with my very special 5A group. I am already
enjoying my new role and it has been a
pleasure to see or hear from many Former
Pupils. Julie Romijn, the Foundation Office
secretary, and I aim to boost and build links
with ODs and their families, developing an
active, lively community with a variety of
events and opportunities to visit the School.
You are welcome to attend any School
events or just drop in for a visit. I hope you
enjoy this first newsletter.

Angus was first appointed to the board in
1999 and is currently the Chairman of the
Estates Committee. A Chartered Accountant
by trade, Angus is the Police and Crime
Commissioner for Wiltshire and Swindon.
His hobbies include singing, gardening and
painting in watercolours. Angus’s father,
Stuart, also attended Dauntsey’s from 43-46.

Tony Rowlands
The incumbent ODA Chairman is Tony
Rowlands (OD 59-61). Tony enjoyed a
distinguished career in the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office and he is happily
retired, living with his wife Suzanne in
Hampshire. Tony is passionate about the
School and is a most proactive Chairman. He
is a keen conservationist and can often be
seen on Salisbury Plain.
Charles has had a long association with the
School and has always taken a keen interest
in Daunstey’s. A Chartered Surveyor and
Auctioneer, he has lived most of his working
life in Central Wiltshire. His four children
were third generation Dauntseians as his
father was also a pupil in the 1930s. Charles
is a keen sportsman and enjoys country
pursuits.

Recent OD Visitors

Mohamed Nasheed (84-86) with Mark Neve

Naomi Spurr (04-09)

Rob Hues (54-57) with Jim Hodges

Matthew Seymour (80-87)

Emma Whyte (96-03) and Vish Patel (02-09)

Richard Snook (58-62) with wife Sally

John Rendell (64-71)

Tim Illingworth (47-52)

Rosie Palmer - née Corke (93-00)

There’s no escape!
It might be your worst nightmare, but several ODs are teaching at
School. Keep an on the Staff Vacancies page - this could be you!
Pictured are:
Dan Darwall (89-96): Physics; Fitzmaurice Housemaster elect
Tim Price (78-85): Mathematics; Deputy Director of Studies
Will Thomas (05-11): PE GAT; Fitzmaurice Tutor
Lucie McNichol (96-03): Geography and Sport; Forbes Tutor
Will Whyte (99-05): PE and Computing; Farmer Housemaster
Anais Seager (03-10): Drama GAT; Manor Tutor

In the spotlight: Basketball

It may not hit the headlines like
other sports, but Basketball is
thriving at Dauntsey’s.

Under the expert eye of coaches Alun Pickford and Dan Lock, the basketball team has developed strongly into a formidable side, with
stylish play and outstanding teamwork.
With a tough fixture list, including Marlborough College, Canford, Sherborne and Bradfield, the team has lost just two matches in the last
four years. Many opponents have been swept aside, with high margins of victory. The scoreboard below from this season’s home match
against Marlborough highlights the team’s standard of play.
Victor Cheng has played in the first team since Year 9 and has been the top scorer for five consecutive years. His exceptional shooting,
scoring over 1000 points, has been influential and inspiring. And it isn’t just boys: Diana Totkas is a bold, enterprising competitor and a
valuable contributor to the team.
Alun Pickford is justifiably proud of the team’s achievements. He comments: “The squad is completely receptive to coaching advice
and when key players have left, others have stepped-up to the mark. Our success is built on solid, structured defence, combined with
controlled attack. Fitness levels are strong, enabling the team to play with high energy and tempo – it is very exciting to watch. Team
spirit is excellent and captain, Mason Wong, has led from the front.”

OD News
Congratulations to Fi Bullen (97-04) who has won a gold and three silver medals in the pool
at the Invictus Games in Florida. This is a terrific achievement and everybody at Dauntsey’s is
extremely proud of her. Fi, a veteran RAF Flight Lieutenant, sustained a serious injury during a
training exercise and now has limited mobility.

Charlotte Halliday (04-10), having studied
Education with English at Cambridge, spent
a year in Thailand teaching English to
Burmese refugees. She is currently teaching
English in a mixed comprehensive school
in Stoke-on-Trent as part of the Teach First
programme. Charlotte visited the English
Department at Dauntsey’s for a week’s lesson
observation and teaching. She reflects that
her time at School was inspirational and
motivational: “I had a fantastic education”.
She is keen to help youngsters have the same
opportunities that she had.

OD sisters, Charlie (05-10) and Emma (0613) Devine, ran the London Marathon to
raise funds for Worldwide Cancer Research.
Their mother was diagnosed with breast
cancer in April 2014 and the girls wished to
do something to highlight what she went
through and to show her how proud they
are of her strength and fortitude. Charlie
finished the course in a time of 4.38 and
Emma followed her home in 5.10. Their
tremendous effort raised over £7500 for a
most worthy cause. Mrs Devine is recovering
well.

Congratulations to Angus Macpherson (6671) on his re-election for a second term as
Police and Crime Commissioner for Wiltshire
and Swindon.

Richard Sandbrook (59-64) Award winner for
2016
This year’s winner of the 2016 ODA Richard
Sandbrook Award is Upper Sixth pupil,
Moira Connor. Moira has been awarded a
grant to fund her project which aims to raise
awareness of the growing problem of plastic
pollution in our seas and on our beaches.
She is supporting the Marine Conservation
Society (MCS) ‘Beachwatch’ campaign.

Turning 50 this year was a bit of a milestone
for a group of ODs and a good excuse for
a get-together. A nice lunch at the Bear
in Devizes was followed by a quick trip to
School. Pictured are 1983 leavers: James
Waggett, Melissa Watson, Ruth Gaddum
(née Merrick), Helen Ridley, Danela Cripps,
Sarah Jones, Fiona Taylor, Sarah Brunskill
(née Hues) and Sarah Payne (née Elliott).

Good luck to Guin Batten (79-86) who is
skippering a team of five women in a quest
to break the world record for the fastest
row across the North Atlantic Ocean from
West to East. Guin won a silver medal in the
Sydney 2000 Olympics and she holds the
record for the fastest row across the English
Channel.
www.rannochwomenschallenge.com

Breaking News

The hit musical Billy Elliot comes to Dauntsey’s.
We are delighted to announce that the School will be performing Billy Elliot, the hugely
successful adaptation of one of Britain’s most popular films. Following our tradition of
spellbinding productions, including premières of Miss Saigon, Les Misérables and Mamma Mia,
this promises to be a funny, touching and shamelessly enjoyable show.
The Director of Drama, Rikki Jackson, is justifiably excited by the prospect of another huge
challenge for the Music and Drama departments. He comments: “Performing Arts at Dauntsey’s
continue to thrive, with recent highlights including the Spring Concert and the annual Dance
Show. It is testament to the talent of our youngsters that Sir Matthew Bourne invited us to
perform his acclaimed version of Lord of the Flies: it was a truly great experience. We are
confident that we can do justice to this major new production”.
Casting for the show is well-underway, with boys and girls from every year group taking roles.
Congratulations to Ollie Frost and Bear Paris who will be playing Billy on alternate nights.

Show dates are December 6-10.

School News
Choir hits a winning note
Congratulations to the School’s SSA Choir
who travelled to the Guildhall in Bath
to compete for the first time in the MidSomerset Festival.
Entering two classes, ‘Sacred Music’ and
‘Female Voices’, the choir sang superbly,
with polished, professional performances.
Winning both trophies, gaining a Distinction
in ‘Female Voices’ and the rarely awarded
outstanding category in ‘Sacred Music’, were
outstanding achievements for the talented
youngsters.

Dauntsey’s show jumpers win at Windsor
It was a fabulous day for our Equestrian
Team who secured a remarkable win at
the NSEA Show Jumping Championships
at Home Park, Windsor. Twenty-two teams
from all over the country qualified for
this major event, with the four members
of each team completing two rounds of
jumping. All our four girls, Ophelia Straker,
Amber Fletcher, Lauren Dallison and Beth
McNamara, rode brilliantly and their
wonderful horses jumped clear rounds. A
tense wait for the final eleven competitors
to finish was followed by wild celebrations
as the Dauntsey’s team was announced as
the competition winners.

Down the hatch!
On Sunday 22 May, Jolie Brise created quite
a stir when she sailed into Teignmouth for
the first time in 90 years. She last made an
appearance there in 1926 after winning the
first ever Fastnet race in 1925. She received a
tremendous welcome from the community. If
ever you are down in the South Devon town,
you can now enjoy a pint at the classy new
Wetherspoon pub - The Jolie Brise.

Sandhurst success
The Head Master, Mark Lascelles, and Second
Master, Mark McFarland, were guests at
the Commandant’s Parade Rehearsal at the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. They are
pictured with OD George Fisher (08-12).
The School is proud to have a long
association with this centre of excellence for
British Army Officer training and leadership.
It is interesting to note that Dauntsey’s tops
the “Magnificant Seven” league table of

Officer Cadets from Independent Schools in
the last three years.
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Dauntsey’s

15

2

Eton

13
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Ampleforth

12
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Shrewsbury		

12
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Harrow			

11
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Radley			

11

7

Cheltenham

8

ODyssey
ODs at the V&A and Deutsche Bank
This summer we have been most fortunate to have enjoyed two splendid London OD functions courtesy of two of our current parents.
Helen Evenden kindly hosted a private tour of the V&A Museum and Mary Findlay entertained nearly 40 ODs to a viewing of the
extensive Deutsche Bank Art Collection.

Events Diary

And finally...

Friday September 9th: OD Golf Day at North Wilts G.C.

Please keep-in-touch and send us your news: it would be good to
hear from you

Saturday September 17th: Olive Society Lunch for legacy donors
Thursday September 29th: 60+ ODs lunch party
Saturday October 15th: ODA dinner for class of 2011

Please keep your contact details up-to-date, including email
address

Monday October 17th: Scottish reunion at Edinburgh Castle

Please let us know of any ideas for OD events; perhaps you would
like to host one

Saturday November 19th: Hong Kong reunion

Contact details:

Mark Neve: m.neve@dauntseys.org

		

Julie Romijn: j.romijn@dauntseys.org

Dauntsey’s
West Lavington
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 4HE
01380 814500
info@dauntseys.org

