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Mark Lascelles
The new academic year has started on a high note, with 833 pupils enjoying a busy schedule in the warm,
friendly Dauntsey’s atmosphere. With the extensive programme of new buildings and refurbishments now
complete, the campus looks quite stunning in the autumn sunshine. We welcomed over 500 visitors to our
Open Morning in early October.
You will be pleased to know that the School has maintained its high academic profile with another excellent
set of examination results. Top billing this year goes to the GCSE cohort who beat all School records with
a remarkable 78.6% A*/A grades. The Rugby and Hockey teams have enjoyed successful seasons and the
performances of Billy Elliot received huge acclaim from packed audiences.
It has been a real pleasure to meet so many ODs at various functions; thank you for supporting our events. A
highlight for me was the 60+ Lunch Party – a bright, breezy get-together for over 120 guests. Do please come
for a visit or drop-in if you are passing: you are always most welcome.

Mark Neve
We have had a bustling term in the Foundation Office, with many visitors and some superb OD events. It has
been a real pleasure to meet so many ODs, many of whom were in my Mathematics class at some point in their
School career. With special guests Howard Allen and Jim Hodges, the 60+ Lunch Party was a tremendous success
and it was so good to see large numbers of ODs in both Edinburgh and Hong Kong. The venues of Edinburgh
Castle and The Hong Kong Football Club were certainly good draws. The 2011 leavers enjoyed a lively ODA
reunion dinner at School in October and on the same evening a large number of the 1996 year group popped
in to School for drinks before partying at the Churchill.
I hope you have many happy memories of your time at School and you are as proud as I am to be part of such a
vibrant, friendly community.

Tony Rowlands
Next year will be a year of significant change for the ODA. This year I have sought your views about the ODA.
I spoke with many of you: from 23 year olds to some who are over 90. I wanted to hear your thoughts on how
we should reform and modernise the ODA so that it may better serve its members. I am glad to say that the
feedback I received was frank and honest. Virtually all I spoke with agreed that reform was long overdue. I
have acted on that feedback. Since then I have worked closely with Mark Neve in the Foundation Office to
produce a strategy for reforming the ODA that meets the needs of its members and the school. That work
is now complete. The strategy has been approved. So I will be writing to you all in January to ask for your
thoughts on the strategy. I will then hold a Special General Meeting in the early summer, at which I will invite
ODs to approve the plan. So do keep an eye out for my letter and let me have your views. They really do
matter.

New Look Campus
The impressive building and redevelopment
programme, including the Sports Pavilion,
Olive Teaching Block and Dance Studio,
is now complete and pupils and staff are
enjoying the splendid, modern facilities.
With imaginative, attractive landscaping in
the old car park, the School site has been
transformed. Take a look at the pictures.
The Pavilion, opened by Dr. David Hemery

New Look Campus

The Olive Building opened by Richard Handover, with George Olive’s son-in-law Philip Strong (40-44) and granddaughter Sally McArthur.

OD Visitors

David Thomas (49-52) with his
wife Jean and granddaughter
Sophie (14-16)

Twins Zach and Gus Dunnett
(10-15)

Giles Dixon (39-43)

Hannah McFarland (04-11)

Best pals Jeremy Parsons (76-81)
and Craig White (77-81)

Jim Hodges with Richard Wheadon (Deputy Head 66-71).

Benedict Liang (84-86) with
Mark Neve

Mark Franklin (55-60)

Kim Laughton (née Strong) (8491), Nicky Boddington (née Gilbert) (85-91) and Charlie Ashley
(née Kingdom) (84-91)

Richard Slade (50-55), Tony Rowlands (59-61), Neville Stanton
(57-63) and Bob Laverton (35-39)

Ewan Duffin (03-10), Adina
Buckland (03-10), Alex Ingram
(08-13), Kezia Buckland (07-14)
and Amy Hannaford (06-13)

Robert Dunton (65-72)

OD Events
Edinburgh Castle Reunion

Hong Kong Football Club Reunion

Lunch Party for Senior ODs

Class of 2011 Dinner and 1996 Leavers’ Drinks

OD News

John Couzens (40-46) enjoyed
a visit to the School with his
charming daughter, Nicola. John,
a keen sailor, is a strong supporter
of Dauntsey’s. He was the winner
of the prestigious ‘Nairne Cup’ in
1944.

Congratulations to Chloe Lockhart
(02-09) on gaining a First in her
Masters in Architecture. Her final
year work has been nominated for
the RIBA President’s Silver Medal
Award.

In the spotlight at Glastonbury in June was OD Flavia Aliverti (01-08).

James Wong (76-81) suffered a severe brain injury in a serious road
traffic accident in Hong Kong. James was very poorly for a considerable
time, with life-threatening injuries, but thanks to the tremendous
support of his friends he is now recovering strongly. James is pictured
with fellow ODs Stephen Pan, Paul Kam, Raymond Kong and Cecil Pan
in Hong Kong and Jane Rawson, Julian Measey, David Champion, Paul
Seymour, David Ross and Paul Kam in London.
July 2016 saw Jeremy Smith (05-12) graduate from the Department of
Materials at Imperial College with First Class Honours in Materials &
Engineering. Jeremy also won two prestigious prizes in his final year:
the Armourers’ and Braziers’ Company Award for the best third-year
design project and the Governors’ BEng prize for the outstanding
student in the final year of the BEng programme.
Moira Connor (14-16) successfully
completed her Richard Sandbrook
Award project on ‘Turning the
Tide on Litter in our Seas’. Moira
is now studying Conservation
Biology & Ecology at Exeter.

There was a real surprise for
Regina Lai (03-05) when her
boyfriend made a breath-taking
marriage proposal in Trafalgar
Square. The story has a very happy
ending.

Best wishes to
James Atwell
(59-65) on his
retirement after
10 years as the
Dean of Winchester
Cathedral.

OD News
The annual OD Golf Day was held
at North Wilts Golf Club on Friday
9 September, shortly after the sad
death of Bob Foxwell. Bob ran the
OD golf day very successfully for
about fifteen years. He had great
affection for Dauntsey`s, where he
made so many good friends. He was
a wonderful sportsman, a very good
golfer and a true gentleman: he
will be sorely missed. In his memory,
future players will compete for the
Foxwell Cup.
This year the weather on the day
was wet and windy, but this did not
dampen the spirits of the twentythree players. The champion on the
day was Robert Appleby (59-64)
(pictured), closely followed by Tony
Berry (59-65) and Brian Fribbance
(54-59).
Since graduating from the
Guildford School of Acting in 2012,
talented actor and singer Jonathan
Broad (01-08) has been involved
in a number of professional
productions. Jonny, under his stage
name Jonathan Bourne, is delighted
to be making his West End debut at
the New London Theatre in Drury
Lane in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s
Musical, School of Rock.
It gives great pleasure to report
that Bob Laverton (35-39)
has been awarded the most
prestigious Légion d’honneur
by the French Government.
This outstanding decoration
recognises the contribution of
D-Day veterans who fought
and risked their lives to secure
France’s liberation during the
Second World War. Bob is a
regular visitor to the School and
one of our true friends and loyal
supporters.
Jon Cadwallader (58-61) lives in Auckland. Jon would
be delighted to see any ODs visiting New Zealand details from the Foundation Office.
Mums to be and
classmates from 9401, Natalie Ellerby
(née Linton), Emily
Merry (née Lane)
and Alice Fyles (née
Bernard) are pictured
comparing baby
bumps. Registration
forms are in the post!

Dr Susanna Price (76-83), an Intensive
Care Specialist at the Royal Brompton
Hospital, has been appointed as
President Elect of the European Society
of Cardiology Acute Cardiovascular
Care Association. She will take up the
presidency in March 2018.
Peter Whent (73-78), a
member of the Andover
Triathlon Club, was
selected for the GB
Team in the European
Middle Distance Triathlon
Championships. Despite
“brutal” conditions, Peter
completed the 1.2 mile
swim, 56 mile cycle and
13.1 mile run in a time of
6.13 hours, placing him
12th out of 23 in his age
group.

School News
Polly Maton represents GB at the
Paralympics in Rio.
Congratulations to Lower Sixth
student Polly Maton for her
superb performances in the
summer Olympic Games. Polly, a
most dedicated, gifted athlete,
after qualifying strongly in the
T47 100m heats, finished 5th
in the final. As well as this fine
achievement, she leapt to 7th
place in the T47 Long Jump Final.
We are all very proud of Polly:
Tokyo here we come!
Sailing Success
This summer Jolie Brise and her crew of Dauntsey’s
students joined the Tall Ships Fleet, sailing over
1900 nautical miles in 38 days of racing. The rough
weather and keen competition required a great
deal of tenacity and determination; skipper, Toby
Marris, was full of praise for the unwavering
commitment of the youngsters. In an exciting, tense
finish JB overcame main rival Straatsd Lemechel
close to the finish line and she was declared the
overall winner of the Tall Ships Race 2016. An
amazing result!

ODyssey
School News
Tree Planting Ceremony

Mercers’ Lectures at Dauntsey’s

Staff News

On Friday 18 November the first of
38 trees, donated by the ODA, was
planted to create an ‘Avenue of
Trees’ to commemorate the 38 Old
Dauntseians who fell in the First
World War. The day was particularly
poignant as it was the centenary of
the Battle of the Somme.

The latest series of Mercers’ Lectures
is in full swing, with a diverse range
of eminent speakers providing
interesting, thought-provoking talks
for the School and local community.
Many pupils are benefitting from this
enrichment programme and really
enjoy the opportunity to take part in
discussion groups over supper with
our guests.

This term we have welcomed Kay
Layden (née Ritchley) to teach
Chemistry. Kay is the daughter
of Mike Ritchley, the former
Mercers’ Housemaster and Head of
Mathematics. Also joining the staff in
the English department is Patrick Ost,
the son of OD Patrick Ost ( 58-63).

Head of History, Ben Sandell, spoke of
those fallen, followed by prayers led
by the School Chaplain, The Reverend
David Johnson. The Head Boy and
Head Girl then planted the tree and
laid a commemorative cross against
its base. All the trees will be planted
before the start of next term and
this very special memorial feature
will be enjoyed by generations of
Dauntseians to come.

This year’s programme is:
Sir Tim Smit – ‘Eden Project and
Beyond’
Lucy Hawking – ‘The Great Cosmic
Adventure’
Sarah Outen – ‘Dare to Do’
Mariella Frostrup
Sir John Sawers – ‘Order and Disorder:
a Group-Political Outlook’
Professor A C Grayling – ‘The Ethics of
War’
Jeremy Bowen – ‘Reporting on
Conflict’
Full details are on the School’s
website – all
welcome.

Lucy Hawking

There is some breaking news. Jane
Upton, Deputy Head, is leaving
Dauntsey’s in July 2017 after many
years of outstanding service. Jane is
a brilliant teacher and exceptional
leader - she will be hugely missed.
Ann Jackson, Jeanne Housemistress,
has been promoted to replace Jane
and Annie Evans, current Head of
Spanish, will be moving into Jeanne
to look after the girls. And that is
not all. After a remarkable 21 years
of Houseparenting, Nigel and Caron
Yates are bowing out of Evans House
next July, Emma Crozier is the Evans
Housemistress elect and she is looking
forward to joining the boarding team.

On the agenda...

And finally...

Regional Reunions

Please keep-in-touch and send us your news: it would be good to
hear from you

Former Parents’ Lunch Party
Dauntsey’s Summer Festival
OD Day - June 25 2017

Please keep your contact details up-to-date, including email
address

Australian Rugby Tour: July 15 2017 - Aug 02 2017

Please let us know of any ideas for OD events; perhaps you would
like to host one

Malaysian Girls’ Hockey Tour: July 12 2017 - July 24 2017

Contact details:

Mark Neve: m.neve@dauntseys.org

Full details to follow

		

Julie Romijn: j.romijn@dauntseys.org

Dauntsey’s
West Lavington
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 4HE
01380 814500
info@dauntseys.org

